Special Notice

In compliance with government
regulations restricting large gatherings
we have canceled all worship services

A

KOUNTZE

Memorial Lutheran Church

(Saturday, Sunday and Wednesdays),

Sunday School, all meals, and other church 2650 Farnam Street Omaha, NE 68131
activities until further notice. In the 402-341-7761 www.kmlchurch.org
meantime, join us for Worship on Cox

channel 13 or live streamed at https:// June 21, 2020
www.kmlchurch.org/live-streaming/

Kountze Food Pantry Volunteers Today at Kountze

Mondays, 7:30 - 9:00 AM; 9:00 - 11:00 AM;
11:00 AM - 1:00 PM

Fridays, 5:00 - 8:00 PM

The Kountze Food Pantry will continue to operate out
of the garage door at least until July 31st. We believe
the open air environment is better to protect
volunteers and guests from the virus. We will
reevaluate at that time. We are seeing an upward
trend in numbers of guests at the pantry. Fortunately,
the Food Bank for the Heartland received a large
influx of donations, and is temporarily providing food
to Kountze for free, or mostly free, since April 28th.
We also received $3,175.00 during the Omaha Gives
event. As always, the Pantry is in need of toilet tissue.
If you can donate a package or two, it will be greatly
appreciated! When volunteering, please sign up for

available slots at the link below.
https://form.jotform.com/200834787701155

Attendance and Giving

Online Attendance: 186
Pantry Guests Served: 600
Medical Clinic Guests Served: 32
Offering:
$11,213.00 (Regular)
$1,087.00 (Phase 2)

$1,688.05 (Specials)

Sunday School

This Sunday I will post a video of the Children's
sermon on this page (KMLC Parent Group). In
addition, I will be providing some printable activities
that relate to the lesson. Take a picture of your
child's work and post it in the comments. Let's stay
as connected as possible while we can't gather
together. Stay tuned for more fun activities!

In Peace,

Kristin

Altar Flowers are given to the glory of God in
memory of Kelcey Renae Fike and Randall Fike by
Mary Jo Fike; in memory of Barbara Saklar by Tracey
Saklar, Kris Placzek, and family; in honor of LeClare
Steffen on her 97t birthday (6/20) by her son,
Thomas.

Eternal Candle is given to the glory of God in
memory of my dad, Don Nippert, by Marv & Kris
Olson




Christ gives us a new life.

takin gl

These passages are related to the Lectionary texts for this Sunday. Ve -
Sunday Matthew 10:24-39 The call and cost of discipleship = _ o fa Ith
Monday Jeremiah 20:7-13 Jeremiah denounces his persecutors ~

Tuesday Romans 6:1b-11 Dying and rising with Christ h o m e
Wednesday Genesis 21:8-21  Hagar and IShmael are Sentaway g, ., s e e Al reened
Thursday  Psalm 86:1-10,16-17 Save me, Lord

Friday Ephesians 4:17-24 The old and the new life

Saturday  Psalm 69:7-18 God can be trusted

Sunday Matthew 10:40-42 Receiving and serving others

Therefore we have been buried with him by baptism into death, so that, just as Christ was raised from the dead by
the glory of the Father, so we too might walk in the newness of life. Romans 6:4 (NRSV)

A Prayer for the Week:

Merciful God, help us to trust that all that we are and hope to be is found in the new life we have through Christ our
Lord. Amen.

Mealtime Prayer:

Dear God, all good things come from you; thank you for your goodness that gives us food to eat this day. Amen.

A Blessing to Give:

May God draw near to you and free you from your fears through Christ your Lord. (Psalm 69:18)

Discuss in your home, small group, or use for personal reflections:

o @ What is something you would like to accomplish in the next year?

e @ What is it about that accomplishment that is important to you?

e @ Why do you think Jesus wants us to value a relationship with him above all things?

Read: Matthew 10:24-39.

Core values are important because they define what we stand for and who we are. Jesus indicates that following him
is non-negotiable and an all-or-nothing proposition. Sometimes we must let go of what we treasure in life to gain
what really counts in God’s kingdom. In the process, Jesus gives a number of stark contrasts, many of which are hard
to hear. Following Jesus will lead some to be rejected by family, which was a reality in first century Christianity and
can be true today, too. Acknowledge Jesus and he will acknowledge you. Deny him and he will deny you. In the midst
of these tough passages is Jesus’ repeated theme of not being afraid (vv. 26, 28, and 31). Jesus warns us not to deny
him before others, but Peter does three times before Jesus’ crucifixion (Matthew 26:69-75). What Peter learns is that
mercy, not judgment is the ultimate core value in the kingdom. God’s mercy takes away our fear. Jesus calls us to
make a difference and to rely on him. We all falter. Jesus doesn’t. This is the newness of life that the Apostle Paul
identifies (Romans 6:4) for the baptized that stands out for its dramatically different way of living. How does God’s
mercy help you not to be afraid?

Pray: Dear God, may our life in Christ give us peace and good courage as we live each day with others. Amen.

Sunday is Father’s Day. Take time to offer prayers of thanksgiving and support for fathers and all men as they seek to
be caregivers to those around them. Begin your prayers by saying, “Dear God, thank you for (name) ...” Contact or
visit those for whom you have prayed and/or send them a card as a sign of your appreciation and thankfulness.

Baptism involves the mystery of God’s work that claims us as God’s own in Christ. Think about or tell a story about
your baptism or that of someone else. Fill a bowl with water. Dip your fingers into the water. Make the sign of the
cross on your forehead or that of another person. Say: May God bless you with new life in Christ each and every
day.

NEXT WEEK'’S READINGS: Jeremiah 28:5-9; Psalm 89:1-4, 15-18
Romans 6:12-23; Matthew 10:40-42




