Special Notice

In compliance with government
regulations restricting large gatherings
we have canceled all worship services

a8

KOUNTZE

Memorial Lutheran Church

(Saturday, Sunday and Wednesdays),
Sunday School, all meals, and other church
activities until further notice. In the
meantime, join us for Worship on Cox
channel 13 or live streamed at https://
www.kmlchurch.org/live-streaming/

2650 Farnam Street
402-341-7761

Omaha, NE 68131
www.kmlchurch.org

June 28, 2020

Kountze Food Pantry Volunteers
Mondays, 7:30 - 9:00 AM; 9:00 - 11:00 AM;
11:00 AM - 1:00 PM
Fridays, 5:00 - 8:00 PM
The Kountze Food Pantry will continue to operate out
of the garage door at least until July 31st. We believe
the open air environment is better to protect
volunteers and guests from the virus. We will
reevaluate at that time. We are seeing an upward
trend in numbers of guests at the pantry. Fortunately,
the Food Bank for the Heartland received a large
influx of donations, and is temporarily providing food
to Kountze for free, or mostly free, since April 28th.
We also received $3,175.00 during the Omaha Gives
event. As always, the Pantry is in need of toilet tissue.
If you can donate a package or two, it will be greatly
appreciated! When volunteering, please sign up for
available slots at the link below.
https://form.jotform.com/200834787701155

Attendance and Giving

Online Attendance: 165
Pantry Guests Served: 628
Medical Clinic Guests Served: 25
Offering:
$13,664.04 (Regular)
$2,422.00 (Phase 2)

$11,284.99 (Specials)

Transportation Needed

Groceries & Doctor Appointments from
Papillion

We have a member that is in need of rides to the
grocery store and doctor appointments. If you're
available to help, please call the church office (402-
341-7761) and we'll get you in touch. Thanks for your
help!

» Virtual Vacation Bible School!
e July 6 -10
sove ¥ \ KMLC Parent's Facebook Page
Date
- Rally Day
Sunday, August 23
Today at Kountze
Sunday School

Each Sunday I will post a video of the Children's
sermon on the KMLC Parent Group Facebook Page. In
addition, I will be providing some printable activities
that relate to the lesson. Take a picture of your
child's work and post it in the comments. Let's stay
as connected as possible while we can't gather
together. Stay tuned for more fun activities!

In Peace,

Kristin

Eternal Candle is given to the glory of God by Dr.
Gary & Judy Westerman in honor of their 50t
wedding anniversary.

Church Office Closed
Friday, July 3

TH. ST j Inobservance of the 4t of July,
°J Ult the church office will be closed
) [ on Friday, July 3.



We are freed from sin to care for others.

takin gl

These passages are related to the Lectionary texts for this Ve -
Sunday Matthew 10:40-42 Receiving and serving others® _ o fa Ith
Monday Jeremiah 28:5-9 Hananiah opposes Jeremiah =
Tuesday Romans 6:12-23 Slaves of righteousness h o m e
Wednesday  Genesis 22:1-14 Command to sacrifice Isaac _©2019 Vibrant Faith Ministries. All rights reserved.

. Go to www.vibrantfaithathome.org for more faith-forming activities.
Thursday Psalm 13 Prayer for deliverance
Friday Acts 6:5-15 The arrest of Stephen
Saturday Psalm 89:1-4, 15-18 God’s covenant with David
Sunday Matthew 11:16-19, 25-30 Rest for the weary

No longer present your members to sin as instruments of wickedness but present yourselves to God as those who
have been brought from death to life, and present your members to God as instruments of righteousness. Romans
6:13 (NRSV)

A Prayer for the Week:

Gracious God, your love is so complete that we cannot fully grasp it. Help us to enjoy life in your presence and extend
your love, grace, mercy, and peace, through Christ our Lord. Amen.

Mealtime Prayer:

Dear God, we thank you for this food, another example of your constant love and faithfulness, through Christ our
Lord. Amen. (Psalm 89:2)

A Blessing to Give:

May the Lord who has freed you from sin bless you with a holy life and life eternal. (Romans 6:22)

Discuss in your home, small group, or use for personal reflections:

e When have you been tempted to do something you knew was wrong? What happened?
¢ Should there be consequences when someone does something wrong? Explain.

e How does the Christian faith lead you beyond selfish desires?

Read: Romans 6:12-23.

Since the time Paul conveyed the radical message “where sin increased, grace abounded all the more” (Romans
5:20b), Christians and non-Christians alike have wondered if the Christian faith was license to live immorally. If our
sin leads to God'’s grace, should we help God out by sinning all the more so that God’s grace will be extended all the
more? Heavens, no, answers Paul (6:15). What then? Sin is not simply bad actions. For Paul, sin is a demonic power in
the universe opposed to everything that is of God. Being baptized into Christ is to die to that life opposed to God (6:4).
What do we do then? With everything in us, we live “to God as instruments of righteousness” (6:13). We gladly
participate in God’s saving activity in the world with our words, actions, thoughts, and hopes. The life ruled by Christ
is not easy to comprehend so Paul writes, “I am speaking in human terms because of your natural limitations,” so just
go for it! Give it your all for the sake of all that is holy, just, and full of God’s presence (v. 19). How does God'’s grace
give you a desire to do all you can to love and serve in Christ’s name?

Pray: Gracious God, give us the desire to serve in your kingdom as instruments of your goodness through
Christ our Lord. Amen.

Leading a life as a follower of Jesus can seem to be a big task. In Matthew 10, Jesus reminds us that even the small
things we do are acts of service, like giving a cup of water (v.42). Giving a drink of water, holding a door, and offering
a kind word can make a difference in someone’s life. What acts of service can you do this week?

If we want Christian children and youth, we need Christian adults who practice the faith with them. Whether
mealtime or bedtime prayers, reading the Bible, singing hymns, or blessing one another, the faith practices we model
in our homes live on from generation to generation. Make a list of faith practices you do in your home. What ones
have you passed on to others?

NEXT WEEK’S READINGS: Zechariah 9:9-12; Psalm 145:8-14
Romans 7:15-25a; Matthew 11:16-19, 25-30




