Special Notice

If you plan to attend Worship in person,
please call/e-mail the church office no
later than noon on the Thursday before

a8

KOUNTZE

Memorial Lutheran Church

the Sunday you want to attend. Please

note that the plans set forth are subject 2650 Farnam Street Omaha, NE 68131
to immediate change. You may still join us 402-341-7761 www.kmlchurch.org
for Worship on Cox channel 13 or live

streamed at https: //www.kmlchurch.org/ July 26,2020
live-streaming/

Kountze Food Pantry Volunteers y ) CJH Camp Classic

Mondays, 7:30 - 9:00 AM; 9:00 - 11:00 AM; the Friday, August 21—Kearney,
11:00 AM - 1:00 PM 50%?318\. NE

Fridays, 5:00 - 7:00 PM

The Kountze Food Pantry will continue to operate out
of the garage door. We believe the open air
environment is better to protect volunteers and
guests from the virus.

The Kountze Food Pantry more than doubled in
attendance in June over May. July is looking to keep
pace with that increase. The volunteers are doing a
wonderful job keeping up with higher numbers! If
you wish to volunteer, please sign up at the link
below. If you can't volunteer, but wish to help, we can
always use toilet paper, ramen noodles, coffee, and
canned fruit. When volunteering, please sign up for
available slots at the link below. Thank-you!
https://form.jotform.com/200834787701155

Attendance and Giving

Online Attendance: 137
9:00 AM Attendance: (Reservation Only) 39
Pantry Guests Served: 423
Medical Clinic Guests Served: 25
Offering:
$10,388.04 (Regular)
$1,152.00 (Phase 2)

$1,264.68 (Specials)

Friday, September 25—Carol
““" Joy Holling
Register at: cjhcenter.org/upcoming-retreats

Rally Day
Sunday, August 23

Today at Kountze

Altar Flowers are given to the glory of God in
honor of Dayle Johnson’s birthday

Sunday School

Each Sunday I will post a video of the Children's
sermon on the KMLC Parent Group Facebook Page. In
addition, I will be providing some printable activities
that relate to the lesson. Take a picture of your
child's work and post it in the comments. Let's stay
as connected as possible while we can't gather
together. Stay tuned for more fun activities!

In Peace,

Kristin

When We're part
om One Another




The Spirit helps us in our weakness.

takin gl

These passages are related to the Lectionary texts for this Sunday.

Sunday Matthew 13:31-33, 44-52 Parables of the kingdom L - * fa lth
Monda 1 Kings 3:5-12 Solomon’s prayer for wisdom . e =

Tuesda}; Roma%ls 8:26-39 God’s love in C¥1rist Jesus h 0 m e
Wednesday  Genesis 29:15-28 Jacob marries © 2019 Vibrant Faith Ministries. All rights reserved.
Thursday Psalm 128 Happiness in dally life Go to www.vibrantfaithathome.org for more faith-forming activities.
Friday 2 Corinthians 12:1-10 God’s grace is sufficient

Saturday Psalm 119:129-136 The glories of God’s law

Sunday Matthew 14:13-21 Jesus feeds the five thousand

Likewise the Spirit helps us in our weakness; for we do not know how to pray as we ought, but that very Spirit intercedes
with sighs too deep for words. Romans 8:26 (NRSV)

A Prayer for the Week:

Come Holy Spirit, help us in our weakness and sustain us with faith that trusts your never-failing care through Christ our
Lord. Amen.

Mealtime Prayer:

Dear God, we thank you for daily food; as you restore our bodies with this meal, restore our souls with joy in your
presence. Amen.

A Blessing to Give:

May you trust that nothing will separate you from the love of God in Christ Jesus our Lord. (Romans 8:39)

Discuss in your home, small group, or use for personal reflections:
e When was there a time you felt too weak to work through a problem on your own?

e Do you find prayer easy or difficult? Explain.
e What makes it difficult to know God is with you?

Read: Matthew 13:31-33, 44-52.

Jesus tells five short parables: two about growth, two about valuing something very highly, and one about separating good
from bad. There are details of these parables that have challenged Christians throughout the ages. However, Jesus asks the
disciples if they “understood all this,” and without any sense of hesitation they simply say, “Yes” (v. 51). Perhaps there is a
cautionary tale here. Solomon simply wants wisdom and is praised by God for such a humble request (1 Kings 3:5-12), yet
the larger story in 1 Kings reveals that Solomon ended up wanting and claiming much more than a humble quest for
wisdom. Instead of preserving the kingdom of Israel, the twelve tribes become split into two realms because of Solomon’s
failures. The Apostle Paul acknowledges our human frailty by noting that we do not know how to pray and that the Spirit
helps us in our weakness. In the midst of seeking a life of faithfulness and wisdom, it is good to be reminded with much
humility that our wisdom has its limits. Finally, what we need is a God who intercedes for us “with sighs too deep for
words” (Romans 8:26). Recall when God has been with you during a time of personal weakness or difficulty. How did God
help you then?

Pray: The Lord’s Prayer.

“We know that all things work together for good for those who love God, who are called according to his

purpose” (Romans 8:28). Sometimes when a person is going through difficult times, they can easily lose sight of God. Do
you know of someone who is struggling? Reach out to that person in their time of need through an act of kindness by
taking time to listen.

Many congregations are smaller today than years ago and may feel insignificant. The parable of the mustard seed teaches
us that big things can happen from the smallest of things. Growing the church is reliant on being intentional about sharing
our own faith story and passing on the rituals and traditions we know and love onto the next generation. Pray daily that
you may sow seeds of faith that grow into something great.

NEXT WEEK'’S READINGS: Isaiah 55:1-5; Psalm 145:8-9, 14-21
Romans 9:1-5; Matthew 14:13-21




