Special Notice

If you plan to attend Worship in person,
please call/e-mail the church office no
later than noon on the Thursday before

a8

KOUNTZE

Memorial Lutheran Church

the Sunday you want to attend. Please
note that the plans set forth are subject

to immediate change. You may still join us
for Worship on Cox channel 13 or live
streamed at https://www.kmlchurch.org/
live-streaming/

2650 Farnam Street Omaha, NE 68131
402-341-7761 www.kmlchurch.org
August 16, 2020

N

DAY
AUGUST 23

August 23rd js Rally Day and the
First Day of Sunday School!

With new social distancing protocols in place, we will
begin the 2020/2021 Sunday school year online.
Lessons will be videotaped and posted on the KMLC
Parents Facebook page as well as the Kountze
Memorial Facebook Page. In addition, there will be
pintables and activity suggestions that complement the
lesson. If you would prefer to receive the lessons by
email, please contact me at kristin@kmlchurch.org.
This Sunday School year we will be focusing on the
Liturgical Action of the church using the Godly Play
curriculum. This includes lessons on Baptism and Holy
Eucharist, as well as lessons about the liturgical

Attendance and Giving

Online Attendance: 166
9:00 AM Attendance: (Reservation Only) 39
Pantry Guests Served: 538
Medical Clinic Guests Served: 29
Offering:
$21,967.00 (Regular)
$5,422.00 (Phase 2)

$13,212.61 (Specials)

seasons. Register by completing the online registration.
Link below:

https://form.jotform.com/Kristinboe /Registration
If you are interested in volunteering your time to
present a lesson, please contact
kristin@kmlchurch.org. All the lessons are scripted and
materials are provided. Thank you!

Kountze Food Pantry Volunteers
Mondays, 7:30 - 9:00 AM; 9:00 - 11:00 AM;
11:00 AM - 1:00 PM

Fridays, 5:00 - 7:00 PM

If you would like to volunteer, please sign up at the
following link. Thank-you!

https://form.jotform.com/200834787701155
Today at Kountze
Congratulations!

Congratulations to Orville & Julie Knapp who
celebrated their 60t wedding anniversary on August
14.

Sunday School

Each Sunday Kristin will post a video of the Children's
sermon on the KMLC Parent Group Facebook Page. In
addition, she will provide printable activities that
relate to the lesson. Take a picture of your child's work
and post it in the comments. Let's stay as connected as
possible while we can't gather together. Stay tuned for
more fun activities!



God’s saving work is for all people.
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These passages are related to the Lectionary texts for this Sunday. Ve -

Sunday Matthew 15:1-28 A woman’s faith o o fa Ith

Monday I[saiah 56:1-8 God’s saving power is everywhere =~

Tuesday Romans 11:1-2a,29-32 God saves Jews and Gentiles h o m e

Wednesday Genesis 45:1-15 ]oseph and his brothers . © 2919 Vibrant Faith Ministrie.s. All rig.hts resler.v.ed.
L. A Go to www.vibrantfaithathome.org for more faith-forming activities.

Thursday  Psalm 133 Living together in peace

Friday Matthew 28:16-20 The Great Commission

Saturday = Psalm 67 Tell the nations to praise God

Sunday Matthew 16:13-20 Peter’s confession of Christ

May God be gracious to us and bless us and make his face to shine upon us, that your way may be known upon earth,
your saving power among all nations. Psalm 67:12 (NRSV)

A Prayer for the Week:

God of the nations, we thank you for your mercy and grace that is meant not only for those we know and love but for
all people through Christ our Lord. Amen.

Mealtime Prayer:

Gracious God, we thank you for this food and for all those who have planted, harvested, transported, processed, and
prepared it for us this day. Amen.

A Blessing to Give:

May God’s face shine upon you, be gracious to you, and bless you. (Psalm 67:1)

Discuss in your home, small group, or use for personal reflections:
Think or tell about a time you went to or met someone from a foreign country.

What do you learn by meeting people from different cultures?

It is easy to overlook how God’s grace and mercy is not just for ourselves but for all people. How can you extend
kindness to someone of a culture that is foreign to you?

Read: Matthew 15:21-26.

The Canaanite woman is central to this story for many reasons. She is a woman and she is a foreigner, both good
reasons for Jesus not to talk to her and especially not to address her plea before addressing the needs of the Jewish
people, “the lost sheep of the house of Israel” (v. 24). This woman is also a critical figure because her plea for help
changes Jesus’ response to her (v. 28). It is not easy to understand how this woman seems to teach and change Jesus,
but she does. The result, however, is clear: Jesus’ ministry, like that of the God of the Old Testament (see Psalm 67) is
for all the nations, not just the sons and daughters of Abraham. This story lifts up the essential mission of Jesus and
the church of all generations. It is the Great Commission of Matthew 28:16-20. Directed by Jesus, we are to make
disciples of all nations, not just our ethnic group, not just “our people,” and especially not just our nation. With whom
might Jesus be calling you to share God’s love and mercy?

Pray: Generous God, help us to see the breadth and depth of your love for all people in the world through
Christ our Lord. Amen.

The words we say to others can sometimes be hurtful. In Matthew 15:11, Jesus is warning us to be careful of what you
say, “It is not what goes into the mouth that defiles a person, but it is what comes out of the mouth that defiles”. Is
there someone you know who needs to hear kind, caring words, rather than hurtful ones? Take time to say loving and
encouraging words to that person by writing a note, calling, or sending an email.

The theme this week is, “God’s saving work is for all people.” Psalm 67 is a song of praise to God and a reminder of
God’s continual blessings on us. Write the words from Psalm 67:3 on a piece of paper and place it near your bedside
so that when you rise and when you lie down, you can recite: “Let the peoples praise you, O God; let all the
peoples praise you.”

NEXT WEEK'’S READINGS: Isaiah 51:1-6; Psalm 138
Romans 12:1-8; Matthew 16:13-20




