Special Notice

If you plan to attend Worship in person,
please call/e-mail the church office no later
than noon on the Thursday before the

A

KOUNTZE

Memorial Lutheran Church

Saturday or Sunday you want to attend.
Please note that the plans set forth are
subject to immediate change. You may still
join us for Worship on Cox channel 13 or
live streamed at https://
www.kmlchurch.org/live-streaming/

2650 Farnam Street
402-341-7761

Omaha, NE 68131
www.kmlchurch.org

November 28 & 29, 2020

Kountze Food Pantry

Need Personal Care Items & Volunteers

Mondays, 7:30 - 9:00 AM;

9:00 - 11:00 AM;

11:00 AM - 1:00 PM

Fridays, 4:00 - 7:00 PM

The Kountze Food Pantry is asking for full-sized, personal

care and hygiene products to give out in lieu of the holiday

bags we have given to our guests in the past. We would

like to include an all-in-one shampoo/conditioner, bar

soap or body wash, toothbrush and paste, razor and shave

cream. Of course, toilet tissue is always needed. Thank

you! If you would like to volunteer please sign up at the

following link:
https://form.jotform.com/200834787701155

Pledge Cards

you haven’t returned your pledge cards yet we ask you to
prayerfully consider your financial commitment to
Kountze’s mission and ministry for the coming year, as
well as addressing our debt, and return your pledge cards
to Kountze as soon as possible either at worship or by
mailing them to the church. Thank you!

Simply Giving

Just a reminder - if you give your offering automatically
through Simply Giving, please remember if there are any
changes to be made, whether increasing, decreasing, or
stopping the automatic giving, you may go online and make
this change yourself, or indicate this change to the church office
in writing or the withdrawals will continue as they are currently
set up. Please send an email to noni@kmlchurch.org or
complete a new Simply Giving form and turn it into the
office so we can make those changes. If you would like

more info. on Simply Giving, please call the church office.

Mid-Week Advent Worship Services

December 2 “Adventuring into Advent”
December 9 “On Being Prepared”
December 16  “Mary’s Song”

December 23  “Joseph”

Paul Rath will serve as Cantor for Holden Evening Prayer.
These services will be in-person and livestreamed. Those
wishing to be in-person should register by the Tuesday

prior to the service and again enter through the west
Kountze Commons doors.

Today at Kountze

Altar Flowers are given to the glory of God in celebration
of Carl & Kathy Englert’s 50t wedding anniversary

Eternal Candle is given to the glory of God in memory of
parents, George & Edith Swanberg (91st wedding
anniversary) given by Marilyn VanBibber

Television Broadcast is sponsored in honor of their 45t
wedding anniversary given by James & Margit Kegel,
parents of Anne Dey

Online Sunday School

Lessons are videotaped and posted on the KMLC Parents
Facebook page as well as our Kountze Facebook Page.
Zoom Codes: Meeting ID 938 1883 9381

Passcode: 697624

Adult Forum

Pr. Hall continues to post videos for a multi-week study of

Martin Luther's "Freedom of a Christian" (1520), on a

Kountze Memorial designated channel on YouTube. The

YouTube link to the videos is:
https://www.youtube.com/channel/

UChtalSdEjyMBKIzjbGGIyfA/

The text of "Freedom of a Christian" and the study guide

are available for free on the ELCA's Reformation

homepage: www.elca500.org.

Attendance and Giving

Saturday Attendance: 17

Sunday Attendance: 9:00: 62

Total: 79

Pantry Guests Served: 1111

Medical Clinic Guests Served: 37

Offering:
$13,789.06 (Regular) $63,678.53 (Specials)
$1,211.00 (Debt Reduction)

*$61,923.60 were endowment grants to Kountze Memorial




Stay awake, for God is coming with power.

" takingf

Sunday Mark 13:24-37 The day and hour unknown . -
Monday Isaiah 64:1-9 A communal prayer for help - ” "' fa lt h
Tuesday 1 Corinthians 1:3-9 God is faithful T e T

Wednesday  Revelation 22:12-21 Jesus is coming soon h 0 m e
ThurSday Micah 4: 1'5 Peace and prosperity © 2019 Vibrant Faith Ministries. All rights reserved.
Friday 1 Thessalonians 5:1-11 Children of hght Go to www.vibrantfaithathome.org for more faith-forming activities.
Saturday Psalm 80:1-7, 17-19 Prayer for Israel’s restoration

Sunday Mark 1:1-8 The beginning of the good news

Then they will see ‘the Son of Man coming in clouds’ with great power and glory. Mark 13:26 (NRSV)

A Prayer for the Week:
Deliver us from harm, O Lord God of hosts; let your face shine on us, that we may be saved through Christ our Lord.
Amen. (Psalm 80:3, 7, and 19)

Mealtime Prayer:
Dear God, we thank you for this food; may it strengthen us that we may await your coming with power and glory
through Jesus our Savior and Lord. Amen.

A Blessing to Give:
May you be blessed with hope and peace through our Lord Jesus Christ.

Discuss in your home, small group, or use for personal reflections:
e When have you had a challenging or scary experience?

o What are some dangerous or alarming situations we face in our world today?

o Sometimes it seems easier to deny the dangers we face and pretend they are not really a problem. How does faith in
Jesus give us hope and help us to face scary times?

Read: Mark 13:24-37.

Advent begins with an awareness of the frailty of life. We may come up with short-term fixes like finding shelter,
warmth, and food. There is always the challenge of the unforeseen storm that can flood our lives with devastation,
when the whole world seems to be falling down around us (vv. 24-25). No generation escapes these trials and
sufferings (vv. 29-30). It happened to the people who returned from Babylonian captivity (Isaiah 64); it happened to
the first Christians as noted by Mark in chapter 13; and, it happens all around the world today. What we need is the
God who promises to show up and be the difference-maker. This Advent we are reminded to be alert to this God who
shows up in Jesus of Nazareth. In Jesus we have hope because we have the one in whom the truth of his words will
never pass away, never end, never fail (v. 31). So live life with gusto, with courage, with hope, and stay awake, keep
alert, don’t give up (vv. 33, 35, and 37). How does public worship, reading the Bible and prayer help you stay awake
to Jesus’ coming into our lives?

Pray: Almighty and living God, give us hope and confidence to await your coming into our lives with faith in
your healing and renewing power through Christ our Lord. Amen.

Advent is a time to recall the basic needs of life: a loving and gracious God and justice and mercy that all may have
enough to live. In what ways can you “stay awake” this Advent season by caring for the needs of others and
providing needed resources for the homeless?

The church year begins on the first Sunday in Advent. This coming year, the Gospel readings will be from Mark. To
launch the new church year, gather together all the Bibles in your home. If you have an Advent wreath, place the
Bibles near the wreath. As you light the first candle, the candle of hope, use this prayer of blessing: Almighty God,
we thank for you for the Bible, and especially for the good news about Jesus our Savior. Give us hope as we
read, listen to, and think about what the Bible says to us in this new church year. Make us into

people who are strong in our faith and full of love. Amen.

NEXT WEEK'’S READINGS:




