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Special	Notice	
If you plan to attend Worship in person, 
please call/e-mail the church of ice no later 
than noon on the Thursday before the 
Saturday or Sunday you want to attend. 
Please note that the plans set forth are 
subject to immediate change. You may still 
join us for Worship on Cox channel 13 or 
live streamed at https://
www.kmlchurch.org/live-streaming/  

Kountze	Food	Pantry		
Need	Personal	Care	Items	&	Volunteers	
Mondays,	7:30	‐	9:00	AM;		
9:00	‐	11:00	AM;	
11:00	AM	‐	1:00	PM		
Fridays,	4:00	‐	7:00	PM	
The Kountze Food Pantry is asking for full-sized, 
personal care and hygiene products to give out in lieu 
of the holiday bags we have given to our guests in the 
past. We would like to include an all-in-one 
shampoo/conditioner, bar soap or body wash, 
toothbrush and paste, razor and shave cream. Of 
course, toilet tissue is always needed. Thank you! If 
you would like to volunteer please sign up at the 
following link: 

https://form.jotform.com/200834787701155 
	
Mid‐Week	Advent	Worship	Services	

December 16  “Mary’s Song” 
December 23  “Joseph”	

Paul Rath will serve as Cantor for Holden Evening 
Prayer. These services will be in-person and 
livestreamed. Those wishing to be in-person should 
register by the Tuesday prior to the service and again 
enter through the west Kountze Commons doors. 
 
Christmas	Eve,	4:00	PM	or	7:00	PM	
Christmas	Day,	10:00	AM	
Make	Your	Reservations	Now!	
The 7:00 PM Christmas Eve Service will be televised 
on Christmas Eve at 7:00 PM on Cox Cable channel 13 
and will also be livestreamed. A bulletin will be 
posted online. 
For in‐person	worship, seating will be limited so 
you must register	with the church by	Tuesday,	
December	22. Enter through the west Kountze 
Commons doors.  
 

Today	at	Kountze 
	
Altar	Flowers	are given to the glory of God in honor 

of Bill Christensen on his 92nd birthday given by 
Madaline Christensen 
 
Online	Sunday	School	
Lessons are videotaped and posted on the KMLC 
Parents Facebook page as well as our Kountze 
Facebook Page. 
Zoom	Codes:	Meeting	ID	938	1883	9381	
Passcode:	697624	
	
Youth	Forum	
Sundays	at	10:10	AM	
IN‐PERSON:	The youth group will meet in-person in 
on the 1st & 3rd Sundays of the month. The 1st Sunday 
of the month will be current event Sunday. Please 
bring an article or current event to share (must be 
non-COVID related). 
ZOOM:	The youth group will meet via Zoom on 
the 2nd & 4th Sundays of the month.  
 
Adult	Forum	
Pr. Hall continues to post videos for a multi-week 
study of Martin Luther's "Freedom of a Christian" 
(1520), on a Kountze Memorial designated channel 
on YouTube. The YouTube link to the videos is: 

https://www.youtube.com/channel/
UChtalSdEjyMBKIzjbGGIyfA/ 

The text of "Freedom of a Christian" and the study 
guide are available for free on the ELCA's 
Reformation homepage: www.elca500.org. 

Attendance	and	Giving	

Saturday	Attendance: 16 
Sunday	Attendance: 9:00: 71 
Total: 87 
Online	Attendance:	184 
Pantry	Guests	Served: 928 
Medical	Clinic	Guests	Served: 28 
Offering:	

$18,696.04 (Regular) $7,527.29 (Specials) 
$2,757.00 (Debt Reduction) 
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NEXT	WEEK’S	READINGS:   2 Samuel 7:1-11, 16; Luke 1:46b-55 
Romans 16:25-27; Luke 1:26-38 

Jesus	brings	good	news. 
  
These passages are related to the Lectionary texts for this Sunday. 
 
Sunday  John 1:6-8, 19-28  John’s witness to the light  
Monday  Isaiah 61:1-4, 8-11  Good news of deliverance  
Tuesday  1 Thessalonians 5:16-24  A call to rejoice  
Wednesday  Romans 10:14-17  Those who bring good news  
Thursday  1 Thessalonians 3:6-13  Timothy’s encouraging report  
Friday  Genesis 18:1-18  A son for Abraham and Sarah  
Saturday  Psalm 126  A people who dream  
Sunday  Luke 1:26-38  The birth of Jesus foretold  
 
The	spirit	of	the	Lord	God	is	upon	me,	because	the	LORD	has	anointed	me;	he	has	sent	me	to	bring	good	news	to	the	
oppressed,	to	bind	up	the	brokenhearted,	to	proclaim	liberty	to	the	captives,	and	release	to	the	prisoners.	Isaiah	61:1	
(NRSV)	 
	
A	Prayer	for	the	Week:	 
God of power and might, help us to be aware of the needs of people and be prepared to bring joy and good news to 
people through Christ Jesus our Lord. Amen.  
Mealtime	Prayer:	 
May this gift of food ill our hearts with laughter and make us shout with joy. Amen.  
A	Blessing	to	Give:	 
May the God of peace make you holy in spirit and soul and body. (1 Thessalonians 5:23)  
	
Discuss in your home, small group, or use for personal re lections:  
Think or talk about a time when you felt sad or brokenhearted.  
When you feel discouraged, who do you talk to or what do you do to feel better?  
 Jesus comes to change our lives. How does Jesus make a difference for your life and the lives of others?  
	
Read:	Isaiah 61:1-4, 8-11.  
An American emailed his friend in Zimbabwe and asked if he was well. The response was “I am well if you are well.” That 
response comes with a communal understanding of wellness. We can’t be well on our own. Neither can we truly feel okay 
about ourselves if we feel safe and protected while our neighbor does not feel okay. Isaiah 61:1-2 brings good news for 
all, including—and especially—the oppressed, the brokenhearted, captives, prisoners, those who mourn and those who 
owe debts (The year of the Lord’s favor was a time to forgive debts). God’s work of justice and mercy that brings joy will 
be seen in all the nations (v. 11) and is for all, not just a select and privileged few. How do you see the wellbeing of others 
as important to your own wellbeing?  
Pray:	God	of	justice,	we	give	you	thanks	that	your	goodness	and	mercy	is	for	us	and	for	all	the	world	through	
Christ	our	Lord.	Amen.	(Isaiah	61:11)	 
	
There is a theme of joy in our readings this week. This joy includes God’s promise to overcome pain, disappointment, and 
fear. Think of someone currently experiencing dif iculties. How can you be the hands and voice of God’s good news to 
that person this week?  
	

Place the wise men further away from the nativity set for now. Wait to place Jesus in the manger until Christmas Eve. On 
your Advent wreath, light the irst candle of hope, the second one of peace, and the third one of joy. Pause for a moment 
to sit in silence and look upon the nativity set and think about the good news and joy the coming of Jesus brings us. Say	
this	Bible	verse:	Rejoice	always,	pray	without	ceasing,	give	thanks	in	all	circumstances;	for	this	is	the	will	of	God	in	
Christ	Jesus	for	you.	(1 Thessalonians 5:16-18) Pray:	Lord	God,	thank	you	for	being	with	us	in	times	of	sadness	and	
times	of	joy.	Give	us	hope,	peace	and	joy	as	we	prepare	to	celebrate	the	birth	of	Jesus.	Amen. 


