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NINETEENTH SUNDAY after PENTECOST

In today’s gospel Jesus’rebuke of the disciples who are fending off the children should challenge us as
well. What does it mean to receive the kingdom of God as a child does?







GATHERING

PRELUDE

WELCOME AND ANNOUNCEMENTS

(stand)
CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS

P

P

In the name of the Father, and of the -+ Son, and of the Holy Spirit.
Amen.

Almighty God, to whom all hearts are open, all desires known, and from whom no secrets
are hid: cleanse the thoughts of our hearts by the inspiration of your Holy Spirit, that we
may perfectly love you and worthily magnify your holy name, through Jesus Christ our
Lord.

Amen.
Let us confess our sin in the presence of God and of one another.

Silence is kept for reflection and self-examination.

Most merciful God,
we confess that we are captive to sin and cannot free ourselves.
We have sinned against you in thought, word, and deed,
by what we have done and by what we have left undone.
We have not loved you with our whole heart;
we have not loved our neighbors as ourselves.
For the sake of your Son, Jesus Christ, have mercy on us.
Forgive us, renew us, and lead us,
so that we may delight in your will and walk in your ways,
to the glory of your holy name. Amen.

In the mercy of almighty God, Jesus Christ was given to die for us, and for his sake God
forgives us all our sins. As a called and ordained minister of the church of Christ, and by
his authority, | therefore declare to you the entire forgiveness of all your sins, in the name
of the Father, and of the - Son, and of the Holy Spirit.

Amen.



PROCESSIONAL HYMN

“Praise, My Soul, the King of Heaven” ELW 865

Pastor Bard

1 Praise, my soul, the King of heaven;
to his feet your tribute bring.
Ransomed, healed, restored, forgiven,
evermore his praises sing.

Alleluia! Alleluia!
Praise the everlasting King!

2 Praise him for his grace and favor
to our forebears in distress.
Praise him, still the same forever,
slow to chide and swift to bless.
Alleluia! Alleluia!
Glorious in his faithfulness!

APOSTOLIC GREETING

3 Tenderly he shields and spares us;

well our feeble frame he knows.
In his hands he gently bears us,
rescues us from all our foes.
Alleluia! Alleluia!

Widely as his mercy flows.

Angels help us to adore him,

who behold him face to face.

Sun and moon bow down before him;
all who dwell in time and space.
Alleluia! Alleluia!

Praise with us the God of grace.

Text: Henry F. Lyte, 1793-1847

P} The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion of the Holy Spirit

be with you all.
And also with you.

PRAYER OF THE DAY
P] Sovereign God,

you have created us to live in loving community with one another. Form us for life
that is faithful and steadfast, and teach us to trust like little children, that we may
reflect the image of your Son, Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord. Amen.



WORD

(sit)
FIRST READING Genesis 2:18-24
Genesis 2 stresses that people are not meant to live in isolation but in relationship. Out of love for humanity, God
creates them male and female, to provide companionship for each other and to become with each other “one flesh.”
The Hebrew words used here are ish (man) and ishshah (woman).
he LORD God said, “It is not good that the man should be alone; I will make him a helper as
his partner.” °So out of the ground the LorD God formed every animal of the field and
every bird of the air, and brought them to the man to see what he would call them; and whatever
the man called every living creature, that was its name. 2°The man gave names to all cattle, and
to the birds of the air, and to every animal of the field; but for the man there was not found a
helper as his partner. 2!So the LorRD God caused a deep sleep to fall upon the man, and he slept;
then he took one of his ribs and closed up its place with flesh. 22And the rib that the Lorp God
had taken from the man he made into a woman and brought her to the man. Z2Then the man said,
“This at last is bone of my bones and flesh of my flesh;
this one shall be called Woman, for out of Man this one was taken.”
24Therefore a man leaves his father and his mother and clings to his wife, and they become one
flesh.

The word of the Lord. Thanks be to God.

PSALM 8 (read responsively)
!0 LorD our Lord,
how majestic is your name in all the earth!—
2you whose glory is chanted above the heavens out of the mouths of infants and children;
you have set up a fortress against your enemies, to silence the foe and avenger.
3When I consider your heavens, the work of your fingers,
the moon and the stars you have set in their courses,
“what are mere mortals that you should be mindful of them,
human beings that you should care for them?
®Yet you have made them little less than divine;
with glory and honor you crown them.
®You have made them rule over the works of your hands;
you have put all things under their feet:
"all flocks and cattle,
even the wild beasts of the field,
8the birds of the air, the fish of the sea,
and whatever passes along the paths of the sea.
°0 LorD our Lord,

how majestic is your name in all the earth!
4



(stand)
GOSPEL ACCLAMATION
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P} The Holy Gospel according to St. Mark.
Glory to you, O Lord!
HOLY GOSPEL Mark 10:13-16

Jesus announced and enacted in history the new reality of God’s surprising activity. These two stories demonstrate

this new reality: Women and children are accepted and valued, not dismissed as inferior to adult men.

People were bringing little children to him in order that he might touch them; and the disciples
spoke sternly to them. **But when Jesus saw this, he was indignant and said to them, “Let the

little children come to me; do not stop them; for it is to such as these that the kingdom of God

belongs. **Truly I tell you, whoever does not receive the kingdom of God as a little child will

never enter it.” **And he took them up in his arms, laid his hands on them, and blessed them.

P} The Gospel of the Lord. Praise to you, O Christ.

(sit)
CHILDREN’S BLESSING (9:00 AM)

SERMON Pastor deFreese



(stand)

HYMN OF THE DAY “Lord, Keep Us Steadfast in Your Word” ELW 517
Pastor Roynesdal
1 Lord, keep us steadfast in your word; 2 Lord Jesus Christ, your pow'r make
curb those who by deceit or sword known,
would wrest the kingdom from your Son for you are Lord of lords alone;
and bring to naught all he has done. defend your holy church, that we

may sing your praise eternally.

3 O Comforter of priceless worth,
send peace and unity on earth;
support us in our final strife
and lead us out of death to life.

Text: Martin Luther, 1483-1546;
tr. Catherine Winkworth, 1827-1878, alt.

(sit)
PRESENTATION OF NEW MEMBERS
P) Dear friends, we give thanks for the gift of baptism and for these individuals, who are
already one with us in the body of Christ and whom we now welcome as new members

into the life and ministry of this congregation.

Linda & Dennis Beckman Duane & Paula Henneman
Gene & Karen Buchholz Jane & Phil Meyer
Brenden, Becky & Natalee Frerck John Rayno
Doug & Judy Heim Nick, Amy, Wyatt & Gwen Wemhoff

THE APOSTLES’ CREED
P} God has made us his people through our Baptism into Christ.
Living together in trust and hope, we confess our faith.
I believe in God, the Father almighty,
creator of heaven and earth.

I believe in Jesus Christ, God's only Son, our Lord,
who was conceived by the Holy Spirit,
born of the virgin Mary,
suffered under Pontius Pilate,
was crucified, died, and was buried;
he descended to the dead.



P

On the third day he rose again;
he ascended into heaven,
he is seated at the right hand of the Father,
and he will come to judge the living and the dead.

I believe in the Holy Spirit,
the holy catholic church,
the communion of saints,
the forgiveness of sins,
the resurrection of the body,
and the life everlasting. Amen.

In baptism, we are welcomed into the body of Christ and sent to share in the mission of
God. We are called to live among God's faithful people, to hear the word of God and
share in the Lord's supper, to proclaim the good news of God in Christ through word and
deed, to serve all people, following the example of Jesus, and to strive for justice and
peace in all the earth.

Sisters and brothers in Christ: do you intend to continue in the covenant of your baptism
among God’s people in this place?

Response: | do, and | ask God to helpand guide me.

May almighty God — Father, Son - and Holy Spirit — who gave you the will to reaffirm
your baptismal vows also give you the grace and the strength to uphold them.

People of God: do you promise to support and pray for these new members in their life in
Christ?
We do, and we ask God to help and guide us.

Let us pray: we give you thanks for our new members whom you have drawn to yourself
by the love of Jesus Christ and whom we have welcomed into this household of faith.
Keep us close together in your Spirit, in the breaking of bread and the prayers, and in
service to others.

Amen.



(stand)
PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION
Response: (P Lord, in your mercy,
hear our prayer.

(In our prayers today, during a time of silence, pray for those listed below and for others according to
their needs)

Sympathy: to the family and friends of David Demarche, son-in-law of Albert & Ilse Grage

Illness: Anatharaj, father of Pr. Inba Inbarasu, Richard Bock, Karen Buchholz, Don Burton, Gail
Durban, Mike Edris, Rodney Edwards, Mary Hilkemann, Richard Holzer, Renee Johnson, Mark
Kidder, Jason Klonglan, Rosanne Klug, mother of David Klug, Marcie Lafleur, Mary Olson,
John Rayno, Toby Rees, Sheri Tipton, John Waterman, Darlene White

Other Prayers: Those serving in the military — Wyatt Johnson, Josh Kropenske, Michael
McNeill, Daniel Milstead, Cody Ray, Sheldon Skovgaard, Michael Vutov, Joel Woosley

Other Prayers: Those serving in mission — Rev. Chandran Paul Martin, India; Dr. Stephen &
Jodi Swanson, Tanzania; Rev. Rachel Ringlaben, Argentina; Meghan Brown Saavedra, Mexico;
and Dan & Ginny Rath, international translators

Other Prayers: Seminarians—Adam Klinker, Katie Larson, Giselle Loucks, Justin Perkins
WE SHARE GOD’S PEACE

P} The peace of Christ be with you always.
And also with you.



MEAL

(sit)

THE OFFERING IS RECEIVED
Please Support the overall ministry of Kountze Memorial during these difficult times. If you are
visiting with us today, please do not feel obligated to participate in this portion of worship. If you
would like, use the QR code scanner on your smart phone to give online. Ifyou are able, please

mail in your offering or donate on-line. Thank you!

MUSICAL OFFERING “What Shall I Offer My God ” Lloyd Larson

With what shall I come before the Lord? What shall | offer my God?
If I could bring a perfect offering, would the Lord be pleased with me?
If I give the best of all I possess, will I live eternally?

With what shall | come before the Lord? What shall | offer my God?

God asks that | live justly revealing truth for all to see.

God asks that | show mercy for those struggling to be free,

and to walk humbly with the One Who gave life and breath to me.
God exalts those who humbly walk with the Lord.

Take my life and let it be consecrated, Lord, to Thee;
take myself and | will be ever, only, all for Thee, ever, only, all for Thee.

God asks that | live justly revealing truth for all to see.

God asks that | show mercy for those struggling to be free,

and to walk humbly with the One Who gave life and breath to me.
God exalts those who humbly walk with the Lord.

With what shall I come before the Lord? My life I shall give to my God.



THE TABLE IS PREPARED

(stand)
OFFERTORY HYMN
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OFFERING PRAYER
P) Blessed are you, O God, maker of all things.
Through your goodness you have blessed us with these gifts: ourselves, our time, and
our possessions. Use us, and what we have gathered, in feeding the world with your
love, through the one who gave himself for us, Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord.

Amen.



THE GREAT THANKSGIVING
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It is right to give our thanks and praise.

PREFACE FOR SUNDAYS IN PENTECOST

SANCTUS
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THE WORDS OF INSTITUTION
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THE LORD’S PRAYER

P} Lord, remember us in your kingdom and teach us all to pray:
Our Father, who art in heaven,
hallowed be thy name,
thy kingdom come,
thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven.
Give us this day our daily bread;
and forgive us our trespasses,
as we forgive those who trespass against us;
and lead us not into temptation,
but deliver us from evil.
For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory,
forever and ever. Amen.

INVITATION TO COMMUNION
P} All who hunger and thirst, come.
The table is ready.

THE DISTRIBUTION

All baptized Christians who confess Jesus Christ as Lord and his Real Presence in, with and under the bread and
wine, are welcome to the Lord’s Supper. We believe that this is the Lord’s table and is he who invites you. So you who
are strong in faith, come with gratitude. You feel weak in faith, come to be strengthened. And youwho feel you have

no faith, come so that the God of steadfast love will touch your heart with hope and joy.
Gluten free bread is available; simply request it.

(sit)
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sin of the world; grant us peace, grant us  peace.



HYMNS DURING COMMUNION “Borning Cry” ELW 732vs. 1, 3,4

1

Pastor Lundahl
"I was there to hear your borning cry, 3 "In the middle ages of your life,
I'll be there when you are old. not too old, no longer young,
I rejoiced the day you were baptized I'll be there to guide you through the
to see your life unfold. night,
I was there when you were but a child, complete what I've begun.
with a faith to suit you well; When the evening gently closes in
in a blaze of light you wandered off and you shut your weary eyes,
to find where demons dwell." I'll be there as | have always been,

with just one more surprise."'

4 "'l was there to hear your borning cry,
I'll be there when you are old.
I rejoiced the day you were baptized
to see your life unfold.™

Text: John C. Ylvisaker, b. 1937
Text © 1985 John C. Ylvisaker

“Rise, O Sun of Righteousness” ELW 657 vs 1&3
Pastor Moessner
1 Rise, O Sun of righteousness; 3 Gather in your scattered flock;
with your might creation bless. give us water from the rock.
Shine upon your church today, Bless the unity we share
showing all your gentle way. in our shepherd's loving care.
Have mercy, Lord. Have mercy, Lord.

Text: Christian David, et al.; tr. Frank W. Stoldt, b. 1958
Text © 2003 Augsburg Fortress.

From Sundays and Seasons.com. ©2021 Augsburg Fortress. All rights reserved. Reprinted by permission under Augsburg Fortress Liturgies
Annual License #SAS006828. Reprinted under OneL.icense.net #A-705181. New Revised Standard Version Bible, ©1989, Division of
Christian Education of the National Council of the Churches of Christ in the United States of America. Used by permission. All rights
reserved. Evangelical Lutheran Worship ©2006 Augsburg Fortress. Reprinted by permission under Augsburg Fortress Liturgies Annual
License #26828. CCLI License #1511530.




“Wonderful Words of Life”

vs.1& 3

Pastor Inbarasu

1 Sing them over again to me,

Wonderful words of life;

Let me more of their beauty see,
Wonderful words of life;

Words of life and beauty

Teach me faith and duty.
Beautiful words, wonderful words,
Wonderful words of life;

Beautiful words, wonderful words,
Wonderful words of life.

“Lord, Thee I Love with All My Heart”

3 Sweetly echo the gospel call,

Wonderful words of life;

Offer pardon and peace to all,
Wonderful words of life;

Jesus , only Savior

Sanctify forever.

Beautiful words, wonderful words,
Wonderful words of life;

Beautiful words, wonderful words,
Wonderful words of life.

ELW 750 vs. 1 & 2

Pastor Hall

1 Lord, thee I love with all my heart;
| pray thee, ne'er from me depart;
with tender mercy cheer me.
Earth has no pleasure I would share,
yea, heav'n itself were void and bare
if thou, Lord, were not near me.

And should my heart for sorrow break,

my trust in thee can nothing shake.
Thou art the portion | have sought;
thy precious blood my soul has bought.
Lord Jesus Christ,

my God and Lord, my God and Lord,
forsake me not! I trust thy word.

(stand)
PRAYER AFTER COMMUNION

Pl We give you thanks, almighty God,

2 Yea, Lord, thy own rich bounty gave

my body, soul, and all | have

in this poor life of labor.

Lord, grant that I in ev'ry place
may glorify thy lavish grace

and serve and help my neighbor.
Let no false teaching me beguile,

let Satan not my soul defile.

Give strength and patience unto me
to bear my cross and follow thee.
Lord Jesus Christ,

my God and Lord, my God and Lord,
in death thy comfort still afford.

Text: Martin Schalling, 1532-1608;
tr. Catherine Winkworth, 1827-1878, alt.

that you have refreshed us through the healing power of this gift of life. In your
mercy, strengthen us through this gift, in faith toward you and in fervent love toward
one another; for the sake of Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen.



SENDING

DISMISSAL OF EUCHARISTIC MINISTERS

BLESSING
Pl The Lord bless you and keep you. The Lord’s face shine on you with grace and mercy. The
Lord look upon you with favor and give you peace. In the name of the Father, and of the -
Son, and of the Holy Spirit.

THREE-FOLD AMEN

HYMN “When in Our Music God Is Glorified ” ELW 851
Deacon Johnson
1 When in our music God is glorified, 3 So has the church, in liturgy and song,
and adoration leaves no room for pride, in faith and love,
it is as though the whole creation cried: through centuries of wrong,
Alleluia! borne witness to the truth in ev'ry tongue:
Alleluia!
2 How oft, in making music, we have found
a new dimension in the world of sound, 4 And did not Jesus sing a psalm that night
as worship moved us to a more profound when utmost evil strove against the light?
Alleluia! Then let us sing,
for whom he won the fight:
Alleluia!

5 Letev'ry instrument be tuned for praise;
let all rejoice who have a voice to raise;
and may God give us faith to sing always:
Alleluial

Text: Fred Pratt Green, 1903-2000
Text © 1972 Hope Publishing Company, Carol Stream, IL 60188.
All rights reserved. Used by permission.

DISMISSAL
P) Go in peace. Jesus Christ is with you always.
Thanks be to God.

POSTLUDE
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KOUNTZE STAFF

Senior Pastor

Associate Pastor
Associate Pastor
Visitation Pastor
Christian Ed Coordinator

Pr. Olaf Roynesdal
Pr. Shari Duminy
Pr. Ashley Hall

Pr. Inba Inbarasu
Kristin Boe

Debbie Bogue Office Manager
Sarah Jewell Administrative Assistant
Noni Cambridge Staff Treasurer
Judi Boe Financial Secretary
Jim Smejkal Bldg. Super./Dir. of Cong.

Activities
Kayla Slaight Housekeeper
Barbara Carlsen Dir. of Music & Fine Arts
Mark Jones Organist
David Gerard Saturday Accompanist
Sheri Lynn Tipton Night Security Manager

Norma Pafford Nursery Superintendent

KOUNTZE

Memorial Lutheran Church

A

2650 Farnam Street Omaha, NE 68131
402-341-7761 www.kmlchurch.org
October 2 & 3,2021

Kountze Memorial Lutheran Church is a vibrant, historic faith
community that welcomes all and provides ministries for all
ages and walks of life. We are a “City-wide Church with a
World-wide Ministry” and have been worshiping, growing,

and serving in downtown Omaha for over 160 years. If you are

new to Kountze Memorial, we invite you to visit the Welcome
Desk in Fellowship Hall for more information about who we are

Director of the Weber Clinic
Food Pantry Director
Exec. Dir. Kountze Commons

Joyce Palmer
Susann Henry
Taylor Brown

Holy Communion

All who are baptized and trust in Christ's presence in
Holy Communion are invited to commune at the Lord's
Table. Children not yet communing will receive a
blessing. Instructions will be provided during worship.
It is the understanding of the universal Church that
those who wish to commune with bread only
(especially for health reasons) have communed fully.

Children in Worship

We believe that all are welcome in worship and
encourage families to worship together. Quiet activity
bags, children’s bibles, and bulletins are available, as
well as a Quiet Room, just off the west side of the main
sanctuary, that includes a TV and a variety of toys,
games, and books for young children.

Nursery

Our nursery is available from 9 AM—noon for children
0—2 years. Please ask an usher if you are unsure as to
where our nursery is and would like to use it

Attendance Cards

All those attending worship are encouraged to fill out
the card included in your bulletin and place in the
offering plate.

Large Print Bulletins and Listening Devices
Please speak to an usher if you would like a large print
bulletin or an assisted listening device.

and what we do.

E-news & Social Media

If you would like to receive our weekly e-news and
monthly e-newsletter, add your e-mail address to the
card in your bulletin or text your e-mail address to
22828.

TODAY AT KOUNTZE

Children’s Choir

9:20 AM

Ages K-6t Grade

Barb Carlsen will be leading the singers during the
9:00 AM sermon. Those interested in participating in
choir will attend the first part of the 9:00 service with
their families, come forward for the children's
blessing, and then go to the upstairs choir room for
practice before returning for Communion.

Coffee Hour

Please feel free to stop for coffee in the Fellowship Hall
following service today. We need volunteers to help
serve coffee and cookies. If you can help, please see Jim
Smejkal 402-341-7761 or jim@kmlchurch.org.

Altar Flowers are given to the glory of God in honor
of those celebrating ordination anniversaries; in
honor of Arnold & LeClare Steffen’s 73rd wedding
anniversary given by daughter Jane & Rodney Lynam,
Granddaughter, Jennifer Hellwig, and son, Tom Steffen

Eternal Candle is given to the glory of God in honor of
our new members



TODAY AT KOUNTZE, continued

Television Broadcast is sponsored by Myrtle Weible
and Laurine Savine in thankfulness for all the Pastors
and Deacons for their years of Christian Ministry

Sunday School

Join us on Sundays on the 21 floor for Sunday School.
Preschool 1 (2-4 yrs) meets from 9:00—10:00 AM
(child care for those too old for the nursery). Sunday
School (2 yrs-6th grade) is held from 10:10—10:50
AM.

New Members

We welcome new members this weekend. Please be
sure to introduce yourself to them and help them to
feel welcome. Thank you to John Fox Design for
donating corsages and boutonnieres for our new
members.

Milestone Ordination Anniversary Celebrations
This Sunday, October 3

Join us in Worship and Fellowship Time to celebrate
those who have served in ministry of the church.

Former Bishop Rev. David deFreese, a son of the
congregation, will be preaching at both services. A
reception time with cake and remembrances will
happen between services. We invite the congregation
to bring cards of congratulations and thanks to place
in a gift bag for each one.

Pumpkin Patch

Bellevue Berry Farm and Pumpkin Patch

This Sunday, October 3

1:00 - 5:00 PM

Kountze Memorial is hosting an afternoon at the
Bellevue Berry Farm and Pumpkin Patch. Join us at a
reserved campfire pit for hotdogs, chips, smores, and
beverages. Admission is $10 per person with children
aged 2 and under free. The Bellevue Berry Farm
offers pick-your-own vegetables, a three-story pirate
ship, hayrack rides, and many other attractions.
There will also be yard games around the campfire.
Please RSVP to the church office at 402-341-7761, by
Friday, October 1. Contact Kristin Boe at
Kristin@kmlchurch.org with any questions.

This Week at Kountze Memorial

October 3 Sunday
9:00 AM & 11:00 AM Worship
9:00 AM Nursery (0-2 yrs)
9:00 AM Welcome New Members
9:10 AM Children’s Choir (K-6th gr)
10:10 AM Sunday School (2yr-6t gr)
10:10 AM Youth Forum (gr 7-12)
10:10 AM Adult Forum
October 4 Monday
10:00 AM Pantry
October 5 Tuesday
9:00 AM Staff Meeting
12:00 PM Yesterday's Youth
October 6 Wednesday
12:15 PM Worship
6:00 PM Confirmation Supper
6:30 PM Confirmation Class
7:00 PM Adult Choir Rehearsal

October 7 Thursday
4:00 PM Healing Gift Free Clinic
October 8 Friday
5:00 PM Pantry
October 9 Saturday
5:00 PM Worship
October 10 Sunday
Pentecost 20
8:00 AM & 10:00 AM Adult Choir
9:00 AM & 11:00 AM Worship
9:00 AM Nursery (0-2 yrs)
9:10 AM Children’s Choir (K-6th gr)
10:10 AM Sunday School (2yr-6t gr)
10:10 AM Youth Forum (gr 7-12)
10:10 AM Adult Forum
12:15 PM Bible Seminar
12:15 PM Book Group

Yesterday's Youth
Tuesday, Octeber5
Lunch at 12:00 PM
The Nebraska Humane Society had to cancel due to
a date conflict so the group will not meet in October.

How to Use Your Bible Seminar
Sunday, October 10
12:15 PM (following 11:00 AM service)
Parents and children are invited to a seminar on
how to use your Bible. In anticipation of Bible Sunday,




we will be teaching skills on how to introduce your
child to the scriptures, gain confidence in using the
Bible, and ways to study the stories of the Bible as a
family. This seminar is geared toward elementary aged
students. Lunch will be provided. Please RSVP to the
church office at 402-341-7761 by Friday, October 8.
Contact Kristin Boe at Kristin@kmlchurch.org with
any questions.

Kountze Memorial, Inc. Annual Meeting

Sunday, October 17

A Meeting of Members of Kountze Memorial, Inc.

(“KMI”) will be held at Kountze Memorial Lutheran

Church at 2650 Farnam Street, Omaha, Nebraska

68131, on October 17,2021, at 10:15 a.m. local time in

the Fellowship Hall to consider the following:

1. To approve and ratify and sale of deFreese Manor
to House of David Preservation, Inc. While this sale
was previously approved by the members in June,
the October 17 meeting will formalize such
approval in a manner that complies with Nebraska
law and what Nebraska Attorney General’s office
requires for non-profit organizations.

2. To amend the Articles of Incorporation to allow
KMI to distribute upon dissolution all funds
remaining after the payment of debts to Kountze
Memorial Lutheran Church.

3. To dissolve KMI, contingent on the closing of the
sale of deFreese Manor.

A formal notice of the Meeting has been mailed to all

members. All members are cordially invited and

strongly encouraged to attend the meeting. All
questions may be directed to Scott Henneman,

President of the Board of Kountze Memorial Inc. via

email scotthenneman@aol.com.

See the September Good News for detailed information

First Communion Class

Sunday, October 17 and 24

12:15 PM

Communion is open to all baptized Christians. Those
children who are already communing or those children
interested in receiving Holy Communion, are invited to
a First Communion class. We will begin with lunch in
the conference room followed by instruction in the
Nave with Kristin Boe and Pastor Hall. Participants
will receive their First Communion on Reformation
Sunday, October 31, at 9:00 AM. A good guide for
determining when your children are ready to receive
Communion is when they begin to ask about receiving
it during the liturgy. The curriculum will be “Fed &
Forgiven.” All ages are welcome; the course is geared
toward second graders. Please register with the

church office at 402-341-7761 or info@kmlchurch.org.

Kountze Food Pantry

The Kountze Food Pantry is once again collecting full-
sized hygiene items. We compile bags including
shampoo/conditioner, bar soap or body wash, razors
and shaving cream, feminine hygiene products,
toothbrushes, toothpaste, and floss. We will hand these
out in gift bags for the upcoming holidays. Thank you
for your contributions, prayers and continued support
for our ministry!

Evensong 2021 and Chili Cookoff

Rejoice! Lutheran Church

2556 S 138th Street in Omaha

Sunday, October 17

3:00 PM - 5:00 PM

Do you have a favorite chili recipe? Consider entering
it in the cookoff. NE Lutheran Campus Ministry would
like to have at least one entry per church to make it
more fun. Besides the chili cookoff, there will be a
silent auction, raffle, Holden Evening Prayer worship,
and special music. For information or to be a part of
the chili cook off, contact Jon Fredricks at
jfredricks@nelcm.com or Pastor Jim Holthus at
lootrn@hotmail.com.

Pantry Volunteers Needed:
Mondays: 7:30-9 AM; 9-11AM; 11 AM-1PM
Fridays: 4-7PM
If you would like to help, please sign up to volunteer at
the following link:
https://form.jotform.com/200834787701155

ATTENDANCE & GIVING
Saturday: 27
Sunday: 9:00: 125 11:00: 39
Wednesday: 12:15: 11 Confirmation: 0
Total: 231
Streaming: 108
Cox Cable: 220
Pantry Guests Served:1,032 (includes 308 chil-
dren) Note: An average of 30.5% of the people
served by our pantry in September were chil-
dren.
Medical Clinic Guests Served: 28
Offering:
$11,190.00 (Regular) $8,739.83 (Specials)
$1,437.00 (Debt Reduction)




Jesus heals and blesses the defenseless.

These passages are related to the Lectionary texts for this Sunday. o ta kl n gT

Sunday Mark 10:2-16 Jesus blesses the children - . fa Ith
Monday Genesis 2:18-24 God creates a human partner h o m e
TueSday Hebrews 1:1-4' 25_12 GOd has SpOken through ]esus © 2018 Vibrant Faith Ministries. All rights reserved
WedneSday Psalm 147:1-11 Praise the Lord Written by Pr. Greg Priebbenow and edited by Vibr‘:ant Faith Ministries:
Thursday ]oel 2:18-27 God’s response and promise Go to www.vibrantfaithathome.org for more faith-forming activities.
Friday Acts 3:1-10 Peter heals a cripple

Saturday Psalm 8 God honors humanity

Sunday Mark 10:17-31 A rich man goes away sad

“Truly I [Jesus] tell you, whoever does not receive the kingdom of God as a little child will never enter it.” And he took them
up in his arms, laid his hands on them, and blessed them. Mark 10:15-16 (NRSV)

A Prayer for the Week:

God of tender care, help us to care for creation, for human beings, and family relationships so that we may serve one
another in peace. In Jesus’ name, amen.

Mealtime Prayer:

Dear God, for this food we give thanks and praise that you are aware of our needs and care for us with your majesty.
Amen. (Psalm 8)

A Blessing to Give:

May the glory of God bless you to live, to love, and to serve in Jesus’ name.

Discuss in your home, small group, or use for personal reflections:

e What words would you use to describe a good relationship with someone?

e What hurts relationships with others?

¢ God desires us to have life-giving relationships. In what ways can you fulfill God’s desire for relationships with
others?

Read: Mark 10:2-16.

When we read that the Pharisees ask Jesus about divorce, our bodies can easily tighten. Divorce has touched all of our
lives. We know that at times divorce, as painful as it is, is better than remaining in a hurtful relationship. Jesus goes to
the heart of the matter: God desires life-giving relationships, not divorce. Why is this so important? Because in Jesus’
day women and children paid the greatest price in a divorce. Family life is foundational to our social fabric. For much
of our history—and especially during Judaism of the New Testament—the protection provided by the shelter and
wealth of a husband and father was essential to survival. Without it, women and children were left poor and ostracized
by society. Today, men, too, can be the ones left with grief and distress. Jesus is speaking here to defend defenseless
lives. He is teaching his disciples as they journey to Jerusalem to care for the helpless, the poor, and the socially
dispossessed. This story in Mark about divorce, women, and children ends by caring for the two groups hurt mostin a
divorce in his day: women and children. He does not chastise them. He offers them his healing care, lays his hands on
the children, and blesses them. How have you helped people who have been affected by divorce?

Pray: God of life and healing, help us to care for one another and to protect one another with our words and
our actions through the healing touch of our Savior, Jesus Christ. Amen.

Genesis 2:18-24 has real humor woven into the story of the creation of the woman. The all-knowing God has difficulty
finding a helper and partner for the human being just created. Finally, God creates the woman as the perfect match. In
describing the greatest mysteries of life, the Bible can be playful. As you enjoy relationships with others, be sure to find
time for play and humor with those around you this week.

Go outside at night this week when the night sky isn’t hidden by clouds. When you go inside, talk about the beauty of
the sky and the different constellations that you saw. End your time by reading Psalm 8. If you are with others, close
with this blessing: May the majesty of God bless you to live and serve others in Jesus’ name.

NEXT WEEK’S READINGS: Amos 5:6-7,10-15; Psalm 90:12-17
Hebrews 4:12-16; Mark 10:17-31
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