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October 31, 2021 9:00 & 11:00 AM 

REFORMATION 

 

Rooted in the past and growing into the future, the church must always be reformed in order to live out 

the love of Christ in an ever-changing world. We celebrate the good news of God’s grace, that Jesus 

Christ sets us free every day to do this life-transforming work. Trusting in the freedom given to us in 

baptism, we pray for the church, that Christians will unite more fully in worship and mission. 
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GATHERING 
 
 

PRELUDE   Kountze Brass 

  Scott Quackenbush, Jaime Tyser, trumpet 

Jason Stromquist, Jay Wise, trombone 
   

WELCOME AND ANNOUNCEMENTS 
 

(stand) 

CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS 

P In the name of the Father, and of the + Son, and of the Holy Spirit. 

C Amen. 
 

P Almighty God, to whom all hearts are open, all desires known, and from whom no secrets 

are hid: cleanse the thoughts of our hearts by the inspiration of your Holy Spirit, that we 

may perfectly love you and worthily magnify your holy name, through Jesus Christ our 

Lord. 

C Amen. 
 

P Let us confess our sin in the presence of God and of one another. 
   

Silence is kept for reflection and self-examination. 
 

P Most merciful God, 

 C we confess that we are captive to sin and cannot free ourselves. 

  We have sinned against you in thought, word, and deed, 

   by what we have done and by what we have left undone. 

  We have not loved you with our whole heart; 

   we have not loved our neighbors as ourselves. 

  For the sake of your Son, Jesus Christ, have mercy on us. 

  Forgive us, renew us, and lead us,  

   so that we may delight in your will and walk in your ways, 

   to the glory of your holy name. Amen. 
   

P In the mercy of almighty God, Jesus Christ was given to die for us, and for his sake God 

forgives us all our sins. As a called and ordained minister of the church of Christ, and by 

his authority, I therefore declare to you the entire forgiveness of all your sins, in the name 

of the Father, and of the + Son, and of the Holy Spirit. 

C Amen. 
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PROCESSIONAL HYMN  “A Mighty Fortress Is Our God” ELW 504 

 

1 A mighty fortress is our God, 

 a sword and shield victorious; 

 he breaks the cruel oppressor's rod 

 and wins salvation glorious. 

 The old satanic foe 

 has sworn to work us woe! 

 With craft and dreadful might  

 he arms himself to fight. 

 On earth he has no equal. 

 

2 No strength of ours can match his might! 

 We would be lost, rejected. 

 But now a champion comes to fight, 

 whom God himself elected. 

 You ask who this may be? 

 The Lord of hosts is he! 

 Christ Jesus, mighty Lord, 

 God's only Son, adored. 

 He holds the field victorious. 

 

3 Though hordes of devils fill the land 

 all threat'ning to devour us, 

 we tremble not, unmoved we stand; 

 they cannot overpow'r us. 

 Let this world's tyrant rage; 

 in battle we'll engage! 

 His might is doomed to fail; 

 God's judgment must prevail! 

 One little word subdues him. 

 

4 God's Word forever shall abide, 

 no thanks to foes, who fear it; 

 for God himself fights by our side 

 with weapons of the Spirit. 

 Were they to take our house, 

 goods, honor, child, or spouse, 

 though life be wrenched away, 

 they cannot win the day. 

 The kingdom's ours forever! 

 

Text: Martin Luther, 1483-1546; tr. Lutheran Book of Worship 

Text © 1978 Lutheran Book of Worship, admin. Augsburg Fortress. 

 
APOSTOLIC GREETING 

P The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion of the Holy Spirit 

be with you all. 

C And also with you. 
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HYMN OF PRAISE 
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PRAYER OF THE DAY 

P Almighty God, gracious Lord,  

C we thank you that your Holy Spirit renews the church in every age. Pour out your 

Holy Spirit on your faithful people. Keep them steadfast in your word, protect and 

comfort them in times of trial, defend them against all enemies of the gospel, and 

bestow on the church your saving peace, through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord, 

who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. Amen. 

 

 
WORD 

 
(sit) 

FIRST READING  Jeremiah 31:31-34 
The renewed covenant will not be breakable, but like the old covenant it will expect the people to live upright lives. 

To know the Lord means that one will defend the cause of the poor and needy (Jer. 22:16). The renewed covenant is 

possible only because the Lord will forgive iniquity and not remember sin. Our hope lies in a God who forgets. 

he days are surely coming, says the Lord, when I will make a new covenant with the house of 

Israel and the house of Judah. 32It will not be like the covenant that I made with their 

ancestors when I took them by the hand to bring them out of the land of Egypt—a covenant that 

they broke, though I was their husband, says the Lord. 33But this is the covenant that I will make 

with the house of Israel after those days, says the Lord: I will put my law within them, and I will 

write it on their hearts; and I will be their God, and they shall be my people. 34No longer shall 

they teach one another, or say to each other, “Know the Lord,” for they shall all know me, from 

the least of them to the greatest, says the Lord; for I will forgive their iniquity, and remember 

their sin no more. 

L The word of the Lord.     C Thanks be to God. 

 

  

T 
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PSALM 46 (read responsively) 
1God is our refuge and strength, 

a very present help in trouble. 

 2Therefore we will not fear, though the earth be moved, 

  and though the mountains shake in the depths of the sea; 
3though its waters rage and foam, 

and though the mountains tremble with its tumult. 

 4There is a river whose streams make glad the city of God, 

  the holy habitation of the Most High. 
5God is in the midst of the city; it shall not be shaken; 

God shall help it at the break of day. 

 6The nations rage, and the kingdoms shake; 

  God speaks, and the earth melts away.  
7The LORD of hosts is with us; 

the God of Jacob is our stronghold. 

 8Come now, regard the works of the LORD, 

  what desolations God has brought upon the earth; 
9behold the one who makes war to cease in all the world; 

who breaks the bow, and shatters the spear, and burns the shields with fire. 

 10“Be still, then, and know that I am God; 

  I will be exalted among the nations; I will be exalted in the earth.” 
11The LORD of hosts is with us;  

  the God of Jacob is our stronghold.  

 

SECOND READING  Romans 3:19-28 
Paul’s words stand at the heart of the preaching of Martin Luther and other Reformation leaders. No human beings 

make themselves right with God through works of the law. We are brought into a right relationship with God 

through the divine activity centered in Christ’s death. This act is a gift of grace that liberates us from sin and 

empowers our faith in Jesus Christ. 

ow we know that whatever the law says, it speaks to those who are under the law, so that 

every mouth may be silenced, and the whole world may be held accountable to God. 20For 

“no human being will be justified in his sight” by deeds prescribed by the law, for through the 

law comes the knowledge of sin. 

  21But now, apart from law, the righteousness of God has been disclosed, and is attested by the 

law and the prophets, 22the righteousness of God through faith in Jesus Christ for all who believe. 

For there is no distinction, 23since all have sinned and fall short of the glory of God; 24they are 

now justified by his grace as a gift, through the redemption that is in Christ Jesus, 25whom God 

put forward as a sacrifice of atonement by his blood, effective through faith. He did this to show 

his righteousness, because in his divine forbearance he had passed over the sins previously 

committed; 26it was to prove at the present time that he himself is righteous and that he justifies 

N 
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the one who has faith in Jesus. 

  27Then what becomes of boasting? It is excluded. By what law? By that of works? No, but by 

the law of faith. 28For we hold that a person is justified by faith apart from works prescribed by 

the law. 

L The word of the Lord.     C Thanks be to God. 

 

(stand) 

GOSPEL ACCLAMATION “God’s Word is Our Great Heritage”  

 
 
 
 P The Holy Gospel according to St. John.  
C Glory to you, O Lord! 

 

HOLY GOSPEL John 8:31-36 
Jesus speaks of truth and freedom as spiritual realities known through his word. He reveals the truth that sets 

people free from sin. 

esus said to the Jews who had believed in him, “If you continue in my word, you are truly my 

disciples; 32and you will know the truth, and the truth will make you free.” 33They answered 

him, “We are descendants of Abraham and have never been slaves to anyone. What do you mean 

by saying, ‘You will be made free’?” 

  34Jesus answered them, “Very truly, I tell you, everyone who commits sin is a slave to 

sin. 35The slave does not have a permanent place in the household; the son has a place there 

forever. 36So if the Son makes you free, you will be free indeed.”  

P The Gospel of the Lord. C Praise to you, O Christ. 
 

J 
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(sit) 

CHILDREN’S BLESSING (9:00 AM) 
 

SERMON      Pastor Roynesdal 
 

(stand)  

HYMN OF THE DAY “Lord, Keep Us Steadfast in Your Word” ELW 517 
 

1 Lord, keep us steadfast in your word; 

 curb those who by deceit or sword 

 would wrest the kingdom from your Son 

 and bring to naught all he has done. 

2 Lord Jesus Christ, your pow'r make known, 

 for you are Lord of lords alone; 

 defend your holy church, that we 

 may sing your praise eternally. 

 

 
 

 

 
 

Text: Martin Luther, 1483-1546;  

tr. Catherine Winkworth, 1827-1878, alt. 

 

THE APOSTLES’ CREED  

P God has made us his people through our Baptism into Christ. 

 Living together in trust and hope, we confess  our faith.  

C I believe in God, the Father almighty, 

 creator of heaven and earth. 
  

 I believe in Jesus Christ, God's only Son, our Lord, 

 who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, 

 born of the virgin Mary, 

 suffered under Pontius Pilate, 

 was crucified, died, and was buried; 

 he descended to the dead. 

 On the third day he rose again; 

 he ascended into heaven, 

 he is seated at the right hand of the Father, 

 and he will come to judge the living and the dead. 
 

 I believe in the Holy Spirit,  

 the holy catholic church,  

 the communion of saints,  

 the forgiveness of sins, 

 the resurrection of the body,  

 and the life everlasting. Amen. 

3 O Comforter of priceless worth, 

 send peace and unity on earth; 

 support us in our final strife 

 and lead us out of death to life. 
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PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION 

Response:   P Lord, in your mercy, 

 C hear our prayer. 
 

(In our prayers today, during a time of silence, pray for those listed below and for others according to 

their needs) 
 

Sympathy: to the family and friends of Patricia Elson, mother of Gretchen Engelkamp; to the 

family and friends of Robert Ringo 

Thanksgiving: for the baptism of Cole Thomas Clanton, son of Jared & Tana Clanton; for those 

receiving First Communion this weekend 

Illness: Anatharaj, father of Pr. Inba Inbarasu, Richard Bock, Karen Buchholz, Don Burton, 

Joyce Daberkow, sister of Karen & Shirley Bonneau, Gail Durban, Mike Edris, Rodney 

Edwards, Mary Hilkemann, Richard Holzer,  Renee Johnson, Mark Kidder, Jason Klonglan, 

Rosanne Klug, mother of David Klug, Marcie Lafleur, Mary Olson, John Rayno, Toby Rees, 

Sheri Tipton, John Waterman, Darlene White 

Other Prayers: Those serving in the military – Wyatt Johnson, Josh Kropenske, Michael 

McNeill, Daniel Milstead, Cody Ray, Sheldon Skovgaard, Michael Vutov, Joel Woosley 

Other Prayers: Those serving in mission –  Rev. Chandran Paul Martin, India; Dr. Stephen & 

Jodi Swanson, Tanzania; Rev. Rachel Ringlaben, Argentina; Meghan Brown Saavedra, Mexico;  

and Dan & Ginny Rath, international translators 
 

Other Prayers: Seminarians—Adam Klinker, Katie Larson, Giselle Loucks, Justin Perkins 

 

WE SHARE GOD’S PEACE 

 P  The peace of Christ be with you always.  

 C  And also with you. 
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MEAL 
 

(sit) 

THE OFFERING IS RECEIVED 
Please Support the overall ministry of Kountze Memorial during these difficult times. If you are 

visiting with us today, please do not feel obligated to participate in this portion of worship. If you 

would like, use the QR code scanner on your smart phone to give online.  If you are able, please 

mail in your offering or donate on-line. Thank you!  

 

MUSICAL OFFERING  “God is Our Refuge” by Allen Pote

  Kountze Brass 

  Scott Quackenbush, Jaime Tyser, trumpet 

Jason Stromquist, Jay Wise, trombone 
  

God is our refuge and strength: A present help in time of trouble. 

Though the mountains shake in the heart of the sea,  

though the waters roar and foam, we will not fear. 

 

Come and behold the work of the Lord, the awesome acts of God.  

He is in the midst of his people, in all the earth. 

He is the Word; we are his hands. He will lead us. 

He is the air, we are his song, we will celebrate his presence, all the day long. 

 

God is our refuge and strength: A present help in time of trouble. 

Though the mountains shake in the heart of the sea,  

though the waters roar and foam, we will not fear. 

 

Come and behold the work of the Lord, the awesome acts of God.  

He is in the midst of his people, in all the earth. 

He is the rain; we are his stones. He will cleanse us. 

He is the air, we are his song, we will celebrate his presence, all the day long. 

 

God is our refuge and strength: A present help in time of trouble. 

Though the mountains shake in the heart of the sea,  

though the waters roar and foam, we will not fear.  

We will not fear. We will not fear. We will not fear. 
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THE TABLE IS PREPARED 
 

 (stand) 

OFFERTORY HYMN  

 
 

OFFERING PRAYER 

P Blessed are you, O God, maker of all things. 

C  Through your goodness you have blessed us with these gifts: ourselves, our time, and 

our possessions. Use us, and what we have gathered, in feeding the world with your 

love, through the one who gave himself for us, Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord. 

Amen.  

 

  



12 

 

THE GREAT THANKSGIVING 

 
 

PREFACE FOR SUNDAYS IN PENTECOST 

 

SANCTUS 

 
 

THE WORDS OF INSTITUTION 
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THE LORD’S PRAYER 

P Lord, remember us in your kingdom and teach us all to pray: 

C Our Father, who art in heaven,  

 hallowed be thy name,  

 thy kingdom come,  

 thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven.  

 Give us this day our daily bread;  

 and forgive us our trespasses,  

 as we forgive those who trespass against us;  

 and lead us not into temptation,  

 but deliver us from evil.  

 For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory,  

 forever and ever. Amen. 
 

INVITATION TO COMMUNION 

P All who hunger and thirst, come. 

C The table is ready. 
 

THE DISTRIBUTION 
All baptized Christians who confess Jesus Christ as Lord and his Real Presence in, with and under the bread and 

wine, are welcome to the Lord’s Supper. We believe that this is the Lord’s table and is he who invites you. So you who 

are strong in faith, come with gratitude. You feel weak in faith, come to be strengthened. And you who feel you have 

no faith, come so that the God of steadfast love will touch your heart with hope and joy. 

Gluten free bread is available; simply request it. 
 

(sit) 

FIRST COMMUNION RECIPIENTS 
 (These children will receive Communion with their families first; from their place of worship under the 

Ushers direction.) 

 

Madelyn Aubry 

Vance Aubry 

Ryce Lee Brown 

Harlow Elise Burton 

Daylan Fleming 

Ryelle Fleming 

Andrew Caleb Hansen 

Wayne Eugne Hardesty 

Thomas Jensen 

Bernadette Alyston Jones 

Matilda Vivian Jones 

Rilynn Krueger 

Mila Ann Reilly 

Zane Straney 

Wyatt Wemhoff
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AGNUS DEI 

 

 

 
 

HYMNS DURING COMMUNION  “Built on a Rock” ELW 652 
  

1 Built on a rock the church shall stand, 

 even when steeples are falling; 

 crumbled have spires in ev'ry land, 

 bells still are chiming and calling— 

 calling the young and old to rest, 

 calling the souls of those distressed, 

 longing for life everlasting. 
 

2 Surely, in temples made with hands 

 God the Most High is not dwelling— 

 high in the heav'ns his temple stands, 

 all earthly temples excelling. 

 Yet God who dwells in heav'n above 

 deigns to abide with us in love, 

 making our bodies his temple. 

 

3 Christ builds a house of living stones: 

 we are his own habitation; 

 he fills our hearts, his humble thrones, 

 granting us life and salvation. 

 Where two or three will seek his face, 

 he in their midst will show his grace, 

 blessings upon them bestowing. 
 

4 Yet in this house, an earthly frame, 

 Jesus the children is blessing; 

 hither we come to praise his name, 

 faith in our Savior confessing. 

 Jesus to us his Spirit sent, 

 making with us his covenant, 

 granting his children the kingdom. 

 

 
  

5 Through all the passing years, O Lord, 

 grant that, when church bells are ringing, 

 many may come to hear your Word, 

 who here this promise is bringing: 

 "I know my own, my own know me; 

 you, not the world, my face shall see; 

 my peace I leave with you. Amen." 
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 “All Who Believe and Are Baptized” ELW 442 
 

1 All who believe and are baptized 

 shall see the Lord's salvation; 

 baptized into the death of Christ, 

 they are a new creation; 

 through Christ's redemption they will 

stand 

 among the glorious heav'nly band 

 of ev'ry tribe and nation. 

2 With one accord, O God, we pray,  

 grant us your Holy Spirit; 

 help us in our infirmity 

 through Jesus' blood and merit; 

 grant us to grow in grace each day 

 by holy baptism, that we may 

 eternal life inherit. 

Text: Thomas H. Kingo, 1634-1703; 

tr. George T. Rygh, 1860-1943, alt. 

 

 “Now We Join in Celebration” ELW 462 
 

1 Now we join in celebration 

 at our Savior's invitation, 

 dressed no more in spirit somber, 

 clothed instead in joy and wonder; 

 for the Lord of all existence, 

 putting off divine transcendence, 

 stoops again in love to meet us, 

 with his very life to feed us. 

 

2 Lord, as round this feast we gather, 

 fill our hearts with holy rapture! 

 For this bread and cup of blessing 

 are for us the sure possessing 

 of your loving deed on Calv'ry, 

 of your living self, our vict'ry, 

 pledge of your unfailing presence, 

 foretaste here of heav'nly gladness. 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Text: Joel W. Lundeen 

Text © Joel W. Lundeen, admin. Augsburg Fortress. 
 

(stand) 

PRAYER AFTER COMMUNION 

P We give you thanks, almighty God, 

C that you have refreshed us through the healing power of this gift of life. In your 

mercy, strengthen us through this gift, in faith toward you and in fervent love toward 

one another; for the sake of Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen. 
 

3 Lord, we share in this communion 

 as one fam'ly of God's children, 

 reconciled through you, our brother, 

 one in you with God our Father. 

 Give us grace to live for others, 

 serving all, both friends and strangers, 

 seeking justice, love, and mercy 

 till you come in final glory. 
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SENDING 
 

BLESSING 

P The Lord bless you and keep you. The Lord’s face shine on you with grace and mercy. The 

Lord look upon you with favor and give you peace. In the name of the Father, and of the + 

Son, and of the Holy Spirit. 

 

THREE-FOLD AMEN 

 

HYMN  “My Hope Is Built on Nothing Less”  ELW 597 
 

1 My hope is built on nothing less 

 than Jesus' blood and righteousness; 

 no merit of my own I claim, 

 but wholly lean on Jesus' name. 
 

Refrain 

 On Christ, the solid rock, I stand; 

 all other ground is sinking sand. 
 

2 When darkness veils his lovely face, 

 I rest on his unchanging grace; 

 in ev'ry high and stormy gale 

 my anchor holds within the veil.  Refrain 

 

3 His oath, his covenant, his blood 

 sustain me in the raging flood; 

 when all supports are washed away, 

 he then is all my hope and stay.  Refrain 
 

4 When he shall come with trumpet sound, 

 oh, may I then in him be found, 

 clothed in his righteousness alone, 

 redeemed to stand before the throne!  

Refrain 

 

 
Text: Edward Mote, 1797-1874, alt. 

  

DISMISSAL 

P Go in peace. Jesus Christ is with you always. 

C Thanks be to God.     

 

POSTLUDE  Kountze Brass 

  Scott Quackenbush, Jaime Tyser, trumpet 

Jason Stromquist, Jay Wise, trombone 
  

 +     +     + 

From Sundays and Seasons.com. ©2021 Augsburg Fortress. All rights reserved. Reprinted by permission under Augsburg Fortress Liturgies 

Annual License #SAS006828. Reprinted under OneLicense.net #A-705181.  New Revised Standard Version Bible, ©1989, Division of 

Christian Education of the National Council of the Churches of Christ in the United States of America. Used by permission. All rights 

reserved.  Evangelical Lutheran Worship ©2006 Augsburg Fortress. Reprinted by permission under Augsburg Fortress Liturgies Annual 

License #26828. CCLI License #1511530. 

 



KOUNTZE	STAFF	
  
Pr. Olaf Roynesdal Senior Pastor 
Pr. Shari Duminy Associate Pastor 
Pr. Ashley Hall Associate Pastor 
Pr. Inba Inbarasu Visitation Pastor 
Kristin Boe Christian Ed Coordinator 
Debbie Bogue Of ice Manager 
Sarah Jewell Administrative Assistant 
Noni Cambridge Staff Treasurer 
Judi Boe Financial Secretary 
Jim Smejkal Bldg. Super./Dir. of Cong. 
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Norma Pafford Nursery Superintendent 
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Susann Henry Food Pantry Director 
Taylor Brown Exec. Dir. Kountze Commons 

October	30	&	31,	2021	
	

Kountze	Memorial	Lutheran	Church	is	a	vibrant,	historic	faith	
community	that	welcomes	all	and	provides	ministries	for	all	
ages	and	walks	of	life.		We	are	a	“City‐wide	Church	with	a	
World‐wide	Ministry”	and	have	been	worshiping,	growing,	
and	serving	in	downtown	Omaha	for	over	160	years.	If	you	are	
new	to	Kountze	Memorial,	we	invite	you	to	visit	the	Welcome	
Desk	in	Fellowship	Hall	for	more	information	about	who	we	are	

and	what	we	do. 

2650	Farnam	Street	 Omaha,	NE	68131	
402‐341‐7761	 www.kmlchurch.org	

Holy	Communion	
All who are baptized and trust in Christ's presence in 
Holy Communion are invited to commune at the Lord's 
Table. Children not yet communing will receive a 
blessing. Instructions will be provided during worship. 
It is the understanding of the universal Church that 
those who wish to commune with bread only 
(especially for health reasons) have communed fully. 
 
Children	in	Worship	
We believe that all are welcome in worship and 
encourage families to worship together. Quiet activity 
bags, children’s bibles, and bulletins are available, as 
well as a Quiet Room, just off the west side of the main 
sanctuary, that includes a TV and a variety of toys, 
games, and books for young children. 
 
Nursery 
Our nursery is available from 9 AM—noon for children 
0—2 years. Please ask an usher if you are unsure as to 
where our nursery is and would like to use it 
 
Attendance	Cards	
All those attending worship are encouraged to ill out 
the card included in your bulletin and place in the 
offering plate. 
 
Large	Print	Bulletins	and	Listening	Devices	
Please speak to an usher if you would like a large print 
bulletin or an assisted listening device. 
 

E‐news	&	Social	Media	
If you would like to receive our weekly e-news and 
monthly e-newsletter, add your  e-mail address to the 
card in your bulletin or text your e-mail address to 
22828. 
 

Today	at	Kountze	
 
First	Communion  
Fifteen of our children will begin receiving Holy 
Communion today. Please join them in the Fellowship 
Hall at 10:10 for a reception with cake. 
	
Children’s	Choir	
9:20	AM	
Ages	K‐6th	Grade	
Barb Carlsen will be leading the singers during the 
9:00 AM sermon. Those interested in participating in 
choir will attend the irst part of the 9:00 service with 
their families, come forward for the children's 
blessing, and then go to the upstairs choir room for 
practice before returning for Communion.  
 
Coffee	Hour	
Please feel free to stop for coffee in the Fellowship Hall 
following service today. We need volunteers to help 
serve coffee and cookies. If you can help, please see Jim 
Smejkal 402-341-7761 or jim@kmlchurch.org. 
 
 

Today	at	Kountze, continued	on	next	page	



Sunday	School  
Sundays,	10:10	‐	10:50	AM	
Join us on Sundays on the 2nd loor for Sunday 
School. Preschool 1 (2-4 yrs) meets from 9:00—
10:00 AM (child care for those too old for the 
nursery).  

Youth	Forum	
Sundays,	10:10	‐	10:50	AM	
All 7th – 12th Graders are invited to join us! 
This	Sunday—Youth Gathering Bible Study “God’s 
Boundless Love for Us”	

2022	Summer	Youth	Trip	Registrations	
ELCA	Youth	Gathering	in	Minneapolis,	MN	
July	24	–	July	31,	2022	
Grades	8	–	12	
We will extend our trip through July 31 to explore 
and serve in the Twin City area while possibly 
staying in a cabin on one of their 10,000 lakes. All 
8th – 12th graders are encouraged to join in the 
journey. Your cost for the whole trip is $450.00.  
Registration	is	due	now	with	a	$150.00	non‐
refundable	deposit.	Please let Pastor Shari know 

your intention. Do not let inances keep you from 
signing up. An extended registration date is January 
5 with the cost of the trip increasing by $50.00. 
 
Lutheran	Youth	of	Nebraska		(LYON)	Assembly	
The annual Lutheran Youth of Nebraska (LYON) 
Assembly is a chance for youth in grades 9-12 and 
their adult leaders to gather from across Nebraska 
for a weekend of connecting with one another and 
connecting with God.  LYON Assembly will be held 
9:00 AM -6:00 PM on Saturday, November 20, at 

October	31	Sunday	
Reformation Sunday 
Bible Sunday 

8:00 AM & 10:00 AM Adult Choir 
9:00 AM & 11:00 AM Worship 
9:00 AM Nursery (0-2 yrs) 
9:00 AM First Communion 
9:10 AM Children’s Choir (K-6th gr) 
10:10 AM Sunday School (2 yr-6thgr) 
10:10 AM Youth Forum (gr 7-12) 
10:10 AM Adult Forum 

November	1	Monday	
10:00 AM Pantry 

November	2	Tuesday	
9:00 AM Staff Meeting 
6:30 PM Christian Education 

November	3	Wednesday	
12:15 PM Worship 
6:00 PM Con irmation Supper 
6:30 PM Con irmation Class 
7:00 PM Adult Choir Rehearsal 

November	4	Thursday	
10:00 AM Patricia Elson Funeral 
4:00 PM Healing Gift Free Clinic 

November	5	Friday	
Robert Ringo Funeral 

5:00 PM Pantry 
November	6	Saturday	

Homebound Communion 
5:00 PM Worship 

November	7	Sunday	
All Saints Sunday 
Daylight Savings--fall back 1 hour 
Homebound Communion 
8:00 AM & 10:00 AM Adult Choir 
9:00 AM & 11:00 AM Worship 
9:00 AM Nursery (0-2 yrs) 
10:10 AM Sunday School (2 yr-6thgr) 
10:10 AM Youth Forum (gr 7-12) 
10:10 AM Adult Forum 

This Week at Kountze Memorial 

Today	at	Kountze,	continued	

Ongoing and Coming Soon 

Sunday	
November	7	

We “fall back” one hour 
and return to Standard 
Time on Sunday, 
November 7, at 2 AM. 
Be sure to set your 
clocks back one hour 
before bed Saturday 
night! 



Carol Joy Holling Camp near Ashland and will 
feature community-building activities, worship, 
lunch, learning and serving.  The theme this year is 
“Faith Over Fear,” and Psalm 34:4 is a guiding verse. 
Cost for the day is $30.00. Transportation will be 
provided. Registration Forms and Fee must be 
turned into Pastor Shari by Thursday,	November	4. 
 
SECOND	Annual	Men's	Chili	Cookoff	
Thursday,	November	18	
11:30	AM	
Call the church of ice or email jim@kmlchurch.org to 
sign up by Tuesday, November 17. Let us know if 
you will be entering a pot of chili or just attending. If 
you’re entering a pot of chili, there is no cost; 
otherwise, suggested donation for the event will be a 
stuffed animal/ toy to be distributed by the Kountze 
food pantry as Christmas gifts for our young pantry 
guests. 
Last year’s winners were: 

Dr. Jerry Fisher (1st place) 
Chet Worm (2nd place)  
Don Johnson (3rd place) 

Come vote on your favorite chili. There will be prizes 
for the top three and a great time of fellowship for 
all. 
 
Inter‐Faith	Thanksgiving	Service	
Sunday,	November	21	
5:00	PM	
First	Christian	Church	(6630	Dodge)	
Kountze Memorial will once again be participating in 
the Inter-Faith Thanksgiving Prayer Service. This 
has been a nearly 30-year old event and it arose out 
of the congregations that helped give birth to the 
ministries of Together, Inc. (Kountze Memorial was 
a constitutive partner in both the foundation of 
Together, Inc and the Interfaith Prayer Service). 
Please join us. 
 
Thanksgiving	Dinner	with	St.	Peter’s	
Thanksgiving	Day,	November	25	
(11:00	AM	to	1:30	PM)	
Co‐sponsored	with	and	held	at	
St.	Peter’s	Catholic	parish	(709	S	28th	Street)	
Preparations are under way for our annual 
Thanksgiving luncheon. 

Volunteers are needed to: 
a) set up the night before; 
b) donate pies/desserts; and 

c) serve food, greet, and/or clean tables during 
the meal. 

This event brings so many people in our community 
together in a spirit of Christian love and fellowship. 
Please join us, either to volunteer or as a guest; all 
are welcome. Please contact Pr. Hall or the church 
of ice to volunteer. There will also be a sign up sheet 
in your bulletin beginning next week. 
 
Kountze	Food	Pantry	
Our Pantry is participating in the Thrivent's Give 
Thanks and Give Back Food Shelf Challenge! Our job 
is to collect at least 500 individual containers of non-
perishable foods from November 1-30, 2021. The 
food drive will be supplemented with a Generosity 
Multiplier Gift, courtesy of the Thrivent Member 
Network-Nebraska Region. This means the Kountze 
Food Pantry will not only bene it from the food, we 
will receive a matching gift of $500! If you bring 
your contributions in a reusable canvas shopping 
bag, we can pass these on to our walking pantry 
guests. Thank you to all who brought hygiene 
products for our holiday gift bags. Your generosity, 
together with a very generous partnership with St. 
Michael Lutheran Church, will provide enough kits 
for 400 people! 
Please note: Family Fare receipts must be complete 
in order to be counted. Partial receipts cannot be 
submitted. 
Pantry	Volunteers	Needed:	
Mondays:  7:30 - 9 AM; 9 - 11 AM; 11 AM - 1 PM 
Fridays:  4 - 7 PM 
If you would like to help, please sign up to volunteer 
at the following link: 

https://form.jotform.com/200834787701155 

Attendance	&	Giving 
	

Saturday: 27 
Sunday: 9:00: 119   11:00: 63 
Wednesday:	12:15:	10 Con irmation: 10 
Total: 229 
Streaming:	61	
Cox	Cable:		198 
Pantry	Guests	Served:945 (includes 302 chil-

dren) 
Medical	Clinic	Guests	Served: 23 
Offering:	

$11874.82 (Regular) $1680.46 (Specials) 
$769.5 (Debt Reduction) 

Ongoing and Coming Soon continued 



NEXT	WEEK’S	READINGS:   1 Kings 17:8-16; Psalm 146 
Hebrews 9:24-28; Mark 12:38-44 
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The	grace	of	God	through	faith	sets	us	free. 
  
These passages are related to the Lectionary texts for this Sunday.  
 
Sunday  John 8:31-36  The truth will set you free  
Monday  Revelation 21:1-6a  A new heaven and earth  
Tuesday  Jeremiah 31:31-34  A new covenant  
Wednesday  Romans 3:19-28  Righteousness through faith  
Thursday  Isaiah 61:1-7  The good news of victory  
Friday  Acts 10:34-43  Gentiles hear the good news  
Saturday  Psalm 46  God is our protection  
Sunday  John 11:32-44  Jesus raises Lazarus  
   
“So	if	the	Son	makes	you	free,	you	will	be	free	indeed.”	John	8:36	(NRSV)	 
	
A	Prayer	for	the	Week:	 
Gracious God, may faith in you give us peace and joy, and move us to love and serve others through Christ our Lord. 
Amen.  
Mealtime	Prayer:	 
Dear God, may the gift of this food remind us of the gift of faith that we may be strengthened to love you and our 
neighbor each and every day. In Jesus’ name, amen.  
A	Blessing	to	Give:	 
May the God who frees you from the power of sin bless you with everlasting joy.  
	
Discuss in your home, small group, or use for personal re lections:  
Sin is about broken relationships with others and with God. What does sin mean to you?  
God in Christ only saves and frees sinners. Is this a surprising message for you? Explain.  
How does confessing one’s sinfulness bring joy?  
	
Read:	Romans 3:19-28.  
Luther was not the only reformer shaped by Paul’s letter to the Romans. Romans became a signature book of the New 
Testament to reform the church’s practice away from a message that suggested that our eternal life with Christ was 
dependent upon our actions. Through Christ’s work—not ours—we are redeemed. John Wesley, founder of the 
Methodist Church, was “strangely moved” by hearing Luther’s commentary on Romans. Wesley saw in this letter that 
being justi ied by Christ through faith meant that followers of Jesus were more than people set free from sin. Salvation 
was the restoration of the human ability to bear God’s  
image in the world. Luther called this being a “little Christ” to one’s neighbor. We have all fallen short; redemption is a 
gift of God received through faith. By the grace of God through faith, we are God’s people participating in the work of 
Christ in the world. We are now the ones reconciling all that is God’s back to God. We are made right with God through 
faith in Christ that we may be the hands, feet, and voice of God’s healing work in the world. Where have you witnessed 
God’s healing work in the world?  
Pray:	Awesome	God,	help	us	to	believe	and	give	thanks	every	day	that	our	relationship	to	you	is	a	gift	of	your	
undeserved	kindness	through	faith	in	Christ	Jesus.	Amen.	 
	
We have been born anew to a living faith that sends us out into the world on behalf of God’s love through Christ. How 
can you be part of Christ’s ongoing work of healing lives today? What might you do this week to extend Christ’s love to 
someone?  
	
Before the Reformation, the Bible was written in Latin, Greek, and Hebrew. It was not accessible to the common 
person. An important part of the Reformation was to translate the word of God in the Bible to a language people 
understood. Luther translated the Bible into German. Other reformers translated the Bible into other languages. In 
appreciation for the fact that the Bible can now be read around the world in many different languages, including your 
own, take time this week to read and highlight some of your favorite Bible passages. 


