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Kountze	Memorial	Lutheran	Church	is	a	vibrant,	historic	faith	
community	that	welcomes	all	and	provides	ministries	for	all	
ages	and	walks	of	life.		We	are	a	“City‐wide	Church	with	a	
World‐wide	Ministry”	and	have	been	worshiping,	growing,	
and	serving	in	downtown	Omaha	for	over	160	years.	If	you	are	
new	to	Kountze	Memorial,	we	invite	you	to	visit	the	Welcome	
Desk	in	Fellowship	Hall	for	more	information	about	who	we	are	

and	what	we	do. 

2650	Farnam	Street	 Omaha,	NE	68131	
402‐341‐7761	 www.kmlchurch.org	

Holy	Communion	
All who are baptized and trust in Christ's presence in 
Holy Communion are invited to commune at the Lord's 
Table. Children not yet communing will receive a 
blessing. Instructions will be provided during worship. 
It is the understanding of the universal Church that 
those who wish to commune with bread only (especially 
for health reasons) have communed fully. 
 
Children	in	Worship	
We believe that all are welcome in worship and 
encourage families to worship together. Quiet activity 
bags, children’s bibles, and bulletins are available, as 
well as a Quiet Room, just off the west side of the main 
sanctuary, that includes a TV and a variety of toys, 
games, and books for young children. 
 
Nursery 
Our nursery is available from 9 AM—noon for children 
0—2 years. Please ask an usher if you are unsure as to 
where our nursery is and would like to use it 
 
Attendance	Cards	
All those attending worship are encouraged to ill out 
the card included in your bulletin and place in the 
offering plate. 
 
Large	Print	Bulletins	and	Listening	Devices	
Please speak to an usher if you would like a large print 
bulletin or an assisted listening device. 
 
E‐news	&	Social	Media	
If you would like to receive our weekly e-news and 

monthly e-newsletter, add your  e-mail address to the 
card in your bulletin or text your e-mail address to 
22828. 
 

Today	at	Kountze	
 
Altar	Flowers	are given to the glory of God in honor of 
Jane Kidder’s 16th birthday by Mark & Tarna Kidder 
	
Children’s	Choir	
9:20	AM	
Ages	K‐6th	Grade	
Barb Carlsen will be leading the singers during the 9:00 
AM sermon. Those interested in participating in choir 
will attend the irst part of the 9:00 service with their 
families, come forward for the children's blessing, and 
then go to the upstairs choir room for practice before 
returning for Communion.  
 
Coffee	Hour	
10:15—11	AM	
Please feel free to stop for coffee in the Fellowship Hall 
following service today. We need volunteers to help 
serve coffee and cookies. If you can help, please see Jim 
Smejkal 402-341-7761 or jim@kmlchurch.org. 
 
Adult	Forum	
Sundays,	10:10		
This morning, join us for "All Saints Day: A Short 
History".  
 

Today	at	Kountze, continued	on	next	page	



Sunday	School  
Sundays,	10:10	‐	10:50	AM	
Join us on Sundays on the 2nd loor for Sunday 
School. Preschool 1 (2-4 yrs) meets from 9:00—
10:00 AM (child care for those too old for the 
nursery).  
 
Youth	Forum	
Sundays,	10:10	‐	10:50	AM	
All 7th – 12th Graders are invited to join us! 
This	Sunday—Join Adult Forum 

Grief	Seminar	
Sunday,	November	7,	2021	
12:00	–	2:00	PM	
Grief is dif icult and especially during the holidays. If 
you have lost a relative or close friend, this would be 
an opportunity to share that grief with others and 
share how we can move through that grief. A light 
lunch will be served. 

Kountze	Commons	Donor	Wall 
The donor wall is up in the link area between Kountze 
Memorial and Kountze Commons. Be sure to take 
some time to go see it.  
	
2022	Summer	Youth	Trip	Registrations	
ELCA	Youth	Gathering	in	Minneapolis,	MN	
July	24	–	July	31,	2022	
Grades	8	–	12	
We will extend our trip through July 31 to explore and 
serve in the Twin City area while possibly staying in a 
cabin on one of their 10,000 lakes. All 8th – 12th 
graders are encouraged to join in the journey. Your 
cost for the whole trip is $450.00.  Registration	is	

due	now	with	a	$150.00	non‐refundable	deposit.	
Please let Pastor Shari know your intention. Do not let 
inances keep you from signing up. An extended 

registration date is January 5 with the cost of the trip 
increasing by $50.00. 
 
SECOND	Annual	Men's	Chili	Cookoff	
Thursday,	November	18	
11:30	AM	
Call the church of ice or email jim@kmlchurch.org to 
sign up by Tuesday, November 16. Let us know if you 
will be entering a pot of chili or just attending. If 
you’re entering a pot of chili, there is no cost; 
otherwise, suggested donation for the event will be a 

November	7	Sunday	
All Saints Sunday 
Homebound Communion 
8:00 AM & 10:00 AM Adult Choir 
9:00 AM & 11:00 AM Worship 
9:00 AM Nursery (0-2 yrs) 
9:20 AM Children’s Choir (K-6th gr) 
10:10 AM Sunday School (2 yr-6th gr) 
10:10 AM Youth Forum (gr 7-12) 
10:10 AM Adult Forum 
12:00 PM Grief Seminar 

November	8	Monday	
10:00 AM Pantry 

November	9	Tuesday	
9:00 AM Staff Meeting 

November	10	Wednesday	
9:00 AM Sewing Group 
11:00 AM Devotions @ deFreese Manor 
12:15 PM Worship 
6:00 PM Con irmation Supper 
6:30 PM Con irmation Class 

November	11	Thursday	
Veterans Day 
Council Reports Due 
9:30 AM WELCA Board 
11:30 AM Property Committee 
4:00 PM Healing Gift Free Clinic 

November	12	Friday	
5:00 PM Pantry 

November	13	Saturday	
5:00 PM Worship 

November	14	Sunday	
Pentecost 25 
8:00 AM & 10:00 AM Adult Choir 
9:00 AM & 11:00 AM Worship 
9:00 AM Nursery (0-2 yrs) 
9:20 AM Children’s Choir (K-6th gr) 
10:10 AM Sunday School (2 yr-6th gr) 
10:10 AM Youth Forum (gr 7-12) 
10:10 AM Adult Forum 
12:15 PM Book Group 

This Week at Kountze Memorial 

Today	at	Kountze,	continued	

Ongoing and Coming Soon 



stuffed animal/ toy to be distributed by the Kountze 
food pantry as Christmas gifts for our young pantry 
guests. 
Last year’s winners were: 

Dr. Jerry Fisher (1st place) 
Chet Worm (2nd place)  
Don Johnson (3rd place) 

Come vote on your favorite chili. There will be prizes 
for the top three and a great time of fellowship for all. 
 
Inter‐Faith	Thanksgiving	Service	
Sunday,	November	21	
5:00	PM	
First	Christian	Church	(6630	Dodge)	
Kountze Memorial will once again be participating in 
the Inter-Faith Thanksgiving Prayer Service. This has 
been a nearly 30-year old event and it arose out of 
the congregations that helped give birth to the 
ministries of Together, Inc. (Kountze Memorial was a 
constitutive partner in both the foundation of 
Together, Inc and the Interfaith Prayer Service). 
Please join us. 
 
Thanksgiving	Dinner	with	St.	Peter’s	
Thanksgiving	Day,	November	25	
(11:00	AM	to	1:30	PM)	
Co‐sponsored	with	and	held	at	
St.	Peter’s	Catholic	parish	(709	S	28th	Street)	
Preparations are under way for our annual 
Thanksgiving luncheon. 

Volunteers are needed to: 
a) set up the night before; 
b) donate pies/desserts; and 
c) serve food, greet, and/or clean tables during the 

meal. 
This event brings so many people in our community 
together in a spirit of Christian love and fellowship. 
Please join us, either to volunteer or as a guest; all 
are welcome. Please contact Pr. Hall or the church 
of ice to volunteer. There will also be a sign up sheet 
in your bulletin beginning next week. 
 
Advent	Meal	Volunteers	Needed	
We will need some volunteers to help prepare, serve, 
and clean up. We can always use volunteers to help 
put out placemats, pour drinks, run the dishwasher, 
etc. so no culinary experience is necessary. If you 
love to cook, we would be most happy to have you 
help us with one or all four meals. Please consider 
taking an hour or two this Advent season to 
volunteer before, during, or after one of the meals. 	
	

Kountze	Food	Pantry	
Our Pantry is participating in the Thrivent's Give 
Thanks and Give Back Food Shelf Challenge! Our job 
is to collect at least 500 individual containers of non-
perishable foods from November 1-30, 2021. The 
food drive will be supplemented with a Generosity 
Multiplier Gift, courtesy of the Thrivent Member 
Network-Nebraska Region. This means the Kountze 
Food Pantry will not only bene it from the food, we 
will receive a matching gift of $500! If you bring your 
contributions in a reusable canvas shopping bag, we 
can pass these on to our walking pantry guests. 
Thank you to all who brought hygiene products for 
our holiday gift bags. Your generosity, together with 
a very generous partnership with St. Michael 
Lutheran Church, will provide enough kits for 400 
people! 
Please note: Family Fare receipts must be complete 
in order to be counted. Partial receipts cannot be 
submitted. 
Pantry	Volunteers	Needed:	
Mondays:  7:30 - 9 AM; 9 - 11 AM; 11 AM - 1 PM 
Fridays:  4 - 7 PM 
If you would like to help, please sign up to volunteer 
at the following link: 

https://form.jotform.com/200834787701155 
 

Successful	Coat	Drive	
Three thousand winter coats were handed out and 
1,000 of those coats were brand new kids coats. 
When you count the hats, gloves, scarves and socks, 
over 10,000 winter items were passed out. Because 
of your generosity, a lot of kids will be warm this 
winter!  

Attendance	&	Giving 
	

Saturday: 54 
Sunday: 9:00: 181   11:00: 56 
Wednesday:	12:15:	10 Con irmation: 12 
Total: 313 
Streaming:	68	
Cox	Cable:	251 
Pantry	Guests	Served:924 (includes 284 children) 
Medical	Clinic	Guests	Served: 20 
Offering:	

$10,617.86 (Regular) $2,174.38 (Specials) 
$26,267.00 (Debt Reduction) 

Ongoing and Coming Soon continued 



NEXT	WEEK’S	READINGS:   Daniel 12:1-3; Psalm 16 
Hebrews 10:11-14 [15-18] 19-25; Mark 13:1-8 
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We	are	promised	a	new	heaven	and	earth.	
	
These passages are related to the Lectionary texts for this Sunday. 
 
Sunday  John 11:32-44  Jesus raises Lazarus  
Monday  Isaiah 25:6-9  The Lord has delivered  
Tuesday  Revelation 21:1-6a  A new heaven and earth  
Wednesday  John 14:6-14  Jesus is the way to God  
Thursday  1 Corinthians 15:42-58  The resurrected body  
Friday  1 Thessalonians 4:13-18  The coming of our Lord  
Saturday  Psalm 24  Entrance into the temple  
Sunday  Mark 12:38-44  The widow’s generous offering  
 
And	I	heard	a	loud	voice	from	the	throne	saying,	“See,	the	home	of	God	is	among	mortals.	He	will	dwell	with	them	as	their	
God;	they	will	be	his	peoples,	and	God	himself	will	be	with	them.”	Revelation	21:3	(NRSV)	 
	
A	Prayer	for	the	Week:	 
Living God, we thank you for those you have given us to know and to love and for the promise of life everlasting 
through Christ our Savior. Amen.  
Mealtime	Prayer:	 
Dear God, all things are yours. We thank you for the fruit of the earth that gives us our food today and your word that 
promises us life everlasting. Amen.  
A	Blessing	to	Give:	 
May Christ Jesus our Lord lift up your hearts for the life that knows no end.  
	
Discuss in your home, small group, or use for personal re lections:  
Think or talk about someone you loved who has died.  
Why do you think it is important to take time to remember loved ones?  
What special person or persons in your life do you want to remember on All Saint’s Day? Explain.  
	
Read:	Revelation 21:1-6a.  
We live in the era of the reality of global pandemics. Whether it is COVID-19, some other global virus, the news of 
natural disasters, civil wars, or other tragedies, we are faced with the reality of death in ways we often try to avoid. 
All Saints Day is one of those times to face death intentionally in a community of faith. The biblical promise is a new 
heaven and earth that is brought to us. We don’t need to escape this world; God promises to join us. Verse 3 states, 
“And	I	heard	a	loud	voice	from	the	throne	saying,	‘See,	the	home	of	God	is	among	mortals.	He	will	dwell	with	them	as	
their	God.’”	That promise has already begun to happen through Jesus Christ, the Word that became lesh and still 
dwells among us through the Holy Spirit, the Spirit of Christ. Death forces us to address human limitations and what 
our own future holds. Our future is held by the God who comes to conquer death and give us a new heaven and earth 
where death and tears will be no more. This is trustworthy and true. What comfort and hope do you ind in knowing 
this?  
Pray:	God	of	our	present	and	our	future,	while	we	grieve	the	death	of	loved	ones	and	re lect	on	our	own	
mortality,	help	us	to	remember	and	trust	that	you	are	with	us	and	promise	new	life	in	Christ.	Amen.	 
	
Think about someone who is grieving the loss of a loved one at this time. Are there ways you can reach out to help 
them as they mourn? Perhaps sending a sympathy card, delivering a meal, or including them in prayers? How will 
you let them know you care?  
	
All Saints Day is a time to give thanks for those we have known and loved over the years. Take time this week to think 
or talk about loved ones who have died recently or long ago as you look at pictures of them (if available). Light a 
candle for each of the people. Then pray: God	of	hope,	thank	you	for	those	you	have	given	us	to	know	and	to	love.	
Thank	you	for	the	life	of	[names]	and	for	the	new	life	they	have	in	you	forever	through	Christ	Jesus.	Amen. 


