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May 21, 2023  9:00 AM & 11:00 AM 

SEVENTH SUNDAY in EASTER 

FAREWELL to VICAR GRETCHEN 

In these days between Ascension and Pentecost, we gather with the disciples in the upper room, waiting for the 

Spirit to transform the church around the world. In today’s gospel Jesus prays for his followers and for their 

mission in his name. Amid religious, social, and economic divisions, we seek the unity that Jesus had with his 

Father. Made one in baptism, we go forth to live our faith in the world, eager for the unity that God intends for the 

whole human family. 



2 

  



3 

GATHERING 
 

 

PRELUDE  Mark Jones, organ 
  

WELCOME AND ANNOUNCEMENTS 
 

(stand) 

EASTER ACCLAMATION 

P Alleluia! Christ is risen.  

C Christ is risen indeed. Alleluia! 

 

THANKSGIVING FOR BAPTISM 

P Blessed be the holy Trinity, ☩ one God, 

 by whose hand we are given new birth, by whose speaking we are given new life. 

C Amen. 
 

P Joined to Christ in the waters of baptism, we are welcomed, restored, and supported 

 as citizens of the new creation. Let us give thanks for the gift of baptism. 
 

  Holy God, holy and merciful, holy and mighty, you are the river of life,  

 you are the everlasting wellspring. 

 In mercy and might you have freed us from death and raised us with Jesus, the firstborn of 

the dead. In baptismal waters our old life is washed away, and in them we are born anew. 
 

 Glory to you for oceans and lakes, for rivers and streams. Honor to you for waters that 

wash us clean, quench our thirst, and nurture both crops and creatures. Praise to you for the 

life-giving water of baptism, the outpouring of the Spirit of the new creation. 

C Wash away our sin and all that separates us from you. Empower our witness to your 

resurrection. Strengthen our resolve in seeking justice for all. 
 

P Satisfy the world’s need through this living water. Where drought dries the earth, bring 

refreshment. Where despair prevails, grant hope. Where chaos reigns, bring peace. We ask 

this through Christ, who with you and the Spirit reigns forever. 

C Amen. 
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PROCESSIONAL HYMN “Alleluia! Sing to Jesus” ELW 392 vs 1-4 
 

1 Alleluia! Sing to Jesus; 

 his the scepter, his the throne; 

 Alleluia! his the triumph, 

 his the victory alone. 

 Hark! The songs of peaceful Zion 

 thunder like a mighty flood: 

 "Jesus out of ev'ry nation 

 has redeemed us by his blood." 

 

2 Alleluia! Not as orphans 

 are we left in sorrow now; 

 Alleluia! he is near us; 

 faith believes, nor questions how. 
 Though the cloud from sight received him 

 when the forty days were o'er, 

 shall our hearts forget his promise: 

 "I am with you evermore"? 

 

3 Alleluia! Bread of heaven, 

 here on earth our food, our stay; 

 Alleluia! here the sinful 

 flee to you from day to day. 

 Intercessor, friend of sinners, 

 earth's redeemer, hear our plea 

 where the songs of all the sinless 

 sweep across the crystal sea. 

 

4 Alleluia! King eternal, 

 Lord omnipotent we own; 

 Alleluia! born of Mary, 

 earth your footstool, heav'n your throne. 

 As within the veil you entered, 

 robed in flesh, our great high priest, 

 here on earth both priest and victim 

 in the eucharistic feast. 

Text: William C. Dix, 1837-1898, alt. 
 

APOSTOLIC GREETING 

P The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God,  

 and the communion of the Holy Spirit be with you all. 

C And also with you. 
 

THIS IS THE FEAST 
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PRAYER OF THE DAY  

P O God of glory,  

C your Son Jesus Christ suffered for us and ascended to your right hand. Unite us with 

Christ and each other in suffering and in joy, that all the world may be drawn into 

your bountiful presence, through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord, who lives and 

reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. Amen. 

 
CHILDREN’S CHOIR “This Is the Day” by Cindy Berry  
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WORD 
 
(sit) 

FIRST READING Acts 1:6-14 
Today’s reading is part of the introduction to the narrative of the outpouring of the Spirit on Pentecost. These verses 

tell of the risen Lord’s conversation with his disciples on the eve of his ascension, in which he promises that they will 

receive the power of the Holy Spirit. 
hen the apostles had come together, they asked Jesus, “Lord, is this the time when you 

will restore the kingdom to Israel?” 7He replied, “It is not for you to know the times or 

periods that the Father has set by his own authority. 8But you will receive power when the Holy 

Spirit has come upon you; and you will be my witnesses in Jerusalem, in all Judea and Samaria, 

and to the ends of the earth.” 9When he had said this, as they were watching, he was lifted up, 

and a cloud took him out of their sight. 10While he was going and they were gazing up toward 

heaven, suddenly two men in white robes stood by them. 11They said, “Men of Galilee, why do 

you stand looking up toward heaven? This Jesus, who has been taken up from you into heaven, 

will come in the same way as you saw him go into heaven.” 

 12Then they returned to Jerusalem from the mount called Olivet, which is near Jerusalem, a 

sabbath day’s journey away. 13When they had entered the city, they went to the room upstairs 

where they were staying, Peter, and John, and James, and Andrew, Philip and Thomas, 

Bartholomew and Matthew, James son of Alphaeus, and Simon the Zealot, and Judas son of 

James. 14All these were constantly devoting themselves to prayer, together with certain women, 

including Mary the mother of Jesus, as well as his brothers. 

L  Word of God, Word of Life.     C  Thanks be to God. 
 

PSALM 68:1-10, 32-35 (read responsively) 
1Let God arise, and let God’s enemies be scattered; 

let those who hate God flee. 

 2As smoke is driven away, so you should drive them away; 

  as the wax melts before the fire, so let the wicked perish at the presence of God. 
3But let the righteous be glad and rejoice | before God; 

let them also be merry and joyful. 

 4Sing to God, sing praises to God’s name; exalt the one who rides the clouds; 

  I AM is that name, rejoice before God!  
5In your holy habitation, O God, 

you are a father to orphans, defender of widows; 

 6you give the solitary a home and bring forth prisoners into freedom; 

  but the rebels shall live in desert places. 
7O God, when you went forth before your people, 

when you marched through the wilderness, 

  

  

W 
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 8the earth quaked, and the skies poured down rain,  

 at the presence of God, the God of Sinai, 

  at the presence of God, the God of Israel. 
9You sent a bountiful rain, O God; 

you restored your inheritance when it languished. 

 10Your people found their home in it; 

  in your goodness, O God, you have made provision for the poor.  
32Sing to God, O kingdoms of the earth; 

sing praises to the Lord. 

 33You ride in the heavens, O God, in the ancient heavens; 

  you send forth your voice, your mighty voice. 
34Ascribe power to God, 

whose majesty is over Israel; whose strength is in the skies. 

 35How wonderful you are in your holy places, O God of Israel, 

  giving strength and power to your people! Blessed be God! 

 

SECOND READING 1 Peter 4:12-14; 5:6-11 
Our faith in Christ does not make us immune from the scorn of others. Nevertheless, we are to resist the designs of 

evil when we experience disparagement from others because we trust God’s grace will strengthen and guide us. 

eloved, do not be surprised at the fiery ordeal that is taking place among you to test you, as 

though something strange were happening to you. 13But rejoice insofar as you are sharing 

Christ’s sufferings, so that you may also be glad and shout for joy when his glory is revealed. 14If 

you are reviled for the name of Christ, you are blessed, because the spirit of glory, which is the 

Spirit of God, is resting on you. 

 5:6Humble yourselves therefore under the mighty hand of God, so that he may exalt you in due 

time. 7Cast all your anxiety on him, because he cares for you. 8Discipline yourselves, keep alert. 

Like a roaring lion your adversary the devil prowls around, looking for someone to 

devour. 9Resist him, steadfast in your faith, for you know that your brothers and sisters in all the 

world are undergoing the same kinds of suffering. 10And after you have suffered for a little 

while, the God of all grace, who has called you to his eternal glory in Christ, will himself restore, 

support, strengthen, and establish you. 11To him be the power forever and ever. Amen. 

L  Word of God, Word of Life.     C  Thanks be to God. 
 

  

B 
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(stand)  
GOSPEL ACCLAMATION 

 
 

 P The Holy Gospel according to St. John.  

 C Glory to you, O Lord. 

 

HOLY GOSPEL John 17:1-11 

On the night before his crucifixion, Jesus prays to his heavenly Father, asking that those who continue his 

work in this world will live in unity. 
fter Jesus had spoken these words to his disciples, he looked up to heaven and said, “Father, 

the hour has come; glorify your Son so that the Son may glorify you, 2since you have given 

him authority over all people, to give eternal life to all whom you have given him. 3And this is 

eternal life, that they may know you, the only true God, and Jesus Christ whom you have sent. 4I 

glorified you on earth by finishing the work that you gave me to do. 5So now, Father, glorify me 

in your own presence with the glory that I had in your presence before the world existed. 

 6“I have made your name known to those whom you gave me from the world. They were 

yours, and you gave them to me, and they have kept your word. 7Now they know that everything 

you have given me is from you; 8for the words that you gave to me I have given to them, and 

they have received them and know in truth that I came from you; and they have believed that you 

sent me. 9I am asking on their behalf; I am not asking on behalf of the world, but on behalf of 

those whom you gave me, because they are yours. 10All mine are yours, and yours are mine; and 

I have been glorified in them. 11And now I am no longer in the world, but they are in the world, 

and I am coming to you. Holy Father, protect them in your name that you have given me, so that 

they may be one, as we are one.” 

P  The Gospel of the Lord. C Praise to you, O Christ. 
 

(sit)  
CHILDREN’S BLESSING 9:00 AM 

Children (aged 3 years through 5th grade) are invited to come forward for a blessing. Then, they  may 

either return to their seat and use the Spark Bible and/or activity bags during the regular sermon, or 

follow Ms. Boe upstairs for an activity in the Sunday School room, and Ms. Carlsen for Children’s Choir. 
 

A 
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SERMON Vicar Gretchen 
 

(stand) 

HYMN OF THE DAY “Lord Jesus, You Shall Be My Song” ELW 808 
   

1 Lord Jesus, you shall be my song as I journey; 

I'll tell ev'rybody about you wherever I go: 

you alone are our life and our peace and our love. 

Lord Jesus, you shall be my song as I journey. 
 

2 Lord Jesus, I'll praise you as long as I journey. 

May all of my joy be a faithful reflection of you. 

May the earth and the sea and the sky join my song. 

Lord Jesus, I'll praise you as long as I journey. 
 

3 As long as I live, Jesus, make me your servant, 

to carry your cross and to share all your burdens and tears. 

For you saved me by giving your body and blood. 

As long as I live, Jesus, make me your servant. 
 

4 I fear in the dark and the doubt of my journey; 

but courage will come with the sound of your steps by my side. 

And with all of the family you saved by your love, 

we'll sing to your dawn at the end of our journey. 
 

Text: Les Petites Soeurs de Jésus and L'Arche Community; tr. Stephen Somerville, b. 1931 
Text © 1987 Les Petites Soeurs de Jésus, admin. Augsburg Fortress. Tr. © 1970 Stephen Somerville, admin. Augsburg Fortress. 

 
 

THE APOSTLES’ CREED 

P God has made us God’s people through our Baptism into Christ. 

 Living together in trust and hope, we confess  our faith.  

C I believe in God, the Father almighty, creator of heaven and earth. 

 I believe in Jesus Christ, God's only Son, our Lord, 

 who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, 

 born of the virgin Mary, 

 suffered under Pontius Pilate, 

 was crucified, died, and was buried; 

 he descended to the dead. 

 On the third day he rose again; 

 he ascended into heaven, 

 he is seated at the right hand of the Father, 

 and he will come to judge the living and the dead. 
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 I believe in the Holy Spirit,  

 the holy catholic church,  

 the communion of saints,  

 the forgiveness of sins, 

 the resurrection of the body,  

 and the life everlasting. Amen. 

 

THE PRAYERS OF THE CHURCH 

Response:     P Hear us, O God.   

 C  Your mercy is great. 
 

(In our prayers today, during a time of silence, pray for those listed below and for others according to their needs) 
 

Sympathy: to the family and friends of Ryan Toenjes, brother-in-law of Ann Miller; to the 

family and friends of Jim Tunzer 
 

Prayers this week: David Chand, Gloria Erickson, Dee-Dee Lundahl, Linda Peltz  
 

On-going Care: Gordon Bergjord, Cheri Biggs, John & Jane Bodnar, Joel Brown, Don Burton, 

Shirley Dietrich, Mike Edris, Jessica Hannon, Richard & Betty Holzer, Joan Jacobson-Trotter, 

Jason Klonglan, Rosanne Klug, Orville & Julie Knapp, Ruth & Charles Martis, Lara 

McCormick, Kathy Preninger, Darlene White, Deb Woosley 
 

Other Prayers: Those serving in the military – Wyatt Johnson, Tyler Johnston, Michael 

McNeill, Daniel Milstead, Cody Ray, Sheldon Skovgaard, Michael Vutov, Joel Woosley 
 

Other Prayers: Those serving in mission –  Rev. Chandran Paul Martin, India; Dr. Stephen & 

Jodi Swanson, Tanzania; Katie Larson, Colombia; Rev. Robert and Kathy Moore, Wittenburg 

Center, Germany;  and Dan & Ginny Rath, international translators; our sister congregation, the 

American Church in Berlin, as they assist refugees from the war in Ukraine 
 

Other Prayers: Seminarians— Katie Larson, Giselle Loucks, Justin Perkins 

 

THE PEACE IS SHARED 

 P The peace of Christ be with you always.  

 C  And also with you. 
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MEAL 
 

(sit) 

THE OFFERING IS RECEIVED 

We glorify God in our giving. Our offering is an act of worship that makes the ministries 

of this church possible. We encourage everyone to give. If you are visiting with us today, 

please do not feel obligated to participate in this portion of worship. If you would like, 

use the QR code scanner on your smart phone to give online or place your offering in 

the plates that are located at the entrances to the Sanctuary. For those of you watching 

through our media outlets, if you are able, please mail in your offering or donate online. Thank you!  
 

THE TABLE IS PREPARED 
 

OFFERTORY ANTHEM  “Let Us Join Hands” by John Purifoy 
 

(stand) 

OFFERTORY HYMN        “Christ the Lord is Risen Today!” ELW 373 vs. 1, 4, 5 

 
 

OFFERING PRAYER 

 P Generous God, 

 C in this meal you offer your very self. We give thanks for these gifts of the earth. In the 

breaking of this bread reveal to us the Risen One. In the pouring of this wine pour us 

out in service to the world; through Christ our Lord. Amen. 
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HOLY COMMUNION  

 
 

 P It is indeed right, our duty and our joy, that we should at all times and in all places give 

thanks and praise to you, almighty and merciful God, for the glorious resurrection of our 

Savior Jesus Christ, the true Paschal Lamb who gave himself to take away our sin; who in 

dying has destroyed death, and in rising has brought us to eternal life. And so, with Mary 

Magdalene and Peter and all the witnesses of the resurrection, with earth and sea and all 

their creatures, and with angels and archangels, cherubim and seraphim, we praise your 

name and join their unending hymn: 
 

SANCTUS 
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EUCHARISTIC PRAYER  

 P Blessed are you, O God of the universe. 

  Your mercy is everlasting and your faithfulness endures from age to age. 
   

  With this bread and cup we remember our Lord’s Passover  

  from death to life as we proclaim the mystery of faith: 

 C Christ has died. Christ is risen. Christ will come again. 
 

 P O God of resurrection and new life: … Grace our table with your presence. 

 C Come, Holy Spirit. 
  

 P Reveal yourself to us in the breaking of the bread. 

  Send us forth, burning with justice, peace, and love. 

 C Come, Holy Spirit. 
 

 P With your holy ones of all times and places, …  

  we praise you, O God, blessed and holy Trinity, now and forever. 

 C Amen. 
 

THE LORD’S PRAYER  

 P Gathered into one by the Holy Spirit, let us pray as Jesus taught us: 

 C Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name,  

  thy kingdom come, thy will be done,  

  on earth as it is in heaven.  

  Give us this day our daily bread;  

   and forgive us our trespasses, as we forgive those who trespass against us;  

   and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil.  

  For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory,  

   forever and ever. Amen. 
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AGNUS DEI 

 
 

INVITATION TO COMMUNION   

 P Come and know Christ,   

 C  broken and poured out for us. 
 

(sit) 

THE DISTRIBUTION 

All baptized Christians who confess Jesus Christ as Lord and his Real Presence in, with and under the 

bread and wine, are welcome to the Lord’s Supper. We believe that this is the Lord’s table and is he who 

invites you. So you who are strong in faith, come with gratitude. You who feel weak in faith, come to be 

strengthened. And you who feel you have no faith, come so that the God of steadfast love will touch your 

heart with hope and joy. The form of distribution is intinction: you will receive the consecrated bread and 

then you may dip the bread into the wine. Gluten free bread is available upon request. 
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HYMNS DURING COMMUNION    “Let Us Break Bread Together” ELW 471 
 

1 Let us break bread together on our knees; 

 let us break bread together on our knees. 

 

Refrain 

 When I fall on my knees, 

 with my face to the rising sun, 

 O Lord, have mercy on me. 

 

2 Let us drink wine together on our knees; 

 let us drink wine together on our knees.  

Refrain 

 

3 Let us praise God together on our knees; 

 let us praise God together on our knees.  

Refrain 

Text: African American spiritual 

  

 “Christ Our Peace” ACS 1037 

  sung 5 times through 

 
Text: Mary Haugen, b. 1950 

Music: Marty Haugen 
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 “Here Is Bread” ELW 483 
 

1 Here is bread, here is wine,  

Christ is with us, he is with us. 

Break the bread, taste the wine,  

Christ is with us here. 

 

Refrain 

 In this bread there is healing, 

in this cup is life forever. 

In this moment, by the Spirit 

Christ is with us here. 

 

2 Here is grace, here is peace, 

Christ is with us, he is with us. 

Know his grace, find his peace, 

feast on Jesus here.  Refrain 

 

3 Here we are, joined in one, 

Christ is with us, he is with us. 

We’ll proclaim till he comes 

Jesus crucified.  Refrain 

 
Text: Graham Kendrick, b. 1950 

 
 (stand) 

POST-COMMUNION BLESSING 
 

PRAYER AFTER COMMUNION 

 P Gracious God, 
 C in you we live and move and have our being. With your word and this meal of grace, 

you have nourished our life together. Strengthen us to show your love and serve the 

world in Jesus’ name. Amen. 

 
 
 

  

From Sundays and Seasons.com. ©2023 Augsburg Fortress. All rights reserved. Reprinted by permission under Augsburg Fortress Liturgies 

Annual License #SAS006828. Reprinted under OneLicense.net #A-705181.  New Revised Standard Version Bible, ©1989, Division of 

Christian Education of the National Council of the Churches of Christ in the United States of America. Used by permission. All rights 

reserved.  Evangelical Lutheran Worship ©2006 Augsburg Fortress. All Creations Sings ©2020 Augsburg Fortress, an imprint of 1517 

Media. Reprinted by permission under Augsburg Fortress Liturgies Annual License #26828. CCLI License #1511530. 
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SENDING 
 

SERVICE OF SENDING 
 

ADDRESS 

 P Vicar Gretchen Olson Kopp, on September 1, 2022 as your internship began, we of 

Kountze Memorial Lutheran Church welcomed you to be a vicar in this place: to observe, 

participate in, and lead in the full stretch of Gospel ministry among us. With the Gospel, 

you have comforted us in times of sickness and trouble, and at the death of loved ones. 

Sharing our joys and sorrows you and your family have been important to our life together 

in the church of Jesus Christ, in service to this community, and in God’s mission to the 

whole world. As you leave this community of faith, we say farewell, and we pray for God’s 

blessing.  

  People of God, members, and friends of Kountze Memorial Lutheran Church, do you 

release Vicar Gretchen from service as your vicar? 
 C We do, and we give thanks to God for our ministry together.  
 

 P Vicar Gretchen, do you recognize and accept the completion of your ministry with Kountze 

Memorial Lutheran Church?  

I do, and I give thanks to God for our ministry together.  
 

PRAYER  

 P We pray. Almighty God, through your Son Jesus Christ you gave the holy apostles many 

gifts and commanded them to feed your flock. You equip your people with abilities that 

differ according to the grace given to them, and you call them to various avenues of 

service. We give you thanks for the ministry of Vicar Gretchen among the people of God in 

this place. You watch over our going out and our coming in, bless this time of ending and 

beginning. You surround your people in every time and place, keep us close in your love. 

You accompany your people in times of joy and times of trial, prosper all that has been 

done to your glory in this time together, heal and forgive all that has fallen short of your 

will for us. Help Vicar Gretchen, her family, and all of us to live with courage and gladness 

in the future you have given to us. As they have been a blessing to us, so now send them 

forth to be a blessing to others; through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord. Amen  
 

BLESSING 

 P We say together the blessing this day!  

 C The Lord bless you and keep you. The Lord’s face shine upon you with grace and 

mercy. The Lord look upon you with favor and + give you peace. Amen.  



18 

THREE-FOLD AMEN 
 

RECESSIONAL HYMN “Guide My Feet” ACS 987 

 
 

DISMISSAL 

P Go in peace. Serve the Risen One. 

C Thanks be to God.  
 

POSTLUDE  Mark Jones, organ 

+     +     + 
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All are welcome to join us during fellowship time today as we celebrate  
our time with Vicar Gretchen and wish her farewell. 





KOUNTZE	STAFF	
  
Pr. Stephen Grif ith Transition Senior Pastor 
Pr. Shari Duminy Associate Pastor 
Pr. Ashley Hall Associate Pastor 
Gretchen Olson Kopp Vicar 
Kristin Boe Christian Ed Coordinator 
Debbie Bogue Of ice Manager 
Sarah Jewell Administrative Assistant 
Noni Cambridge Staff Treasurer 
Judi Boe Financial Secretary 
Jim Smejkal Bldg. Super./Dir. of Cong. 
 Activities 
Louis Flake Night Manager 
Kayla Slaight Janitorial Staff 
Barbara Carlsen Dir. of Music & Fine Arts 
Mark Jones Organist 
David Gerard Saturday Accompanist 
Shannon Picha Nursery Director 
Susann Henry Food Pantry Director 

May	20	&	21,	2023	
	

Kountze	Memorial	Lutheran	Church	is	a	vibrant,	historic	faith	
community	that	welcomes	all	and	provides	ministries	for	all	ages	
and	walks	of	life.		We	are	a	“City‐wide	Church	with	a	World‐
wide	Ministry”	and	have	been	worshiping,	growing,	and	serving	
in	downtown	Omaha	for	over	160	years.	If	you	are	new	to	Kountze	
Memorial,	we	invite	you	to	visit	the	Welcome	Desk	in	Fellowship	
Hall	for	more	information	about	who	we	are	and	what	we	do. 

2650	Farnam	Street	 Omaha,	NE	68131	
402‐341‐7761	 www.kmlchurch.org	

Today	at	Kountze	
	
Kountze	Café	
9:30—11:00	AM	
Join us each Sunday for breakfast. The suggested 
donation is $5 adults, $2.50 children 12 and younger 
for the hot breakfast and a free-will donation for the 
continental breakfast.  
	
Children’s	Choir	
Second	Floor	Music	Room	
Sundays,	9:15	AM—(after the 9:00 AM Children’s 
Blessing)	
Grades	K‐5	‐	Choir	
Grades	6‐8	‐	Director's	Assistants	
The choir will rehearse immediately after the 
children’s blessing at the 9:00 AM service (9:15 AM). 
The Children’s Choir will be singing this Sunday. If you 
have any questions, please contact Barb at 402-341-
7761. 
 
Sunday	School		
Sundays,	10:10	AM	
Join us on Sundays on the 2nd loor for Sunday School. 
Preschool 1 (2-4 yrs.) meets from 9:00—10:00 AM 
(child care for those too old for the nursery). 
 
Sunday	School	Focus		
The Sunday School year concludes today, May 21, with 
a lesson taught through games. 
	

Holy	Communion	
All who are baptized and trust in Christ's presence in Holy 
Communion are invited to commune at the Lord's Table. 
Children not yet communing will receive a blessing. It is 
the understanding of the universal Church that those who 
wish to commune with bread only (especially for health 
reasons) have communed fully. Our form of distribution is 
Intinction. You will receive the wafer in your hand and 
then dip into the wine. 

Children	in	Worship	
We believe that all are welcome in worship and encourage 
families to worship together. Activity bags, children’s 
bibles, and bulletins are available, as well as a room just 
off the west side of the main sanctuary, that includes a TV 
and a variety of toys, games, and books for young children. 

Nursery 
Our nursery is available from 8:45 AM—noon for children 
0—2 years. Please ask an usher if you are unsure as to 
where our nursery is and would like to use it 

Attendance	Cards	
All those attending worship are encouraged to ill out the 
card included in your bulletin and place in the offering 
plate. 

Large	Print	Bulletins	and	Listening	Devices	
Please speak to an usher if you would like a large print 
bulletin or an assisted listening device. 

E‐news	&	Social	Media	
If you would like to receive our weekly e-news and 
monthly e-newsletter, add your  e-mail 
address to the attendance card in your 
bulletin. 

Thank	you	for	supporting	the	ministries	
of	Kountze	Memorial	Lutheran	Church.	



Today	at	Kountze,	continued	

May	21	Sunday	
Easter 7 
Farewell to Vicar Gretchen 
8:00 AM & 10:00 AM Adult Choir Rehearsal 
9:00 AM & 11:00 AM Worship 
9:00 AM Nursery (0-2 yrs) 
9:15 AM Children's Choir (K-5) 
9:30 AM Kountze Cafe - Breakfast 
10:10 AM Sunday School (2yr-6th gr) 
10:10 AM Youth Forum (gr 7-12) 
10:10 AM Adult Forum 
6:30 PM What is Discernment? 
7:30 PM Compline Service 

May	22	Monday	
10:00 AM Pantry 

May	23	Tuesday	
9:00 AM Staff Meeting 
12:30 PM Circle 3 

May	24	Wednesday	
12:15 PM Worship 

May	25	Thursday	
1:00 PM Circle 4 
4:00 PM Healing Gift Free Clinic 

May	26	Friday	
5:00 PM Pantry 

May	27	Saturday	
5:00 PM Worship 

May	28	Sunday	
Day of Pentecost 
8:00 AM & 10:00 AM Adult Choir Rehearsal 
9:00 AM & 11:00 AM Worship 
9:00 AM Nursery (0-2 yrs) 
9:30 AM Kountze Cafe - Breakfast 
10:10 AM Adult Forum 

May	29	Monday	
Memorial Day (Observed) 
OFFICE CLOSED 
No Pantry 

Youth	Forum	
Grades	7	‐	12	
Sundays	from	10:10	AM		
Join us in the Youth Room for this time of community, 
learning and serving. This	week:	Farewell to Vicar 
Gretchen in the Fellowship Hall  
	
Adult	Forum	
Fellowship	Hall	
10:10	AM	
Join us on Sunday mornings in the Fellowship Hall 
from 10:10-10:50 AM. This	week: Farewell to Vicar 
Gretchen in the Fellowship Hall Next	week: 
Fellowship 
 
What	is	Discernment?	
Grades	8—12	
Sunday,	May	21	
6:30	PM	
What is discernment? How do I make decisions about 
what I want to do with my life? Gather with area 
youth at Kountze Memorial Lutheran as Pr. Shari & 
Vicar Gretchen share some principles of discernment 
that can guide you in making all kinds of decisions. 
Have some time to re lect on the decisions you’re 

facing. Talk with peers about their decisions and how 
discernment igures in. We’ll close our time with the 
7:30 PM Omaha-area Compline Worship together. 
Come check it out!  
 
Compline	
Kountze	Memorial	Lutheran	Church		
Service	of	Ancient	Chant	and	Motets	
Sunday,	May	21,	7:30	PM	
Please join us for a special evening featuring the 
sacred service of Compline. Amidst the beauty of the 
candlelit sanctuary, the Schola Cantorum from 
Lincoln’s First Plymouth Church will share a short 
service of meditative chants and hymns. The service 
of Compline has been sung for hundreds of years and 
offers singers and listeners a unique and special space 
for contemplation and communion with God.  
 
Blindness	Prevention	Month	
May is Blindness Prevention Month. During May we 
will be again be collecting used eyeglasses for a 
community project. Thank you in advance for your 
participation in this outreach event. Please place the 
glasses in the drop box by the back of ice door in 
May.  Thank you in advance for your support.  

This	Week	at	Kountze	Memorial	



Summer	Conϐirmation	
Did Confirmation pass you by, or do you want to 
continue learning? We’ll have a program of 5 
meetings this summer for those in 9th grade and 
above. We will meet in the Fellowship Lounge at noon 
on the following Wednesdays:  
The Ten Commandments – May 31 
The Creeds – June 14 
The Lord’s Prayer – June 28 
Worship/Sacraments July 19 
Discipleship—August 16 

We will plan for Af irmation of Baptism on Sunday, 
August 26. Please call the church of ice to sign up or      
e-mail shari@kmlchurch.org if interested in 
participating. 
 
Vacation	Bible	School		
Welcomes	all	Superheros!	
Held	at	St.	Timothy	Lutheran	Church	
(510	N	93rd	St)	
Sunday,	June	11	‐	Wednesday,	June	14	
5:30	to	8:00	PM	
We will be learning about Superheros of the Bible, 
how God provided for them, and how those heroes 
then furthered God’s mission. We all know that 
Superheros are stronger in groups! We will be joining 
several other Omaha area churches for fun, 
fellowship, and learning together. We hope to see all 
of you there for a SUPER good time. Please register 
here: https://kountze.mycokesburyvbs.com/  
 
Volunteers	Needed	for	VBS	
If you are able to help with VBS, please use the same 
link above and go to Volunteer Sign Up. For those 
ages 18 and over, a background check is required if 
you have not already had one through Kountze 
Memorial’s Sunday School program.  
 
KMLC	Camp	Week	
Carol	Joy	Holling	Camp	
June	18	–	23	
You can sign up for any week, but those who want to 
attend a week of camp with others from the church 
can be directed to this time. Due to funding set up 
through a gift for Christian Education, KMLC will pay 
for youth attending Carol Joy Holling Camp this 
summer. Go to https://www.caroljoyholling.org and 
select the REGISTER. There is a three-step process of 
registering on Ultracamp, choosing a session, pay 
deposit and complete registration. On the third step 

select, “Pay items in full” and then “Pay by Check/
Money Order”. Then send a copy of this statement to 
shari@kmlchurch.org and we will take care of the 
rest. Don’t miss out on this exciting opportunity, and 
register today! 
 
Thank	You		
Thank you to the Quilters of Kountze Memorial for 
your gifts of time and talents to provide beautiful 
homemade blankets of love for our graduating 
Seniors. Your handiwork is admired and will be 
treasured for years to come. As we send them out 
into the world, these gifts are a sign that they are 
never alone, but wrapped in our love and prayers and 
united in our faith in Christ, a bond that is never 
broken. Well done, servants of God!  
 
Kountze	Food	Pantry		
If you would like to donate items to the Pantry, please 
consider picking up some extra hygiene products, 
including feminine products, razors, and shaving 
cream. We never seem to have enough for everyone 
in need. Soap, shampoo, and deodorant are always 
appreciated, as well as toothbrushes and toothpaste.  
If you, or someone you know would like to volunteer, 
please sign up at the link below: 

https://form.jotform.com/200834787701155 
 
 

Attendance	&	Giving	
Saturday: 27 
Sunday: 9:00: 178   11:00: 80 
Wednesday:	12:15:	9    
Total: 294 
Streaming: 54 
Cox	Cable:	
April	Weekly	Average:	143 
January—April	Weekly	Average:	170	

Pantry	Guests	Served: 1063 (inc. 375 children) 
Medical	Clinic	Guests	Served:  
Offering:	

$15,179.45 (Regular) $2,644.57 (Specials) 
$1,097.00 (Debt Reduction) 

For	Your	Calendar/News	&	Notes 



NEXT	WEEK’S	READINGS:    Acts 2:1-21; Psalm 104:24-34, 35b 
1 Corinthians 12:3b-13; John 20:19-23 
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Followers	of	Jesus	pray.	

These passages are related to the Lectionary texts for this Sunday. 
Sunday  John 17:1-11  Jesus prays for his disciples  
Monday  Acts 1:6-14  Ascension of Jesus  
Tuesday  1 Peter 4:12-14; 5:6-11  Tending the lock of God  
Wednesday  1 Thessalonians 5:12-22  Final instructions  
Thursday  James 5:13-18  The prayer of faith  
Friday  Ephesians 6:18-20  Pray at all times  
Saturday  Psalm 68:1-10, 32-35  Praise and thanksgiving  
Sunday  John 20:19-23  Jesus appears to his disciples  
	
All	these	[the	remaining	11	disciples]	were	constantly	devoting	themselves	to	prayer,	together	with	certain	women,	
including	Mary	the	mother	of	Jesus,	as	well	as	his	brothers.	Acts	1:14	(NRSV)	 
	
A	Prayer	for	the	Week:	 
Dear God, give us a heart to have a relationship with you through prayer that our lives may be illed with hope 
and con idence through Christ our Lord. Amen.  
Mealtime	Prayer:	 
God of abundance, we thank you for this food, a gift of your constant love and care for us through Christ Jesus our 
Lord. Amen.  
A	Blessing	to	Give:	 
May the God of all grace strengthen you now and always through Christ our Lord. (1 Peter 5:10)  
	
Discuss in your home, small group, or use for personal re lections:  
When do you pray and what do you pray for?  
How does prayer guide you as a follower of Jesus Christ?  
	
Read:	Acts 1:6-14.  
After Jesus’ ascension, the remaining 11 disciples and others “were	constantly	devoting	themselves	to	prayer”		(v. 
14). The church begins its ministry with prayer. Waiting in prayer for guidance is the model for the church. 
Prayer is a way to face suffering as a follower of Christ with hope and even joy (1 Peter 4:13). Jesus prays for his 
followers that they may receive eternal life by knowing God and Jesus Christ, the one sent by God (John 17:3). 
The prayers of the church give Jesus’ disciples the eyes to see with faith what the world cannot see. In the midst 
of con lict, prayer communicates praise to God for God’s victory over God’s enemies (Psalm 68). The irst 
Christians were not self-proclaimed masters of prayer, but through prayer they learned to pray and witness to 
God’s presence in the world.  
Discuss:	How have you learned through prayer to witness to God’s presence in the world?  
Pray:	Ever‐present	God,	give	us	patience	to	wait	in	prayer	for	your	guidance	so	that	we	may	see	our	way	
in	life	with	faith	in	you	through	Christ	Jesus,	your	Son	and	our	Lord.	Amen.	 
	
Jesus calls us to serve our neighbor in love. Based on the Daily Bible Readings for this week, how might you serve 
others who are hurting and can bene it from your prayers?  
 

Ascension Day always falls on a Thursday (May 18 this year) and marks the last appearance of Jesus to the 
disciples after his resurrection. It also marks the fortieth day after Easter Sunday. The Easter season ends ten 
days after Ascension Day. Finish reading the Gospel of John as the Easter season ends. There is an old tradition 
that the clouds on Ascension Day took the form of lambs in honor of the Lamb of God. Go outside and look at the 
clouds in the sky. Think or talk about Jesus’ ascension and say: Alleluia!	Jesus	has	ascended!	Alleluia! 
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