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December 20, 2023                        Holden Evening Prayer                                       6:30 PM 

ADVENT 2023 



2 
 

  



3 
 

GATHERING 
 
We gather in silent meditation and prayer. 
Rise and face the entrance as the service begins when the Sanctus bells ring. 
 

Mark Jones, Organist 
 

SERVICE OF LIGHT 
 
PROCESSION 
 

 
 
Turn as the service continues with the Evening Hymn.
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EVENING HYMN Joyous Light Marty Haugen 
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(sit) 
LIGHTING OF THE ADVENT WREATH AND PRAYER 
P By the light of this third candle, help us to rejoice greatly in you! May we no longer suffer 

alone. May our siblings in Christ take notice of the lamentation within our human family. 
May we each act, in our own way, to proclaim your blessing upon all people. May 
righteousness and praise spring up, for with you all things are possible. In the Name of the 
Father, Son, + and Holy Spirit,   

C Amen. 
 

(light two candles) 
 
EVENING THANKSGIVING 
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 Group One: Low Voices 
 Group Two: High Voices 
 
PSALM 141 
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Silence for Meditation 
 

P May our prayers come before you, O God, as incense, and may your presence surround and 
fill us, so that in union with all creation, we might sing your praise and your love in our 
lives. 

C Amen. 
 
SILENCE  
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SCRIPTURE AND REFLECTION Isaiah 61:1-4, 8-11 
 

he spirit of the Lord GOD is upon me, because the LORD has anointed me; he has sent me to 
bring good news to the oppressed, to bind up the brokenhearted, to proclaim liberty to the 

captives, and release to the prisoners; 2to proclaim the year of the LORD's favor, and the day of 
vengeance of our God; to comfort all who mourn; 3to provide for those who mourn in Zion — to 
give them a garland instead of ashes, the oil of gladness instead of mourning, the mantle of praise 
instead of a faint spirit. They will be called oaks of righteousness, the planting of the LORD, to 
display his glory. 4They shall build up the ancient ruins, they shall raise up the former devastations; 
they shall repair the ruined cities, the devastations of many generations. 8For I the LORD love 
justice, I hate robbery and wrongdoing; I will faithfully give them their recompense, and I will 
make an everlasting covenant with them. 9Their descendants shall be known among the nations, 
and their offspring among the peoples; all who see them shall acknowledge that they are a people 
whom the LORD has blessed. 10I will greatly rejoice in the LORD, my whole being shall exult in 
my God; for he has clothed me with the garments of salvation, he has covered me with the robe of 
righteousness, as a bridegroom decks himself with a garland, and as a bride adorns herself with 
her jewels. 11For as the earth brings forth its shoots, and as a garden causes what is sown in it to 
spring up, so the Lord GOD will cause righteousness and praise to spring up before all the nations. 
 
INDIVIDUAL PRAYERS AT THE ALTAR 
You are invited at this time to come forward, light a candle and offer your prayers to God. Know 

that God hears you and listens to your requests, questions, thanks, joys and sorrows. 
 
The service continues with the following responses which introduce the Annunciation: 
 

 P The Light shines in the darkness C and the darkness has not overcome it. 
 
(stand) 
THE ANNUNCIATION  Luke 1:26-28, 30-32, 38 
L An angel went from God to a town called Nazareth to a woman whose name was Mary. The 

angel said to her, “Rejoice, O highly favored, for God is with you. You shall bear a child, 
and his name shall be Jesus, the Chosen One of God Most High.” And Mary said, “I am the 
servant of my God, I live to do your will.” 

 
  

T 
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(immediately to “The Magnificat”) 
 
THE MAGNIFICAT  Luke 1:46-55 
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PRAYERS 
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P Great and merciful God, Source and Ground of all goodness and life, give to your people 
the peace that passes all understanding and the will to live your Gospel of mercy and 
justice, through Jesus Christ our Lord. 

C Amen. 
P God, remember us in your love, and teach us to pray: 
C Our Father, who art in heaven, 
  hallowed be thy name, thy kingdom come, 
  thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven. 
 Give us this day our daily bread; 
 and forgive us our trespasses, 
  as we forgive those who trespass against us; 
 and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. 
 For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, 

   forever and ever. Amen. 
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(sit) 
FINAL BLESSING 

 

 
 

  
depart in silence 
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Advent 4 December 23 

Saturday: 5:00 PM  
Sunday: 9:00 & 11:00 AM  
Please Note: Sunday, December 24, no 11:00 AM worship service  

 
 
Advent 4: 9:00 (no 11:00 AM) 
Christmas Eve:  
4:00, 7:00, 11:00 PM 
 
December 25 
Christmas Day: 10:00 AM 

 
 


