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ASH WEDNESDAY

On Ash Wednesday we begin our forty-day journey toward Easter with a day of fasting and repentance. Marking
our foreheads with dust, we acknowledge that we die and return to the earth. At the same time, the dust traces the
life-giving cross indelibly marked on our foreheads at baptism. While we journey through Lent to return to God, we
have already been reconciled to God through Christ. We humbly pray for God to make our hearts clean while we
rejoice that “now is the day of salvation.” Returning to our baptismal call, we more intentionally bear the fruits of

mercy and justice in the world.



PRELUDE

GATHERING

Please stand and face the back as the Sanctus bells are rung

HYMN

INVITATION TO LENT

Come, Ye Disconsolate ELW 607

Come, ye disconsolate, where'er ye languish;
come to the mercy-seat, fervently kneel.
Here bring your wounded hearts,

here tell your anguish;

earth has no sorrow that heav'n cannot heal.

Joy of the desolate, light of the straying,

hope of the penitent, fadeless and pure;

here speaks the Comforter, tenderly saying,
""Earth has no sorrow that heav'n cannot cure."

Here see the Bread of life; see waters flowing
forth from the throne of God, pure from above.
Come to the feast of love; come, ever knowing
earth has no sorrow but heav'n can remove.

Text: Thomas Moore, 1779-1852, sts. 1-2; Thomas Hastings, 1784-1872, st. 3

(P Friends in Christ, today with the whole church we enter the time of remembering Jesus' passover
from death to life, and our life in Christ is renewed.

We begin this holy season by acknowledging our need for repentance and for God's mercy. We are

created to experience joy in communion with God, to love one another, and to live in harmony with
creation. But our sinful rebellion separates us from God, our neighbors, and creation, so that we do

not enjoy the life our creator intended.

As disciples of Jesus, we are called to a discipline that contends against evil and resists whatever
leads us away from love of God and neighbor. I invite you, therefore, to the discipline of Lent--self-
examination and repentance, prayer and fasting, sacrificial giving and works of love--strengthened
by the gifts of word and sacrament. Let us continue our journey through these forty days to the
great Three Days of Jesus' death and resurrection.



CONFESSION OF SIN
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Let us confess our sin in the presence of God and of one another.

Silence is kept for reflection and self-examination.
Most holy and merciful God,
we confess to you and to one another, and before the whole company of heaven, that we
have sinned by our fault, by our own fault, by our own most grievous fault, in thought,
word, and deed, by what we have done and by what we have left undone.

We have not loved you with our whole heart, and mind, and strength. We have not loved our
neighbors as ourselves. We have not forgiven others as we have been forgiven.

Have mercy on us, O God.

We have shut our ears to your call to serve as Christ served us. We have not been true to the
mind of Christ. We have grieved your Holy Spirit.

Have mercy on us, O God.

Our past unfaithfulness, the pride, envy, hypocrisy, and apathy that have infected our lives, we
confess to you.

Have mercy on us, O God.

Our self-indulgent appetites and ways, and our exploitation of other people, we confess to you.
Have mercy on us, O God.

Our negligence in prayer and worship, and our failure to share the faith that is in us, we confess
to you.
Have mercy on us, O God.

Our neglect of human need and suffering, and our indifference to injustice and cruelty, we
confess to you.

Have mercy on us, O God.

Our false judgments, our uncharitable thoughts toward our neighbors, and our prejudice and
contempt toward those who differ from us, we confess to you.

Have mercy on us, O God.

Our waste and pollution of your creation, and our lack of concern for those who come after us,
we confess to you.
Have mercy on us, O God.

Restore us, O God, and let your anger depart from us.
Hear us, O God, for your mercy is great.



IMPOSITION OF ASHES

1

All are welcome to come and receive ashes.
The ashes will be used to make a cross on your forehead and the words
“Remember that you are dust, and to dust you shall return” will be said.

During the imposition of ashes we sing:

Out of the Depths I Cry to You

Out of the depths I cry to you;

O Lord God, hear me calling.
Incline your ear to my distress

in spite of my rebelling.

Do not regard my sinful deeds.
Send me the grace my spirit needs;
without it I am nothing.

All things you send are full of grace;
you crown our lives with favor.

All our good works are done in vain
without our Lord and Savior.

We praise you for the gift of faith;
you save us from the grip of death;
our lives are in your keeping.

3

ELW 600

In you alone, O God, we hope,

and not in our own merit.

We rest our fears in your good Word
and trust your Holy Spirit.

Your promise keeps us strong and sure;
we trust the cross, your signature,
inscribed upon our temples.

My soul is waiting for you, Lord,

as one who longs for morning;

no watcher waits with greater hope

than I for your returning.

I hope as Israel in the Lord,

who sends redemption through the Word.
Praise God for grace and mercy!

Text: Martin Luther, 1483-1546; tr. composite

Text © 1978, 2006 Lutheran Book of Worship, admin. Augsburg Fortress.
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Our Father, We Have Wandered ELW 606

Our Father, we have wandered
and hidden from your face;

in foolishness have squandered
your legacy of grace.

But now, in exile dwelling,

we rise with fear and shame,
as, distant but compelling,

we hear you call our name.

2

And now at length discerning
the evil that we do,

behold us, Lord, returning
with hope and trust to you.
In haste you come to meet us
and home rejoicing bring,

in gladness there to greet us
with calf and robe and ring.

3 O Lord of all the living,
both banished and restored,
compassionate, forgiving,
and ever-caring Lord,
grant now that our transgressing,
our faithlessness may cease.
Stretch out your hand in blessing,
in pardon, and in peace.

Msgr. Kevin Nichols from Resource Collection of Hymns and Service Music for the Liturgy © 1981,

International Commission on English in the Liturgy Corporation. All rights reserved.

TEXT: Monsignor Kevin Nichols © 1980, International Commission on English in the Liturgy Corporation (ICEL). All rights reserved.
TUNE: Erik Reginald Routley © 1980, ICEL. All rights reserved.

Accomplish in us, O God, the work of your salvation,

that we may show forth your glory in the world.

By the cross and passion of your Son, our Savior,

bring us with all your saints to the joy of his resurrection.

Almighty God has mercy on us, forgives us all our sins through our Lord Jesus Christ, strengthen us
in all goodness, and by the power of the Holy Spirit keep us in eternal life.

Amen.

PRAYER OF THE DAY

P

Gracious God,

out of your love and mercy you breathed into dust the breath of life, creating us to serve you
and our neighbors. Call forth our prayers and acts of kindness, and strengthen us to face our
mortality with confidence in the mercy of your Son, Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord, who
lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. Amen.



WORD

FIRST READING Isaiah 58:1-12
Shortly after the return of Israel from exile in Babylon, the people were troubled by the ineffectiveness of their fasts. God
reminds them that outward observance is no substitute for genuine fasting that results in acts of justice, such as feeding the
hungry, sheltering the homeless, and clothing the naked. Sincere repentance will lead to a dramatic improvement of their
condition.

hout out, do not hold back! Lift up your voice like a trumpet! Announce to my people their rebellion,

to the house of Jacob their sins. 2Yet day after day they seek me and delight to know my ways, as if
they were a nation that practiced righteousness and did not forsake the ordinance of their God; they ask of
me righteous judgments, they delight to draw near to God. **Why do we fast, but you do not see? Why
humble ourselves, but you do not notice?” Look, you serve your own interest on your fast day, and
oppress all your workers. “Look, you fast only to quarrel and to fight and to strike with a wicked fist.
Such fasting as you do today will not make your voice heard on high. °Is such the fast that I choose, a day
to humble oneself? Is it to bow down the head like a bulrush, and to lie in sackcloth and ashes? Will you
call this a fast, a day acceptable to the LORD?

®Is not this the fast that I choose: to loose the bonds of injustice, to undo the thongs of the yoke, to let
the oppressed go free, and to break every yoke? “Is it not to share your bread with the hungry, and bring
the homeless poor into your house; when you see the naked, to cover them, and not to hide yourself from
your own kin? ¥Then your light shall break forth like the dawn, and your healing shall spring up quickly;
your vindicator shall go before you, the glory of the LORD shall be your rear guard. °Then you shall call,
and the LORD will answer; you shall cry for help, and he will say, Here I am.
If you remove the yoke from among you, the pointing of the finger, the speaking of evil, '%if you offer
your food to the hungry and satisfy the needs of the afflicted, then your light shall rise in the darkness and
your gloom be like the noonday. !'The LORD will guide you continually, and satisfy your needs in
parched places, and make your bones strong; and you shall be like a watered garden, like a spring of
water, whose waters never fail. >Your ancient ruins shall be rebuilt; you shall raise up the foundations of
many generations; you shall be called the repairer of the breach, the restorer of streets to live in.

(L) The word of the Lord. Thanks be to God.

PSALM 51:1-17 (read responsively)
"Have mercy on me, O God, according to your steadfast love;
in your great compassion blot out my offenses.
2Wash me through and through from my wickedness,
and cleanse me from my sin.
3For I know my offenses,
and my sin is ever before me.
“Against you only have I sinned and done what is evil in your sight;
so you are justified when you speak and right in your judgment.
SIndeed, I was born steeped in wickedness,
a sinner from my mother’s womb.
Indeed, you delight in truth deep within me,
and would have me know wisdom deep within.
"Remove my sins with hyssop, and I shall be clean;
wash me, and I shall be purer than snow.
6



$Let me hear joy and gladness;
that the body you have broken may rejoice.
°Hide your face from my sins,
and blot out all my wickedness.
0Create in me a clean heart, O God,
and renew a right spirit within me.
1Cast me not away from your presence,
and take not your Holy Spirit from me.
I2Restore to me the joy of your salvation
and sustain me with your bountiful Spirit.
BBLet me teach your ways to offenders,
and sinners shall be restored to you.
“Rescue me from bloodshed, O God of my salvation,
and my tongue shall sing of your righteousness.
150 Lord, open my lips,
and my mouth shall proclaim your praise.
'For you take no delight in sacrifice, or I would give it.
You are not pleased with burnt offering.
"The sacrifice of God is a troubled spirit;
a troubled and broken heart, O God, you will not despise.

SECOND READING 2 Corinthians 5:20b--6:10
The ministry of the gospel endures many challenges and hardships. Through this ministry, God’s reconciling activity in the
death of Christ reaches into the depths of our lives to bring us into a right relationship with God. In this way, God accepts us
into the reality of divine salvation.
e entreat you on behalf of Christ, be reconciled to God. >'For our sake he made him to be sin who
knew no sin, so that in him we might become the righteousness of God.
81As we work together with him, we urge you also not to accept the grace of God in vain. *For he says,
“At an acceptable time I have listened to you,
and on a day of salvation I have helped you.”
See, now is the acceptable time; see, now is the day of salvation! *We are putting no obstacle in anyone’s
way, so that no fault may be found with our ministry, *but as servants of God we have commended
ourselves in every way: through great endurance, in afflictions, hardships, calamities, *beatings,
imprisonments, riots, labors, sleepless nights, hunger; by purity, knowledge, patience, kindness, holiness
of spirit, genuine love, "truthful speech, and the power of God; with the weapons of righteousness for the
right hand and for the left; ®in honor and dishonor, in ill repute and good repute. We are treated as
impostors, and yet are true; *as unknown, and yet are well known; as dying, and see—we are alive; as
punished, and yet not killed; '°as sorrowful, yet always rejoicing; as poor, yet making many rich; as
having nothing, and yet possessing everything.
L) The word of the Lord. Thanks be to God.
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slow to an - ger, rich in bless - ing, and with love to us in-clined.

P} The Holy Gospel according to St. Matthew.
Glory to you, O Lord.

HOLY GOSPEL Matthew 6:1-6, 16-21
In the Sermon on the Mount, Jesus commends almsgiving, prayer, and fasting, but emphasizes that spiritual devotion must not
be done for show.
esus said to the disciples: “Beware of practicing your piety before others in order to be seen by them;
for then you have no reward from your Father in heaven.

2“So whenever you give alms, do not sound a trumpet before you, as the hypocrites do in the
synagogues and in the streets, so that they may be praised by others. Truly I tell you, they have received
their reward. 3But when you give alms, do not let your left hand know what your right hand is doing, *so
that your alms may be done in secret; and your Father who sees in secret will reward you.

“And whenever you pray, do not be like the hypocrites; for they love to stand and pray in the
synagogues and at the street corners, so that they may be seen by others. Truly I tell you, they have
received their reward. ‘But whenever you pray, go into your room and shut the door and pray to your
Father who is in secret; and your Father who sees in secret will reward you.

16«And whenever you fast, do not look dismal, like the hypocrites, for they disfigure their faces so as to
show others that they are fasting. Truly I tell you, they have received their reward. "But when you fast,
put oil on your head and wash your face, '®so that your fasting may be seen not by others but by your
Father who is in secret; and your Father who sees in secret will reward you.

1%Do not store up for yourselves treasures on earth, where moth and rust consume and where thieves
break in and steal; °but store up for yourselves treasures in heaven, where neither moth nor rust
consumes and where thieves do not break in and steal. ?'For where your treasure is, there your heart will
be also.”

(Pl The Gospel of the Lord. Praise to you, O Christ.

(sit)
SERMON Pastor Wynard



(stand)

HYMN OF THE DAY

1 Great God, your love has called us here 2
as we, by love, for love were made.
Your living likeness still we bear,
though marred, dishonored, disobeyed.
We come, with all our heart and mind
your call to hear, your love to find.

Great God, Your Love Has Called Us ELW 358 vs. 1,2,5

We come with self-inflicted pains

of broken trust and chosen wrong,
half-free, half-bound by inner chains,
by social forces swept along,

by powers and systems close confined
yet seeking hope for humankind.

5 Great God, in Christ you set us free
your life to live, your joy to share.
Give us your Spirit's liberty
to turn from guilt and dull despair,
and offer all that faith can do
while love is making all things new.

Text: Brian A. Wren, b. 1936

Text © 1977, rev. 1995 Hope Publishing Company, Carol Stream, IL 60188. All rights reserved. Used by permission

THE APOSTLES’ CREED
(Pl God has made us his people through our Baptism into Christ.

Living together in trust and hope, we confess our faith.
I believe in God, the Father almighty,

creator of heaven and earth.
I believe in Jesus Christ, God's only Son, our Lord,

who was conceived by the Holy Spirit,

born of the virgin Mary,

suffered under Pontius Pilate,

was crucified, died, and was buried;

he descended to the dead.
On the third day he rose again;

he ascended into heaven,

he is seated at the right hand of the Father,

and he will come to judge the living and the dead.
I believe in the Holy Spirit,

the holy catholic church,

the communion of saints,

the forgiveness of sins,

the resurrection of the body,

and the life everlasting. Amen.

THE PRAYERS OF THE CHURCH
Response: [Pl God of mercy,

hold us in love.



THE PEACE IS SHARED
Pl The peace of Christ be with you always.
And also with you.

MEAL

THE OFFERING IS RECEIVED

We glorify God in our giving. Our offering is an act of worship that makes the ministries of this
church possible. We encourage everyone to give. If you are visiting with us today, please do not
feel obligated to participate in this portion of worship. If you would like, use the QR code scanner
on your smart phone to give online or place your offering in the plates that are located at the
entrances to the Sanctuary. For those of you watching through our media outlets, if you are able, please mail in
your offering or donate online. Thank you!

THE TABLE IS PREPARED
OFFERTORY ANTHEM (6:30 PM) Treasures in Heaven by Joseph W. Closkey
(stand)
OFFERTORY HYMN Lord, Speak to Us, That We May Speak ELW 676 vs.2 & 3
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OFFERING PRAYER

[P} Jesus, you are the bread of life and the host of this meal.

Bless these gifts that we have gathered that all people may know your goodness. Feed us not
only with this holy food but with hunger for justice and peace. We pray this in your name.
Amen.
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HOLY COMMUNION
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The Lord be with you.

And also with you.

Lift up your hearts.

We lift them to the Lord.

Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.

It is right to give our thanks and praise.

PREFACE FOR SUNDAYS

(P} It is indeed right, our duty and our joy,
... we praise your name and join their unending hymn:

SANCTUS
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Bless-ed is he who comes in the name of the Lord.

Ho-san-na in the high - est, ho-san-na in the high - est.
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EUCHARISTIC PRAYER
P} Blessed are you, O God of the universe.
Your mercy is everlasting and your faithfulness endures from age to age.

With this bread and cup we remember our Lord’s passover
from death to life as we proclaim the mystery of faith:

Christ has died. Christ is risen. Christ will come again.
P O God of resurrection and new life: ... Grace our table with your presence.
Come, Holy Spirit.

[Pl Reveal yourself to us in the breaking of the bread. ...
Send us forth, burning with justice, peace, and love.
Come, Holy Spirit.

Pl With your holy ones of all times and places, ...
we praise you, O God, blessed and holy Trinity, now and forever.
Amen.

THE LORD’S PRAYER
[Pl Gathered into one by the Holy Spirit, let us pray as Jesus taught us:
Our Father, who art in heaven,
hallowed be thy name,
thy kingdom come, thy will be done,
on earth as it is in heaven.
Give us this day our daily bread;
and forgive us our trespasses,
as we forgive those who trespass against us;
and lead us not into temptation,
but deliver us from evil.
For thine is the kingdom,
and the power,
and the glory,
forever and ever. Amen.
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AGNUS DEI
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grant us peace, grant us peace.

INVITATION TO COMMUNION
P A feast for hungry hearts. Come!
We come to receive bread for the journey.

(sit)

THE DISTRIBUTION

All baptized Christians who confess Jesus Christ as Lord and his Real Presence in, with and under the bread and
wine, are welcome to the Lord’s Supper. We believe that this is the Lord’s table and is he who invites you. So you who
are strong in faith, come with gratitude. You who feel weak in faith, come to be strengthened. And you who feel you
have no faith, come so that the God of steadfast love will touch your heart with hope and joy. The form of
distribution is intinction: you will receive the consecrated bread and then you may dip the bread into the wine.

Gluten free bread is available upon request.

13



HYMNS DURING COMMUNION

1

Come down, O Love divine;
seek thou this soul of mine

and visit it with thine own ardor
glowing;

O Comforter, draw near;
within my heart appear

and kindle it, thy holy flame
bestowing.

Oh, let it freely burn,

till worldly passions turn

to dust and ashes in its heat
consuming;

and let thy glorious light

shine ever on my sight,

and clothe me round, the while my
path illuming.

Come Down, O Love Divine ELW 804

3 Let holy charity
mine outward vesture be,
and lowliness become mine inner
clothing--
true lowliness of heart,
which takes the humbler part,
and o'er its own shortcomings weeps
with loathing.

4 And so the yearning strong,
with which the soul will long,
shall far outpass the pow'r of human
telling;
no soul can guess Love's grace
till it become the place
wherein the Holy Spirit makes a
dwelling.

Text: Bianco da Siena, d. 1434; tr. Richard F. Littledale, 1833-1890

Just As I Am, without One Plea ELW 592

Just as I am, without one plea,

but that thy blood was shed for me,
and that thou bidd'st me come to thee,
O Lamb of God, I come, I come.

Just as I am, though tossed about
with many a conflict, many a doubt,
fightings and fears within, without,
O Lamb of God, I come, I come.

(stand)
POST-COMMUNION BLESSING

PRAYER AFTER COMMUNION

P

Generous God,

3 Just as I am, thou wilt receive,
wilt welcome, pardon, cleanse, relieve;
because thy promise I believe,
O Lamb of God, I come, I come,

4 Just as I am; thy love unknown
has broken ev'ry barrier down;
now to be thine, yea, thine alone,
O Lamb of God, I come, I come.

Text: Charlotte Elliott, 1789-1871

at this table we have tasted your immeasurable grace. As grains of wheat are gathered into
one bread, now make us one loaf to feed the world; in the name of Jesus, the Bread of life.

Amen.

14



SENDING

BLESSING

[P} The creator who fashions us together with all things,
the Christ who leads us into a new beloved community,
the Spirit who holds us in the communion of saints,

one God, - bless you now and always.

Amen.
HYMN Restore in Us, O God ELW 328
1 Restore in us, O God, 3 Bring us, O Christ, to share
the splendor of your love; the fullness of your joy;
renew your image in our hearts, baptize us in the risen life
and all our sins remove. that death cannot destroy.
2 O Spirit, wake in us 4 Three-personed God, fulfill
the wonder of your pow'r; the promise of your grace,
from fruitless fear unfurl our lives that we, when all our searching ends,
like springtime bud and flow'r. may see you face to face.
Text: Carl P. Daw Jr., b. 1944
Text © 1989 Hope Publishing Company, Carol Stream, IL 60188. All rights reserved. Used by permission.
DISMISSAL

Pl Go in peace, share your bread.
Thanks be to God

POSTLUDE

From Sundays and Seasons.com. ©2023 Augsburg Fortress. All rights reserved. Reprinted by permission under Augsburg Fortress Liturgies
/Annual License #SAS006828. Reprinted under OneLicense.net #A-705181. New Revised Standard Version Bible, ©1989, Division of Christian
Education of the National Council of the Churches of Christ in the United States of America. Used by permission. All rights reserved.
Evangelical Lutheran Worship ©2006 Augsburg Fortress. All Creations Sings ©2020 Augsburg Fortress, an imprint of 1517 Media. Reprinted by
permission under Augsburg Fortress Liturgies Annual License #26828. CCLI License #1511530.
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Worship with us this Lenten Season!

Wednesdays in Lent
12:15 PM Lenten Worship
11:00 - Noon Lenten Lunch (free-will offering)
6:30 PM Lenten Worship (in person and Livestream)

5:00 - 6:30 PM Lenten Dinner (free-will offering)
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