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9:00 AM & 11:00 AM
TENTH SUNDAY after PENTECOST

Today is the first of five Sundays with gospel readings from John 6, the first four of which focus on Jesus as bread of life. Today
Jesus feeds thousands of people with five loaves and two fish. What we have, what we bring to Jesus’ table, seems like it is not

nearly enough to meet all the needs we see around us. But it is not the adequacy of our supplies or our skills that finally makes

the difference: it is the power of Jesus working in the littlest and least to transform this world into the world God desires, a
world where all the hungry are satisfied.







GATHERING

PRELUDE Bruce Nissen, organ

WELCOME AND ANNOUNCEMENTS

(rise in body or spirit)
CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS
(P Blessed be the holy Trinity, -+ one God,
the God of manna, the God of miracles, the God of mercy.
Amen.

Pl Drawn to Christ and seeking God’s abundance, let us confess our sin.
Silence is kept for reflection.

Pl God, our provider, help us.

It is hard to believe there is enough to share. We question your ways when they differ from
the ways of the world in which we live. We turn to our own understanding rather than
trusting in you. We take offense at your teachings and your ways. Turn us again to you.
Where else can we turn? Share with us the words of eternal life and feed us for the life in the
world. Amen.

(P Beloved people of God:
in Jesus, the manna from heaven, you are fed and nourished. By Jesus, the worker of miracles, there
is always more than enough. Through Jesus, = the bread of life, you are shown God’s mercy: you
are forgiven and loved into abundant life.

Amen.



PROCESSIONAL HYMN

APOSTOLIC GREETING

(Pl The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God,
and the communion of the Holy Spirit be with you all.
And also with you.

HYMN OF PRAISE

1

Holy, Holy, Holy, Lord God Almighty! ELW 413vs. 1,2, 4

Holy, holy, holy, Lord God Almighty!
Early in the morning our song shall rise to thee.
Holy, holy, holy, merciful and mighty!
God in three persons, blessed Trinity!

Holy, holy, holy! All the saints adore thee,

casting down their golden crowns around the glassy sea;
cherubim and seraphim falling down before thee,

which wert and art, and evermore shalt be.

Holy, holy, holy! Lord God Almighty!

All thy works shall praise thy name in earth and sky and sea.
Holy, holy, holy, merciful and mighty!
God in three persons, blessed Trinity!

Text: Reginald Heber, 1783-1826, alt.

Come, All You People ELW 819

l Come, all you peo - ple, come and praise the Most High;
2 Come, all  you peo - ple, come and praise the Sav - ior;
3 Come, all you peo - ple, come and praise the Spir - it;
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come, all you peo - ple, come and praise the Most High;
come, all  you peo - ple, come and praise the Sav - ior;
come, all  you peo - ple, come and praise the Spir - it;
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come, all you peo - ple, come and praise the Most High;
come, all you peo - ple, come and praise the Sav - ior;
come, all you peo - ple, come and praise the Spir - it;
o
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come  now and wor - ship the Lord.
come now and wor - ship the Lord.
come  now and wor - ship the Lord.



PRAYER OF THE DAY
(P} Gracious God,
you have placed within the hearts of all your children a longing for your word and a hunger
for your truth. Grant that we may know your Son to be the true bread of heaven and share
this bread with all the world, through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord. Amen.

WORD

(sit)
FIRST READING 2 Kings 4:42-44
Today’s reading is part of a larger section of 2 Kings that describes the miracles of Elisha, the successor to Elijah. Here the
prophet gives food to a hungry crowd. Though there is not enough food to go around, Elisha trusts God, who provides enough
and even more to satisfy the need.
man came from Baal-shalishah, bringing food from the first fruits to [Elisha,] the man of God:
twenty loaves of barley and fresh ears of grain in his sack. Elisha said, “Give it to the people and let
them eat.” “* But his servant said, “How can I set this before a hundred people?” So he repeated, “Give it
to the people and let them eat, for thus says the LORD, ‘They shall eat and have some left.”” * He set it
before them, they ate, and had some left, according to the word of the LORD.

(L] Word of God, Word of Life. Thanks be to God.

PSALM 145:10-18 (read responsively)
10 All your works shall praise you, O LORD,
and your faithful ones shall bless you.
11 They shall tell of the glory of your kingdom
and speak of your power,
2that all people may know of your power
and the glorious splendor of your kingdom.
13Your kingdom is an everlasting kingdom; your dominion endures throughout all ages.
You, LORD, are faithful in all your words, and loving in all your works.
1 The Lord upholds all those who fall
and lifts up those who are bowed down.
*The eyes of all wait upon you, O LORD,
and you give them their food in due season.
Y ou open wide your hand
and satisfy the desire of every living thing.
7You are righteous in all your ways
and loving in all your works.
18You are near to all who call upon you,
to all who call upon you faithfully.



SECOND READING Ephesians 3:14-21
We have been rooted and grounded in the love of Christ, which surpasses all human knowledge. Because Christ dwells in our
hearts, our lives are continuously strengthened and empowered by the ongoing presence of the Spirit.

or this reason | bow my knees before the Father, ** from whom every family in heaven and on earth

takes its name. ® | pray that, according to the riches of his glory, he may grant that you may be
strengthened in your inner being with power through his Spirit, 1’ and that Christ may dwell in your hearts
through faith, as you are being rooted and grounded in love. ‘81 pray that you may have the power to
comprehend, with all the saints, what is the breadth and length and height and depth, *and to know the
love of Christ that surpasses knowledge, so that you may be filled with all the fullness of God.

20 Now to him who by the power at work within us is able to accomplish abundantly far more than all
we can ask or imagine, ?*to him be glory in the church and in Christ Jesus to all generations, forever and
ever. Amen.

(L) Word of God, Word of Life. Thanks be to God.

(rise in body or spirit)

GOSPEL ACCLAMATION
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Pl The Holy Gospel according to St. John.
Glory to you, O Lord.



HOLY GOSPEL John 6:1-21
In John’s gospel, the miracles of Jesus are called “signs,” because they reveal the true character of God. As such, they remain
within the mystery of God and cannot be brought under human control.
esus went to the other side of the Sea of Galilee, also called the Sea of Tiberias. 2 A large crowd kept
following him, because they saw the signs that he was doing for the sick. 3 Jesus went up the mountain
and sat down there with his disciples. * Now the Passover, the festival of the Jews, was near. ®> When he
looked up and saw a large crowd coming toward him, Jesus said to Philip, “Where are we to buy bread for
these people to eat?” ® He said this to test him, for he himself knew what he was going to do. ” Philip
answered him, “Six months’ wages would not buy enough bread for each of them to get a little.” ® One of
his disciples, Andrew, Simon Peter’s brother, said to him, ®“There is a boy here who has five barley
loaves and two fish. But what are they among so many people?” 1° Jesus said, “Make the people sit
down.” Now there was a great deal of grass in the place; so they sat down, about five thousand in
all. * Then Jesus took the loaves, and when he had given thanks, he distributed them to those who were
seated; so also the fish, as much as they wanted. 1> When they were satisfied, he told his disciples, “Gather
up the fragments left over, so that nothing may be lost.” **So they gathered them up, and from the
fragments of the five barley loaves, left by those who had eaten, they filled twelve baskets. ** When the
people saw the sign that he had done, they began to say, “This is indeed the prophet who is to come into
the world.”
15When Jesus realized that they were about to come and take him by force to make him king, he
withdrew again to the mountain by himself.
16'When evening came, his disciples went down to the sea, 17 got into a boat, and started across the sea
to Capernaum. It was now dark, and Jesus had not yet come to them. 8 The sea became rough because a
strong wind was blowing. ¥ When they had rowed about three or four miles, they saw Jesus walking on
the sea and coming near the boat, and they were terrified. 2° But he said to them, “It is I; do not be
afraid.” 2! Then they wanted to take him into the boat, and immediately the boat reached the land toward
which they were going.
P} The Gospel of the Lord. Praise to you, O Christ.

(sit)

CHILDREN’S BLESSING 9:00 AM

Children (aged 3 years through 5" grade) are invited to come forward for a blessing. Then, they may return to their seat and
use the Spark Bible and/or activity bags during the regular sermon.

SERMON Pastor Heather Goertz
Campus Pastor at Nebraska Lutheran Campus Ministry (Greater Omaha)
Associate Pastor, St. Timothy Lutheran Church



(rise in body or spirit)

HYMN OF THE DAY Will You Come and Follow Me ELW798vs. 1, 2,5
1 "Will you come and follow me 2 "Will you leave yourself behind
if I but call your name? if 1 but call your name?
Will you go where you don't know Will you care for cruel and kind
and never be the same? and never be the same?
Will you let my love be shown, Will you risk the hostile stare,
will you let my name be known, should your life attract or scare?
will you let my life be grown Will you let me answer pray'r
in you and you in me? in you and you in me?

5 Lord, your summons echoes true
when you but call my name.
Let me turn and follow you
and never be the same.
In your company I'll go
where your love and footsteps show.
Thus I'll move and live and grow
in you and you in me.

Text: John L. Bell, b. 1949

Text © 1987 lona Community, GIA Publications, Inc., agent 7404 S. Mason Ave., Chicago, IL 60638. www.giamusic.com. 800.442.3358. All
rights reserved. Used by permission.

THE APOSTLES’ CREED
Pl God has made us God’s people through our Baptism into Christ.
Living together in trust and hope, we confess our faith.
I believe in God, the Father almighty, creator of heaven and earth.
I believe in Jesus Christ, God's only Son, our Lord,
who was conceived by the Holy Spirit,
born of the virgin Mary,
suffered under Pontius Pilate,
was crucified, died, and was buried;
he descended to the dead.
On the third day he rose again;
he ascended into heaven,
he is seated at the right hand of the Father,
and he will come to judge the living and the dead.
I believe in the Holy Spirit,
the holy catholic church,
the communion of saints,
the forgiveness of sins,
the resurrection of the body,
and the life everlasting. Amen.



THE PRAYERS OF THE CHURCH
Response: (P} In your mercy,
hear our prayer.

(In our prayers today, during a time of silence, pray for those listed below and for others according to their needs)
Sympathy: for the family and friends of Albert Grage
Prayers this week: Diane Nickeson-Ray

On-going Care: Lesley Akers, Betty Callies, Cheri Biggs, John & Jane Bodnar, Don Burton, Shirley
Dietrich, Mike Edris, Jessica Hannon, Richard & Betty Holzer, Joan Jacobson-Trotter, Jason Klonglan,
Orville & Julie Knapp, Marie Kubat, Ruth & Charles Martis, Tracey Mason, Lara McCormick, Nita
Mueller, Linda Peltz, Jim Perkins, Kathy Preininger, David Samaria, LeClare Steffen, Vinn Stephens,
Joyce Wachal, Gary Westerman, Deb Woosley

Other Prayers: Those serving in the military — Wyatt Johnson, grandson of Ken and Linda Johnson;
Tyler Johnston, son of Robert and Michelle Johnston, Daniel Milstead, nephew of Darlene Anderson;
Cody Ray, grandson of Betty Callies; Dannika Rees, daughter of Eric and Toby Rees; Joel Woosley, son
of Debbie Woosley, nephew of Steph Stephens, and grandson of Vinn Stephens

Other Prayers: Those serving in mission — Rev. Chandran Paul Martin, India; Dr. Stephen & Jodi
Swanson, Tanzania; Katie Larson, Colombia; Rev. Bridget Gautieri, Wittenburg Center, Germany; Rev.
Robert & Kathy Moore, Leipzig, Germany; and Dan & Ginny Rath, international translators; our sister
congregation, the American Church in Berlin, as they assist refugees from the war in Ukraine

Other Prayers: Seminarians — James Holzer, Katie Larson, Giselle Loucks

THE PEACE IS SHARED
(Pl The peace of Christ be with you always.
And also with you.

MEAL

(sit)

THE OFFERING IS RECEIVED

We glorify God in our giving. Our offering is an act of worship that makes the ministries of this church
possible. We encourage everyone to give. If you are visiting with us today, please do not feel obligated to
participate in this portion of worship. If you would like, use the QR code scanner on your smart phone to
give online or place your offering in the plates that are located at the entrances to the Sanctuary. For

those of you watching through our media outlets, if you are able, please mail in your offering or donate
online. Thank you!

THE TABLE IS PREPARED



OFFERTORY ANTHEM

(rise in body or spirit)

All Hail the Power of Jesus’ Name

arr. Krug
Jean Johnson, piano

OFFERTORY HYMN As the Grains of Wheat ELW 465
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1 As this cup of bless-ing is shared with-in our midst,
2 Let this be a fore-taste of all that is to come when
Refrain
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may we share the pres - ence  of your love.
all cre - a - tion shares this feast with you.

OFFERING PRAYER
(P} Jesus, Bread of life,

you have set this table with your very self, and called us to the feast of plenty. Gather what
has been sown among us, and strengthen us in this meal. Make us to be what we receive here,
your body for the life of the world. Amen.

HOLY COMMUNION

The Lord be with you.

And also with you.

Lift up your hearts.

We lift them to the Lord.

Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.

It is right to give our thanks and praise.
It is indeed right, our duty and our joy,

... we praise your name and join their unending hymn:
10
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SANCTUS Holy, Holy, Holy ELW 192
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san -na in the high-est, ho - san-na in the high-est.

EUCHARISTIC PRAYER

THE LORD’S PRAYER
[P} Gathered into one by the Holy Spirit, let us pray as Jesus taught us:
Our Father, who art in heaven,
hallowed be thy name,
thy kingdom come,
thy will be done,
on earth as it is in heaven.
Give us this day our daily bread;
and forgive us our trespasses,
as we forgive those who trespass against us;
and lead us not into temptation,
but deliver us from evil.
For thine is the kingdom,
and the power, and the glory, forever and ever. Amen.

11



AGNUS DEI
(Pl Lamb of God, you take away the sin of the world; have mercy on us.

Lamb of God, you take away the sin of the world; have mercy on us.
Lamb of God, you take away the sin of the world; grant us peace.

INVITATION TO COMMUNION
(Pl Come to the table Christ has set.
There is more than enough for all!

(sit)

THE DISTRIBUTION

All baptized Christians who confess Jesus Christ as Lord and his Real Presence in, with and under the bread and wine, are
welcome to the Lord’s Supper. We believe that this is the Lord’s table and is he who invites you. So you who are strong in faith,
come with gratitude. You who feel weak in faith, come to be strengthened. And you who feel you have no faith, come so that the
God of steadfast love will touch your heart with hope and joy. The form of distribution is intinction: you will receive the
consecrated bread and then you may dip the bread into the wine. Gluten free bread is available upon request.

HYMNS DURING COMMUNION All Who Hunger, Gather Gladly ELW 461
1 All who hunger gather gladly; 2 All who hunger, never strangers;

holy manna is our bread. seeker, be a welcome guest.

Come from wilderness and wand'ring. Come from restlessness and roaming.

Here in truth we will be fed. Here in joy we keep the feast.

You that yearn for days of fullness, We that once were lost and scattered

all around us is our food. in communion's love have stood.

Taste and see the grace eternal. Taste and see the grace eternal.

Taste and see that God is good. Taste and see that God is good.

3 All who hunger, sing together,
Jesus Christ is living bread.
Come from loneliness and longing.
Here in peace we have been fed.
Blest are those who from this table
live their days in gratitude.
Taste and see the grace eternal.
Taste and see that God is good.

Text: Sylvia G. Dunstan, 1955-1993
Text © 1991 GIA Publications, Inc., 7404 S. Mason Ave., Chicago, IL 60638.
www.giamusic.com. 800.442.3358. All rights reserved. Used by permission.
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Loaves Were Broken, Words Were Spoken ACS 966
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Text: Herman G. Stuempfle Jr., 1923-2007
Text © 2006 GIA Publications, Inc., giamusic.com. All rights reserved.

(rise in body or spirit)
POST-COMMUNION BLESSING

PRAYER AFTER COMMUNION
(P} Jesus, Bread of life,
we have received from your table more than we could ever ask. As you have nourished us in
this meal, now strengthen us to love the world with your own life. In your name we pray.
Amen.
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BLESSING

SENDING

(Pl The blessing of God, who provides for us, feeds us, and journeys with us, - be upon you now and

forever.

THREE-FOLD AMEN

RECESSIONAL HYMN
1

Sent Forth by God's Blessing ELW 547

Sent forth by God's blessing,

our true faith confessing,

the people of God from this dwelling take leave.
The supper is ended.

Oh, now be extended

the fruits of this service in all who believe.

The seed of Christ's teaching,

receptive souls reaching,

shall blossom in action for God and for all.
Your grace shall incite us,

your love shall unite us

to work for your kingdom and answer your call.

With praise and thanksgiving

to God ever-living,

the tasks of our ev'ryday life we will face—

our faith ever sharing,

in love ever caring,

embracing God's children, the whole human race.
With your feast you feed us,

with your light now lead us;

unite us as one in this life that we share.

Then may all the living

with praise and thanksgiving

give honor to Christ and his name that we bear.

Text: Omer Westendorf, 1916-1997, alt.

Text © 1964 World Library Publications, 3708 River Rd., Suite 400, Franklin Park, IL 60131. All rights reserved.

DISMISSAL

(Pl Go in peace. You are the body of Christ.

Thanks be to God.

POSTLUDE

Bruce Nissen, organ

14
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Memorial Lutheran Church
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2650 Farnam Street
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July 27 & 28,2024

Fountze Memorial Lutheran Church is o vibrant,
historic faith community that welcomes all and
provides ministries for ell ages end walks of life
We are o “Cily-wide Chivrdh with a World-wide
Ministry™ and have been worshiping, growing,
gnd serving in downtown Omahe forover 160
years, [fyou are new to Kountze Memorial, we
invite vou to visit the Welcome Desk in the
Fellowship Hall formore information about who
we are end whot we do,

Holy Communion

All who are baptized and trust in Christ's
presence in Holy Communion are insited to
commurne at the Lord's Table, Children not vet
communing will receive ablessing, It is the
understand ing of the universal Church that
those who wish to commune with bread only

[especially for health reasons] have communed

fully. Our form of distribution is Intinetion. ¥ou

will receive the wafer in vour hand and then dip

into the wine,
Children in Worship

We beliewve that all are welcome in worship and
encourage families to worship together, Activity

bags, children's Eibles, and bulleting are

available, as well as aroom just off the west zide

of the main sanctuary, that includes a TV and a

variety of tovs, games, and books for woung
children.

Nursery

Our nursery is available from 8:45 AM —noon
for children 0—=Z vears. Please ask anusher if
VOUu are unsure as to where our nursery is and
wouldlike touse it

Attendance Cards

All those attending worship are encouraged to
fill out the card ncluded in wour bulletin and
place inthe offering plate, Offering plates are
located by the doors inthe Nave,

Large Print Bulletins and Listening Devices
Flease speak to an usher if you wouldlike a
large print bulletin or an assisted listening
dewice,

E-news & Social Media
If vouwouldlike toreceive our weekly e-news
and monthly e-newsletter, add your e-mail
address to the attendance card in
wour bulletin,

Thank you for supportingthe
ministries of Kountze Memorial




Today at Kountze Memorial

Kountze Café Lite
9:30—11:00 AM
Free-will Offering

Through Labor Day weekend, we will be serving

alighter fare for breakfast, If you wouldlike to
help with breakfast, even just for a Sunday or
twro, please contact Sherri Labedz,

Adult Forum

Sundays, 10:10 AM

[oinus on sunday mornings in the Fellowship
Hall for alite breakfast and then stay for Adult
Forurm.

This week: Lutheran Campus Ministry of
Ormaha with Pr. Heather Goertz

Nezxt weel: Ministry Fair: Faith Formation &
Community Engagement

This Week at Kountze Memorial

July 28 Sunday
Fentecost 10
9:00 AM & 11:00 AM Worship
9:00 AM Nursery [0-2 yrs)
830 AM Kountze Café Lite
10:10 AM Adult Forum
July 29 Monday
10:00 AM Pantry
11:30 AM Endowment Board
July 30 Tuesday
9:00 AN Staff Meeting
July¥ 31 Wednesday
12:15 PM Waorship
August 1 Thursday
2:00 PM Cards writh Friends
400 PM Healing Gift Free Clinic

August 2 Friday
5:00 PM Pantry

August 3 Saturday
Elessing of Backpacks
Homebound Communion
11:00 AM Gruber S0t Anniversary

Celebration

5:00 PM Worship

August 4 Sunday
Pentecost 11
Elessing of Backpacks
Homebound Communion
.00 AN & 11:00 AM Worship
500 AM Nursery [(0-2 yrs)
930 AN Kountze Cafe - Breakfast
10:10 AM Adult Forum

For Your Calendar/News & Notes

Dinners for Eight
Sign up by Monday, August 19

o (et toknow others inthe congregation over 3

dirmers for 3 months in groups of eight.
o Meet each monthfor a meal in September,
October, and Nowvember

o Consider meeting for lunch instead of dinner!

e Enjov a meal and conwversation with one
another.

e Signup at the Welcome Desk or call the
church office by Mondass, August 19,

* See you around the table!



For Your Calendar/News & Notes continued

Blessing of Backpacks

August 3, 5 FM

August 4, 9 & 11 AM

All students, teachers, profeszors, Sunday school
volunteers, and support staff are inwvited to bring
their school bags to church and receive a
blessing for a vear of abundant learning and
developrment,

Tahle Grace The Musical

August 8-9

This muzical is bazsed on a combination of real

life stories molded into fictional characters and

storylines, It's a celebration of grace, lowve,

second chances, and acceptance, Don't miss it!

The Tahle Grace newsletter canbe found at:
httpe:/ /ftigrurl.com/4eebubch

Men's Lunch

Thursday, August 15

11:30 AM

Fellowship Lounge

Cost: $10.00

Hawe you ever wantedtoeat like aking? Joinus
far the August Men's Lunch, where we will
experience what it waslike to eat in medieval
tirmes. Bringsour appetite and vou guessed it:
no silverware allowed Signup at the welcome
desk or emall jim@kmlchurch.org by Tuesday,
August 13 toreserve your seat for this dining
EXperience,

Kountze Food Pantry
Do vou or anyone you know need service hours?
Wolunteering at the Kountze Food Pantry iz a
perfect opportunity to boost ywour resume and
have some fun at the same time! We are in need
of strong, woung people to help us unload
deliveries at 8 AM Monday morning, andto
carry out groceries for our guests from 10 AM-
12:45 PM. You canwork all or part of that time.
We alzoneed people on Friday evenings from &
FM-6:45 FM. There are other positions for
people of all ages and abilities, Flease consider
joining us by signing up at the following link.
https://form jotform.com,/ 20083478770 1155

Cards With Friends

Weworn't be meeting in August, Watch the
bulletiry, e-news, and Good News to see about
starting up again inthe fall,

Church Picnic

Sunday, September 22

Mark yrour calendars for September 23rd for the
Anmual Church Picnic, Once again, this wear's
picnic will be held here at the church. Main
course [(vegetarian option available] will be
provided. Flease plan on bringing a side dish to
share, We will hawve entertainment for the kids
and end with the all -favorite BEINGO! More
details to follow,

School Supplies for KMLC Pantry Guests
Owrer the summer, wewill be collecting
backpacks of all types, notebooks, folders,
pencils, pens, crayons, markers, color
pencils, glue, tissues, scissors, hand
ganitizer, and arprthing el ze ywou may find
useful for our school-aged pantry guests,
You will find labeled donation tubs in the
Fellowship Hall for yrour donations.

Attendance & Giving
Thursday, 7/18—Wednesday, 724

Satwrday: 73

Sunday 9:00: 142 11:00: 30

Wednesday: 12:15: 8

Total: 303

Streaming: 64

Pantry Guests Served: 1135 (inc, 393 childrer)
Medical Clinic Guests Served: 1%

Offering: Not available at time of printing




frod shows us the abundant life through Jesus,

DAILYBIBLE READINGS '

Theze passages are related to the Lecti onary texts for this Sundag, ” o fa ith
Surnday John f:1-21 Jezuz feeds the five thousane  © = ., *

Monday 2 Kings :42-4 Elizha feeds one hundred ome
Tuezday Ephesians 3:114-21 Chrizt'z lowve for s

Wednesday 2 Corinthians %:6-15 Generous giving

Thursday Deuteronorny 28:1-14 Blezsings for ohedience
Friday Tzaiah 30:18-22 God'z prorodse to Hon
Jaturday Pralm 145:10-18 The Lord iz kind and rmerdful
Surnday John 6:24-35 Chrizt, the bread oflife

SCRIPTURE VER SE FOR THIS WEEK

thanks, and feeds five thouzand people. He showr s the

Then fesus took the loaves, end whenhe hod given thonks power of giving thankez for God's abundance, This story

he distributed them to thosewho were seated; 5o also the
fish, as mudh asthey wented John 6:11 (MR5YV)

PRAYERS AND BIESSING

A Prayer for the Week:

Merciful God, give us generous hearts that reach out to
otherz with compaszsion zo that we may know and expe-
rience abundant life through Tesus Christ, Srmen.
Mealtine Prayer:

Dear God, we thank youfor providing uz with thiz food
and opening vour hand to satisfir the desire of al iving
thingz, In Christ's name we pray, amen. [Fralm 145:15-
1a]

A Blessing to Give:

May God bless you with abundant life through Jesus
Chrizt,

CARING CONVER SATIONS

Digcussinyour horme, sinall group, or use for personal

reflections:

o [ What wouldyou doif youhad irwited three guests
for dinner and instead, siz showed up?

& [ Deseribe what an abundant life looks like, How do
wou experience an abundant life?

DEVOTIONS

Read: John 6:1- 21,

God's creation produces enough to feed the world
There are times when our own stewardship of God's
bounty creates fear that we will not have enough to sur-
wive, Sorne go hungry and suffer poor health while oth-
ers suffer poor health from conswming too rouch, In this
reading, Jesus talces fiveloaves and two fizh, gives

iz aboutrmore than gratitude and abundance, Itis a
sigh—a divine exarnple—of the unique character of Je-
sug thatis also seen in Jesuz walking on water and
bringing the dizciples to azafe shore (ww. 16-20]. Jesuz
provides the abundant life and zafe harbor becausze of
who he iz, the Word made flesh, the Son of God who
catne to zave us He iz worthy of our frast and our
praize,

Discuss: How does the story of the feeding of the five
thouzand help wou understand God's abundance?
Eroy: Dear God, take away our fears and give us the
joy of life in vour presence that we may be filled
with generous hearts through Christ Jesas, o Sav-
ior and Lord. Amen.

SERYVI(E

Jesusz calls us to zerve our neighbor inlove, Based on the
Daily Bible Readingsz and therne for thiz weel, how can
wou be generous to others by sharing wour resources?

RITUALS AND TRADITIONS

Having enough food to eat iz a God-given hlezzsing,
Providing arneal and enjoving it with others iz a way to
celebrate the God of abundance, This week prepare and
share a real with others, Begin the meal by sharing
highs and low z with one another, Then start the meal
with prayer: Dear God, we give you thanks for the
fruit of the earth and for the delight of joining with
othersto eat and be satizfied. We thank vou for the
jov of living in your presence through Jesus Christ,
the one who fed the five thousand and gives us the
abwndant life. Amen. After the meal praythe Lord's
Frayer together,

NEXT WEEK'S READINGS:
2 Kings 442 -44; Pralm 145:10-18
Ephesians 3:14-21; JTohn &:1-21

£ 2023 Mikestones Minstry, LS. 41 rf s esened.
Inndd ivon to Thking Faith Home, e e bmte mikestones inyourdneil I os an
effectie #ith formation tool. 30 bl wome'. mMilEstones minEtry om



