
 

KOUNTZE MEMORIAL LUTHERAN CHURCH 
A CITY-WIDE CHURCH WITH A WORLD-WIDE MINISTRY 

Lucy Wynard, Senior Pastor 2650 Farnam Street 

H. Ashley Hall, Associate Pastor Omaha, NE  68131-3616 

402-341-7761

www.kmlchurch.org 

April 27, 2025 9:00 AM & 11:00 AM 

SECOND SUNDAY in EASTER 

CONFIRMATION SUNDAY 

In spite of all we have heard and all we have seen, it is often hard to believe. Because it is hard to believe, we will 

invest ourselves in the Easter mystery for fifty days (a week of weeks). Because it is hard to believe, John the 

evangelist will provide sign after sign celebrating Jesus’ victory over death. Because it is hard to believe, the risen 

Jesus will return to us again and again in the mystery of holy communion, inviting us to touch and taste his 

presence, and offering us his peace. 
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GATHERING 

 

 
PRELUDE  Mark Jones, organ 9:00 AM

  Bruce Nissen, organ 11:00 AM 

   

WELCOME AND ANNOUNCEMENTS 
 

(rise in body or spirit) 

EASTER ACCLAMATION 

P Alleluia! Christ is risen.  

C Christ is risen indeed. Alleluia! 

 
THANKSGIVING FOR BAPTISM 

P In the name of + the One 

 who was, who is, and who is to come. 

C Amen. 
 
P Baptized into Christ’s death and resurrection, and called to live the baptized life, let us give thanks 

for the gifts of baptism. 
 

  Holy God, 

 we give you thanks for the waters of baptism, waters that make a people your own, 

 that restore to wholeness, and empower us to be witnesses in your name. 

 Baptized into you, O Living One, 

C make us one as you are one. 
 

P We give you thanks for the waters of baptism, waters that strengthen believers 

 and give new life to beloved servants of your church; 

 waters that extend your boundless love and cross barriers of our own making. 

 Baptized into you, O Living One, 

C make us one as you are one. 
 

P We give you thanks for the waters of baptism, waters that open the hearts of believers 

 and give a voice in the night to those in captivity; 

 waters that set your people on a new path, rejoicing in the Spirit’s power. 

 Baptized into you, O Living One, 

C make us one as you are one. 
 

P Grant us grace, love, and life, O Living One, that each day is shaped by these waters 

 that give us our very lives in you. We ask this in the name of Jesus,  

 the Crucified and Risen One. 

C Amen. 
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PROCESSIONAL HYMN Good Christian Friends, Rejoice and Sing! ELW 385 
 

1 Good Christian friends, rejoice and sing! 

 Now is the triumph of our king! 

 To all the world glad news we bring: 

 Alleluia, alleluia, alleluia! 
 

2 The Lord of life is ris'n this day; 

 death's mighty stone is rolled away; 

 let all the world rejoice and say: 

 Alleluia, alleluia, alleluia! 
 

3 Praise we in songs of victory 

 that love, that life, which cannot die, 

 and sing with hearts uplifted high: 

 Alleluia, alleluia, alleluia! 
 

4 Your name we bless, O risen Lord, 

 and sing today with one accord, 

 the life laid down, the life restored: 

 Alleluia, alleluia, alleluia!

Text: Cyril A. Alington, 1872-1955, alt. 

Text © 1952, ren. 1986 Hymns Ancient & Modern, admin. Hope Publishing Company, Carol Stream, IL 60188. All rights reserved. Used by 
permission. 

 

APOSTOLIC GREETING 

P The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God,  

 and the communion of the Holy Spirit be with you all. 

C And also with you. 

 
HYMN OF PRAISE This is the Feast 
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PRAYER OF THE DAY  

P O God of life, 

C you reach out to us amid our fears with the wounded hands of your risen Son. By your 

Spirit’s breath revive our faith in your mercy, and strengthen us to be the body of your Son, 

Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one 

God, now and forever. Amen. 
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WORD 
 

(sit) 

FIRST READING Acts 5:27-32 
Peter has been arrested for proclaiming the good news of Jesus’ death and resurrection. His response to the charges of the high 

priest summarizes the early church’s proclamation of forgiveness of sin through repentance. 

hen they had brought the apostles, they had them stand before the council. The high priest 

questioned them, 28 saying, “We gave you strict orders not to teach in this name, yet here you have 

filled Jerusalem with your teaching and you are determined to bring this man’s blood on us.” 29 But Peter 

and the apostles answered, “We must obey God rather than any human authority. 30 The God of our 

ancestors raised up Jesus, whom you had killed by hanging him on a tree. 31 God exalted him at his right 

hand as Leader and Savior that he might give repentance to Israel and forgiveness of sins. 32 And we are 

witnesses to these things, and so is the Holy Spirit whom God has given to those who obey him.” 

 L Word of God, Word of Life. C Thanks be to God. 
 

PSALM 150 
(Choir/cantor sings lines in regular print, all may sing lines in bold print) 

 
 1 Hallelujah! Praise God in the | holy temple; 

  praise God in the | mighty firmament. 

 2 Praise God for | mighty acts; 

  praise God for ex- | ceeding greatness.  

 3 Praise God with | trumpet sound; 

  praise God with | lyre and harp. 

 4 Praise God with tambou- | rine and dance; 

  praise God with | strings and pipe. 

 5 Praise God with re- | sounding cymbals; 

  praise God with loud | clanging cymbals. 

 6 Let everything | that has breath 

  praise the Lord. | Hallelujah!  
 

SECOND READING Revelation 1:4-8 
The book of Revelation recounts a mystical vision of the risen Christ experienced by a Christian prophet named John. Here he 

describes Christ as a timeless redeemer, the beginning, present, and end of all time. 

ohn to the seven churches that are in Asia:  Grace to you and peace from him who is and who was and 

who is to come, and from the seven spirits who are before his throne, 5 and from Jesus Christ, the 

faithful witness, the firstborn of the dead, and the ruler of the kings of the earth. To him who loves us and 

freed us from our sins by his blood, 6 and made us to be a kingdom, priests serving his God and Father, to 

him be glory and dominion forever and ever. Amen. 7 Look! He is coming with the clouds; every eye will 

see him, even those who pierced him; and on his account all the tribes of the earth will wail. So it is to be. 

Amen. 8 “I am the Alpha and the Omega,” says the Lord God, who is and who was and who is to come, 

the Almighty. 

 L Word of God, Word of Life. C Thanks be to God. 

W 

J 
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(rise in body or spirit) 

GOSPEL ACCLAMATION 

 
 P The Holy Gospel according to St. John.  

 

 
 

HOLY GOSPEL John 20:19-31 

Children may follow along using the Spark Bible turning to page 492 
The unprecedented events of the day of resurrection continue as the risen Jesus appears to his fearful disciples. A week later, 

after Thomas worships Jesus, Jesus pronounces that the blessings of the resurrection are also for those who “have not seen and 

yet believe.” 

hen it was evening on that day, the first day of the week, and the doors of the house where the 

disciples had met were locked for fear of the Jews, Jesus came and stood among them and said, 

“Peace be with you.” 20After he said this, he showed them his hands and his side. Then the disciples 

rejoiced when they saw the Lord. 21Jesus said to them again, “Peace be with you. As the Father has sent 

me, so I send you.” 22When he had said this, he breathed on them and said to them, “Receive the Holy 

Spirit. 23If you forgive the sins of any, they are forgiven them; if you retain the sins of any, they are 

retained.” 

 24But Thomas (who was called the Twin), one of the twelve, was not with them when Jesus came. 25So 

the other disciples told him, “We have seen the Lord.” But he said to them, “Unless I see the mark of the 

nails in his hands, and put my finger in the mark of the nails and my hand in his side, I will not believe.” 

 26A week later his disciples were again in the house, and Thomas was with them. Although the doors 

were shut, Jesus came and stood among them and said, “Peace be with you.” 27Then he said to Thomas, 

“Put your finger here and see my hands. Reach out your hand and put it in my side. Do not doubt but 

believe.” 28Thomas answered him, “My Lord and my God!” 29Jesus said to him, “Have you believed 

because you have seen me? Blessed are those who have not seen and yet have come to believe.” 

 30Now Jesus did many other signs in the presence of his disciples, which are not written in this 

book. 31But these are written so that you may come to believe that Jesus is the Messiah, the Son of God, 

and that through believing you may have life in his name. 

P The Gospel of the Lord. C Praise to you, O Christ. 
 

 

 

W 



8 

(sit)  

CHILDREN’S BLESSING 9:00 AM 
Children (aged 3 years through 5th grade) are invited to come forward for a blessing. Then, they may either return to their seat 

and use the Spark Bible and/or activity bags during the regular sermon, or follow Ms. Boe upstairs for an activity in the Sunday 

School room, and Ms. Carlsen for Children’s Choir. 

 

SERMON Pastor Hall 
 

(rise in body or spirit) 

HYMN OF THE DAY Christ Is Living ACS 934 

 
 

Text: Nicolás Martínez, 1917–1972; tr. Martin A. Seltz, b. 1951 

Spanish text © 1962 Blanca Staude de Martínez 

English text © 1999 Augsburg Fortress 
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AFFIRMATION OF BAPTISM 9:00 AM 
11 am Service continues with Nicene Creed on page 11 

 

Carson Adele Burton 
Daughter of Beth Burton and Don Burton 

Baptized on March 20, 2011 at Kountze Memorial Lutheran Church 

Sponsors: Dirk Hood and Kerri Kraft 

 

Amanda Kathryn Groenjes 
Daughter of Lorie (Wesley) Nielson and John Groenjes 

Granddaughter of Eva and Doug Reed 

Baptized on October 2, 2010 at Kountze Memorial Lutheran Church 

Sponsors: Christopher Kowal and Mary Groenjes 

 

Brynn Sandra Marie Means 
Daughter of Kimberly Fonda and Matthew Means 

Granddaughter of Sandy and Bob Fonda 

Baptized on April 20, 2011 at Kountze Memorial Lutheran Church 

Sponsors: Gage Rohwer and Caitlin Means 

 
P Merciful God, 

C we thank you for these brothers and sisters, whom you have made your own by water and the 

Word in baptism. You have called them to yourself, enlightened them with the gifts of your 

Spirit, and nourished them in this community of faith. Uphold your servants in the gifts and 

promises of baptism, and unite the hearts of all whom you have brought to new birth. We ask 

this in the name of Jesus Christ. Amen. 

 

PROFESSION OF FAITH 
 

P I ask you to profess your faith in Christ Jesus, reject sin, and confess the faith of the church. 
 

P  Do you renounce the devil and all the forces that defy God? 

Response from confirmands: I renounce them. 
 

P Do you renounce the powers of this world that rebel against God? 

Response from confirmands: I renounce them. 
 

P Do you renounce the ways of sin that draw you from God? 

Response from confirmands: I renounce them. 
 

P Do you believe in God the Father? 

C I believe in God, the Father almighty, 

  creator of heaven and earth. 
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P  Do you believe in Jesus Christ, the Son of God? 

C I believe in Jesus Christ, God's only Son, our Lord, 

  who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, 

  born of the virgin Mary, 

  suffered under Pontius Pilate, 

  was crucified, died, and was buried; 

  he descended to the dead. 

 On the third day he rose again; 

  he ascended into heaven, 

  he is seated at the right hand of the Father, 

  and he will come to judge the living and the dead. 
 

P Do you believe in God the Holy Spirit? 

C I believe in the Holy Spirit, 

  the holy catholic church, 

  the communion of saints, 

  the forgiveness of sins, 

  the resurrection of the body, 

  and the life everlasting.  
 

P You have made public profession of your faith. Do you intend to continue in the covenant God 

made with you in holy baptism: 

 to live among God's faithful people, 

 to hear the word of God and share in the Lord's supper, 

 to proclaim the good news of God in Christ through word and deed, 

 to serve all people, following the example of Jesus, 

 and to strive for justice and peace in all the earth? 

Each confirmand responds: I do, and I ask God to help and guide me. 
 

P People of God, do you promise to support these brothers and sisters and pray for them in their life 

in Christ? 

P We do, and we ask God to help and guide us. 
 

P We give you thanks, O God, that through water and the Holy Spirit you give us new birth, cleanse 

us from sin, and raise us to eternal life. 
 

(sit) 

P Stir up in    ___    the gift of your Holy Spirit: the spirit of wisdom and understanding, the spirit of 

counsel and might, the spirit of knowledge and the fear of the Lord, the spirit of joy in your 

presence, both now and forever. 

Response from confirmand: Amen. 
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(rise in body or spirit) 

P Let us rejoice with these siblings in Christ. 

C We rejoice with you in the life of baptism. Together we will give thanks and praise to God and 

proclaim the good news to all the world. 

 

THE NICENE CREED (11:00 AM) 

C We believe in one God, 

 the Father, the Almighty, 

 maker of heaven and earth, 

 of all that is, seen and unseen. 

 We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ, 

 the only Son of God, 

 eternally begotten of the Father, 

 God from God, Light from Light, 

 true God from true God, 

 begotten, not made, 

 of one Being with the Father; 

 through him all things were made. 

 For us and for our salvation 

 he came down from heaven, 

 was incarnate of the Holy Spirit and the virgin Mary 

 and became truly human. 

 For our sake he was crucified under Pontius Pilate; 

 he suffered death and was buried. 

 On the third day he rose again 

 in accordance with the scriptures; 

 he ascended into heaven 

 and is seated at the right hand of the Father. 

 He will come again in glory to judge the living and the dead, 

 and his kingdom will have no end. 

 We believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the giver of life, 

 who proceeds from the Father and the Son, 

 who with the Father and the Son is worshiped and glorified, 

 who has spoken through the prophets. 

 We believe in one holy catholic and apostolic church. 

 We acknowledge one baptism for the forgiveness of sins. 

 We look for the resurrection of the dead, 

 and the life of the world to come. Amen.  
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THE PRAYERS OF THE CHURCH 

Response:     P Hear us, O God. 

 C Your mercy is great. 
 

(In our prayers today, during a time of silence, pray for those listed below and for others according to their needs) 
 

Prayers this week: Carl Englert 
 

On-going Care: Sharon Ambler, Cheri Biggs, John Bodnar, Don Burton, Betty Callies, Mike Cswercko, 

Marilyn Dichsen, Shirley Dietrich, Mike Edris, Kathy Englert, Wanda Frykberg, Jessica Hannon, Julie 

Hoogestraat, Joan Jacobson-Trotter, Jason Klonglan, Orville & Julie Knapp, Jack & Marie Kubat, Ruth & 

Charles Martis, Lara McCormick, Jane Meyer, Nita Mueller, Diane Nickeson-Ray, Linda Peltz, Kathy 

Preininger, Dan & Ginny Rath, Donna Reinig, David Samaria, Joyce Wachal, Gary Westerman, Allyson 

White, Deb Woosley 
 

Other Prayers: Those serving in the military – Wyatt Johnson, grandson of Ken and Linda Johnson; 

Tyler Johnston, son of Robert and Michelle Johnston, Daniel Milstead, nephew of Darlene Anderson; 

Cody Ray, grandson of Betty Callies; Dannika Rees, daughter of Eric and Toby Rees; Joel Woosley, son 

of Debbie Woosley, nephew of Steph Stephens 
 

Other Prayers: Those serving in mission – Rev. Chandran Paul Martin, India; Dr. Stephen & Jodi 

Swanson, Tanzania; Katie Larson, Colombia; Rev. Bridget Gautieri, Wittenburg Center, Germany; Rev. 

Robert & Kathy Moore, Leipzig, Germany; and Dan & Ginny Rath, international translators; our sister 

congregation, the American Church in Berlin, as they assist refugees from the war in Ukraine 
 

Other Prayers: Seminarians – Joseph Daffer, James Holzer, Giselle Loucks 

 

THE PEACE IS SHARED 

 P The peace of Christ be with you always.  

 C  And also with you. 
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MEAL 
 

(sit) 
THE OFFERING IS RECEIVED 
We glorify God in our giving. Our offering is an act of worship that makes the ministries of this church 

possible. If you are visiting with us today, please do not feel obligated to participate in this portion of 

worship. You may use the QR code scanner on your smart phone to give online or mail in your offering or 

donate online. Thank you!  

 

THE TABLE IS PREPARED 

 

OFFERTORY ANTHEM  Sing to the Lord With a Joyful Sound by Jill Gallina 

   
(rise in body or spirit) 

OFFERTORY HYMN        What Shall I Render to the Lord   

 
 

OFFERING PRAYER 

 P Risen One, 

 C you have gathered us around your table of grace along with these gifts we bring. Come among 

us again, breathe your life into us, and enliven us with this meal, that we may live as your 

risen body in the world. Amen. 
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THE GREAT THANKSGIVING 

 
PREFACE  

 

SANCTUS 
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EUCHARISTIC PRAYER  

 P Blessed are you, O God of the universe. 

  … With this bread and cup … we proclaim the mystery of faith. 

 
P O God of resurrection and new life: . . .   

 . . .  Grace our table with your presence. 

 C Come, Holy Spirit. 
  

 P Reveal yourself to us in the breaking of the bread … 

  Send us forth, burning with justice, peace, and love. 

 C Come, Holy Spirit. 
 

 P With your holy ones … we praise you, O God,  

  blessed and holy Trinity, now and forever. 

 
 

THE LORD’S PRAYER  

 P Lord, remember us in your kingdom and teach us all to pray: 

 C Our Father, who art in heaven,  

  hallowed be thy name,  

  thy kingdom come,  

 thy will be done,  

 on earth as it is in heaven.  

  Give us this day our daily bread;  

 and forgive us our trespasses, 

 as we forgive those who trespass against us;  

 and lead us not into temptation,  

 but deliver us from evil.  

  For thine is the kingdom,  

 and the power, and the glory, forever and ever. Amen. 
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AGNUS DEI 

 
 

INVITATION TO COMMUNION   

P Come and receive the gift of new life. 

C We come to the table of grace. 
 

(sit) 

THE DISTRIBUTION 
All baptized Christians who confess Jesus Christ as Lord and his Real Presence in, with and under the bread and wine, are 

welcome to the Lord’s Supper. We believe that this is the Lord’s table and is he who invites you. So you who are strong in faith, 

come with gratitude. You who feel weak in faith, come to be strengthened. And you who feel you have no faith, come so that the 

God of steadfast love will touch your heart with hope and joy. The form of distribution is intinction: you will receive the 

consecrated bread and then you may dip the bread into the wine. Gluten free bread is available upon request. 
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HYMNS DURING COMMUNION With High Delight Let Us Unite ELW 368 
 

1 With high delight let us unite 

 in songs of sweet jubilation. 

 You pure in heart, all bear your part, 

 sing Jesus Christ, our salvation. 

 To set us free forever, he 

 is ris’n and sends to all earth’s ends 

 good news to save ev’ry nation. 
 

2 True God, he first from death has burst 

 forth into life, all subduing. 

 His enemy now vanquished see; 

 his death has been death’s undoing. 

 “And yours shall be like victory 

 o’er death and grave,” says he, who gave 

 his life for us, life renewing. 

3 Let praises ring; give thanks, and bring 

 to Christ our Lord adoration. 

 His honor speed by word and deed 

 to ev’ry land, ev’ry nation. 

 So shall his love give us above, 

 from misery and death set free, 

 all joy and full consolation.
    

Text: Georg Vetter, 1536-1599; tr. Martin H. Franzmann, 1907-1976, alt. 
Text © 1969 Concordia Publishing House 

 

  O Lord, How Shall I Meet You ELW 241 
 

1 O Lord, how shall I meet you, 

 how welcome you aright? 

 Your people long to greet you, 

 my hope, my heart's delight! 

 Oh, kindle, Lord most holy, 

 your lamp within my breast 

 to do in spirit lowly 

 all that may please you best. 
 

2 I lay in fetters, groaning; 

 you came to set me free. 

 I stood, my shame bemoaning; 

 you came to honor me. 

 A glorious crown you give me, 

 a treasure safe on high 

 that will not fail or leave me 

 as earthly riches fly. 
 

3 Love caused your incarnation; 

 love brought you down to me. 

 Your thirst for my salvation 

 procured my liberty. 

 Oh, love beyond all telling, 

 that led you to embrace 

 in love, all love excelling, 

 our lost and fallen race. 
 

4 Rejoice, then, you sad-hearted, 

 who sit in deepest gloom, 

 who mourn your joys departed 

 and tremble at your doom. 

 All hail the Lord's appearing! 

 O glorious Sun, now come, 

 send forth your beams so cheering 

 and guide us safely home.

Text: Paul Gerhardt, 1607-1676; tr. Composite 
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(rise in body or spirit) 

POST-COMMUNION BLESSING 
 

PRAYER AFTER COMMUNION 

 P Living One, 
 C in this feast you have made yourself known to us. Send us now to tell of your wonders, sing of 

your glory, and proclaim your risen life to a wounded and weary world. Amen. 
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SENDING 
 

BLESSING 

P Alleluia! Christ is risen! 

C Christ is risen indeed! Alleluia! 
 

P The triune God, who was, who is, and who is to come, Sovereign, + Savior, and Spirit, light your 

way with resurrection dawn, now and always. 

 

THREE-FOLD AMEN 

 

RECESSIONAL HYMN The Spirit Sends Us Forth to Serve ELW 551 
 

1 The Spirit sends us forth to serve; 

 we go in Jesus' name 

 to bring glad tidings to the poor, 

 God's favor to proclaim. 
 

2 We go to comfort those who mourn 

 and set the burdened free; 

 where hope is dim, to share a dream 

 and help the blind to see. 
 

3 We go to be the hands of Christ, 

 to scatter joy like seed 

 and, all our days, to cherish life, 

 to do the loving deed. 
 

4 Then let us go to serve in peace, 

 the gospel to proclaim. 

 God's Spirit has empowered us; 

 we go in Jesus' name.

Text: Delores Dufner, OSB, b. 1939 

Text © 1993 Delores Dufner, OSB. Published by OCP Publications, 5536 NE Hassalo, Portland 
OR 97213. All rights reserved. Used by permission. 

 
DISMISSAL 

P Go in peace. In Christ you are made new. Alleluia! Alleluia! 

C Thanks be to God. Alleluia! Alleluia! 
 

POSTLUDE  Mark Jones, organ 9:00 AM

  Bruce Nissen, organ 11:00 AM 

  

  

 +     +     + 
  

From Sundays and Seasons.com. ©2025 Augsburg Fortress. All rights reserved. Reprinted by permission under Augsburg Fortress Liturgies 

Annual License #SAS006828. Reprinted under OneLicense.net #A-705181.  New Revised Standard Version Bible, ©1989, Division of 

Christian Education of the National Council of the Churches of Christ in the United States of America. Used by permission. All rights 

reserved.  Evangelical Lutheran Worship ©2006 Augsburg Fortress. All Creations Sings ©2020 Augsburg Fortress, an imprint of 1517 

Media. Reprinted by permission under Augsburg Fortress Liturgies Annual License #26828.  
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KOUNTZE	STAFF	
  
Pr. Lucy Wynard Senior Pastor 
Pr. Ashley Hall Associate Pastor 
Kristin Boe Director of Faith Formation 
Debbie Bogue Ofϐice Manager 
Danielle Fleming Administrative Assistant 
Noni Cambridge Staff Treasurer 
Judi Boe Financial Secretary 
Jim Smejkal Bldg. Super./Dir. of Cong. 
 Activities 
Louis Flake Night Manager 
Kayla Slaight Janitorial Staff 
Barbara Carlsen Dir. of Music & Fine Arts 
Mark Jones Organist 
David Gerard Saturday Accompanist 
Shannon Picha Nursery Director 
Toby Rees Director of Kountze Commons 

April	26	&	27,	2025	

Kountze	Memorial	Lutheran	Church	is	a	vibrant,	historic	faith	
community	that	welcomes	all	and	provides	ministries	for	all	ages	
and	walks	of	life.	We	are	a	“City‐wide	Church	with	a	World‐wide	
Ministry”	and	have	been	worshiping,	growing,	and	serving	in	
downtown	Omaha	for	over	165	years.	If	you	are	new	to	Kountze	
Memorial,	we	invite	you	to	visit	the	Welcome	Desk	in	the	Fellowship	
Hall	for	more	information	about	who	we	are	and	what	we	do. 

2650	Farnam	Street	 Omaha,	NE	68131	
402‐341‐7761	 www.kmlchurch.org	

Holy	Communion	
All who are baptized and trust in Christ's presence in 
Holy Communion are invited to commune at the Lord's 
Table. Children not yet communing will receive a 
blessing. It is the understanding of the universal Church 
that those who wish to commune with bread only 
(especially for health reasons) have communed fully. Our 
form of distribution is Intinction. You will receive the 
wafer in your hand and then dip into the wine. 
	

Children	in	Worship	
We believe that all are welcome in worship and 
encourage families to worship together. Activity bags, 
children’s Bibles, and bulletins are available, as well as a 
room just off the west side of the main sanctuary, that 
includes a TV and a variety of toys, games, and books for 
young children. 
	

Nursery 
Our nursery is available from 8:45 AM—noon for 
children 0—2 years. Please ask an usher if you are unsure 
as to where our nursery is and would like to use it. 
	

Attendance	Cards	
All those attending worship are encouraged to ϐill out the 
card included in your bulletin and place in the offering 
plate. Offering plates are located by the doors in the Nave. 
	

E‐news	&	Social	Media	
If you would like to receive our weekly e-news and 
monthly e-newsletter, add your e-mail address to the 
attendance card in your bulletin. 
 

Large	Print	Bulletins	and	Listening	Devices	
Please speak to an usher if you would like a large print 
bulletin or an assisted listening device.	
	

Scan	to	Give	Online	
Thank you 

for 
supporting 

the 
ministries 

of Kountze Memorial 
Lutheran Church.	

Today	at	Kountze	Memorial	

Television	Broadcast	is sponsored to the glory of God 
by David Pafford in memory of Norma Pafford. 
	
Children’s	Choir	
9:15	AM		
K‐6th	Grades	
Following the 9 AM Children's Blessing, children are 
invited to join the Children's Choir with Barb Carlsen 
or join Kristin Boe for a Children’s Sermon. Children 
will return to their seats in time to receive 
communion. Thank you to our Children’s Choir this 
morning for sharing their musical talents with us. 
 
Children’s	Sermon	
9:15	AM	
Grades	K‐4	
No Children’s Sermon this Sunday, but next week, 
following the 9 AM Children's Blessing, children not 
wanting to participate in Choir, may join Kristin Boe 
for a children's sermon in the Upper rooms. The 
children will return to their seats in time to receive 
communion.  
 
Kountze	Café	
9:30—11:00	AM	
Join us each Sunday for breakfast. The suggested 
donation is $5 adults, $2.50 children 12 and younger 
for the hot breakfast and a free-will donation for the 
continental breakfast.  
 
Sunday	School	
10:10	‐	10:50	AM	
Ages	2	years‐6th	Grade	
The kids can enjoy the same breakfast upstairs while 
listening to the lessons of the day (the same breakfast 

Connect	with	Pr.	Lucy	
Schedule a time 
to meet with Pas-
tor Lucy by fol-
lowing the link or 
QR Code. https://
calendly.com/pastor-
lucy/45min 



April	27	Sunday	
Easter 2 
Afϐirmation of Baptism 
8:00 AM & 10:00 AM Adult Choir 

Rehearsal 
9:00 AM & 11:00 AM Worship 
9:00 AM Nursery (0-2 yrs) 
9:00 AM Afϐirmation of Baptism 
9:15 AM Children's Choir (K-6) 
9:30 AM Kountze Café - Breakfast 
10:10 AM Faith Formation Hour 
10:15 AM New Member Class 
April	28	Monday	
10:00 AM Pantry 
10:30 AM Endowment Board 

April	29	Tuesday	
9:00 AM Staff Meeting 
9:00 AM Good News 
April	30	Wednesday	
12:15 PM Worship 
6:00 PM Conϐirmation at St. 

Timothy’s 
May	1	Thursday	
2:00 PM Cards with Friends 
4:00 PM Healing Gift Free Clinic 
May	2	Friday	
5:00 PM Pantry 
May	3	Saturday	
Homebound Communion 
4:00 PM Creighton Honor Society 
5:00 PM Worship 

May	4	Sunday	
Easter 3 
Homebound Communion 
Graduation/Quilt Blessing Sunday 
8:00 AM & 10:00 AM Adult Choir 

Rehearsal 
9:00 AM & 11:00 AM Worship 
9:00 AM Nursery (0-2 yrs) 
9:15 AM Children's Choir (K-6) 
9:30 AM Kountze Cafe - Breakfast 
10:10 AM Faith Formation Hour 
10:15 AM New Member Class 
11:00 AM—2:00 PM Neighborhood 

Gathering 

This	Week	at	Kountze	Memorial	

Today	at	Kountze	Memorial,	continued	

that is being served in the Fellowship Hall). If you would 
like to support the Sunday School with donations of 
juice boxes or individual milk cartons, we would 
appreciate it and will be serving those with breakfast.  

Youth	Forum	
Youth	Center	
10:10	AM	
Grades	7—12	
You are invited to join us each week in the Youth Center 
during the Sunday Faith Formation hour.  
This	week:	Conϐirmation Reception in the Fellowship 
Hall. 

Adult	Forum	
Sundays,	10:10	AM	
Join us on Sunday mornings in the Fellowship Hall for a 
lite breakfast and then stay for Adult Forum. 
April	27:		 Conϐirmation Reception  
May	4:		 Graduate Celebration  

Afϐirmation	of	Baptism	(Conϐirmation)	
Sunday,	April	27	
9	AM	
Reception	10:10	AM	
We will celebrate with our 8th grade students conϐirming 
their faith during Worship. Please join us for a reception 
in the Fellowship Hall during the Faith Formation Hour. 

New	Member	Classes	
April	27	&	May	4	
10:15	AM	
Explore the potential of joining Kountze Memorial by 
attending our upcoming new member classes. Please 
plan to attend both sessions. We will  welcome new 
members on Sunday, May 18. Questions or planning to 
attend? Contact the church ofϐice (info@kmlchurch.org) 
or 402-341-7761. We look forward to connecting with 
you! 

High	School	Graduate	Quilt	Blessing	
Sunday,	May	4	
9AM	
A reception of Congratulations and Celebration will take 
place from 10:10 to 10:50 AM. Along with breakfast, cake 
will be served. High School Seniors, please submit 5	to	7	
photos	to	include	in	the	video	presentation	no	later	
than	April	27. The photos may be brought to church or 
emailed to info@kmlchurch.org. Please be sure to have 
your names on the photos.  

Honoring	All	Graduates		
Sunday,	May	4	
If you are a graduate in this past year, please let us know 
by Sunday	April	27.  We need to know your name, who 
your parents are, where you are graduating from, major 
if applicable, and what will be next for you. On May 4 we 
will uplift the names of all who have celebrated a 
graduation this past year. Call the church ofϐice at 402-
341-7761 or email info@kmlchurch.org, so we can
celebrate with you.



For	Your	Calendar/News	&	Notes	
Together/Omaha	Tornado	50th	Anniversary 
Interfaith	Worship	Service 
Tuesday,	May	6 
7:00	‐	8:30	PM 
First	United	Methodist	Church 
7020	Cass	St,	Omaha 
This event remembers the devastating tornadoes that 
struck Omaha that day, and the subsequent 
establishment of Together, an organization that seeks to 
end hunger and homelessness in our community. The 
non-proϐit formed in the wake of this devastating event 
after seven Omaha faith communities came together—
including Kountze Memorial— to help the people affected 
by the disaster. Please register for this free event by using 
the QR code or the link below so they know how many to 
prepare for. 

https://tinyurl.com/jhϐkt9e7 

KMLC	Camp	Week	
Camp	Carol	Joy	Holling	
June	15‐20	
Join your Kountze friends at Camp Carol Joy 
Holling. Spend the week making new friends, 
spending time in nature, and growing in faith through 
song, lessons, and testimonies. If you didn't register by 
the Early Bird registration date, you will need to pay the 
additional cost and Kountze Memorial will cover the rest 
of the registration for any Kountze Memorial child/youth. 
Kountze Camp Week is June 15—20, but you can attend 
camp whenever it is convenient for you. Please call the 
church ofϐice and we’ll give you details on how to register 
so we can pay the registration fee minus the early bird 
discount. To check on available dates use the QR code or 
the link below. 

http://NLOM.org/caroljoyholling/register 

Lutheran	Collaborative	VBS	(All	free!)		
Held	at	Luther	Memorial	Church	
1031	Sunset	Trail	(61st	St.	&	Western	Ave.)	
July	20‐23	
Preschool	(potty	trained)	to	Grade	5	
5:15	PM:	Family	Meal	
6‐8	PM:	Programming	
This year, we are going on a “Road Trip with 
God”. Our studies will be based off of the Bible verse 
Joshua 1:9 – “The Lord your God is with you wherever 
you go.” Join us as we discover God’s presence 
everywhere as we explore new places, make new friends, 
and experience God’s goodness together. Register or 
volunteer by using the QR code or link below. If you have 
questions/concerns, please contact Kristin Boe 
(kristin@kmlchurch.org) or Pastor Becky (402-740-1985 
or pastorbecky@lord-of-love.org). 

https://luthermemorial.mycokesburyvbs.com/  

Attendance	&	Giving	
Thursday,	April	17—Wednesday,	April	23	

Saturday: 42 
Sunday: 7:30:	25  9:00: 340   11:00: 178 
Wednesday:	12:15:	12 6:30: 0 
Total: 597 
Streaming: 67	
Pantry	Guests	Served: 570 (inc. 153 children) 
Medical	Clinic	Guests	Served: Maundy Thursday—no Clinic 
Offering:	

$33,131.20 (Regular) $9,630.96 (Specials) 
$468.33 (Debt Reduction) 

Together

Kountze	Food	Pantry		
Our Love Thy Neighbor Food Pantry is in need 
of your gifts and service.  The	current	needs	
this	week	for	the	pantry	are	macaroni	&	
cheese	and	toothpaste.		You may leave your Pantry 

donation in the box marked “Food Pantry,” located in the 
Fellowship Hall. Tax deductible slips are available on the 
inside pocket of the box. Also, if you get cards, calendars, 
pens, etc. in the mail that are taking up room in your 
“junk drawer,” you might consider donating those items 
to the pantry as well. Please join us as a volunteer in the 
pantry in the Kountze Commons Community Outreach 
Center.  You are welcome to volunteer as it ϐits your 
schedule.  We have options for volunteers of all abilities.  
We are using a new sign up format, so please use the link 
or QR code to sign up (even if you are a regular volunteer 
or signed up on the old form) and join our mission. 

https://tinyurl.com/uausdddp 

SUNDAY, MAY 4, 2025
11:00 AM– 2:00 PM 

West parking lot in front of Kountze Commons 
All children, youth, friends, neighbors, and families are 

invited to the  
Annual Neighborhood Gathering!  

Rain or shine. 

CJH 

VBS
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Jesus’	victory	over	sin	and	death.	

DAILY	BIBLE	READINGS	

These passages are related to the Lectionary texts for this Sunday. 
Sunday  John 20:19-31 Seeing Christ’s wounds  
Monday  Acts 5:27-32  The conviction of the Apostles  
Tuesday  Revelation 1:4-8  Christ sends a message to John  
Wednesday  Luke 24:36-49  Jesus appears to his disciples  
Thursday  2 Peter 1:3-15  The Christian’s call  
Friday  John 1:14-18  The Word of life  
Saturday  Psalm 150  Praise the Lord  
Sunday  John 21:1-19  Jesus appears to the disciples  

SCRIPTURE	VERSE	FOR	THIS	WEEK	 
John	to	the	seven	churches	that	are	in	Asia:	Grace	to	you	and	peace	from	him	who	is	and	who	was	and	who	is	to	come,	and	from	the	
seven	spirits	who	are	before	his	throne.	Revelation	1:4	(NRSV)	 

PRAYERS	AND	BLESSING	 
A	Prayer	for	the	Week:	 
Risen Christ, give us faith and courage to live each day trusting in the power of your grace and peace for the sake of the world that 
needs hope in you. Amen.  
Mealtime	Prayer:	 
Risen Lord Jesus, we praise you for your mighty deeds, and for this food that ϐills our needs. Amen.  
A	Blessing	to	Give:	 
May Jesus’ resurrection give you grace and peace.  

CARING	CONVERSATIONS	 
Discuss in your home, small group, or use for personal reϐlections:  
What are some of the things that get in the way of enjoying daily life?
When is a time you felt or sought God’s presence following a disappointing experience?

DEVOTIONS	 
Read:	Revelation 1:4-8.  
The book of Revelation is easily misunderstood. It is not meant to be scary book, but a comforting book ϐilled with hope in God 
who overcomes death and the misuse of power. Jesus’ resurrection challenges everything we understand and experience in this 
life. Human efforts, even those well intentioned, eventually lead to unfairness, inequality, and, ϐinally, death. Human life is limited 
by sin and death. The basic message of Jesus, the Alpha and the Omega, and the be-all and end-all of reality is that God takes on 
sin, death, and evil. God gives us a promise to live with us all our days. In Jesus, God wins, and in Jesus, we, too, win a victory over 
sin and death. That promise gives us power and courage to live on with hope and a desire to experience lives of love with others. 
We are not overcome by grief and disappointment because we overcome grief and disappointment through grace and peace in 
Christ.  
Discuss:	What disappointment in life have you experienced that needs the power of the living God in Christ?  
Pray:	Almighty	and	living	God,	you	who	are	the	beginning	and	end	of	all	of	life,	we	thank	you	for	Jesus	Christ,	the	faithful	
witness,	who	gives	us	new	life	now	and	forevermore.	Amen.	 

SERVICE	 
Jesus calls us to serve our neighbor in love. Based on the Daily Bible Readings and theme for this week, how can you help someone 
who is dealing with grief or disappointments?  

RITUALS	AND	TRADITIONS	 
After the resurrection, Jesus appeared to the disciples. Thomas was not there. The disciples told Thomas later that they had seen 
Jesus. He questioned that Jesus really appeared to them and needed proof for himself. A week later Jesus invited Thomas to touch 
his wounds. Trace your hand on a piece of paper and draw a nail mark in the hand. Our role as disciples is to help others see Jesus. 
Pause for a moment to touch the nail mark you drew.  
Say:	Alleluia!	Christ	is	risen.	Christ	is	risen	indeed.	Alleluia! 

NEXT	WEEK’S	READINGS:  Acts 9:1-6 [7-20]; Psalm 30 
Revelation 5:11-14; John 21:1-19 


