
Can we talk about stewardship? 
Wait – I promise it’s probably 
not what you think! Most of 
us have been well trained that 
“Stewardship” is just church-
speak for “Fundraising” – but I do 
not intend to talk about money 
or funding church programs at 
all in this newsletter. Because 

while I think being able to talk honestly about money is 
important, I don’t think that’s the really the primary or 
most important meaning of Stewardship. Instead I want to 
invite you to brainstorm ways you, your family, and we, as 
a Kountze Memorial congregation, can spend the summer 
becoming more natural, joyful followers of Jesus known 
ϐirst and foremost for our love and welcome – and to say a 
huge THANK YOU for all the ways we’re already doing that!  

So what DO we mean by “Stewardship” if we don’t 
mean “Fundraising”? Well, we mean being a community 
of people who are building our “eulogy virtues” together. 
David Brooks, the New York Times columnist, wrote a 
column about a decade ago about the differences between 
“resumé virtues” and “eulogy virtues”. (It’s a great article 
– if you want a link to read it, just let me know!) “Resumé 
virtues” are the things the world trains us for from our 
school days onward: to be good students, good athletes, 
earn awards and accolades that will advance our careers 
and bank accounts. But the latter, “eulogy virtues”, are the 
things people talk about after we’re gone – and, they are 
the things almost every human heart longs for: to be kind, 
brave, generous, faithful, and buoyed by a life of love.

When we say we want to grow our “Stewardship” as a 
congregation, what we mean is we want to continue to be 
more and more a group of people that others look at and 
think, “Wow, those folks are so loving! I bet they could help 
me be more like that too…” We want to have FUN doing all 
the good and generous things we can imagine – and always 
be thinking of new ones. We want to have a reputation for 
catching people doing great things – especially the little 
behind-the-scenes great things – and saying “thank you!” 

We want to keep telling the stories of the overϐlowing 
abundant things we are seeing God do: at Food Pantry and 
the Healing Gift Free Clinic; as we hand out quilts & ship 
them off around the world; in our amazing Sunday School 
kids & youth, as they do service projects and participate 
in congregational life; in our mouth-watering meals, from 
Sunday breakfasts to Advent & Lenten meals; through our 
Endowment grants to ministries in our own congregation, 
and throughout our community, around the Synod, and 
around the world…. the list goes on, and on, and on! 

Sure, money is a part of that – but it’s really not 
the biggest or most important part. YOU, and all of us 
collectively, are the biggest and most important part. And 
the wonderful paradoxical Christian truth is the more 
we give away, even our very selves, the more we ϐind the 
true self God created us to be. You know the joy of those 
moments when you know you’ve been kind, generous, 
brave, loving – because that is when we’re being closest to 
who God created us to be. You know the joy of watching 
our young people learn how good it feels to be generous 
and how empowered they are to know their gifts make a 
difference. You know the humble joy of watching people 
experience our generosity and welcome, especially if 
they’re not expecting that from a church. We can do more 
and more of that together! 

So I’m simply here to invite you to use the different 
rhythm that summer brings to deliberately expand your 
stewardship. “Catch” someone doing something behind-
the-scenes or perhaps for the ϐirst time in worship 
and say a sincere thank you. Maybe stretch yourself to 
try something you haven’t done before – whether it’s 
reading during a worship service, or volunteering in the 
Food Pantry, or helping at VBS, or signing up to deliver 
communion to one of our homebound members… or ask 
one of the pastors, staff, or Council members for ideas 
of where your gifts might be a good ϐit. Experiment with 
something new & see how it feels! This invitation is not 
because we’re in desperate need – though we do need 
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Worship Times
Holy Communion is offered weekly at all three weekend liturgies which use 

resources from Evangelical Lutheran Worship:
Saturdays at 5:00 PM; Sundays at 9:00 and 11:00 AM
The 9:00 AM liturgy is broadcast on Cox Cable Channel 13 and is also live-

streamed and archived on our website (www.kmlchurch.org). The Sunday 
bulletin is available on our website.

Nursery care is provided on Sunday mornings from 8:45 AM until 12:00 PM 
as well as other Occasional Special Church Services.

A brief, spoken Eucharist is offered on Wednesdays from 12:15 - 12:45 PM 
in the Rotunda. During Advent and Lent these services are in the Sanctuary.
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 In this issue...

• Afϐirmation of Baptism
• Cards with Friends
• CJH Quilt Auction
• Congratulations Graduates
• Easter Photos
• First Communion
• KMLC Book Group
• Men’s Lunch
• Neighborhood Gathering
• New Member Class
• Physicians Mutual Cereal Drive
• Summer Service Days
• Thank You
• Together/Omaha Tornado 50th 

Anniversary
• Youth Summer Kick-Off Event

Altar Flowers, Eternal Candle, TV Broadcast
You can help us beautify the altar at Kountze or sponsor 

a television broadcast if you wish. This is a simple and 
meaningful way to honor a loved one who has passed 
away, celebrate a special anniversary or milestone, or can 
be given in thanksgiving for friends or family. Their names 
will appear in the church bulletin on the weekend you 
select.

Altar Flowers are provided by Janousek Florist and the 
cost is $20 a bouquet. The Eternal Candle is $7.50. The 
television broadcast is $220 per week. 

You can sign up for a date to provide ϐlowers, eternal 
candle, and/or our television broadcast by signing up in 
the Narthex, calling the church ofϐice, going online to our 
giving page, or placing a check in the mail or offering plate 
marked "ϐlowers, candle, or TV ministry. Please let us know 
if it is in honor/memory/celebration of someone. Thanks.

Children in Worship
We believe that all are welcome in worship and 

encourage families to worship together. Activity bags, 
children’s bibles, 
and bulletins are 
available. We also 
have a room, just 
off the west side of 
the main sanctuary, 
that includes a TV 
and a variety of toys, 
games, and books 
for young children.

Worship with us on TV 
or via Internet Livestream

Our 9:00 AM worship 
service is broadcast 
live on television 
every Sunday on Cox 
Channel 13. You can 
also livestream the 
service right from your 
computer on our church 

website. Go to www.kmlchurch.org and click on the 
Livestreaming link on the Worship Tab. We encourage 
you to worship with us via television or Internet as you 
are able.
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10:10 - 10:50 AM 
Join us Sunday Mornings in the 

Fellowship Hall.

 May 4:  Fellowship (Graduate Celebration) 
 May 11: Fellowship (Mother’s Day) 

May 18: Reception of New Members 
 May 25:  Fellowship (Memorial Day Weekend) 
 June 1: Fellowship (Synod Assembly) 

THANK YOU – THANK YOU – THANK YOU

A heartfelt thank you to everyone who helped with
preparing, serving, and cleaning up our Lenten meals. 
Special appreciation goes to Marlys Duin and Jim Smejkal 
for their outstanding leadership and coordination!

Ushers, Lectors, Communion Assistants & Altar Guild:
We are deeply grateful to our faithful Ushers, Lectors, 
Communion Assistants, Altar Guild, and OSJ members. 
Your year-round service is a true blessing—especially 
during Holy Week and Easter. Thank you for your 
commitment and care.

We appreciate you all!

Especially on Mother’s Day, we give thanks to God for 
all mothers and those who show a mother’s love. May you 
feel God's blessings on Mother's Day and always for the 
countless ways you nurture and inspire.

New Member Classes Continue
April May 4
10:15 AM

We will  welcome new members 
on Sunday, May 18. Our next New 
Member classes will be on September 
14 & 21. 

Questions? Contact the church 
ofϐice (402-341-7761 or info@
kmlchurch.org).We look forward to 
connecting with you!

everyone’s gifts – but because I know that many of us feel 
the sadness, the overwhelm of not knowing how to help 
in a difϐicult, sad world. Stewardship activities – regular 
actions that focus on doing what we can to love and serve 
others as God has loved us – not only spread God’s grace 
in the world, they help us feel joyful and empowered. We 
can be God’s hands & feet, and it does make a difference! 
Want to brainstorm? Let me know! 

God’s gifts are abundantly overϐlowing here at Kountze 
– and I believe God’s only getting started!

                                                 continued from page 3

Together/Omaha Tornado 50th Anniversary
Interfaith Worship Service
Tuesday, May 6
7:00 - 8:30 PM
First United Methodist Church
7020 Cass St, Omaha

This event remembers 
the devastating tornadoes 
that struck Omaha that 
day, and the subsequent 
establishment of Together, 
an organization that 
seeks to end hunger 
and homelessness in 
our community. The 
non-proϐit formed in the 
wake of this devastating 
event after seven Omaha 

faith communities came together—including Kountze 
Memorial— to help the people affected by the disaster. 
Please register for this free event by using the QR code or 
the link below so they know how many to prepare for.

https://tinyurl.com/jhϐkt9e7
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Kountze Food Pantry 
Our Love Thy Neighbor Food Pantry 

is need of your gifts and service.  The 
current needs this month for the 
pantry are macaroni & cheese and 
toothpaste. Pasta and pasta sauce are 
always appreciated. You may leave your 

donation in the box marked 
“Food Pantry”, located in the 

Fellowship Hall. Tax deductible slips are available on the 
inside pocket of the box.

Please join us as a volunteer in the pantry in the 
Kountze Commons Community Outreach Center.  You 
are welcome to volunteer as it ϐits your 
schedule.  We have options for volunteers 
of all abilities.  We are using a new sign 
up format, so please use the link or QR 
code to sign up (even if you are a regular 
volunteer or signed up on the old form) 
and join our mission.

https://tinyurl.com/uausdddp

Food Pantry Report
2/1/2025 - 3/31/2025

Income:
Grants $ -0-
Donations $ 17,151.45
Memorials $ 25.00

 $    17,176.45

Expenses:
Grant Expense $ -0- 

Regular Expenses 
Aldi $ -0-

  Costco $ -0-
  Hidden Valley Ind. $ -0-
  Hy-Vee $ -0-
  Dollar Tree $ -0-
  Family Fare $ 717.25 
  Food Bank $ -0-

Walmart $  -0-
Sam's Club $ -0-
Other $ 93.86 

 $ 811.11 

Balance $ 16,365.34

Physicians Mutual Cereal Drive
On Good Friday our neighbors at Physicians Mutual 

Insurance surprised us with the news they had held a 
"cereal" drive for our pantry guests. They brought over 
150 boxes of cereal to share with our pantry guests!  The 
ability to provide new and exciting items at pantry was 
fantastic and the smiles of our guests was remarkable.  
Thank you to our neighbors at Physicians Mutual 
Insurance for their generosity!

Our food pantry is always in need.  Please consider 
donating if you are able.  Everything helps!
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N

                  March 18, 2025

Pastor Wynard called the meeting to order at 6:04 PM.
A copy of the article “Commemorating the 1,700th 

Anniversary of the Council of the Nicaea” by Pastor Hall, 
published in Living Lutheran on March 14, 2025, was 
distributed.

The agenda was approved as amended adding a request 
to purchase a laptop computer for the fellowship hall and 
the pantry as a discussion item.

It was moved and seconded to accept the minutes of 
the Kountze Memorial Lutheran Church Congregational 
Council Meeting held on February 18, 2025, as presented. 
Motion carried.

The ϐinancial report was distributed to the Council 
members via email for review. The donations for February 
2025 were $94,000, which is less than those received in 
January 2025. It was moved and seconded to accept the 
ϐinancial report as presented. Motion carried. 

A visual design is being developed as a means of keeping 
the congregation apprised of the church’s ϐinancials. Any 
suggestions are welcome.
OLD BUSINESS

There was extensive discussion related to the meeting 
with the candidate. It is agreed that the candidate would 
be a good ϐit for Kountze, and there was nothing that 
raised any red ϐlags or anything that would cause one to 
question the candidate's ϐit at Kountze. The pastors and the 
council did not see any issues. Items discussed included the 
candidates' qualiϐications, responsibilities, compensation, 
moving expenses, beneϐits, etc. The compensation for the 
candidate may need to be above what has been budgeted 
for this position. 

There was also a discussion related to the duties of the 
candidate. The candidate is very interested in working 
with youth; however, the candidate would not be the youth 
director. Pastor Wynard stressed that a part-time youth 
director would still be needed to continue the growth of 
the youth program. The candidate is an individual who 
could hit the ground running and would also be a team 
player. 

Jerry Fischer moved that Pastor Wynard contact 

the candidate, asking the candidate to consider being 
our candidate as a Deacon at Kountze Memorial 
Lutheran Church. The motion was seconded and carried 
unanimously.

The council empowered Pastor Wynard and Tina 
Broekemeier to negotiate a salary with the candidate. 
Pastor Wynard will email Council members requesting 
approval of the hiring package negotiated with the 
candidate.
NEW BUSINESS

Toby Rees has been hired as the Executive Director of 
Kountze Commons Community Outreach Center (KCCOC) 
and started on March 21, 2025. In this position, she will 
meet with all entities in Kountze Commons and with the 
director of the Love Thy Neighbor Food Pantry when hired.

It ws moved and seconded that a new laptop be 
purchased for the Fellowship Hall. This laptop will be used 
in the Fellowship Hall only. Motion carried.

Staff Reports were accepted as presented.
Membership Committee

The New Member Classes will be held on April 27 and 
May 4, 2025. New members will be received on May 18, 
2025.

The Neighborhood Gathering will be earlier this year 
than it has been previously. It will be the ϐirst weekend in 
May.
Community Engagement

Steve Hinrichs reported on the recent Love Thy 
Neighbor Food Pantry committee meeting. The process 
and compensation for the Love Thy Neighbor Food 
Pantry director were discussed. The pantry is under the 
auspices of the church, and the Council is responsible for 
its operation. A job description for the Pantry Director 
was drafted recently and will be reviewed by the Pantry 
Committee and submitted to the Council for approval. 
The Pantry Director reports to the Senior Pastor. The 
bulk of the food that is received by the Pantry comes from 
the Foodbank of the Heartland. Jim Smejkal is currently 
placing the orders to the Food Bank of the Heartland until a 
director is hired. 
Worship/Music

The next meeting will be held on May 8, 2025. 
The meeting adjourned with the Lord’s Prayer at 7:52 

PM.
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Easter Sunday Procession

37th Annual Quilt Auction
Saturday, July 26, 2025
9:00 AM - 5:00 PM
Carol Joy Holling Camp

It's time to think about 
the quilt you'll donate to Carol Joy Holling Camp. The day 
promises good food, great fun, and lots of beautiful quilts. 
It is held rain or shine. Friends and families are welcome. 
Our kitchen will be serving pulled pork sandwiches and 
a selection of favorite salads from 11:30 AM until 1:30 
PM. Vegetarian and gluten-free options are available upon 
request. Concessions will be offered before and after 
lunch.

Quilt donations can be delivered to Carol Joy Holling 
Camp between June 1 and July 21. Quilts cannot be 
accepted after July 21. (Please submit in a plastic bag with 
donation form that can found on www.cjhcenter.org/quilt-
auction

Silent Auction on Qtego:  The silent auction will be 
online and will open Friday, July 28 at 9 AM.

Bring your friends and family! Admission is FREE!

June/July Good News
Thursday, May 29
9:00 AM

We’re looking for a few 
helping hands to put together this month’s Good News 
newsletter. It’s a great way to spend time with fellow 
church members, share a few laughs, and enjoy a delicious 
lunch (menu still in the works—but trust us, it’ll be 
good!).

If you’re able to help, please call the church ofϐice to 
let us know.That way, if the date changes, we can let you 
know that as well.

Thank you for being part of what keeps our church 
community connected!

Easter Sunday Breakfast
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KMLC Book Group
There will be no Book Group meeting in May. to allow 

mothers to celebrate Mother's Day with their families.  Join us 
again on June 8 at 12:14 PM with a whole new reading list for 
2025-2026. Everyone is welcome.

If You are Hospitalized...

If you or someone you know is ill or 
hospitalized, please be sure to let the 

church ofϐice know
at 402-341-7761 or e-mail info@

kmlchurch. org. 

Cards with Friends
Thursday, May 1
2:00 PM                               

Join us in the Fellowship Hall on the ϐirst Thursday of each 
month for a fun and relaxed time playing cards and enjoying 
great company. Feel free to bring a snack to share, but most importantly, just 
bring yourself! Everyone is welcome—come be part of the fun!

Help Deliver Altar Flowers 
to the Sick & Homebound

After the 11:00 AM service 
on Sundays, donated altar 
ϐlower bouquets can be taken to 
hospitalized members, nursing 
homes, or care centers. This is a 
great way to brighten someone’s day 
and to grow friendships! 

If you are at the 11:00 AM service 
and know of someone who would 
like to be remembered in this way, 
please take one of the bouquets 
to them. If you attended another 
service but would like to deliver 
ϐlowers, please call the church ofϐice 
on Monday to see if they are still 
available.

Your help is appreciated!

Pastoral Acts 
March 16, 2025 - April 15, 2025

Funerals
Jerry Carlson, March 18
Jan Bowder; March 27 
Vinn Stephens, March 29
Bobbie Powell, April 10

Men’s Lunch
Thursday, May 15
11:30 AM
Suggested Donation: $10

Did you know the third Friday in May is 
National Pizza Party Day? We’re getting a head 
start! Join us on Thursday, May 15 as Jim Smejkal hosts a special Men’s Lunch 
featuring plenty of piping hot pizza and a fun documentary all about—what 
else?—pizza! Come hungry and ready to learn a few things you never knew you 
wanted to know about your favorite pie.

Please RSVP by Tuesday, May 13—we don’t want to run out of slices! Call the 
church ofϐice or email Jim at jim@kmlchurch.org to let us know you’re coming.

Annual Neighborhood Gathering
Sunday, May 4
11 AM - 2 PM

Kountze is hosting our Annual Neighborhood 
Gathering this month. We will hold the event in 
the North part of the West Parking lot.  All are 
invited - friends, neighbor’s, anyone that wants 
to have a good time, are welcome to stop by and 
have a hot dog, potato chips, popcorn, and ice 
cream.

This year the band is “Ron and the 
Renegades.” They will not be playing for the 
worship services so the gathering will start at 
11 AM.

We can always use volunteers so please use the insert in the weekly bulletin 
to sign up or contact the church ofϐice at info@kmlchurch.org or 402-341-
7761.
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Sunday School
10:10 - 10:50 AM
Ages 2 Years-6th Grade

The Sunday School is in need to 
your old magazines. Help us with our 
next project by dropping your old 
magazines near the Sunday school ofϐice.

Reminder! The Sunday School students are now 
receiving breakfast upstairs before beginning their 
lessons. Thank you to the kitchen volunteers and the 
Jensen family for providing the meal and service to the 
Sunday School kids.

9:15 AM
Grades K-4

Following the 9 AM Children's 
Blessing, children not wanting to 
participate in Choir, may join Kristin 
Boe for a children's sermon in the 
Upper rooms. The children will 
return to their seats in time to receive 
communion. 

Children's Choir
Sundays, 9:15 AM 
(following 9:00 AM Children's 
Blessing)
2nd Floor Sunday School Music Room
Grades K-6

Following the 9 AM Children's 
Blessing, children are invited to join the Children's Choir 
with Barb Carlsen or join Kristin Boe for a Children’s 
Sermon. Children will return to their seats in time to 
receive communion. 

Youth Forum
Sundays, 10:15 AM
Youth Center
Grades 7-12

Youth are invited to join us each 
week in the Youth Center during the 
Sunday Faith Formation Hour (10:15 
AM). 

High School Graduate Quilt Blessing 
Sunday, May 4
9 AM

A reception of Congratulations and Celebration will 
take place on April 28 from 10:10 - 10:50 AM. Cake will be 
served. High School Seniors, please submit 5 to 7 photos 
to include in the video presentation that will be shown 
during this time to info@kmlchurch.org.

Honoring all Graduates
Sunday, May 4

9 AM
Reception: 10:10 - 10:50 AM

If you have graduated in the past year or will graduate 
this spring, please let us know. On May 4 we will uplift the 
names of all who are celebrating a graduation during the 
year. Call the church ofϐice by April 15 at 402-341-7761 or 
email info@kmlchurch.org, so we can celebrate with you.

A Quilt Blessing for high school graduates will take 
place on that date. There will also be a reception of 
Congratulations and Celebration in the Fellowship Hall 
from 10:10 - 10:50 AM. Cake will be served. 

Cards of Congratulations can be brought by the 
congregation on this day. If you forget, we have some that 
you can write on at the Welcome Desk. 

A listing of all graduates will be in the May Good News 
and the Sunday bulletin on May 4. 

KMLC Camp Week
Camp Carol Joy Holling
June 15-20

Join your Kountze friends 
at Camp Carol Joy Holling. Spend the week making new 
friends, spending time in nature, and growing in faith 
through song, lessons, and testimonies. 

If you didn't register by the Early Bird registration 
date, you will need to pay the additional cost and Kountze 
Memorial will cover the rest of the registration for any 
Kountze Memorial child/youth. Kountze Camp Week 
is June 15—20, but you can attend camp whenever it 
is convenient for you. Check out the schedule for the 
different camp opportunities for grades K–12 as well as 
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day camps and leadership training for high school-age 
youth and Special Needs camps. In order for the church to 
pay the fee, choose:
• to mail your payment,
• select “Pay items in Full”
• then “Pay by Check/Money Order”
• email a copy of the receipt to info@kmlchurch.org and 

we will submit the Early Bird payment on behalf of your 
youth. 
If you have any questions, please reach out to the 

church ofϐice. To register, use the link below and follow the 
directions above:

http://NLOM.org/caroljoyholling/register

Save the Date! 
Youth Summer 
Kick-Off Event
Grade 7 and Up
Sunday, June 8
5-8 PM
Link/Courtyard

Come and join us for a 
time of fellowship & fun 
to kick-off the summer. 
We'll have hotdogs & 
s'mores around the ϐirepit, 
games, and a chance to 
hang out and get to know 
other Kountze Memorial 
young people. Friends are 
welcome! Open to youth 
going into 7th grade and up, 

including recent high school graduates. Look for a sign-up 
sheet on the Welcome Desk soon. Contact Pastor Lucy at 
lucy@klmchurch.org with any questions.

Summer Service Days
2025/26 7th, 8th & 9th Graders
Fridays, June 20 - August 8 
(closed on July 4)
8 AM - 4 PM

This summer, students 
going into grades 7, 8, and 9, 
are invited to participate in 
service projects within our church and community. The 
day will begin between 8 and 9 AM with a light breakfast, 
lunch will be served, and the day will end at 4 PM. Projects 
include making art for the pantry and freshening up the 
youth room, working in the community garden, reading or 
playing board games with the elderly, and more. 

We know families with children this age are often 
very busy in the summer. Participation is encouraged on 
whatever days and times ϐit your schedule. There will be 

a sign up coming soon. Contact Kristin Boe at kristin@
kmlchurch.org with any questions.

Vacation Bible School
Held at Luther Memorial Church 
1031 Sunset Trail 
July 20-23
Ages 2 Years to Grade 5
5:15 PM: Family Dinner
6-8 PM: Class

This year, we are going on 
a “Road Trip with God”. Our 
studies will be based off the 
Bible verse Joshua 1:9 – “The 
Lord your God is with you 
wherever you go.” Join us as we discover God’s presence 
everywhere as we explore new places, make new friends, 
and experience God’s goodness together. 

Registration for all our Travelers (students) and 
Navigators (volunteers) will be open soon. Can’t wait to hit 
the road with you all!

First Communion
The children making their First Communion on 

Maundy Thursday were:
Oscar Stuart Sedlak
Milo Joseph Sedlak

Nicolas Alejandro Valquier

Affirmation of Baptism
Those youth that were conϐirmed on April 27 are:

Carson Adele Burton
Daughter of Beth Burton and Don Burton

Baptized on March 20, 2011 at 
Kountze Memorial Lutheran Church
Sponsors: Dirk Hood and Kerri Kraft

Amanda Kathryn Groenjes
Daughter of Lorie (Wesley) Nielson and John Groenjes

Granddaughter of Eva and Doug Reed
Baptized on October 2, 2010 at 

Kountze Memorial Lutheran Church
Sponsors: Christopher Kowal and Mary Groenjes

Brynn Sandra Marie Means
Daughter of Kimberly Fonda and Matthew Means

Granddaughter of Sandy and Bob Fonda
Baptized on April 20, 2011 at 

Kountze Memorial Lutheran Church
Sponsors: Gage Rohwer and Caitlin Means
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May 1 Thursday
2:00 PM Cards with Friends
4:00 PM Healing Gift Free Clinic

May 2 Friday
5:00 PM Pantry

May 3 Saturday
Homebound Communion
4:00 PM Creighton Honor Society
5:00 PM Worship

May 4 Sunday
Easter 3
Homebound Communion
Graduation/Quilt Blessing Sunday
8:00 AM & 10:00 AM Adult Choir 

Rehearsal
9:00 AM & 11:00 AM Worship
9:00 AM Nursery (0-2 yrs)
9:15 AM Children's Choir (K-6)
9:30 AM Kountze Cafe - Breakfast
10:10 AM Faith Formation Hour
10:15 AM New Member Class
11:00 AM—2:00 PM Neighborhood 

Gathering
May 5 Monday

10:00 AM Pantry
May 6 Tuesday

9:00 AM Staff 
Meeting

7:00 PM Together/
Omaha Tornado 50 yr Service

May 7 Wednesday
12:15 PM Worship
7:00 PM Adult Choir Rehearsal

May 8 Thursday
9:30 AM WELCA Board
11:30 AM Property Committee
4:00 PM Healing Gift Free Clinic
6:00 PM Worship & Music

May 9 Friday
Wedding Rehearsal
5:00 PM Pantry

May 10 Saturday
Salerno & Hammer Wedding
5:00 PM Worship

May 11 Sunday
Easter 4
Mother's Day
8:00 AM & 10:00 AM Adult Choir 

Rehearsal
9:00 AM & 11:00 AM Worship
9:00 AM Nursery (0-2 yrs)
9:15 AM Children's Choir (K-6)
9:30 AM Kountze Cafe - Breakfast
10:10 AM Faith Formation Hour

May 12 Monday
10:00 AM Pantry
7:30 PM Youth Committee

May 13 Tuesday
Election Day
9:00 AM Staff Meeting
10:00 AM Lutheran Women of 

Omaha
May 14 Wednesday

9:00 AM Sewing Group
12:15 PM Worship
1:00 PM Devotions @ deFreese 

Manor
4:00 PM Executive Committee

May 15 Thursday
Council Reports Due
Good News Deadline
11:30 AM Men's Lunch
4:00 PM Healing Gift Free Clinic
6:00 PM Circle 5

May 16 Friday
Wedding Rehearsal
5:00 PM Pantry

May 17 Saturday
Perez & Manganaro Wedding
5:00 PM Worship

May 18 Sunday
Easter 5
Receive New Members
8:00 AM & 10:00 AM Adult Choir 

Rehearsal
9:00 AM & 11:00 AM Worship
9:00 AM Nursery (0-2 yrs)
9:15 AM Children's Choir (K-6)
9:30 AM Kountze Cafe - Breakfast
10:10 AM Faith Formation Hour

May 19 Monday
10:00 AM Pantry
6:00 PM HGFC Clinic Board
Classroom

May 20 Tuesday
9:00 AM Staff Meeting
1:00 PM Prayer Shawl Group
6:00 PM Congregation Council

May 21 Wednesday
12:15 PM Worship

May 22 Thursday
1:00 PM Circle 4
4:00 PM Healing Gift Free Clinic

May 23 Friday
5:00 PM Pantry

May 24 Saturday
5:00 PM Worship

May 25 Sunday
Easter 6
8:00 AM & 10:00 AM Adult Choir 

Rehearsal
9:00 AM & 11:00 AM Worship
9:00 AM Nursery (0-2 yrs)
9:15 AM Children's Choir (K-6)
9:30 AM Kountze Cafe - Breakfast
10:10 AM Adult Forum

May 26 Monday
Memorial Day (Observed)
OFFICE CLOSED

May 27 Tuesday
9:00 AM Staff Meeting
12:30 PM Circle 3
7:30 PM Youth Committee

May 28 Wednesday
9:00 AM Good News
12:15 PM Worship

May 29 Thursday
Ascension of Our Lord
4:00 PM Healing Gift Free Clinic

May 30 Friday
May 30 - Jun 1 Synod Assembly
5:00 PM Pantry

May 31 Saturday
5:00 PM Worship

Schedule a time to meet 
with Pastor Lucy by following                    
the link or QR Code to 
the right... 

https://calendly.com/
pastor-lucy/45min
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1. Edward Bass, Harold Gilliam, Carole 
Meilahn, Susan Peterson, Mark Phillips, 
Richard Ray

2. Morgan Crouse, Anita Morse, Shannon 
Picha, Jeffery Senn, David Tollefson

3. Ethan Eggen, Linda Johnson, Karrie Lyles, 
Beth Naylor, Allyson White, Bryant Wolf

4. Lacey Bodnar, Lindsey Bodnar, Paul 
Frederick, Linda Knutson

5. Elizabeth Busteed
6. Carol Carlson, Aubri Meldrum, Maxwell Szymczak, 

Caden Vermule
7. Diane Davis, Schyler Hopkins, Heidi Leclair, Helen 

Lowderman, Bette McCoy, Debra Putnam, Lynn 
Sherlund

8. Shirley Bonneau, Jennifer Kropp, Autumn Loucks, 
Giselle Loucks, Chris Miley, Dick Sieling, Jennifer 
Swinney

9. Charles Bressman, Julie Classen, Trever Osborne, 
Brecke Plourde, Richard Portrey, Sarah Roane

10. Matthew Geiger, Rahn Johnson, Lucas Pestel
11. Natalie Backora, Sandra Kucera, Jennifer McCarthy
12. Dane Kucera, Henry Samuelson, Jane Setterburg, Carol 

Storer
13. Elaine Adams, Lee Bockelman, Hal Gillaspie, Pam 

Johnson, Elizabeth Luczynski, Fred Wachal
14. Noah Curtis
15. Don Berney, Scott Fonda, Shannon Fonda, Kay Jones, 

Isabella Kuehn, Lisa Montag

16. Jean Bowman, Spencer Link, Jane Lynam, Gretchen 
Mathiason, Brooke Reinert, Terry Schatzberg, Alyssa 
York

17. Tracy Fletcher, Nicholas Kanning, Dirk Petersen
18. Linda Ackerson, Amber Boehm, Frank Ferguson, Soren 

Hepburn, Elizabeth Larkowski, Kate McCoy, Courtney 
Senn

19. 1Sarah Clifford, Michael Johnston, Georgia Leclair, Steve 
O’Connor, Erin Steffen, Melissa Titus

20. Krista Edwards, Donald Johnston
21. Olta Gjoca, Liz Moldenhauer, Peter Smock, Lyn 

Ziegenbein
22. Rose Bartling, Susan Clark, Melody Diggins
23. Nicholas Barrett, Samuel Comfort, Kevin Grisso, Judy 

McIntire, Lorna Swingen, Karen Wolf
24. Jackson Barrett, Brittany Edwards, Justin Edwards, Pat 

Ranney, Steven Thomas
25. Susie Henry, Mary Kersey, David Swift
26. Denise Lewis
27. H Michael Hyland, Ashley Ingram, Emma Mirch, Jeremy 

Sarich
28. Laura Hansen, Stephanie Martens, Tracey Sweet, Owen 

Thornton, Dean Vancaster
29. Joy Borchman, Mitch John, Jackson Martis, Jeffrey 

Martis
30. Lawrence Battaglia, Missy Hardersen, Brooks Hinrichs, 

Greta Rohrberg, Michaela Ruma, Amanda Sneckenberg, 
Noah Storer

31. Ellie Carlson, Marie Dixon, Kelly Rudie, Dan Shelby, 
Morgan Stouffer

Kountze Commons Mortgage Update
Loan Balance, 3/1/2025 ........................................................$718,056.24
Principal Payment, 3/1/2025 .................................................. $3,422.21
Interest Payment, 3/1/2025 ....................................................  $2,282.79
Balance, 4/1/2025 .................................................................. $714,634.03 

Finances: March, 2025
 March Year-to-Date

Total General Fund
Income:  $    79,078.07     $  $293,350.05 
Expenses:
 Mission Support: $ 4,166.67   $    $17,500.01 
 Faith Formation: $   1,525.12  $   $1,657.21 
 Facility Costs: $    29,387.85  $  $59,664.79 
 Staff Comp. & Beneϐits: $   54,162.96  $    $157,119.08 
  Worship & Music: $    4,809.22  $   $17,482.44 
 Ofϐice & Administration: $ 4,918.52  $  $10,064.73 
 Membership: $   3,996.16  $   $5,299.12 
 Finance: $ - 0 -   $ - 0 -
 Leadership: $ 1,554.06   $ 1,554.06  
 Justice & Mercy: $ - 0 -   $ - 0 - 
Total Expenses:  $   104,520.56         $  $270,341.44 

Easter Egg Hunt
It was a drizzly Easter morning, so the Easter 

Egg Hunt was held in the Youth Room. A fun time 
was had by all!
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Rev. Lucy Wynard, Senior Pastor
Rev. H. Ashley Hall, Ph.D., Associate Pastor 

Worship Times
Saturday at 5:00 PM
Sunday at 9:00 & 11:00 AM
Wednesday at 12:15 PM
The 9:00 AM Sunday service is 

televised live on Cox channel 13 and  live 
streamed on our website at https://www.
kmlchurch.org/live-streaming/ (you may 
watch the live-stream any time)

A bulletin is available on our website 
at https://www.kmlchurch.org/bulletin-
announcements/

The joy of Easter is real. As we enter the ϐinal month of a year-long focus of cultivating love, we are invited to embody 
that love. In so doing, we might just end up cultivating joy as we are emboldened and ϐilled with the promise and joy 
of Easter. Joy comes in various ways but May provides plenty of opportunities to experience it. Joy will be experienced 
through the movement and observance of 50 days of the Easter season. It can be felt through the longer days as spring 
stretches daylight, and we move ever closer to summer. Joy can be witnessed through the excitement and hope of 
graduation and conϐirmation season (in many contexts), and the anticipation of summer and what that might mean for 
vacations and new experiences. May is a month of celebration which in and of itself, at its best means a time of true joy.

Questions for Reflection:
• In what ways have you seen, witnessed and experienced God cultivating joy in you? In others?
• How might God be inviting you to cultivate joy?
• What are two or three ways that you will cultivate joy this year?
• As we enter into this twelfth and ϐinal month of the cultivating love themes and focus on joy, what might God be 

inviting us to be a part of next? What’s next for you and your faith community? Where might we be sent next as 
God’s beloved?


