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June 1, 2025  9:00 AM & 11:00 AM 

SEVENTH SUNDAY in EASTER 

 

It is possible to hear in Jesus’ high priestly prayer, a prayer he offered shortly before his death, the petitions of the 

ascended Christ for his own throughout history—to our day—and beyond. Jesus prays for us. In holy baptism we 

become believers in God, have our robes washed in the flood of Christ’s forgiveness, and receive the gift of life 

forever with all the saints. 
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GATHERING 

 

 
PRELUDE  Mark Jones, organ 
 

WELCOME AND ANNOUNCEMENTS 
 

(rise in body or spirit) 

EASTER ACCLAMATION 

P Alleluia! Christ is risen.  

C Christ is risen indeed. Alleluia! 

 
THANKSGIVING FOR BAPTISM 

P In the name of + the One 

 who was, who is, and who is to come. 

C Amen. 
 
P Baptized into Christ’s death and resurrection, and called to live the baptized life, let us give thanks 

for the gifts of baptism. 
 

  Holy God, 

 we give you thanks for the waters of baptism, waters that make a people your own, 

 that restore to wholeness, and empower us to be witnesses in your name. 

 Baptized into you, O Living One, 

C make us one as you are one. 
 

P We give you thanks for the waters of baptism, waters that strengthen believers 

 and give new life to beloved servants of your church; 

 waters that extend your boundless love and cross barriers of our own making. 

 Baptized into you, O Living One, 

C make us one as you are one. 
 

P We give you thanks for the waters of baptism, waters that open the hearts of believers 

 and give a voice in the night to those in captivity; 

 waters that set your people on a new path, rejoicing in the Spirit’s power. 

 Baptized into you, O Living One, 

C make us one as you are one. 
 

P Grant us grace, love, and life, O Living One, that each day is shaped by these waters 

 that give us our very lives in you. We ask this in the name of Jesus,  

 the Crucified and Risen One. 

C Amen. 
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PROCESSIONAL HYMN Rise, O Sun of Righteousness ELW 657 vs. 1-3, 5 
 

1 Rise, O Sun of righteousness; 

with your might creation bless. 

Shine upon your church today, 

showing all your gentle way. 

Have mercy, Lord. 
 

2 Rouse our hearts from slumber deep; 

may your word within us leap. 

Give us voices to proclaim 

praises to your holy name. 

Have mercy, Lord. 
 

3 Gather in your scattered flock; 

give us water from the rock. 

Bless the unity we share 

in our shepherd's loving care.  

Have mercy, Lord. 
 

5 Honor, praise, and glory be 

to the holy Trinity! 

May your gracious will be done: 

make us one, as you are one. 

Have mercy, Lord.

Text: Christian David, et al.; tr. Frank W. Stoldt, b. 1958 

Text © 2003 Augsburg Fortress. 

 

APOSTOLIC GREETING 

P The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God,  

 and the communion of the Holy Spirit be with you all. 

C And also with you. 

 
HYMN OF PRAISE This is the Feast 
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PRAYER OF THE DAY  

P O God, 

C form the minds of your faithful people into your one will. Make us love what you command 

and desire what you promise, that, amid all the changes of this world, our hearts may be fixed 

where true joy is found, your Son, Jesus Christ our Lord, who lives and reigns with you and 

the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. Amen. 
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WORD 
 
(sit) 

FIRST READING Acts 16:16-34 

Children may follow along using the Spark Bible turning to page 536 
Those who had enslaved a girl and used her powers to tell fortunes threw Paul and Silas into jail for ordering the spirit to come 

out of her and consequently ruining their business. In prison, Paul and Silas bring the good news of the gospel to the jailer and 

his family. 

ne day, as we were going to the place of prayer, we met a slave-girl who had a spirit of divination 

and brought her owners a great deal of money by fortune-telling. 17 While she followed Paul and us, 

she would cry out, “These men are slaves of the Most High God, who proclaim to you a way of 

salvation.” 18 She kept doing this for many days. But Paul, very much annoyed, turned and said to the 

spirit, “I order you in the name of Jesus Christ to come out of her.” And it came out that very hour. 

  19 But when her owners saw that their hope of making money was gone, they seized Paul and Silas and 

dragged them into the marketplace before the authorities. 20 When they had brought them before the 

magistrates, they said, “These men are disturbing our city; they are Jews 21 and are advocating customs 

that are not lawful for us as Romans to adopt or observe.” 22 The crowd joined in attacking them, and the 

magistrates had them stripped of their clothing and ordered them to be beaten with rods. 23 After they had 

given them a severe flogging, they threw them into prison and ordered the jailer to keep them 

securely. 24 Following these instructions, he put them in the innermost cell and fastened their feet in the 

stocks. 

  25 About midnight Paul and Silas were praying and singing hymns to God, and the prisoners were 

listening to them. 26 Suddenly there was an earthquake, so violent that the foundations of the prison were 

shaken; and immediately all the doors were opened and everyone’s chains were unfastened. 27 When the 

jailer woke up and saw the prison doors wide open, he drew his sword and was about to kill himself, since 

he supposed that the prisoners had escaped. 28 But Paul shouted in a loud voice, “Do not harm yourself, 

for we are all here.” 29 The jailer called for lights, and rushing in, he fell down trembling before Paul and 

Silas. 30 Then he brought them outside and said, “Sirs, what must I do to be saved?” 31 They answered, 

“Believe on the Lord Jesus, and you will be saved, you and your household.” 32 They spoke the word of 

the Lord to him and to all who were in his house. 33 At the same hour of the night he took them and 

washed their wounds; then he and his entire family were baptized without delay. 34 He brought them up 

into the house and set food before them; and he and his entire household rejoiced that he had become a 

believer in God. 

 L Word of God, Word of Life. C Thanks be to God. 
 

PSALM 97 (read responsively) 

 1 The Lord reigns; let the earth rejoice; 

  let the multitude of the isles be glad. 

 2 Clouds and darkness surround the Lord, 

  righteousness and justice are the foundations of God’s throne. 

 3 Fire goes before the Lord, 

  burning up enemies on every side. 

 4 Lightnings light up the world; 

  the earth sees and trembles. 

O 
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 5 The mountains melt like wax 

  before the Lord of all the earth. 

 6 The heavens declare your righteousness, O Lord, 

  and all the peoples see your glory.  

 7 Confounded be all who worship carved images and delight in false gods! 

  Bow down before the Lord, all you gods. 

 8 Zion hears and is glad, and the cities of Judah rejoice, 

  because of your judgments, O Lord. 

 9 For you are the Lord, most high over all the earth; 

  you are exalted far above all gods. 

 10 You who love the Lord, hate evil! 

  God guards the lives of the saints and rescues them from the hand of the wicked. 

 11 Light dawns for the righteous, 

  and joy for the honest of heart. 

 12 Rejoice in the Lord, you righteous, 

  and give thanks to God’s holy name. 

 

SECOND READING Revelation 22:12-14, 16-17, 20-21 
The ascended Christ, hidden from our sight, promises to come again. We eagerly pray, “Come, Lord Jesus,” with all who respond 

to this invitation. 

ee, I am coming soon; my reward is with me, to repay according to everyone’s work. 13 I am the Alpha 

and the Omega, the first and the last, the beginning and the end.” 

  14 Blessed are those who wash their robes, so that they will have the right to the tree of life and may 

enter the city by the gates. 

  16 “It is I, Jesus, who sent my angel to you with this testimony for the churches. I am the root and the 

descendant of David, the bright morning star.” 

 17 The Spirit and the bride say, “Come.” And let everyone who hears say, “Come.” And let everyone 

who is thirsty come. Let anyone who wishes take the water of life as a gift.  

  20 The one who testifies to these things says, “Surely I am coming soon.” Amen. Come, Lord Jesus! 
21 The grace of the Lord Jesus be with all the saints. Amen. 

 L Word of God, Word of Life. C Thanks be to God. 
 

(rise in body or spirit) 

GOSPEL ACCLAMATION 

 
 
 

S 
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 P The Holy Gospel according to St. John.  

 

 
 

HOLY GOSPEL John 17:20-26 
Jesus prays that the life of his followers will be characterized by an intimate unity of identity with God. To be so identified with 

God means also to share in God’s mission: to proclaim the word that will bring others into this same unity. 

esus prayed: 20 “I ask not only on behalf of these, but also on behalf of those who will believe in me 

through their word, 21 that they may all be one. As you, Father, are in me and I am in you, may they also 

be in us, so that the world may believe that you have sent me. 22 The glory that you have given me I have 

given them, so that they may be one, as we are one, 23 I in them and you in me, that they may become 

completely one, so that the world may know that you have sent me and have loved them even as you have 

loved me. 24 Father, I desire that those also, whom you have given me, may be with me where I am, to see 

my glory, which you have given me because you loved me before the foundation of the world. 

  25 “Righteous Father, the world does not know you, but I know you; and these know that you have sent 

me. 26 I made your name known to them, and I will make it known, so that the love with which you have 

loved me may be in them, and I in them.” 

 P The Gospel of the Lord. C Praise to you, O Christ. 
(sit)  

CHILDREN’S BLESSING 9:00 AM 
Children (aged 3 years through 5th grade) are invited to come forward for a blessing. Then, they may either return to their seat 

and use the Spark Bible and/or activity bags during the regular sermon, or follow Ms. Boe upstairs for an activity in the Sunday 

School room. 

 

SERMON Pastor Hall 
 

(rise in body or spirit) 

HYMN OF THE DAY Where Charity and Love Prevail ELW 359 vs. 1, 3, 5 
 

1 Where charity and love prevail, 

 there God is ever found; 

 brought here together by Christ's love, 

 by love we thus are bound. 
 

3 Let us recall that in our midst 

 dwells Christ, God's holy Son; 

 as members of each body joined, 

 in him we are made one. 

5 Let us forgive each other's faults 

 as we our own confess, 

 that we may love each other well 

 in Christian gentleness. 
 

Text: Latin hymn, 9th. cent.; tr. Omer Westendorf, 1916-1997, alt. 

Text © 1960 World Library Publications. 3708 River Rd., Suite 400, Franklin Park, IL 60131. All rights reserved. 

 
  

J 
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THE NICENE CREED 

C We believe in one God, 

 the Father, the Almighty, 

 maker of heaven and earth, 

 of all that is, seen and unseen. 

 We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ, 

 the only Son of God, 

 eternally begotten of the Father, 

 God from God, Light from Light, 

 true God from true God, 

 begotten, not made, 

 of one Being with the Father; 

 through him all things were made. 

 For us and for our salvation 

 he came down from heaven, 

 was incarnate of the Holy Spirit and the virgin Mary 

 and became truly human. 

 For our sake he was crucified under Pontius Pilate; 

 he suffered death and was buried. 

 On the third day he rose again 

 in accordance with the scriptures; 

 he ascended into heaven 

 and is seated at the right hand of the Father. 

 He will come again in glory to judge the living and the dead, 

 and his kingdom will have no end. 

 We believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the giver of life, 

 who proceeds from the Father and the Son, 

 who with the Father and the Son is worshiped and glorified, 

 who has spoken through the prophets. 

 We believe in one holy catholic and apostolic church. 

 We acknowledge one baptism for the forgiveness of sins. 

 We look for the resurrection of the dead, 

 and the life of the world to come. Amen.  
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THE PRAYERS OF THE CHURCH 

Response:     P Hear us, O God.    

 C Your mercy is great. 
 

(In our prayers today, during a time of silence, pray for those listed below and for others according to their needs) 
 

Sympathy: to the family and friends of Sharon Waller 
 

Prayers this week: Glenn Lindgren (father of Tarna Kidder) 
 

On-going Care: Sharon Ambler, Cheri Biggs, John Bodnar, Don Burton, Betty Callies, Mike Cswercko, 

Marilyn Dichsen, Shirley Dietrich, Mike Edris, Kathy Englert, Tracey Gehringer, Dale Grundman, Jessica 

Hannon, Julie Hoogestraat, Joan Jacobson-Trotter, Jason Klonglan, Julie Knapp, Jack & Marie Kubat, 

Ruth & Charles Martis, Lara McCormick, Jane Meyer, Nita Mueller, Linda Peltz, Kathy Preininger, Dan 

& Ginny Rath, Donna Reinig, David Samaria, Joyce Wachal, Gary Westerman, Allyson White, Deb 

Woosley 
 

Other Prayers: Those serving in the military – Wyatt Johnson, grandson of Ken and Linda Johnson; 

Tyler Johnston, son of Robert and Michelle Johnston, Daniel Milstead, nephew of Darlene Anderson; 

Cody Ray, grandson of Betty Callies; Dannika Rees, daughter of Eric and Toby Rees; Joel Woosley, son 

of Debbie Woosley, nephew of Steph Stephens 
 

Other Prayers: Those serving in mission – Rev. Chandran Paul Martin, India; Dr. Stephen & Jodi 

Swanson, Tanzania; Katie Larson, Colombia; Rev. Bridget Gautieri, Wittenburg Center, Germany; Rev. 

Robert & Kathy Moore, Leipzig, Germany; and Dan & Ginny Rath, international translators; our sister 

congregation, the American Church in Berlin, as they assist refugees from the war in Ukraine 
 

Other Prayers: Seminarians – Joseph Daffer, James Holzer, Giselle Loucks 

 

THE PEACE IS SHARED 

 P The peace of Christ be with you always.  

 C  And also with you. 
 

 
MEAL 

 
(sit) 

THE OFFERING IS RECEIVED 
We glorify God in our giving. Our offering is an act of worship that makes the ministries of this church 

possible. If you are visiting with us today, please do not feel obligated to participate in this portion of 

worship. You may use the QR code scanner on your smart phone to give online or mail in your offering or 

donate online. Thank you!  

 

THE TABLE IS PREPARED 

 

OFFERTORY   Mark Jones, piano 
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(rise in body or spirit) 

OFFERTORY HYMN        O Jesus, Joy of Loving Hearts ELW 658 vs. 1-3 

 
 

Text: attr. Bernard of Clairvaux, 1091-1153; tr. Ray Palmer, 1808-1887, alt. 

 

OFFERING PRAYER 

 P Risen One, 

 C you have gathered us around your table of grace along with these gifts we bring. Come among 

us again, breathe your life into us, and enliven us with this meal, that we may live as your 

risen body in the world. Amen. 

 

THE GREAT THANKSGIVING 
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PREFACE  

 

SANCTUS 

 
 

EUCHARISTIC PRAYER  

 P Blessed are you, O God of the universe. 

  … With this bread and cup … we proclaim the mystery of faith. 

 
P O God of resurrection and new life: . . .   

 . . .  Grace our table with your presence. 

 C Come, Holy Spirit. 
  

 P Reveal yourself to us in the breaking of the bread … 

  Send us forth, burning with justice, peace, and love. 

 C Come, Holy Spirit. 
 

 P With your holy ones … we praise you, O God,  

  blessed and holy Trinity, now and forever. 
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THE LORD’S PRAYER  

 P Lord, remember us in your kingdom and teach us all to pray: 

 C Our Father, who art in heaven,  

  hallowed be thy name,  

  thy kingdom come,  

 thy will be done,  

 on earth as it is in heaven.  

  Give us this day our daily bread;  

 and forgive us our trespasses, 

 as we forgive those who trespass against us;  

 and lead us not into temptation,  

 but deliver us from evil.  

  For thine is the kingdom,  

 and the power, and the glory, forever and ever. Amen. 
 

AGNUS DEI 

 
 

INVITATION TO COMMUNION   

P Come and receive the gift of new life. 

C We come to the table of grace. 
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(sit) 

THE DISTRIBUTION 
All baptized Christians who confess Jesus Christ as Lord and his Real Presence in, with and under the bread and wine, are 

welcome to the Lord’s Supper. We believe that this is the Lord’s table and is he who invites you. So you who are strong in faith, 

come with gratitude. You who feel weak in faith, come to be strengthened. And you who feel you have no faith, come so that the 

God of steadfast love will touch your heart with hope and joy. The form of distribution is intinction: you will receive the 

consecrated bread and then you may dip the bread into the wine. Gluten free bread is available upon request. 

 

HYMNS DURING COMMUNION Love Has Brought Us Here Together ACS 1040 

 
 

Text: Mary Louise Bringle, b. 1953 

Text © 2010 GIA Publications, Inc., giamusic.com. All rights reserved. 
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  O God of Love, O King of Peace ELW 749 
 

1 O God of love, O King of peace, 

 make wars throughout the world to cease; 

 our greed and sinful wrath restrain. 

 Give peace, O God, give peace again. 
 

2 Remember, Lord, your works of old, 

 the wonders that our elders told; 

 remember not our sins' deep stain. 

 Give peace, O God, give peace again. 
 

3 Whom shall we trust but you, O Lord? 

 Where rest but on your faithful word? 

 None ever called on you in vain. 

 Give peace, O God, give peace again. 
 

4 Where saints and angels dwell above 

 all hearts are knit in holy love; 

 oh, bind us in that heav'nly chain. 

 Give peace, O God, give peace again. 

Text: Henry W. Baker, 1821-1877 

 

(rise in body or spirit) 

POST-COMMUNION BLESSING 
 

PRAYER AFTER COMMUNION 

 P Living One, 
 C in this feast you have made yourself known to us. Send us now to tell of your wonders, sing of 

your glory, and proclaim your risen life to a wounded and weary world. Amen. 
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SENDING 
 

DISMISSAL OF EUCHARISTIC MINISTERS 
 

BLESSING 

P Alleluia! Christ is risen! 

C Christ is risen indeed! Alleluia! 
 

P The triune God, 

 who was, who is, and who is to come, Sovereign, + Savior, and Spirit, light your way with 

resurrection dawn, now and always. 

 

THREE-FOLD AMEN 

 

RECESSIONAL HYMN Oh, Praise the Gracious Power ELW 651 vs. 1, 3, 5, 6 
 

1 Oh, praise the gracious pow'r 

 that tumbles walls of fear 

 and gathers in one house of faith 

 all strangers far and near: 
 

Refrain 

 We praise you, Christ! 

 Your cross has made us one! 
 

3 Oh, praise inclusive love, 

 encircling ev'ry race, 

 oblivious to gender, wealth, 

 to social rank or place:  Refrain 

5 Oh, praise the tide of grace 

 that laps at ev'ry shore 

 with visions of a world at peace, 

 no longer bled by war:  Refrain 
 

6 Oh, praise the pow'r, the truth, 

 the love, the word, the tide. 

 Yet more than these, oh, praise their source, 

 praise Christ the crucified:  Refrain

Text: Thomas H. Troeger, b. 1945 
Text from New Hymns for the Lectionary © 1984 Oxford University Press, Inc. 

 
DISMISSAL 

P Go in peace. In Christ you are made new. Alleluia! Alleluia! 

C Thanks be to God. Alleluia! Alleluia! 
 

POSTLUDE  Mark Jones, organ

  

 +     +     + 
 

From Sundays and Seasons.com. ©2025 Augsburg Fortress. All rights reserved. Reprinted by permission under Augsburg Fortress Liturgies 

Annual License #SAS006828. Reprinted under OneLicense.net #A-705181.  New Revised Standard Version Bible, ©1989, Division of 

Christian Education of the National Council of the Churches of Christ in the United States of America. Used by permission. All rights 

reserved.  Evangelical Lutheran Worship ©2006 Augsburg Fortress. All Creations Sings ©2020 Augsburg Fortress, an imprint of 1517 

Media. Reprinted by permission under Augsburg Fortress Liturgies Annual License #26828.  

 



KOUNTZE	STAFF	
  
Pr. Lucy Wynard Senior Pastor 
Pr. Ashley Hall Associate Pastor 
Kristin Boe Director of Faith Formation 
Debbie Bogue Ofϐice Manager 
Danielle Fleming Administrative Assistant 
Noni Cambridge Staff Treasurer 
Judi Boe Financial Secretary 
Jim Smejkal Bldg. Super./Dir. of Cong. 
 Activities 
Louis Flake Night Manager 
Kayla Slaight Janitorial Staff 
Barbara Carlsen Dir. of Music & Fine Arts 
Mark Jones Organist 
David Gerard Saturday Accompanist 
Shannon Picha Nursery Director 
Toby Rees Director of Kountze Commons 

May	31	&	June	1	2025	
Kountze	Memorial	Lutheran	Church	is	a	vibrant,	historic	faith	
community	that	welcomes	all	and	provides	ministries	for	all	ages	
and	walks	of	life.	We	are	a	“City‐wide	Church	with	a	World‐wide	
Ministry”	and	have	been	worshiping,	growing,	and	serving	in	
downtown	Omaha	for	over	165	years.	If	you	are	new	to	Kountze	
Memorial,	we	invite	you	to	visit	the	Welcome	Desk	in	the	Fellowship	
Hall	for	more	information	about	who	we	are	and	what	we	do. 

2650	Farnam	Street	 Omaha,	NE	68131	
402‐341‐7761	 www.kmlchurch.org	

Holy	Communion	
All who are baptized and trust in Christ's presence in 
Holy Communion are invited to commune at the Lord's 
Table. Children or anyone who does not commune will 
receive a blessing. It is the understanding of the universal 
Church that those who wish to commune with bread only 
(for health or other reasons) have communed fully. Our 
form of distribution is Intinction, meaning you will 
receive the wafer in your hand and then dip it into the 
wine. 
	

Children	in	Worship	
We believe that all are welcome in worship and 
encourage families to worship together. Activity bags, 
children’s Bibles, and bulletins are available, as well as a 
room just off the west side of the main sanctuary, that 
includes a TV and a variety of toys, games, and books for 
young children. 
	

Nursery 
Our nursery is available from 8:45 AM—noon for 
children 0—2 years. Please ask an usher if you are unsure 
as to where our nursery is and would like to use it. 
	

Attendance	Cards	
All those attending worship are encouraged to ϐill out the 
card included in your bulletin and place in the offering 
plates located by the doors in the Nave. 
	

E‐news	&	Social	Media	
If you would like to receive our weekly e-news and 
monthly e-newsletter, add your e-mail address to the 
attendance card in your bulletin. 
 

Large	Print	Bulletins	and	Listening	Devices	
Please speak to an usher if you would like a large print 
bulletin or an assisted listening device.	
	

Scan	to	Give	Online	
Thank you 

for 
supporting 

the 
ministries 

of Kountze Memorial 
Lutheran Church.	

Today	at	Kountze	Memorial	

Altar	Flowers are given to the glory of God by 
Melissa McDermott 
	
Eternal	Candle	is given to the glory of God given by 
Amanda Plantz in memory of David Penning 
 
Children’s	Sermon	
9:15	AM		
Following the 9 AM Children's Blessing, children in 
grades Preschool-5th grade may join Kristin Boe for 
a children's sermon in the Upper Rooms. All the 
children will return to their seats in time to receive 
communion.  
 
Kountze	Café	Lite	
9:30—11:00	AM	
Free‐will	Offering	
Through Labor Day weekend, we will be serving a 
lighter fare for breakfast. If you would like to help 
with breakfast, even just for a Sunday or two, please 
contact Sherri Labedz. 
 
Adult	Forum	
Sundays,	10:10	AM	
Join us on Sunday mornings in the Fellowship Hall 
for a lite breakfast and then stay for Adult Forum. 
June	1:	Fellowship (Synod Assembly)  
June	8:	Report from Synod Assembly 
 Connect	with	Pr.	Lucy	

Schedule a time 
to meet with Pas-
tor Lucy by fol-
lowing the link or 
QR Code. https://
calendly.com/pastor-
lucy/45min 



June	1	Sunday	
Easter 7 
Homebound Communion 
9:00 AM & 11:00 AM Worship 
9:00 AM Nursery (0-2 yrs) 
9:30 AM Kountze Café Lite - 

Breakfast 
10:10 AM Adult Forum 
6:00 PM Cantare! Omaha Concert at 

Kountze Memorial 
 
 

June	2	Monday	
10:00 AM Pantry 
June	3	Tuesday	
9:00 AM Staff Meeting 
June	4	Wednesday	
12:15 PM Worship 
June	5	Thursday	
2:00 PM Cards with Friends 
4:00 PM Healing Gift Free Clinic 
6:30 Christian Education 
June	6	Friday	
5:00 PM Pantry 

June	7	Saturday	
5:00 PM Worship 
June	8	Sunday	
Day of Pentecost 
9:00 AM & 11:00 AM Worship 
9:00 AM Nursery (0-2 yrs) 
9:30 AM Kountze Café Lite - 

Breakfast 
10:10 AM Adult Forum 
12:15 PM Book Group 
5:00 PM Youth Kick-Off  (gr 7+) 

This	Week	at	Kountze	Memorial	

	

Cantare!	Omaha	Concert—Welcome	Summer!	
Held	at	Kountze	Memorial	
Sunday,	June	1	
6:00	PM	
Cantare! presents a 40-minute concert, 
followed by a delectable hors d'oeuvres & 
dessert reception and silent auction serenaded by 
Cantare!. New repertoire of Madrigals, motets, Sea 
Shanties and more! Proceeds support outreach programs, 
to bring Renaissance music to area residents in elder care 
& veterans' communities, and their development 
program for High School singers. Come for the music, 
contribute to support enriching the community! 
Suggested donation $50 at the door or online. 
 
Cards	with	Friends	
The Card Group will be taking a break over the summer 
due to vacations, etc. We'll pick up again on September 4. 
Have a great summer and we'll see you in September! 
Everyone is welcome—make plans now to come and be 
part of the fun! 
 
KMLC	Book	Group	
Sunday,	June	8	‐	Broken	Harbor	by	Tana	French	
12:15	PM	
Fellowship	Lounge	
There’s still time to read the book and join us for great 
conversation at this month’s Book Group! Whether 
you’ve read every page or just started, all are welcome. 
  
Youth	Summer	Kick‐Off	Event	
Grade	7	and	Up	
Sunday,	June	8	
5‐8	PM	
Link/Courtyard	
Come and join us for a time of fellowship & fun to kick-off 
the summer. We'll have hotdogs & s'mores around the 
ϐirepit, games, and a chance to hang out and get to know 

other Kountze Memorial young people. Friends are 
welcome! Open to youth going into 7th grade and up, 
including recent high school graduates. You may sign up 
at the Welcome Desk or by calling or emailing the church 
ofϐice. Contact Pastor Lucy at lucy@klmchurch.org with 
any questions. 
 
Sewing	Group	
Wednesday,	June	11	and	July	9	
9:00	AM	
Our Sewing Group gets together on the second 
Wednesday of each month to sew quilt tops, attach 
backing and binding, and to tie quilts. The quilts are given 
to Carol Joy Holliing Camp for their Annual Quilt Auction 
(see back page), to Lutheran World Relief, and  to our 
high school graduates. Quilting expertise is not necessary. 
If you can tie your shoes, you can tie a quilt. Come and 
join the group this summer! 
 
Stories	From	the	Holy	Land		
with	Pastors	Adam	&	Jordan	Miller‐Stubbendick	
Saturday,	June	14	
Luther	Memorial	Lutheran	Church	
1031	Sunset	Trail	
Free	&	Open	to	the	Public	

Pastors Jordan and Adam share stories of 
the life-changing work of the Evangelical 
Lutheran Church in Jordan & the Holy Land (ELCJHL), the 
realities of life in Palestine, and ways that the people of 
the ELCA can help fellow Christians in the Holy Land. For 
more information, contact Gretchen at 404-583-4591 or 
gretchen@nebraskasynod.org, or go to the following 
website to register: https://tinyurl.com/holylandstories 

 
KMLC	Camp	Week	
Camp	Carol	Joy	Holling	
June	15‐20	
Join your Kountze friends at Camp Carol Joy Holling. 

For	Your	Calendar/News	&	Notes	
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For	Your	Calendar/News	&	Notes,	continued	
Spend the week making new friends, 
spending time in nature, and growing in faith 
through song, lessons, and testimonies. To 
check on available dates use the QR code or 
the link below. 

http://NLOM.org/caroljoyholling/register 
 

Summer	Service	Days	
2025/26	7th,	8th	&	9th	Graders	
Fridays,	June	20	‐	August	8	(closed	on	July	4)	
8	AM	‐	4	PM	
This summer, students going into grades 7, 8, and 9 are 
invited to participate in service projects within our 
church and community. The day will begin between 8 and 
9 AM with a light breakfast, lunch will be served, and the 
day will end at 4 PM. Projects include making art for the 
pantry and freshening up the youth room, working in the 
community garden, reading or playing board games with 
the elderly, and more. We know families with children 
this age are often very busy in the summer. Participation 
is encouraged on whatever days and times ϐit your 
schedule. There is a sign up sheet at the Welcome Desk or 
you can call/email the church ofϐice to let us know you’ll 
be attending. Contact Kristin Boe at 
kristin@kmlchurch.org with any questions. 
 
Lutheran	Collaborative	VBS	(All	free!)		
Held	at	Luther	Memorial	Church	
1031	Sunset	Trail	(61st	St.	&	Western	Ave.)	
July	20‐23	
Preschool	(potty	trained)	to	Grade	5	
5:15	PM:	Family	Meal	
6‐8	PM:	Programming	
This year, we are going on a “Road Trip with God”. Our 
studies will be based off of the Bible verse Joshua 1:9 – 
“The Lord your God is with you wherever you go.” Join us 
as we discover God’s presence everywhere as we explore 
new places, make new friends, and experience God’s 
goodness together. Register or volunteer by using the QR 
code or link below. If you have questions/concerns, 
please contact Kristin Boe (kristin@kmlchurch.org) or 
Pastor Becky (402-740-1985 or pastorbecky@lord-of-
love.org). 

https://luthermemorial.mycokesburyvbs.com/  
 
Carol	Joy	Holling	Camp	37th	Annual	Quilt	
Auction	
Saturday,	July	26,	2025	
9:00	AM	‐	5:00	PM	
Carol	Joy	Holling	Camp	
It's time to think about the quilt you'll donate to Carol Joy 
Holling Camp. The day promises good food, great fun, and 
lots of beautiful quilts. It is held rain or shine. Friends and 
families are welcome. Our kitchen will be serving pulled 

pork sandwiches and a selection of favorite salads from 
11:30 AM until 1:30 PM. Vegetarian and gluten-free 
options are available upon request. Concessions will be 
offered before and after lunch. Quilt donations can be 
delivered to Carol Joy Holling Camp between June 1 and 
July 21. Quilts cannot be accepted after July 21. Please 
submit in a plastic bag with donation form that can found 
at:  

www.cjhcenter.org/quilt-auction 
 

Nursery	Volunteers	Needed!	
We are seeking volunteers to help provide occasional 
care for our children in the nursery. Volunteers are 
willing to be contacted when our regular nursery staff are 
out of town or otherwise unavailable. This is a wonderful 
opportunity to serve our youngest members, making a 
positive impact in their lives and in the lives of their 
families! Duties include playing with children, changing 
diapers, and providing a warm and loving environment. 
Training will be provided. If you have questions or are 
interested in volunteering, please contact our Nursery 
Director Shannon Picha at nursery@kmlchurch.org.  
 
Kountze	Food	Pantry		
Our Love Thy Neighbor Food Pantry is in need of your 
gifts and service.  The	current	needs	this	week	for	the	
pantry	are	seasoning/gravy	packets/spices,	spaghetti	
noodles	and	bottled	water.		You may leave your 
donation in the box marked “Food Pantry,” located in the 
Fellowship Hall. Tax deductible slips are available on the 
inside pocket of the box. Please join us as a volunteer in 
the pantry in the Kountze Commons Community 
Outreach Center.  You are welcome to 
volunteer as it ϐits your schedule.  We have 
options for volunteers of all abilities.  Please 
use the link or QR code to sign up and join our 
mission. 

https://tinyurl.com/uausdddp 
 

Attendance	&	Giving	
Thursday,	May	22—Wednesday,	May	28	

 
Saturday: 33 
Sunday: 9:00: 114   11:00: 45 
Wednesday:	12:15:	0 6:30: 0 
Total: 192 
Streaming: 49	
Pantry	Guests	Served: 213 (inc. 73 children) 
Medical	Clinic	Guests	Served: 17 
Offering:	

$11683.5 (Regular) $1698.85 (Specials) 
$397.15 (Debt Reduction) 
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The	Holy	Spirit	will	teach	Jesus’	followers.	
  
DAILY	BIBLE	READINGS	
  
These passages are related to the Lectionary texts for this Sunday. 
Sunday  John 14:23-29  The sending of the Counselor  
Monday  Acts 16:9-15  Paul travels to Macedonia  
Tuesday  Revelation 21:10, 22–22:5  River of life  
Wednesday  Numbers 6:22-27  Blessing for the people  
Thursday  Acts 1:1-11  Jesus is taken up to heaven  
Friday  Hebrews 12:14-17  Life in peace  
Saturday  Psalm 67  Tell the nations to praise God  
Sunday  John 17:20-26  Jesus prays for his disciples  
  
SCRIPTURE	VERSE	FOR	THIS	WEEK	 
“Jesus	answered	him,	“Those	who	love	me	will	keep	my	word,	and	my	Father	will	love	them,	and	we	will	come	to	them	and	make	our	
home	with	them.”	John	14:23	(NRSV)	 
  
PRAYERS	AND	BLESSING	 
A	Prayer	for	the	Week:	 
Ever-present God, your love and peace never end; we thank you for your promise to be with us always, through Christ Jesus our 
Lord. Amen.  
Mealtime	Prayer:	 
Come Holy Spirit, on us to rest, our table to grace, and our food to bless. Amen.  
A	Blessing	to	Give:	 
May God’s face shine upon you. (Psalm 67:1)  
  
CARING	CONVERSATIONS	 
Discuss in your home, small group, or use for personal reϐlections:  
Who is one of your favorite teachers?  
 Jesus said the Holy Spirit would teach his followers. How do think that would happen?  
 
 DEVOTIONS	 
Read:	John 14:23-29.  
Jesus promises that he and his Heavenly Father will make a home with Jesus’ disciples. That home is based on a love between 
Jesus, his Father, and the followers of Jesus. Disciples of Jesus do not simply receive a message from Jesus as though they are 
learning a lesson in school. Jesus’ message teaches followers about a love relationship with Jesus that gives them the Heavenly 
Father and leads them into the world with peace and hope, not fear and anxiety. Jesus’ disciples were understandably worried 
because they have just learned that Jesus is leaving them. Jesus’ response to their fears and anxieties is that they will receive the 
Holy Spirit who will teach them all they need to know, everything that Jesus has taught them. It is a way to promise an ongoing 
relationship with Jesus. When we feel lost or alone, Jesus’ words are a love letter that brings us comfort and conϐidence as his 
followers.  
Discuss:	How can Jesus comfort you and give you peace when you feel lost or alone?  
Pray:	Gracious	God,	we	thank	you	for	your	loving	presence	that	promises	us	peace	and	conϐidence	in	place	of	our	fears	
and	anxieties	through	Christ	our	Lord.	Amen.	 
  
SERVICE	 
Jesus calls us to serve our neighbor in love. Based on the Daily Bible Readings and theme for this week, how can you help a person 
when they feel afraid or troubled?  
  
RITUALS	AND	TRADITIONS	 
Numbers 6:24-26 is a traditional benediction many recognize: “The	Lord	bless	you	and	keep	you;	the	Lord	make	his	face	to	shine	
upon	you	and	be	gracious	to	you;	the	Lord	lift	up	his	countenance	upon	you	and	give	you	peace.”	Psalm 67 is very similar. A 
Benediction is a prayer offering God’s help and protection. Benediction means “good	word”	and is also called a blessing. This week 
practice a ritual blessing every night before closing your eyes.  
Say:	May	God	be	gracious	to	us	and	bless	us	and	make	his	face	to	shine	upon	us.	(Psalm 67:1) 

NEXT	WEEK’S	READINGS:  Acts 16:16-34; Psalm 97 
Revelation 22:12-14, 16-17, 20-21; John 17:20-26 


