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PRELUDE  
 
PLACING THE PALL 
 
Please rise in body or spirit and face the back of the nave as the sanctuary bells are rung 
 
WELCOME 
 P Welcome in the name of Jesus, the Savior of the world. We are gathered to worship, to proclaim 

Christ crucified and risen, to remember before God our brother, Orville, to give thanks for his life, 
to commend him to our merciful redeemer, and to comfort one another in our grief. 

 
THANKSGIVING FOR BAPTISM 
 P When we were baptized in Christ Jesus, we were baptized into his death. We were buried therefore 

with him by baptism into death, so that as Christ was raised from the dead by the glory of the 
Father, we too might live a new life. For if we have been united with him in a death like his, we 
shall certainly be united with him in a resurrection like his. 

   
  Eternal God, maker of heaven and earth, who formed us from the dust of the earth, who by your 

breath gave us life, we glorify you. 
 C We glorify you. 
 
 P Jesus Christ, the resurrection and the life, who suffered death for all humanity, who rose from the 

grave to open the way to eternal life, we praise you. 
 C We praise you. 
 
 P Holy Spirit, author and giver of life, the comforter of all who sorrow, our sure confidence and 

everlasting hope, we worship you. 
 C We worship you. 
 
 P To you, O blessed Trinity, be glory and honor, forever and ever. 
 C Amen. 
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OPENING HYMN Now All the Vault of Heaven Resounds ELW 367 
 
1 Now all the vault of heav'n resounds 
 in praise of love that still abounds: 
 "Christ has triumphed! He is living!" 
 Sing, choirs of angels, loud and clear! 
 Repeat their song of glory here: 
 "Christ has triumphed! He is living!" 
 Alleluia, alleluia, alleluia! 
 
2 Eternal is the gift he brings, 
 therefore our heart with rapture sings: 
 "Christ has triumphed! He is living!" 
 Now still he comes to give us life 
 and by his presence stills all strife. 
 "Christ has triumphed! He is living!" 
 Alleluia, alleluia, alleluia! 

3 Oh, fill us, Lord, with dauntless love; 
 set heart and will on things above 
 that we conquer through your triumph; 
 grant grace sufficient for life's day 
 that by our lives we truly say: 
 "Christ has triumphed! He is living!" 
 Alleluia, alleluia, alleluia! 
 
4 Adoring praises now we bring 
 and with the heav'nly blessed sing: 
 "Christ has triumphed! Alleluia!" 
 Be to the Father, and our Lord, 
 to Spirit blest, most holy God, 
 all the glory, never ending! 
 Alleluia, alleluia, alleluia! 

 
Text: Paul Z. Strodach, 1876-1947, alt. 

Text © 1958 Service Book and Hymnal, admin. Augsburg Fortress.
 
GREETING 
 P The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion of the Holy Spirit be with 

you all. 
 C And also with you. 
 
PRAYER OF THE DAY 
 P O God of grace and glory, we remember before you today our brother, Orville. We thank you for 

giving him to us to know and to love as a companion in our pilgrimage on earth. In your boundless 
compassion, console us who mourn. Give us faith to see that death has been swallowed up in the 
victory of our Lord Jesus Christ, so that we may live in confidence and hope until, by your call, we 
are gathered to our heavenly home in the company of all your saints; through Jesus Christ, our 
Savior and Lord. 

 C Amen. 
 
(please be seated) 
EULOGY Doug Knapp 
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PSALM 23 Bob Bennett 
 1The LORD is my shepherd; 
  I shall not be in want. 
 2The LORD makes me lie down in green pastures 
  and leads me beside still waters. 
 3You restore my soul, O LORD, 
  and guide me along right pathways for your name’s sake. 
 4Though I walk through the valley of the shadow of death, I shall fear no evil; 
  for you are with me; your rod and your staff, they comfort me.  
 5You prepare a table before me in the presence of my enemies; 
  you anoint my head with oil, and my cup is running over. 
 6Surely goodness and mercy shall follow me all the days of my life, 
  and I will dwell in the house of the LORD forever.  

 
READING Ecclesiastes 3:1-4 
 Diane Coffin 

or everything there is a season, and a time for every matter under heaven: 
 2a time to be born, and a time to die; 

 a time to plant, and a time to pluck up what is planted; 
 3a time to kill, and a time to heal; 
 a time to break down, and a time to build up; 
 4a time to weep, and a time to laugh; 
 a time to mourn, and a time to dance; 

L Word of God, Word of Life.  C Thanks be to God. 
 
READING 1 John 4:11-16 
 Denise Bennett 

eloved, since God loved us so much, we also ought to love one another. 12No one has ever seen God; 
if we love one another, God lives in us, and his love is perfected in us. 

13By this we know that we abide in him and he in us, because he has given us of his Spirit. 14And we have 
seen and do testify that the Father has sent his Son as the Savior of the world. 15God abides in those who 
confess that Jesus is the Son of God, and they abide in God. 16So we have known and believe the love that 
God has for us. 

God is love, and those who abide in love abide in God, and God abides in them. 
L Word of God, Word of Life.  C Thanks be to God. 

 
SOLO What a Friend We Have in Jesus arr. by Gilbert Martin 
  Paul Rath, soloist 
 
 Words by J.M. Scriven, Music: © Copyright 1983 Hinshaw Music  

 (administered worldwide by the Fred Bock Publishing Group) All rights reserved. Used by Permission 
  

F 
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(please rise in body or spirit) 
HOLY GOSPEL  
P The Holy Gospel according to John. 
C Glory to you, O Lord. 

 John 14:1-3 
o not let your hearts be troubled. Believe in God, believe also in me. 2In my Father's house there are 
many dwelling places. If it were not so, would I have told you that I go to prepare a place for you? 3And 

if I go and prepare a place for you, I will come again and will take you to myself, so that where I am, there 
you may be also. 

P the Gospel of our Lord. C Praise to you, O Christ. 
 

(please be seated) 
HOMILY Pastor Hall 
 
(please rise in body or spirit) 
HYMN Joyful, Joyful, We Adore Thee ELW 551 
 
1 Joyful, joyful we adore thee, 
 God of glory, Lord of love! 
 Hearts unfold like flow’rs before thee, 
 praising thee, their sun above. 
 Melt the clouds of sin and sadness, 
 drive the gloom of doubt away. 
 Giver of immortal gladness, 
 fill us with the light of day. 

2 All thy works with joy surround thee, 
 earth and heav’n reflect thy rays, 
 stars and angels sing around thee, 
 center of unbroken praise. 
 Field and forest, vale and mountain, 
 flow’ry meadow, flashing sea, 
 chanting bird, and flowing fountain 
 call us to rejoice in thee. 

 
3 Thou art giving and forgiving, 
 ever blessing, ever blest, 
 wellspring of the joy of living, 
 ocean-depth of happy rest! 
 Thou our Father, Christ our brother, 
 all who live in love are thine; 
 teach us how to love each other, 
 lift us to the joy divine! 

 
Text: Henry van Dyke, 1852-1933 

 
  

D 
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THE APOSTLES' CREED 
 P Let us confess the faith in which we were baptized: 
 C I believe in God, the Father almighty, 
 creator of heaven and earth. 
 
  I believe in Jesus Christ, God's only Son, our Lord, 
 who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, 
 born of the virgin Mary, 
 suffered under Pontius Pilate, 
 was crucified, died, and was buried; 
 he descended to the dead 
 On the third day he rose again; 
 he ascended into heaven, 
 he is seated at the right hand of the Father, 
 and he will come to judge the living and the dead. 
 
  I believe in the Holy Spirit, 
 the holy catholic Church, 
 the communion of saints, 
 the forgiveness of sins, 
 the resurrection of the body, 
 and the life everlasting. Amen. 
 
PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION 
 P  Almighty God, in holy baptism you have knit your chosen people together into one communion of 

saints in the body of Christ. Give to your whole church in heaven and on earth your light and your 
peace. God of mercy, 

 C hear our prayer. 
 P Grant that all who have been baptized into Christ's death and resurrection may die to sin and rise to 

share the new life in Christ. God of mercy, 
 C hear our prayer. 
P We praise you for all of the faithfully departed who have now taken their rest in your mercy. We 

remember the loving friends and family members who have gone before us and whose absence is 
felt this day. We express the hope of our reunion with all who have died, through the merits of 
Jesus Christ your Son. God of mercy,  

 C hear our prayer. 
 P Give courage and faith to all who mourn and a sure and certain hope in your loving care that, 

casting all their sorrow on you, they may have strength for the days ahead. God of mercy, 
 C hear our prayer. 
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 P Grant to us who are still in our pilgrimage, and who walk as yet by faith, that, where this world 
groans in grief and pain, your Holy Spirit may lead us to bear witness to your light and life. God of 
mercy, 

 C hear our prayer. 
 P Help us, in the midst of things we cannot understand, to believe and trust in the communion of 

saints, the forgiveness of sins, and the resurrection to life everlasting. God of mercy, 
 C hear our prayer. 
 P God of all grace, we give you thanks because by his death our Savior Jesus Christ destroyed the 

power of death and by his resurrection, he opened the kingdom of heaven to all believers. Make us 
certain that because he lives we shall live also, and that neither death nor life, nor things present nor 
things to come, will be able to separate us from your love in Christ Jesus our Lord, who lives and 
reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 

 C Amen. 
 
THE LORD’S PRAYER  
 P  Lord, remember us in your kingdom and teach us all to pray:  
 C Our Father, who art in heaven,  
  hallowed be thy name,  
  thy kingdom come, thy will be done,  
  on earth as it is in heaven. 
 
  Give us this day our daily bread;  
   and forgive us our trespasses,  
   as we forgive those who trespass against us;  
   and lead us not into temptation,  
   but deliver us from evil. 
 
  For thine is the kingdom, 
   and the power,  
   and the glory,  
   forever and ever. Amen. 
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SENDING 
 
COMMENDATION  
P Let us commend Orville to the mercy of God, our maker and redeemer. 

 
Silence is kept. 
 
 P Into your hands, O merciful Savior, we commend your servant, Orville. Acknowledge, we humbly 

beseech you, a sheep of your own fold, a lamb of your own flock, a sinner of your own redeeming. 
Receive him into the arms of your mercy, into the blessed rest of everlasting peace, and into the 
glorious company of the saints in light. 

 C Amen. 
 
HYMN Song Of Farewell/Old Hundredth  
 Sung To The Tune of Praise God From Whom All Blessings Flow  ELW 884 
 
1.  May Christ, who called you, take you home, 
 And angels lead you to Abraham. 
 Receive his soul, O holy Ones, 
 Present him now to God Most High. 

2.  Give him eternal rest, O Lord, 
 May light unending shine on him. 
 Receive his soul, O holy Ones, 
 Present him now to God Most High. 

 
3. I know that my redeemer lives, 
 The last day I shall rise again. 
 Receive his soul, O holy Ones, 
 Present him now to God Most High. 
 

Text LM; Subvenite sancti Dei; Requiem aeternam; Credo quod Redemptor;  
tr. by Dennis C. Smolarski, SJ, b. 1947, ©1981,  

Dennis C. Smolarski, SJ. All rights reserved. Used with permission.  
Music: Cenevan Psalter, 1551; attr. to Louis Bourgeois, ca.1510-1561, alt. 

 
BLESSING 
 P May the God of peace, who brought again from the dead our Lord Jesus, the great shepherd of the 

sheep, by the blood of the eternal covenant, make you complete in everything good so that you may 
do God’s will, working in you that which is well-pleasing in God’s sight; through Jesus Christ, to 
whom be the glory forever and ever. 

 C Amen. 
 
SENDING 
 P Let us go forth in peace 
 C in the name of Christ. Amen. 
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RECESSIONAL HYMN Let All Things Now Living ELW 881 
 
1 Let all things now living 
 a song of thanksgiving 
 to God the creator triumphantly raise, 
 who fashioned and made us, 
 protected and stayed us, 
 who still guides us on to the end of our days. 
 God's banners are o'er us, 
 God's light goes before us, 
 a pillar of fire shining forth in the night, 
 till shadows have vanished 
 and darkness is banished, 
 as forward we travel from light into light. 

2 God rules all the forces: 
 the stars in their courses 
 and sun in its orbit obediently shine; 
 the hills and the mountains, 
 the rivers and fountains, 
 the deeps of the ocean proclaim God divine. 
 We too should be voicing 
 our love and rejoicing; 
 with glad adoration a song let us raise 
 till all things now living 
 unite in thanksgiving: 
 "To God in the highest, hosanna and praise!" 

 
Text: Katherine K. Davis, 1892-1980, alt. 

Text © 1939, 1966 E.C. Schirmer Music Company 
 
POSTLUDE 
 
 
 
 
 

+   +   + 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Interment and luncheon following the service at Westlawn-Hillcrest 
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reserved.  Evangelical Lutheran Worship ©2006 Augsburg Fortress. All Creations Sings ©2020 Augsburg Fortress, an imprint of 1517 
Media. Reprinted by permission under Augsburg Fortress Liturgies Annual License #26828.  

 
 



 
Orville William Knapp 
July 19, 1932— May 8, 2025 

 
 
Orville William Knapp, born July 19, 1932, passed away peacefully on May 8, 2025, aged 92.  
 

Born and raised on a farm near Madison, Nebraska, Orville was preceded in death by  
his brother Virgil and his parents Alfred and Ella Knapp. 

He is survived by Juliet (Rath) Knapp, his wife of 64 years, 
and by his five children and their families: Douglas & Nancy Knapp of York; 

Denise & Bob Bennett of Bellevue; Diane & Howard Coffin of Omaha; 
Darren & Leyda Knapp of Ames, IA; and Derek & Shannon Knapp of Washington, UT. 

 
Orville graduated from Madison High School in 1950 and served in the US Air Force 1952-1956 in the 
Security Service. He was stationed in Anchorage and Adak, Alaska, copying Morse code from Russian and 
Chinese radio intercepts. Following his time in the Air Force, he farmed with his father and studied at 
Northeast Technical Community College in Norfolk. 
 
Orville and his wife, Juliet, married on August 14, 1960. They raised their family on a farm outside Madison, 
attending St. John Lutheran Church, Green Garden precinct, where Orville was baptized, confirmed, and 
remained actively involved, holding leadership positions and singing in the choir. Upon retirement in 1994, 
Orville and Julie moved to a home near Fontenelle Forest in Bellevue, Nebraska. He stayed busy in retirement, 
working for several years as a handyman/landscaper for Prusha Nursery and in the winter months at 
Stolltenberg Farms. He also served as a groundskeeper at Offutt Air Force Base's Willow Lakes golf course. 
He volunteered with a number of organizations, including Kountze Memorial Lutheran Church Food Pantry, 
the Omaha Symphony, Joslyn Castle, the SAC Museum airplane restoration project, and the VA Institutional 
Review Board. He enjoyed singing in the Kountze church choir, in annual community performances of 
Handel's Messiah, and in the chorus for several Omaha Symphony Christmas productions. 
 
Orville was a beloved husband; a wonderful, fun father; a dear grandfather to Emily Coffin, Samuel Bennett, 
Megan Driewer, Alexa Kush, and Sabrina Saidpour; great-grandfather to Kale Jones, Talan Hager, Cayce 
Hager, and Addison Kush; and a good friend to many. He was a cheerful, funny, kind, wise and warm man 
with a rich, long life and a lasting legacy. 

 
 

PALL BEARERS 
Bob Bennett 
Howard Coffin 
Sam Bennett 
Austin Berg 
Rich Jeffrey 
Steve Schwarting 


