
Happy New Year! (Again?!?)
I know, I know –New Year’s happens on January 1st. Or, in 

the liturgical calendar, at the end of November/beginning 
of December with Advent and the preparation for Christ’s 
birth. But for many of us whose lives or jobs still involve 
the school calendar, August can feel like the start of the 
new year too! A new year comes with excitement. I love 
shopping for school supplies, picking out a new planner or 
calendar, watching the weather turn a little cooler (we can 
hope?), and feeling the joy of possibilities laid out in front 
of me. What will this new season bring? What new friends 
will be made? What new activities will I get to experience 
and perhaps learn to love? What new things will I learn 
about or how to do? I hope that you too – even if your years 
of being in school or preparing kids for school are long 
past. In this life there are *always* new things to learn, 
new people to meet, new adventures to go on! 

This month we – the Council and Call Committee – get 
to introduce you to someone new. Someone who I suspect 
might, over time, grow familiar and important to us at 
Kountze Memorial: a candidate to be our new Associate 
on the pastoral team, Deacon Eric Haitz. (If you haven’t 
already, look further in this newsletter for his biography, 
photo of him and his family, and information about when 
you can come and meet him in person in the next few 
weeks!) And to be transparent, I’m already starting to 
dream – the way I have often done in late July/early 
August – about what the year ahead might hold. I might 
ϐinally have time to lead a bible study and start a book club! 
What cool new things might our youth ministry plan for 
this year?! What might Advent look like this year?  

I also keep forgetting – and then remembering – that I 
have another task ahead of me this month; another new 
beginning, that comes with a lot of anxiety and unknowns. I 
have to… get to… help my daughter pack and move into her 
freshman dorm room at college. She is counting down the 
days – me, not so much. I am anxious. For her. (Of course – 
all for her!) Is she ready? Will she be able to navigate this 
new life stage? Have we given her all that she needs to be 
successful *on her own*?!? Will people treat her kindly and 

help her when she needs it? An acquaintance, with kids 
mostly older than mine, shared this wisdom (paraphrased 
in my own words): Let go. It’s time. Ready or not, they 
are (mostly) in charge of their lives now. And there is 
joy and freedom in shifting to a new role as cheerleader 
and bystander. It’s okay – let go and let them wow you 
with how much they can do. She told the story of helping 
her eldest move into her freshman dorm – and spending 
several hot hours with her daughter's roommate’s mother 
arranging the furniture and making their beds and getting 
everything set up, just so. Only to learn later that within 
hours of them leaving campus – the girls had rearranged it 
all. 

I share this because I think there are parallels for us 
in the church world. A new year, a new beginning, new 
members, new staff, new opportunities – it’s all very 
exciting. And, we can acknowledge, perhaps a little 
anxious too. What if the new people don’t do things 
the way we’ve always done them? What if the new 
opportunities elbow out the beloved traditions and 
habits we’ve come to lean on? What if newness is… 
uncomfortable, different, WRONG?!

So – while we’re still in the dating and honeymoon 
phase… While the new year is still shiny and exciting and 
full of possibilities… let me just take a gentle minute to 
remind us, together: it’s going to be okay. It’s going to be 
better than okay – it’s going to be wonderful, and full of 
God’s best gifts! And, at times, it will deϐinitely feel weird 
and uncomfortable. But it’s okay – letting go is hard, and it 
frees us to welcome the new. In fact, in order to welcome 
the next thing that God has for us, we have to always 
practice letting go. But the more we practice, the more 
we ϐind the joy and freedom there is on the other side. It 
turns out, other people can do those things we’ve always 
done ourselves. And sometimes even do them better. And 
in letting go we’re freed to try new things, step up to new 
opportunities, grow into new stages of faith. 

So embrace both the excitement and the invitation of 
this new year – and practice emptying your hands, letting 
go of your expectations, and turning with hope towards 
God. Because one thing I know for sure – God has great 
things for us ahead. (Now, go read about Deacon Eric!)
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Worship Times
Holy Communion is offered weekly at all three weekend liturgies which use 

resources from Evangelical Lutheran Worship:
Saturdays at 5:00 PM; Sundays at 9:00 and 11:00 AM
The 9:00 AM liturgy is broadcast on Cox Cable Channel 13 and is also live-

streamed and archived on our website (www.kmlchurch.org). The Sunday 
bulletin is available on our website.

Nursery care is provided on Sunday mornings from 8:45 AM until 12:00 PM 
as well as other Occasional Special Church Services.

A brief, spoken Eucharist is offered on Wednesdays from 12:15 - 12:45 PM in 
the Rotunda. During Advent and Lent these services are in the Sanctuary.

Photo by Jake Madison

In this issue...
• Associate Pastoral Team Member 

Candidate's Bio
• Backpacks & School Supplies
• Blessing of Backpacks
• Book Group
• Conϐirmation Orientation
• Dinners for Eight(ish)
• Funeral Lunch Sign Up
• Happy New Year!
• Meat Deacon Eric & Family
• Men’s Lunch
• New Member Class
• Rally Sunday
• Summer Service Days
• Sunday School Volunteers
• Youth Ministry Director

Altar Flowers, Eternal Candle, TV Broadcast
You can help us beautify the altar at Kountze or sponsor 

a television broadcast if you wish. This is a simple and 
meaningful way to honor a loved one who has passed 
away, celebrate a special anniversary or milestone, or can 
be given in thanksgiving for friends or family. Their names 
will appear in the church bulletin on the weekend you 
select.

Altar Flowers are provided by Janousek Florist and the 
cost is $20 a bouquet. The Eternal Candle is $7.50. The 
television broadcast is $220 per week. 

You can sign up for a date to provide ϐlowers, eternal 
candle, and/or our television broadcast by signing up in 
the Narthex, calling the church ofϐice, going online to our 
giving page, or placing a check in the mail or offering plate 
marked ϐlowers, candle, or TV ministry. Please let us know 
if it is in honor/memory/celebration of someone. Thanks.

Children in Worship
We believe that all are welcome in worship and 

encourage families to worship together. Activity bags, 
children’s bibles, 
and bulletins are 
available. We also 
have a room, just 
off the west side of 
the main sanctuary, 
that includes a TV 
and a variety of toys, 
games, and books 
for young children.

Worship with us on TV 
or via Internet Livestream

Our 9:00 AM worship 
service is broadcast 
live on television 
every Sunday on Cox 
Channel 13. You can 
also livestream the 
service right from your 
computer on our church 

website. Go to www.kmlchurch.org and click on the 
Livestreaming link on the Worship Tab. We encourage 
you to worship with us via television or Internet as you 
are able.
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Exciting News!
After a process of interviews, prayer, and discernment, 

the Call Committee and Church Council are thrilled to 
recommend Deacon Eric Haitz as our new Associate 
pastoral team member. 

Deacon Eric will join us the weekend of August 9–10 to 
preach during worship, share in a Saturday potluck, and 
lead Sunday’s Forum. This is an opportunity for you to get 
to know him and to prayerfully consider calling him to serve 
with us in ministry. Read more information about Deacon 
Eric in his bio below. Feel free to speak with members of the 
Call Committee or Council about what excites them about 
his potential ministry here at Kountze Memorial. 

Please mark your calendar for Sunday, August 17, when 
the congregation will vote on whether to extend a call to 
Deacon Eric during our Annual Election Meeting. Deacon 
Eric's Bio follows.

Deacon Eric's Bio
Deacon Eric Haitz (pronounced "Heights") holds an 

Associate of Applied Science degree from Western Iowa 
Tech and a Master of Arts in Diaconal Ministry from 
Wartburg Theological Seminary. A rostered Minister of 
Word and Service (Deacon) in the ELCA, Eric currently 
serves as Director for Evangelical Mission in the Western 
Iowa Synod, where he supports congregations in renewal, 
redevelopment, grant work, and outreach—especially in 
rural and under-resourced communities.

Eric previously served as the synod’s Communications 
Director, helping expand digital engagement and strengthen 
congregational storytelling. Prior to that, he worked at 
Wartburg Seminary as Associate Director for Admissions, 
guiding prospective students in vocational discernment 
and theological formation. He is also a frequent preacher, 
worship leader, and musician, serving across the synod in 
both word and song.

Before entering ministry, Eric worked for 17 years as a        

musical instrument repair technician with Omaha Public 
Schools and Ray’s Midbell Music in Sioux City, IA. That 
work shaped his attention to detail, collaborative spirit, and 
hands-on approach to leadership.

Eric is passionate about building inclusive, authentic 
communities of faith. His ministry includes work in disaster 
response, youth leadership, new ministries, disability 
inclusion, and LGBTQIA+ welcome. His diaconal call is 
grounded in the question: Who doesn’t have a voice at the 
table—and how can we make room?

Originally from Sioux City, Eric now lives in Council Bluffs, 
Iowa, with his wife Rhonda, a program lead at UNMC. They 
are parents 
to Tucker 
(17), a high 
school 
senior and 
STEM/golf 
enthusiast, 
and Ella 
(19), a 
Thomas 
Jefferson 
high 
school 
graduate with Down Syndrome who works at CHI Mercy 
Hospital in Council Bluffs. Together, their family advocates 
for accessibility and belonging, especially within the church.

Deacon Eric is a hopeful, collaborative leader who 
thrives where faith, humor, and justice meet—and where 
there’s always a table, a cup of coffee, and space for honest 
conversation.

10:10 - 10:50 AM 
Join us Sunday Mornings in the 

Fellowship Hall.

 Aug. 3: Gretchen Ahrens, Director of Youth and Justice 
Ministry, Nebraska Synod

Aug. 10:  Candidate Meet & Greet
 Aug. 17:  Annual Meeting 
 Aug. 24: Report on Churchwide Assembly
 Aug. 31:  Fellowship (Labor Day Weekend) 

Fall New Member Classes
September 14 & 21
10:15 AM

Considering membership at Kountze 
Memorial? Join us for our upcoming 
new member classes and learn more 
about becoming part of our church 
family. Both sessions are important, 

so please plan to attend each one. New members will be 
received during worship on Sunday, September 28.

If you have questions or would like to sign up, contact 
the church ofϐice at 402-341-7761 or info@kmlchurch.
org. We’re excited to get to know you! In the meantime, 
you’re invited to worship with us and join in any activities 
that interest you.
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Kountze Food Pantry 

Food insecurity is growing in our 
community while food resources to feed 
the hungry are dwindling rapidly.  This 
is evidenced by the growing number 
of guests visiting our food pantry each 

Monday and Friday. Guests 
that shop at our pantry are 

both young and old and from all walks of life.  They all 
have stories to share.  Please help in making their stories 
happier by helping to provide them with the food they 
need to be healthy.  The pantry is currently in need of 
canned meats, pastas and fruits.  Also, if your garden is 
producing more than you care to enjoy at home, please 
consider donating it to the pantry as well.  If you need 
assistance brining in donations please feel free to contact 
Toby Rees at 402-979-1425.

We look forward to seeing you at the Love Thy Neighbor 
Food Pantry soon!

Join us this summer by using this link to sign up. 
 https://tinyurl.com/uausdddp/

September Good News
Tuesday, August 26
9 AM

We’re gathering a group of volunteers to help collate the 
September Good News—and we’d love for you to join us! 
It’s a fun and easy way to serve, catch up with friends, and 
enjoy a tasty lunch.

If you’re able to lend a hand, please call the church ofϐice 
(402-341-7761) by Monday, August 25 to sign up so we 
can keep you in the loop in case the schedule changes.
Thank you for helping us share the Good News with our 
church family!

Funeral Lunches
Now Using Sign Up Genius

We’re moving away from having 
to make dozens of phone calls 
and making it easier to get the 
help needed for funeral lunches 
by asking people to schedule themselves using Sign Up 
Genius.

When a funeral is scheduled, Pat Studts will email the 
group with the name of the deceased, along with the date 
and time of the service. The email will include a link to 
sign up to bring a side dish, dessert, to volunteer your 
time, or whatever else is needed for a particular funeral. 
You’ll be able to see exactly what is needed, and once all 
slots are ϐilled, that section will close automatically.

Everyone who was previously on the call list has already 
been added to the email list. If would like to be added to 
the list, please contact Pat Studts or the church ofϐice and 
we'll send you an email link to get started. Thank you for 
your support of this important ministry!

Food Pantry Report
(1/1/2025 - 6/30/2025)

Income: May June
Grants $ -  $ -
Donations: $ 22,247.28 $ 24,327.36
Memorials $ 25.00 $ 25.00

 $ 22,272.28 $  24,352.36 

Expenses:
Grant Expense $ -  $ -

  Regular Expenses
Family Fare $ 717.25 $ 717.25
Other $ 11,411.14 $ 11,586.36

 $ 12,128.39 $ 12,303.61

Balance $ 10,143.89 $ 12,048.75

Wednesday, August 13
9:00 AM

Our Sewing Group gets 
together on the second 
Wednesday of each month 
to sew quilt tops, attach 

backing and binding, and to tie quilts. The quilts are given 
to Lutheran World Relief, to our high school graduates 
and to Carol Joy Holliing Camp for their Annual Quilt 
Auction.

Quilting expertise is not necessary. If you can tie your 
shoes, you can tie a quilt. Come and join the group this 
summer!
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                  May 20, 2025

The agenda and minutes of the KMLC Congregational 
council meeting held on April 18, 2025, were approved as 
presented. The ϐinancial report was approved.
OLD BUSINESS

Pastor Wynard reported that a Memorial Committee will 
be established with 5-6 people serving. Tim Backora, as the 
Finance Committee Chair, will be on this committee.

Pastor Lucy and Toby Rees are working on assembling 
a Stewardship Committee. Ruth Henneman and Jennifer 
Bunge volunteered to serve.
NEW BUSINESS

The following individuals are ending their term on the 
Council in August and will not be running for another term: 
Tina Broekemeier, Jerry Fischer, and Jacob Rump. Tina 
Broekemeier and Jerry Fischer will be a part of the Council 
Nominating Committee. 

A Youth Director search committee has been established. 
Serving on this committee are Pastor Wynard, Jerry 
Fischer, Tina Broekemeier, Tim Backora, Ann Miller, Ashley 
Sum, and Tarna Kidder. The search committee will be 
tasked with reviewing and updating the job description, 
distributing it to various colleges, etc., as a part of the 
process of hiring a Youth Director. 

The Associate Pastor search is still ongoing. 
Kate McCoy read a message from Mike Jensen that states: 

On April 28, 2025, the Endowment Board approved the 
renaming of the Kountze Endowment True Vision, LLC to 
the KMLC Real Estate Holding, LLC. This change does not 
require a Council vote to approve the change; however, 
the Endowment Board is requesting the Church Council to 
approve this change request as presented. The previous 
name was confusing to many individuals. Discussion 
followed. The Council agreed to the naming change as 
proposed. 
STAFF REPORTS

Pastor Wynard’s report was reviewed and discussed. 
The Love Thy Neighbor Food Pantry director position was 
discussed in great detail.

Kristin Boe will lead the summer Youth Trip. She will 
also lead a group of youth on Service Fridays during the 
summer for middle school students who will volunteer in 
various ways in activities that Kountze is involved in.

The next conϐirmation class will kick off the year with 
service at the pantry and an overnight lock-in.

COMMITTEE & BOARD REPORTS
Membership Committee: The new member class 

presented ϐive new members on May 18, 2025.
Community Engagement:  It was suggested that the 

committees under Community Engagement be reviewed at 
the retreat in the fall. 

Other: The library is under the Membership Committee.
The Memorial Committee will be under Finance.
Close to paying off the construction loan. There are still 

some naming opportunities for KOCCOC. 
Scott and Ruth Henneman, Jane and Ralph Ross, Mia 

Valquier, Toby and Eric Rees, and Pastor Wynard will 
attend the Synod Assembly in Kearney.

The September Council Retreat will be discussed at the 
next meeting.

The meeting adjourned at 7:37 PM with the Lord’s 
Prayer. The next meeting will be held on June 17, 2025, at 
6:00 PM.

June 17, 2025
The agenda and minutes of the KMLC Congregational 

Council Meeting held on May 20, 2025 was approved as 
presented.

Old Business:
Nomination committee – Pastor Wynard suggested 

reading through and making amendments to the 
constitution in the future regarding committees and the 
endowment fund. 

A draft of the job description for youth director position 
has been created. Pastor Wynard had some discussions at 
Synod Assembly and some ideas for people who may be 
interested. 

The call committee is interviewing a candidate on 
Thursday.

New Business: 
The upcoming Council Retreat was discussed. Potential 

dates are September 6, 13, or October 4. A discussion 
regarding the goals of the retreat was. It was suggested that 
the retreat potentially include staff members as they have 
insight on the endowment, clinic, pantry, etc. 

Fall New Member Classes: September 14 and 21. They 
will be received on the 28th. 

Kountze Commons shared cell phone plan – it is 
necessary to have phone numbers to give out that are 
not personal cell numbers. Toby is researching the cost 
and options and will provide a proposal to the ϐinance 
committee. 

Computer upgrades: there was extra money in the Media 
and Technology fund and it was necessary to conduct 

Continued on page 6
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Council Notes, June 17 continued from page 5

Dinners for Eight(ish)
September, October, & November
Sign up by Monday, August 25

Get to know others in the congregation over 3 dinners for 3 months in groups of eight(ish).
• Meet each month for a meal in September, October, and November.
• Consider meeting for lunch instead of dinner!
• Enjoy a meal and conversation with one another.
• Singles, couples, you and a plus 1 - all are welcome!
• Sign up at the Welcome Desk or call the church ofϐice by Monday, August 25.
See you around the table!
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Pastoral Acts 
May 16, 2025 - July 15, 2025

Baptisms: 
Calvin Christopher McEwin, May 18
Olive Victoria Nicolle Hage, May 18
Alexa Margaret Adolf, June 29
Leandro Maximus Vazquez, July 6

Marriages: 
Leslie Perez & Sam Manganaro, 
   May 17
Tiffany Dohman & Jennifer Hellwig, 
   June 20
Aundrea Grundman & Lenny Renken,
   July 5

Funerals
Orville William Knapp, May 16
Brian L. Miller, May 20
Sharon K Waller, May 30
Mary Ann Martens, July 11

If You are Hospitalized...

If you or someone you know is ill or 
hospitalized, please be sure to let the 

church ofϐice know
at 402-341-7761 or e-mail info@

kmlchurch. org. 

Cards with Friends
Thursday, September 4
2:00 PM                               

The group will be taking a break over the summer due to 
vacations, etc. We'll pick up again on September 4. Have a 
great summer and we'll see you in September!

Everyone is welcome—make plans now to come be part of the fun!

Help Deliver Altar Flowers 
to the Sick & Homebound

After the 11:00 AM service 
on Sundays, donated altar 
ϐlower bouquets can be taken to 
hospitalized members, nursing 
homes, or care centers. This is a 
great way to brighten someone’s day 
and to grow friendships! 

If you are at the 11:00 AM service 
and know of someone who would 
like to be remembered in this way, 
please take one of the bouquets 
to them. If you attended another 
service but would like to deliver 
ϐlowers, please call the church ofϐice 
on Monday to see if they are still 
available.

Your help is appreciated!

Men’s Lunch
Thursday, August 21
11:30 AM
Suggested Donation: $10

Please RSVP by Tuesday, August 19. Call the 
church ofϐice, sign up at the Welcome Desk, or 
email Jim at jim@kmlchurch.org to let us know you’re coming.

KMLC Book Group
Sunday, Aug. 10
The Heaven and Earth Grocery Store by James McBride
12:15 PM
Fellowship Lounge

James McBride is a Pulitzer Prize winning author, musician, 
and screen writer.  His best selling novel, "The Color Of Water", 
was published in 1996, and is homage to his Jewish mother.  He 
was awarded the National Humanitarian Medal by President 
Obama in 2015 for "humanizing the complexities of discussing 
race in America".

The Heaven and Earth Grocery Store is a novel of literary 
and historical ϐiction, and mystery.  It is set in Pottstown, 
Pa., in 1972 when a skeleton is discovered at the local water 

reservoir.   There is a Jewish mezuzah found with the skeleton.  The question 
is who was the body and why the mezuzah?  Then the novel goes back to the 
1930's and characters that live in Chicken Hill area which is inhabitated with 
less fortunate Blacks, Jewish, and immigrant residents, and borders a  wealthy 
White community.  From here the novel gets interesting as many characters 
are introduced including Moshe and Chona, owners of the grocery store who 
shelter an abandoned Black boy who is being sought by the State to place 
him in an institution.  The community comes together to protect, Dodo, and 
simultaneously restore water to the community.   The book is of love, romance, 
social justice,,and depicts how communities  come together to help each other 
and care about their  neighbors.  Readers of the book will laugh and cry and 
gain satisfaction  and renewed  faith in humanity.

Join us for a fun discussion about this popular book  among book groups.
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Summer Service Days
2025/26 7th, 8th & 9th Graders
Fridays, through August 8
8 AM - 4 PM

This summer, students going into 
grades 7, 8, and 9, have been invited to participate in 
service projects within our church and community. Thank 
you to the Junior High youth that have participated in 
Service Fridays so far. Several students have organized, 
cleaned, and decorated various areas of the church, 
focusing on the Upper Rooms. In addition, they have also 
made meals for the YES House, designed backpack tags 
for the Blessing of the Backpacks, and provided fellowship 
with the residents of deFreese manner. Your service to the 
community is greatly ppreciated!

There are still two weeks left in August, so don't miss out 
on the fun! There is a sign up sheet in the Fellowship Hall 
or contact Kristin Boe at kristin@kmlchurch.org with any 
questions.

Backpacks and School Supplies
Sunday, August 3
10:10 AM

The Sunday School students will 
be packing new backpacks full of 
school supplies to provide to our school aged pantry 
guests. Please bring school supplies (notebooks, crayons, 
pencils, folders, erasers, markers, glue, pencils cases, and 
backpacks) to church by August 3rd. There is a donation 
box in the Fellowship Hall for your donations. Thank you 
for supporting this important ministry.

August 16, 5 PM
August 17, 9 & 11 AM

All students, teachers, professors, 
Sunday school volunteers, and 

support staff are invited to bring their school bags 
to church and receive a blessing for an educational, 
productive, and safe school year.

Rally Sunday
Sunday, September 7

Help us kick off the 2025/2026 Sunday 
School year. All students are invited to 
join us at the 9 AM service and then join 
us in proceeding out of the church and 
into the Fellowship Hall. The students 
will receive blessings for the upcoming 
year of Faith Formation. In addition to celebrating the 

upcoming school year.
We will be presenting a video, songs, and testimonies of 

the various projects the students undertook this summer. 
Come join the fun!

We need your support! The 
Sunday School department is 
in need of leadership for the 
2025/2026 school year. Each 

classroom requires a teacher and assistant. All lessons are 
scripted and materials are provided. If you can help, please 
sign up at:

https://tinyurl.com/3yvhh3fy
or email Kristin Boe at kristin@kmlchurch.org with 

questions or a link to sign up. Thank you for your 
consideration.

We’re Looking for a Part-time 
Youth Ministry Director

Are you called to inspire the 
next generation of faith at Kountze 
Memorial?
Position Details:

• 15–20 hours/week
• $20,000–$25,000 salary (based 

on experience)
• In-person Sundays plus ϐlexible remote planning
• Start Fall 2025

Responsibilities Include:
• Lead Sunday Youth Forum (Sept–May)
• Plan mission trips, retreats, service & social events
• Engage with Synod & camp programs
• Recruit & equip volunteers
• Communicate via newsletter & social media

We’re Looking For Someone Who:
• Connects deeply with faith & youth
• Is creative, organized, tech-savvy
• Communicates well and builds relationships
• Loves teens, teamwork, and church life

Interested? Request a job description for more 
information and submit a letter of interest, resume, and 
three references to the church ofϐice if you’re interested. 
If you know someone who may be interested, please have 
them contact the church ofϐice.
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July 6 -12, 2025 
Nashville, TN

Kristin Boe and six youth from Kountze Memorial left 
for Nashville Sunday morning, July 6. The Nebraska Synod 
Journey is a week-long experience for youth who have 
completed grades 8-12. The 2025 Journey to Nashville 
featured service learning throughout the Nashville area, 
worship, fellowship, and other activities. A fun, productive 
time was had by all. See photos below and to the right.

Confirmation Orientation (& Meal)
August 27, 2025
6 PM
St. Timothy's Lutheran Church (93rd & Dodge)
Grades 7 & 8

Do you have a student who will be in 7th or 8th grade 
this fall? We are once again partnering with St. Timothy's, 
Lord of Love, and Luther Memorial Lutheran Churches for 
Conϐirmation on Wednesday nights from 6-7:15 PM. Mark 
your calendars!:

Our Conϐirmation programming kicks 
off with an orientatation Meeting & 
Meal for both students and their adults 
at St. Timothy's on August 27 at 6 PM 
AND... a lock-in and service night here at 
Kountze, September 5-6. Watch for more 
information in your email and mailbox. 
Please let the church ofϐice or Pastor Lucy know if you 
have a student who should be included, or if you have any 
questions.
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August 1 Friday
8:00 AM Summer Service Day
5:00 PM Pantry

August 2 Saturday
Homebound Communion
5:00 PM Worship

August 3 Sunday
Pentecost 8
Homebound Communion
9:00 AM & 11:00 AM Worship
9:00 AM Nursery (0-2 yrs)
9:30 AM Kountze Café - Breakfast
10:10 AM Adult Forum
10:10 AM Packing Backpacks

August 4 Monday
10:00 AM Pantry

August 5 Tuesday
9:00 AM Staff Meeting

August 6 Wednesday
12:15 PM Worship
6:00 PM Handbell Rehearsal

August 7 Thursday
4:00 PM Healing Gift Free Clinic
7:00 PM Youth Committee

August 8 Friday
8:00 AM Summer Service Day 
5:00 PM Pantry

August 9 Saturday
5:00 PM Worship
6:00 PM Candidate Meet & Greet 

Potluck
August 10 Sunday

Pentecost 9
9:00 AM & 11:00 AM Worship
9:00 AM Nursery (0-2 yrs)
9:30 AM Kountze Café - Breakfast
10:10 AM Candidate Meet & Greet
12:15 PM Book Group

August 11 Monday
10:00 AM Pantry
11:30 AM Endowment Board

August 12 Tuesday
9:00 AM Staff Meeting

August 13 Wednesday
9:00 AM Sewing Group
12:15 PM Worship
1:00 PM Devotions @ deFreese 

Manor
4:00 PM Executive Committee

August 14 Thursday
Council Reports Due
9:30 AM WELCA Board
11:30 AM Property Committee
4:00 PM Healing Gift Free Clinic

August 15 Friday
Good News Deadline
5:00 PM Pantry

August 16 Saturday
Blessing of Backpacks
5:00 PM Worship

August 17 Sunday
Pentecost 10
Blessing of Backpacks
9:00 AM & 11:00 AM Worship
9:00 AM Nursery (0-2 yrs)
9:30 AM Kountze Café - Breakfast
10:10 AM Adult Forum - 

Congregational Meeting - 
Candidate Vote

August 18 Monday
10:00 AM Pantry

August 19 Tuesday
9:00 AM Staff Meeting
1:00 PM Prayer Shawl Group
6:00 PM Congregation Council

August 20 Wednesday
12:15 PM Worship

August 21 Thursday
11:30 AM Men's Lunch
4:00 PM Healing Gift Free Clinic
6:00 PM Circle 5

August 22 Friday
5:00 PM Pantry

August 23 Saturday
5:00 PM Worship

August 24 Sunday
Pentecost 11
9:00 AM & 11:00 AM Worship
9:00 AM Nursery (0-2 yrs)
9:30 AM Kountze Café - Breakfast
10:10 AM Adult Forum
5:00 PM Back to School Kickoff       

(gr 7-12)
August 25 Monday

10:00 AM Pantry
August 26 Tuesday

9:00 AM Staff Meeting
9:00 AM Good News Assembly
12:30 PM Circle 3

August 27 Wednesday
12:15 PM Worship
6:00 PM Conϐirmation Orientation @ 

St. Timothy's
August 28 Thursday

1:00 PM Circle 4
4:00 PM Healing Gift Free Clinic

August 29 Friday
5:00 PM Pantry

August 30 Saturday
5:00 PM Worship

August 31 Sunday
Pentecost 12
9:00 AM & 11:00 AM Worship
9:00 AM Nursery (0-2 yrs)
9:30 AM Kountze Café - Breakfast
10:10 AM Adult Forum

Schedule a time to 
meet with Pastor Lucy by 
following                    the link 
or QR Code to the right... 

https://
calendly.

com/pastor-
lucy/45min
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1. Joe Councill, Juan Enriquez, Owen 
Johnson

2. Kimberly Brunk, Jim Hansen, Scott 
Henneman, Barrett Hinrichs, Susan 
Hinrichs, Diane Nickeson-Ray, Ruth Pera

3. Michele Bang, Julia Maaske, Gail Marcum, 
Matthew Martens, Lillian O'Kane

4. Donna Nimerichter, Shawn Peterson, 
Zachary Phillips, Terri Rohmeyer

5. Carrie Albers, Jason Brunk, Linda 
Comfort, Sarah Enriquez, Janice Gleason, 
Gary Moller, Laci Mulick, Peggy Ricks

6. Ellen Day, Candace Edris, Laura Klein
7. Debbie Bogue, Robert Grinnell, Sara Harvey, Harrison 

Weddell, Kay Wise
8. Stanley Bladt, Betty Callies, Bev Falk, Sonya Hamaker, 

Jared Jensen, Tarna Kidder, Ron Muchmore, Nancy 
Tunzer

9. Jared Clanton, Emily Hagge, Joshua Headley, Sally 
Linquist, David Nelson

10. Jessica Arze, John Askew, Jinette Cswercko, Deb 
Hinrichs, Jodee Horacek, Maria Watts, Franklin Yates

11. Phyllis Gibson, Riley Heimes, Molly Hosch-Hill, Noelle 
Phelps, Dale Spier, Amy Studts, Samantha Waller

12. Susan Darr, Bill McKeeman, Diane Powell
13. Duane Henneman, Timaree Henneman, Vonn Milks, 

Kimberly Nelson, Vickie Soukup, Evonne Williams
14. Jennifer Bunge, Gretchen Engelkamp, Anna Muller, 

Nichole Nelson, Rachel Thokala, William Tunzer

15. Emily Kirkvold
16. Jill Bruckner, Alexa Geiger, George Hansen, Dianne 

Rosenthal, Zane Schramm
17. Charles Darr, Paul Morrow, Angelia Reimers, Jody Stier, 

Jillian Wachal
18. Rain Bigϐire, Sherri Hannon, Kyle Nelson, Richard 

Nelson, Jakob Steffen
19. Ainsley Christensen, Jessica Fajen, Brian Hadϐield, Tara 

Whitley
20. Tate Beller, Mark Hansen, Douglas Holoubek, Gordon 

Jensen, Emma Maaske, Linda Nord, Taryn Nord, 
Rosemarie Smith, Sheila Valquier

21. Ryder Dixon, Melinda Kant, Steve Kirkvold, Lex Lotz
22. Lindsay Sadlemyer, Traci Stephens
23. Steven Hansen, Clara Kidder, Ann Miller
24. Ally Beller, Brenda Kocourek
25. Anthony Bonacci, Kelly Hinrichs
26. Stephanie Christensen, Elliott Jacobson, Chris Link, 

Sue Toelle
27. Trish Daffer, Laura Gardner
28. Katherine Allyn, James Anderson, Arron Copeland, 

Maisy Fletcher, Garett Goldsberry, Gloria Ruesch
29. Lydia Baum, Taylor Dixon, Janice Falk, Diane Jones, 

Jodi Winther
30. Larry Allison
31. JD Hoogestraat, Bill Poulsen, Colleen R Lenners, Ken 

Wise

Kountze Commons Mortgage Update
Loan Balance 5/1 .........................$711,445.15 6/1 .............................. $707,905.19
Principal Payment 6/1 .................... $3,539.96 7/1 ....................................$3,373.33
Interest Payment 6/1 ...................... $2,165.04 7/1 ....................................$2,331.67
Balance 6/1 ....................................$707,905.19 7/1 .............................. $704,531.86

Finances: May & June, 2025
 May June Year-to-Date

Total General Fund
Income:   $ 72,882.99 $ 61,506.28 $ 531,401.01
Expenses: 
 Mission Support: $ 5,833.31 $ 5,833.31 $  34,999.96 
 Faith Formation:  $ 341.24 $ 3,151.86 $  5,909.89
 Facility Costs:  $ 9,844.84 $ 18,031.09 $  107,584.12
 Staff Comp. & Beneϐits:  $ 53,534.28 $ 52,014.92 $ 313,744.21
 Worship & Music:  $ 4,399.32 $ 1,004.40 $  35,887.96
 Ofϐice & Administration:  $ 4,316.67 $ 6,866.76 $  24,976.77
 Membership:  $ 1,558.63 $ 662.77 $  10,552.05`
 Finance: $ -0- $ -0- $  -0-
 Leadership:  $ -0- $ 1,902.89 $  3,706.95
 Justice & Mercy Ministry: $ -0-  $ -0-  $  -0- 

Total Expenses:  $ 79,828.29 $ 89,468.00 $ 537,361.91
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Kountze Memorial Lutheran Church 
2650 Farnam St
Omaha, NE  68131-3616
Phone:  402-341-7761
Fax:  402-341-4841
E-mail: info@kmlchurch.org 
Web: www.kmlchurch.org 

Rev. Lucy Wynard, Senior Pastor
Rev. H. Ashley Hall, Ph.D., Associate Pastor 

Worship Times
Saturday at 5:00 PM
Sunday at 9:00 & 11:00 AM
Wednesday at 12:15 PM
The 9:00 AM Sunday service is 

televised live on Cox channel 13 and  live 
streamed on our website at https://www.
kmlchurch.org/live-streaming/ (you may 
watch the live-stream any time)

A bulletin is available on our website 
at https://www.kmlchurch.org/bulletin-
announcements/

Rev. Bridget Gautieri

https://tinyurl.com/42ntv5wu

Newsletters from Those Serving in Mission
Kaitylynne Larson, seminarian and Dr. Stephen & Jodi Swanson amd Rev/ Brodget Gaitoero, serving in mission are in 

our prayers each week. Use the links below to read their newsletters.

Kaitlynne Larson

https://tinyurl.com/35t8mp7z

Dr. Stephen & Jodi Swanson

https://tinyurl.com/4dmm3zbh


