
I am excited. We have a new rostered minister joining 
our team – Deacon Eric Haitz begins his ministry among 
and alongside us this month. We have a new group of 
Conϐirmation students who have just begun “bible year” 
when we learn about the story of God through Scripture. 
Sunday School Director Kristin Boe excitedly texted me 
the end of this week that we have all our Sunday School 
teaching and assisting slots ϐilled through November. Our 
new Council members will join us for their ϐirst meeting 
this month. The calendar is full of activities – from the 
Church Picnic and Blood Drive, to hosting the Saint Francis 
joint service with Trinity Episcopal, to a fall concert of the 
Lincoln Lutheran Choir, to Interfaith Thanksgiving, the 
Thanksgiving meal at St. Peters, Advent… it’s all coming 
fast and furious, but it’s all evidence of God’s work among 
us and through us. I’m excited!   

But I never want to simply rest on our laurels, or – 
worse – become focused so much on the programming 
and numbers (how many things are we doing, how many 
people are involved), that I lose sight of the real goal: 
glorifying God & sharing the Good News as we Worship +
Grow + Serve together. Whether it’s a season of busyness, 
or a season of rest, God is always inviting us into new 
things, and always so that we might see the Kingdom’s 
Good News spread and grow in and around us.

And we know that we can do more TOGETHER than we 
could as simply the sum of our individual efforts. That God 
has called us together, in fact, so that God might use each 
of our gifts to do some beautiful, amazing, grace-ϐilled 

things through us for the sake of our congregation, our 
community, and even the whole world. 

So this fall we are taking some time to ask ourselves – 
and YOU: What do you imagine we as Kountze Memorial 
Lutheran Church might do together in our congregation, 
our community, and our world? I know that’s a big and 
ambiguous question, and intentionally so – but start with 
this: what do you already celebrate that God is doing 
among us? Where do you see God at work? And what hope 
or imagination does that spark in you? 

We are literally going to ask you those questions. And 
collect the stories – because they help us together discern 
where God is headed and how we can follow. And we are 
excited to see where God leads us in the years ahead… 
together! So we hope you’ll participate – in the dreaming, 
in the joy, in the journey. For the sake of God and our 
neighbors. 

Praying for God’s wisdom, grace & love, 

KOUNTZE MEMORIAL LUTHERAN CHURCH

GOOD NEWS
Volume 45, Issue 9 October, 2025

Imaʔʖȸɏ… 
what together Kountze can do:

…in our cʝnʔȾegaʤiʝɚ!
…in our cʝmʛʦʜiʤɨ!

…in our wʝʁlɍ!
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Worship Times
Holy Communion is offered weekly at all three weekend liturgies which use 

resources from Evangelical Lutheran Worship:
Saturdays at 5:00 PM; Sundays at 9:00 and 11:00 AM
The 9:00 AM liturgy is broadcast on Cox Cable Channel 13 and is also live-

streamed and archived on our website (www.kmlchurch.org). The Sunday 
bulletin is available on our website.

Nursery care is provided on Sunday mornings from 8:45 AM until 12:00 PM 
as well as other Occasional Special Church Services.

A brief, spoken Eucharist is offered on Wednesdays from 12:15 - 12:45 PM in 
the Rotunda. During Advent and Lent these services are in the Sanctuary.

Photo by Jake Madison

October Happenings...
• Bible Sunday
• Blessing of the Animals
• Cards with Friends
• Children’s Choir
• Conϐirmation
• First Communion
• Healing Gift Free Clinic
• KMLC Book Group
• Men’s Lunch - Octoberfest!
• St. Francis of Assisi, Service
• Sunday School
• World Day Against the Death 

Penalty Eucharist
• Young Adult Gathering
• Youth Fall Fellowship Event - Get 

to Know Deacon Eric!

Altar Flowers, Eternal Candle, TV Broadcast
You can help us beautify the altar at Kountze or sponsor 

a television broadcast if you wish. This is a simple and 
meaningful way to honor a loved one who has passed 
away, celebrate a special anniversary or milestone, or can 
be given in thanksgiving for friends or family. Their names 
will appear in the church bulletin on the weekend you 
select.

Altar Flowers are provided by Janousek Florist and the 
cost is $20 a bouquet. The Eternal Candle is $7.50. The 
television broadcast is $220 per week. 

You can sign up for a date to provide ϐlowers, eternal 
candle, and/or our television broadcast by signing up in 
the Narthex, calling the church ofϐice, going online to our 
giving page, or placing a check in the mail or offering plate 
marked ϐlowers, candle, or TV ministry. Please let us know 
if it is in honor/memory/celebration of someone. Thanks.

Children in Worship
We believe that all are welcome in worship and 

encourage families to worship together. Activity bags, 
children’s bibles, 
and bulletins are 
available. We also 
have a room, just 
off the west side of 
the main sanctuary, 
that includes a TV 
and a variety of toys, 
games, and books 
for young children.

Worship with us on TV 
or via Internet Livestream

Our 9:00 AM worship 
service is broadcast 
live on television 
every Sunday on Cox 
Channel 13. You can 
also livestream the 
service right from your 
computer on our church 

website. Go to www.kmlchurch.org and click on the 
Livestreaming link on the Worship Tab. We encourage 
you to worship with us via television or Internet as you 
are able.
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10:10 - 10:50 AM 
Join us Sunday Mornings in the 

Fellowship Hall.

Oct 5:   Imagine: Congregational Activities 
 Oct 12:  Magdalene Omaha (guest speaker); Imagine: 

Community 
 Oct 19:  Imagine: Community, cont. 
 Oct 26:  Reformation/Bible Sunday

St. Francis of Assisi, 
Peacemaker Service
Saturday, October 4
5 PM
Held at Kountze Memorial

Trinity’s annual Peacemaker 
Service on the Feast of St. Francis is a 
collaboration with Kountze Memorial. 
Join us as we pray for peace in our city, 
nation, and world. We will use the Eucharistic Prayer 
for Peace, written by Br. James Dowd and approved 
by Episcopal Bishop J. Scott Barker. Chris Tonniges of 
Lutheran Family Services will preach. The Cathedral and 
Kountze Choirs will sing together. A cookie reception will 
follow. 

Carol Joy Holling Camp Fall Events

Camp Classic Golf
October 3
11 AM

Fall Festival
October 4
All Ages

Fall Kinnect Retreat
November 1-2
Grades 4 & 5 + Adult

Mother-Daughter Retreat
November 15-16
Age 10-13 + Adult

Sunday, November 2
12:15
Fellowship Lounge

Grief is difϐicult and especially during the holidays. If 
you have lost a relative or close friend, this would be an 
opportunity to share that grief with others and share how 
we can move through that grief.

A light lunch will be served. Please call the church ofϐice 
at 402-341-7761 or sign up at the Welcome Desk to make 
a reservation.

Blessing of the Animals
Saturday, October 4
10:30 AM
St. Cecilia Cathedral
701 N 40th St

Cathedral will host an outdoor                                         
celebration of the feast of St. Francis                                     
of Assisi. Bring your pets (dogs on                                                                                                                             
a  leash, please) to the Cathedral                                             
front steps and join in this                                                                                                   
delightful event for all                                                              
creatures great and small.

• Music and socializing 10:30 AM
• Blessing at 11:00 AM
Come early and bring your pooch with you to the 

Pancake Breakfast!

World Day Against the Death Penalty 
Eucharist
Friday, October 10
7 – 8 PM
Trinity Episcopal Cathedral
113 N 18th Street, Omaha

Balancing the Scales invites us to attend 
World Day Against the Death Penalty 
Eucharist.

World Day Against the Death Penalty is celebrated 
each year on October 10 to support the call for the end 
of capital punishment. Episcopal Bishop Barker will 
preside at the Eucharist and Rev. Stephen Grifϐith, former 
executive director of Nebraskans for Alternatives to the 
Death Penalty and UMC minister, will serve as preacher. 
Light reception to follow.

Check out the Events page at nlom.org/events/ for more 
information. 

Did you know...
• In 2025, Carol Joy Holling Camp had 1,626 campers 

from nine different states over the summer?
• $208, 292 in ϐinancial aid was provided (54% of 

campers supported)?
• 6,237 sno cones were served?
• 1,719 marshmallows were roasted?
• 155 mud hikes and 428 trail rides were taken?
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Kountze Food Pantry 
Is your garden still producing and you 

are tired of preserving all those fruits 
and veggies?  Consider donating your 
fresh produce to our Pantry.  Previously, 
the Pantry received at least a pallet 
of fresh produce each week from the 

Foodbank of the Heartland.  
Now, we are not receiving 

any, which means your green thumb could help out our 
Pantry guests.  Also,  please consider donating food, 
beverages and hygiene products.  Food items that are 
always in great demand are canned fruits, vegetables, chili 
beans, pasta, pasta sauce, cereal, and soup.  Hygiene items 
such as body wash, soap, toothpaste, deodorant, shampoo, 
and razors are always helpful.

If you would like to donate monetarily or need 
assistance getting your donation to the pantry please 
reach out to Toby Rees at 402.979.1425 or toby@
kmlchurch.org. 

If you would like to donate your time and skills please 
sign up using this link. 

https://tinyurl.com/uausdddp/
If you have questions please feel free to reach out to 

Toby or any of the Pantry Board Members.   Thank you for 
considering this important mission of our congregation.  

Food Pantry Report
1/1/2025 - 8/31/2025

Income:
Grants $ -0-
Donations $ 33,993.82
Memorials $ 25.00

 $    34,018.82
Expenses:
Grant Expense $ -0- 

Regular Expenses 
  Family Fare $ 717.25
  MUD $ 242.71
 Other $ 16,138.04
 $    17,098.00

Balance $ 16,920.82

Help Us Collate the November Good News
Tuesday, October 28
9 AM

Come be part of the crew that 
puts together the Good News! It’s a simple way to serve—
and a great way to catch up with church friends and enjoy 
a delicious lunch while you’re at it.

If you can join us, give the church ofϐice a call at 402-
341-7761 by Friday, October 24. That way we can let you 
know if anything changes.

Thanks for helping us get the Good News out.

Wednesday, October 8
9 AM

Our Sewing Group gets 
together on the second 
Wednesday of each month 
to sew quilt tops, attach 

backing and binding, and to tie quilts. The quilts are given 
to Lutheran World Relief*, to our high school graduates 
and to Carol Joy Holliing Camp for their Annual Quilt 
Auction.

Quilting expertise is not necessary. If you can tie your 
shoes, you can tie a quilt. This is the last time we'll 
get together before the quilts are sent on their way to 
Lutheran World Relief. The quilts will be on display before 
they're packed up.

Come and join us. 

* LWR’s Approximate Cost to Deliver Quilts is $2.80. If 
you would like to contribute toward the cost of delivering 
a quilt or two (or more) please mark your donation as 
"LWR Quilts".

Del & Lou Ann Weber 
Healing Gift Free Clinic

Do you know someone who is uninsured or 
underinsured and needs medical attention?  
The Healing Gift Free Clinic is accepting new 
patients and can accommodate patients who do not speak 
English. 

Patients can be seen for a variety of needs by specialists 
in the ϐield. In addition to traditional medical care and 
pharmacists, behavioral health, social work, dietary and 
occupational therapy providers are available.  

You must have an appointment to be seen at the Clinic. 
Interested patients can call 402-614-4357 to make an 
appointment. The Clinic opens on Thursday afternoons at 
4 PM, but you can call for an appointment any time.
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                July 15, 2025*

Pastor Wynard called the meeting to order at 6:00 PM.
Bruce Nissen led the devotions.
Pastor Lucy requested that signing onto “nonproϐit 

organization sign-on letter” be added to the agenda under 
new business. Ruth Henneman moved that the agenda be 
accepted as amended. The motion was seconded by Bruce 
Nissen and carried.

The following corrections were made to the June 
17, 2025 minutes: (1) Under Council Retreat: Line 6 
change “Synod Council” to “Synod Assembly”; (2) Under 
Questions/Concerns/Comments: under NIL Lutheran 
second paragraph Line 6 change “which complicates” to 
“which requires strategies for…”; and (3) remove Jerry 
Fischer from the list of those present. The minutes of the 
June meeting were accepted as corrected. 

Tim Backora reported that total income for the month 
of June was just over $61,500. Last June it was just under 
$55,000. The year-to-date balance is $5,900. Typically, 
summer revenue is down. Financially, the church is doing 
well but not great.  

The MIF building loan balance is currently $704,000. 
Kountze received an IRA account. These funds are 

currently in an undesignated memorial fund. 
The Financial Report was moved, seconed, and carried as 

presented. 
Old Business

Associate Minister – There was a lengthy discussion 
related to the Call Committees' recommendation to call 
Deacon Eric Haitz as the Associate Minister for Kountze. 
The areas of focus for Deacon Haitz in his role as Associate 
Minister are:  Youth and young adults; developing young 
adult ministries; spiritual formation; share in both 
preaching and pastoral care; outreach; and building a 
sense of community. After interviewing him, the Council 
and the Pastors believe that he has the qualiϐications to 
fulϐill a majority of these areas. Tim Backora conϐirmed 
that the current budget includes monies to support this 
position. In addition to this position, a part-time Youth 
Director is also being sought. 

The Council unanimously voted to recommend to 
the congregation that we call Deacon Haitz as the next 
Associate Minister at Kountze Memorial Lutheran Church. 
Pastor Wynard will move forward with making the 
arrangements for his visit.

The timeline for Deacon Haitz's introduction to the 
congregation would be to invite him to preach on August 
9 & 10, and to be introduced at the Forum on August 10, 
for a Q&A session. The following week, August 17, at the 
congregational meeting, a vote would be taken. 

2025 Fall Council Retreat – The 2025 Fall Council 
Retreat is scheduled for October 3 and 4, 2025. Pastor 
Wynard will invite some of the program staff and possibly 
some of the key committee chairs who are not part of the 
Council to attend the retreat. 

Nominating Committee – The Nominating Committee 
met and has received conϐirmation from the following 
individuals that they will be on the ballot as Council 
Members for the upcoming election: Marsha Vance, Leon 
Valquier, and Jacque Johnson. 

Memorial Committee – The mission statement drafted 
by Pastor Wynard and Tim Backora for the Memorials 
Committee was reviewed and discussed. It was suggested 
that a brief deϐinition of what a Memorial is be added to 
the mission statement and that a clause be added at the 
end of the second sentence that reads “…distribution of 
designated memorials in accordance with the Council’s 
consensus and our constitution”. There was also discussion 
regarding how memorials are received - undesignated 
and designated. There will be a total of seven members 
appointed to the Memorial Committee. Pastor Wynard 
would like to present this to the congregation at the 
Congregational meeting on August 17, 2025.

This committee may be tasked with developing 
templates that can be distributed to individuals, allowing 
funds to be reallocated from their original designation for 
another use, thus, providing the legal ability to do so.

Youth Director Search – The Youth Director position 
has been posted on INDEED, LinkedIn, and in the church 
bulletin. 

New Business
Non-Proϐit Organization Sign-on Letter – Information 

was shared related to a legal settlement related to a 
landmark case on nonproϐit nonpartisanship. The IRS and 
National Religious Broadcasters, along with two churches 
in Texas, last week urged a federal court judge to approve 
a legal settlement between the parties in a landmark case 
on nonproϐit nonpartisanship. This settlement agreement, 
proposed by the IRS and NRB would declare the Johnson 
Amendment unconstitutional. The pastors will sign on 
to the letter to the Trump Administration urging them 
to immediately end its attempt to ignore the Johnson 
Amendment on behalf of the Council.

conƟ nued on page 6
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Pastoral Acts 
August 16, 2025 - Sept. 15, 2025

Weddings:
Tracey Gehringer & Tom Steffen, 
   September 13

Funerals:
Edward Nimerichter, August 16
Gary Westerman, August 29
Diana John, August 30
Sharon Gruhn, September 5
Marc Frease, September 6
Jessica Hannon, September 12

Council Notes, July 15 continued from page 6

Staff Reports
The staff reports were accepted as 

reported.
Committee & Boards Reports were 

accepted as given.
The next meeting will be held on 

August 19.
The meeting adjourned at 7:25 PM 

with the Lord’s Prayer.

*We skipped ahead a month on the 
minutes in last month's Good News
and printed August instead of July, so 
this month, we'll go back to July so 
you don't miss anything. 

Lincoln Lutheran Choir
Sunday, November 9
3 PM

The Lincoln Lutheran Choir was founded in 1978 to provide 
its members and audiences ϐirst-hand exposure to the joy of 
singing and hearing the great choral literature of the church. 
The choir seeks to achieve three signiϐicant goals:

• To preserve in performance the music of the church’s liturgical heritage of 
all ages, including the present

• To focus on the Lutheran choral heritage and the other similar repertoires 
(which have contributed to it), extending them by means of contemporary 
composition

• To encourage a lively appreciation of the vast and varied treasury of 
hymns of the church, particularly those arising within or compatible with 
Lutheran practice

Advent Alternative Gift Market
Sundays, November 23 - December 14 
9:30 - 11:30 AM

Plan to shop now! We will again have the opportunity 
to do some Christmas shopping and give a gift that shares 
God’s love and truly makes a difference in someone’s life. 
Honor your family and friends with an Alternative Gift this 
Christmas.

Shop next door to the Kountze Café area beginning November 23. 
• Shop ELCA Good Gifts for different monetary gifts that ϐight hunger and 

transform lives.
• Shop physical handmade gifts from Global Mamas that support women and 

their families in Ghana.
• Donate to the Kountze Memorial Healing Gift Free Clinic and/or our Love 

Thy Neighbor Food Pantry to help local families in honor of your family and 
friends.

Creating Fall Expressions - A Fall Retreat
Women's Fall Gathering
November 1
10 AM - 2:30 PM
Lunch will be provided

Step into autumn with a day designed just for you! We’ll 
enjoy:

• Tea Cup Flower Arranging – bring the beauty of the 
season to life.

• Paper Quilling – discover the ancient art of turning strips 
of paper into delicate designs.

Bring a friend and make it even more fun! This is the 
perfect time to slow down, learn something new, and share 
laughter with friends.

Please sign up at the Welcome Desk in the Fellowship Hall 
or contact the church ofϐice by Sunday, October 26 so we 
know how many to plan on for lunch.

Bye-Bye Summer
Daylight Saving Time Is Ending
Sunday, November 2
2:00 AM
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Sunday, October 19
12 PM
Lunch Provided

We'd like to get something started for the young adults of Kountze Memorial and our 
wider community... but truthfully, we're not sure what!

Are you college-aged or in your 20s to early 30s? Join us after the 11 AM service (on the 19th) for a lunch and 
conversation. We want to get to know each other and hear your thoughts, ideas, etc. for what we might do to help you 
Worship + Grow + Serve with us here at Kountze Memorial. 

Sign up at the Welcome Desk or by contacting the church ofϐice. (Please advise us of dietary restrictions.)

KMLC Book Group
Sunday, October 12
The Lion Women of Tehran by Marjan Kamali
12:15 PM
Fellowship Lounge

This is a fascinating historical novel about the lives of two 
women who become "lion women" through a thirty-year 
friendship in a country during turmoil. In the 1950's, Ellie is 
a seven-year-old living in uptown Tehran splendor when her 
father dies. She and her mother are forced to move to a small 

house in downtown Tehran. Ellie is lonely and seeks friendship. On the ϐirst 
day of school she meets Homa, who becomes her friend and they share a 
happy relationship until Ellie and her mother return to uptown Tehran. Ellie 
becomes popular in high school and loses her memories of Homa, until Homa 
suddenly reappears and they reestablish their friendship, and seek goals for a 
brighter future. The novel is an overview of Iranian culture and political unrest 
which effects the bond between Ellie and Homa, and directs their choices. This 
is a story of friendship, betrayal, forgiveness, love, family, ambition, political 
upheaval, and feminist  activism.

Join us for a stimulating discussion.

If You are Hospitalized...

If you or someone you know is ill or 
hospitalized, please be sure to let the 

church ofϐice know
at 402-341-7761 or e-mail info@

kmlchurch. org. 

Cards with Friends
Thursday, October 2
2 PM

Join us in the Fellowship Hall on the ϐirst Thursday of each 
month for a fun and relaxed time playing cards and enjoying 
great company. Feel free to bring a snack to share, but most importantly, just 
bring yourself! Everyone is welcome—come be part of the fun!

Help Deliver Altar Flowers 
to the Sick & Homebound

After the 11:00 AM service 
on Sundays, donated altar 
ϐlower bouquets can be taken to 
hospitalized members, nursing 
homes, or care centers. This is a 
great way to brighten someone’s day 
and to grow friendships! 

If you are at the 11:00 AM service 
and know of someone who would 
like to be remembered in this way, 
please take one of the bouquets 
to them. If you attended another 
service but would like to deliver 
ϐlowers, please call the church ofϐice 
on Monday to see if they are still 
available.

Your help is appreciated!

Men’s Lunch - Octoberfest!
Thursday, October 16
11:30 AM
Suggested Donation: $10.00

Join us for another great time of food, fun, and friendship. 
Jim always keeps us guessing with his menus—whether it’s 
brats, sauerkraut, or something completely unexpected, it’s 
sure to be delicious!

Please sign up by Tuesday, October 14 by calling the church 
ofϐice or emailing jim@kmlchurch.org. You can also sign up at the Welcome 
Desk. Bring a friend. Lederhosen not required.
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Sunday School
10:10 AM
Ages 2 years-6th Grade

Join us in the 2nd Floor Sunday School 
Rooms where the children will see how 
Jesus taught his followers to live in 
God’s word and spread that message to 
others through art, games, storytelling, 
and missions. The kids can enjoy the 
same breakfast upstairs that  is being 

served in the Fellowship Hall while listening to the lessons 
of the day. If you would like to support the Sunday School 
with donations of juice boxes or individual milk cartons, 
we would appreciate it and will be serving those with the 
breakfast.

If you haven't already, please register your child for 
Sunday School at

https://tinyurl.com/3cnhkh8z

Children's Choir
9:15 AM (following 9:00 AM Children's 
Blessing)
2nd Floor Sunday School Music Room
Grades K-6

Barb Carlsen is excited to have another 
opportunity to work with your talented 
children this year. She has over 35 years 
of experience as a music teacher and enjoys working with 
young people.

All children in grades K-6 are encouraged to sing in our 
Children’s Choir. If you have any questions or concerns, 
please feel free to contact Barb in the church ofϐice at 402-
341-7761.

Confirmation Classes Continue
St. Timothy's Lutheran Church 
(93rd & Dodge)
Wednesdays
6 - 7:15 PM
Grades 7 & 8

First Communion
Sunday, October 12
12:15 - 2 PM
Lunch will be provided

The recommended age for taking 
the First Communion class is around 
2nd grade, or if you child has shown a 

curiosity about what it means to take Communion.
First Communion will be held on October 26 at the 9 

AM service. Students will then be recognized at the Adult 
Forum. 

For any questions, or to reserve your spot in the class, 
email Kristin@kmlchurch.org. 

Bible Sunday
Sunday, October 26

On Bible Sunday, we will be 
celebrating with children of 
various ages and grades - listed 
below - as they receive their own 
age-appropriate Bibles. Those receiving Bibles this year 
are:

• Children aged 2 and 4
• Children in 1st, 3rd, or 5th grades
• Youth beginning Conϐirmation (7th grade)
Please register your child so that we have an accurate 

count. Join us as we parade into the church with new 
Bibles and celebrate this exciting part of our Faith 
Formation.

Calling all Artists and 
Makers!

In February, the Youth will 
be hosting an Art Show to raise 
funds for their service trip to 
Philadelphia. If you would like 

to donate a piece of art or handmade goods to support 
this cause, it would be greatly appreciated. All art is 
welcome! Painters, quilters, knitters, stained glass, mosaic, 
collage,etc. If you are interested in participating, please 
contact Kristin Boe at kristin@kmlchurch.org.

Youth Fall Fellowship Event
Get to Know Deacon Eric!
Sunday, October 26
5 PM
Location TBD
Grades 7-12 
Come hang out for some fall fun, s'mores, 
cider, and a chance to get to know our new Deacon. Save 
the date and stay tuned for details!
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Youth Forum
Sundays, 10:15 AM
Youth Center
Grades 7-12

You are invited to join us each week in 
the Youth Center during the Sunday Faith 
Formation hour.

We’re Looking for a Part-time 
Youth Ministry Director

Are you called to inspire the 
next generation of faith at Kountze 
Memorial?
Position Details:

• 15–20 hours/week
• $20,000–$25,000 salary (based on experience)
• In-person Sundays plus ϐlexible remote planning
• Start Fall 2025

Responsibilities Include:
• Lead Sunday Youth Forum (Sept–May)
• Plan mission trips, retreats, service & social events
• Engage with Synod & camp programs
• Recruit & equip volunteers
• Communicate via newsletter & social media

We’re Looking For Someone Who:
• Connects deeply with faith & youth
• Is creative, organized, tech-savvy
• Communicates well and builds relationships
• Loves teens, teamwork, and church life

Interested? Request a job description for more 
information and submit a letter of interest, resume, and 
three references to the church ofϐice if you’re interested. 
If you know someone who may be interested, please have 
them contact the church ofϐice.

Mark your calendars for these upcoming events!
November 30: Advent Fair
December 14: Children’s Christmas Program



10  Kountze Memorial Lutheran Church Good News October, 2025

October 1 Wednesday
12:15 PM Worship
6:00 PM Confirmation @ St. 

Timothy
7:00 PM Adult Choir Rehearsal

October 2 Thursday
2:00 PM Cards with Friends
4:00 PM Healing Gift Free Clinic

October 3 Friday
5:00 PM Pantry

October 4 Saturday
Homebound Communion
10:30 AM Blessing of the Animals @ 

St. Cecilia Cathedral
5:00 PM Worship - St. Francis 

Peacemaker w/Trinity Episcopal
October 5 Sunday

Pentecost 17
Homebound Communion
8:00 AM & 10:00 AM Adult Choir 

Rehearsal
9:00 AM & 11:00 AM Worship
9:00 AM Nursery (0-2 yrs)
9:15 AM Children's Choir (K-6)
9:30 AM Kountze Cafe - Breakfast
10:10 AM Faith Formation Hour

October 6 Monday
10:00 AM Pantry

October 7 Tuesday
9:00 AM Staff Meeting

October 8 Wednesday
9:00 AM Sewing Group
12:15 PM Worship
1:00 PM Devotions @ deFreese 

Manor
4:00 PM Executive Committee
6:00 PM Confirmation @ St. 

Timothy
October 9 Thursday

9:30 AM WELCA Board
11:30 AM Property Committee
4:00 PM Healing Gift Free Clinic

October 10 Friday
5:00 PM Pantry 
7:00 PM World Day Against the 

Death Penalty Eucharist @ Trinity 
Episcopal

October 11 Saturday
10:00 AM Ruth Martis' Funeral
5:00 PM Worship

October 12 Sunday
Pentecost 18
8:00 AM & 10:00 AM Adult Choir 

Rehearsal
9:00 AM & 11:00 AM Worship
9:00 AM Nursery (0-2 yrs)
9:15 AM Children's Choir (K-6)
9:30 AM Kountze Cafe - Breakfast
10:10 AM Faith Formation Hour
12:15 PM Book Group
12:15 PM First Communion Class

October 13 Monday
Columbus Day (Observed)
10:00 AM Pantry

October 14 Tuesday
9:00 AM Staff Meeting

October 15 Wednesday
Good News Deadline
12:15 PM Worship
6:00 PM Confirmation @ St. 

Timothy
October 16 Thursday

Council Reports Due
11:30 AM Men's Lunch
4:00 PM Healing Gift Free Clinic
6:00 PM Circle 5

October 17 Friday
5:00 PM Pantry

October 18 Saturday
5:00 PM Worship

October 19 Sunday
Pentecost 19
8:00 AM & 10:00 AM Adult Choir 

Rehearsal
9:00 AM & 11:00 AM Worship
9:00 AM Nursery (0-2 yrs)
9:15 AM Children's Choir (K-6)
9:30 AM Kountze Cafe - Breakfast
10:10 AM Faith Formation Hour
12:00 PM Young Adult Gathering

October 20 Monday
10:00 AM Pantry

October 21 Tuesday
9:00 AM Staff Meeting
1:00 PM Prayer Shawl Group
6:00 PM Congregation Council

October 22 Wednesday
12:15 PM Worship
6:00 PM Confirmation @ St. 

Timothy

October 23 Thursday
1:00 PM Circle 4
4:00 PM Healing Gift Free Clinic

October 24 Friday
5:00 PM Pantry

October 25 Saturday
5:00 PM Worship

October 26 Sunday
Pentecost 20
Reformation
Bible Sunday
First Communion
8:00 AM & 10:00 AM Adult Choir 

Rehearsal
9:00 AM & 11:00 AM Worship
9:00 AM Nursery (0-2 yrs)
9:15 AM Children's Choir (K-6)
9:30 AM Kountze Cafe - Breakfast
10:10 AM Faith Formation Hour
5:00 PM Youth Fall Fellowship Event 

- Get to know Deacon Eric!
October 27 Monday

10:00 AM Pantry
11:30 AM Endowment Board

October 28 Tuesday
9:00 AM Staff Meeting
9:00 AM Good News Assembly
12:30 PM Circle 3

October 29 Wednesday
12:15 PM Worship
6:00 PM Confirmation @ St. 

Timothy
October 30 Thursday

4:00 PM Healing Gift Free Clinic
5:00 PM Pantry (note date change)

October 31 Friday
Halloween
No Pantry

Schedule a time to 
meet with Pastor Lucy by 
following the link or QR 
Code to the right... 

https://
calendly.

com/pastor-
lucy/45min
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1. Larry Camenzind, Rodney Edwards, 
Meghan Gunia, Duane Hovendick, Steven 
Lamphere, Heather McShane, Mason 
Szymczak

2. Ardell Hobscheidt, Neal Von Seggern
3. Dana Boden, Cody Hiatt
4. Joshua Burt, David Clarke, Gail Durbin, 

Nicole Peterson, Brian Reilly, Jack Wiese, 
Emilia Windom

5. Tony Gustin, Diane Rasmussen
6. Angela Carlson, Carly Costanzo, Kathryn Geiger
7. Mary Jo Fike, Ken Kendall, Julie O'Doherty, Molly Ohm, 

Corinna Osborne
8. Gary Bannick, Greg Classen, James Gleason, Roger 

Waller
9. Tina Broekemeier, Carly Brown, Bob Dannenhauer, 

Joan Jacobson-Trotter, Janet Mason
10. Julie Dragon, Sophia Dragon, Myrna Esluer, Charles 

Maaske, Barb Nissen
11. Dori Harshbarger
12. Warren Cooke, Shayne Fili, Samantha Kooienga, 

Michael Vutov
13. Nathan Hagge, Mathew Kudym, John Martens, Carmel 

Sieberson
14. Bob Fonda, Ryan Kosola
15. Suzanne Choiniere, Amy Dyer, Emma Link

16. Kenneth Bailey, Antonio Costanzo, Keith Jansen, Sarah 
Kellams, Julee Schroeder

17. Steve Coufal, Rick Hagge, Elizabeth Morse, Hunter 
Myers, Thomas Nippert, Linda Rosenberg

18. Jonathan Fischer, Ryan Gardner, Dawn Hiatt, Robert 
Matuszeski, Marylin Oldaker

19. Marie Clymer, Matthew Hagge
20. Ranae Gardner, Dave Klug, Jon Natvig, Robert Ranney, 

Allison Russell, Lin Sheely
21. Lisa Bladt, Sarah Brumϐield, Jim Comfort
22. Anna Kotula, Misty Parker, Gena Reynoldson, Isaac 

Russell, Sydney Theisen
23. Olivia Baker, Brad Madison, Ryan Miller
24. Emily Christensen, Cat Fonda, Ron Frykberg, Vicki 

Siderewicz
25. Dean Bard, Mark Kidder, Lindsey Natvig, Jorge 

Valquier-Cruz, Jon Vawter
26. Alicia Brommer, Courtney Cameron, Mary Jane 

Petersen, Juan Menchaca, Jennifer Misbach, Amanda 
Schneiderman, Caden Sievers

27. Catherine Christine Zinnecker, Teri Meyer, Jonathan 
Sarich, Cody Senn, Annette Worley

28. Dana Spier, Paul Sum, Paul Swanson, Margo Ward
29. Ted Greguska, Robert Sundell, Melissa Walker
30. William Fogle, Steven Hirsh, Chel Hrdlicka
31. Lynne Mosiman, Mary Taylor

Kountze Commons Mortgage Update
Loan Balance, 8/1/2025 ........................................................$701,071.11
Principal Payment, 9/1/2025 ..................................................$3,397.71
Interest Payment, 9/1/2025 .................................................  $2,3017.29
Balance, 9/1/2025 .................................................................. $697,673.40

Finances: August, 2025
 August Year-to-Date

Total General Fund
Income:  $    63,847.79  $   678,443.77 
Expenses:
 Mission Support: $  5833.33 $     46,666.60 
 Faith Formation: $ 7748.03 $    14,419.56 
 Facility Costs: $   15731.01 $   134,975.92 
 Staff Comp. & Beneϐits: $ 53201.97 $     419,621.47 
  Worship & Music: $ 766.93 $    37,079.89  
 Ofϐice & Administration: $ 905.92 $   29,481.02 
 Membership: $ 619.57 $    12,243.95
 Finance: $ - 0 - $ - 0 -
 Leadership: $ 126.06 $  3,833.01 
 Justice & Mercy: $ - 0 -  $ - 0 - 
Total Expenses:  $    84,932.82  $   698,321.42 
Total Net Income:  $    (21,085.03) $ (19,877.65)

Trunk or Treat Event at 
Physicians Mutual
Saturday, October 11
5 - 8:30 PM

We have been invited to 
be a part of Physicians Mutal Trunk or Treat Event.

• Any vehicle is welcome
• Create a trunk - no gore or guts - Power is 

limited
• Setup any time Saturday - please arrive by 4:30 

at the latest
• A bucket of candy and a bucket of non-allergy 

items will be supplied
• Candy and trinket donations are appreciated
• You may want to have at least two people to 

help with your car
• This is a family friendly event
• Volunteers 15 and over to help run games, etc. 

are needed (you can get service hours)
• $5 per trick-or-treater
Get in touch with Kristin Boe or Toby Rees if you 

have questions or would like to participate. This 
will be a fun event for the whole family!
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Kountze Memorial Lutheran Church 
2650 Farnam St
Omaha, NE  68131-3616
Phone:  402-341-7761
Fax:  402-341-4841
E-mail: info@kmlchurch.org 
Web: www.kmlchurch.org 

Rev. Lucy Wynard, Senior Pastor
Rev. H. Ashley Hall, Ph.D., Associate Pastor 

Worship Times
Saturday at 5:00 PM
Sunday at 9:00 & 11:00 AM
Wednesday at 12:15 PM
The 9:00 AM Sunday service is 

televised live on Cox channel 13 and  live 
streamed on our website at https://www.
kmlchurch.org/live-streaming/ (you may 
watch the live-stream any time)

A bulletin is available on our website 
at https://www.kmlchurch.org/bulletin-
announcements/

Reformation
Sunday, October 26

We invite you to wear RED for the 
day as we celebrate our Lutheran 
Heritage and ponder the important 
work of theologian Martin Luther 
and those who continue the work that salvation comes to us in grace 
through faith in the life, death, resurrection, and ascension of Jesus 
Christ.


