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November 2, 2025  9:00 AM & 11:00 AM 

ALL SAINTS 

In holy baptism God makes saints out of sinners. In holy communion God forgives the sins of all the saints. In 

worship today we give thanks for all the saints “who from their labors rest.” In the same breath we petition our God 

for the strength to hear and to heed the admonitions of Jesus in today’s gospel. Sealed by the Spirit and sustained 

by the Savior’s body and blood, we live with joy as God gives us breath, to the praise of God’s glory. 
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GATHERING 
 
PRELUDE Beneath the Cross Music by Keith & Kristyn Getty 

  Arr. by Kristin Campbell 

  Mark Jones, organ 

  Kai Johnson, violin 
 

WELCOME AND ANNOUNCEMENTS 
 

(rise in body or spirit) 

CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS 

L Blessed be the holy Trinity, + one God, 

 who forgives all our sin, whose mercy endures forever. 

C Amen. 
 
L Let us confess our sin in the presence of God and of one another. 
 

Silence is kept for reflection. 
 

L Faithful God, 

C you have shown us the ways of your heart, 

 yet we stray from your paths. 

 We are stuck in sinful systems of oppression 

 and do not embrace the freedom of your faithful promises. 

 We ignore our neighbors. 

 We exploit the earth. 

 We reject your abundance, 

 trusting our impulses instead of your steadfast love. 

 Repair our relationships, 

 restore what we have broken, 

 renew our hearts, 

 and bring us to new life. Amen. 
 

L Hear the good news: 

 God the Faithful One loves you, 

  + in Christ Jesus your sins are forgiven, 

 and by the power of the Holy Spirit you are set free. 

C Amen. 
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PROCESSIONAL HYMN Holy God, We Praise Your Name ELW 414 
 

1 Holy God, we praise your name; 

 Lord of all, we bow before you. 

 All on earth your scepter claim, 

 all in heav'n above adore you. 

 Infinite your vast domain, 

 everlasting is your reign. 
 

2 Hark! The glad celestial hymn 

 angel choirs above are raising; 

 cherubim and seraphim, 

 in unceasing chorus praising, 

 fill the heav'ns with sweet accord: 

 "Holy, holy, holy Lord!" 
 

3 Lo, the apostolic train 

 join your sacred name to hallow; 

 prophets swell the glad refrain, 

 and the white-robed martyrs follow; 

 and from morn to set of sun 

 through the church the song goes on. 
 

4 Holy Father, holy Son, 

 Holy Spirit, three we name you, 

 though in essence only one; 

 undivided God we claim you 

 and, adoring, bend the knee 

 while we own the mystery.

Text: source unknown; tr. Clarence A. Walworth, 1820-1900 
 

APOSTOLIC GREETING 

L The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God,  

 and the communion of the Holy Spirit be with you all. 

C And also with you. 
 

KYRIE 
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HYMN OF PRAISE  
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PRAYER OF THE DAY  

L Almighty God, 

C you have knit your people together in one communion in the mystical body of your Son, Jesus 

Christ our Lord. Grant us grace to follow your blessed saints in lives of faith and 

commitment, and to know the inexpressible joys you have prepared for those who love you, 

through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, 

one God, now and forever. Amen. 

 
 

WORD 
 

(sit) 

FIRST READING Daniel 7:1-3, 15-18 
The book of Daniel was written in the second century BCE, when the Syrian king Antiochus Epiphanes was severely persecuting 

the Jews. Daniel’s vision of the four beasts proclaims that human kings will come and go, but the kingdom will ultimately belong 

to God and to God’s people. 

n the first year of King Belshazzar of Babylon, Daniel had a dream and visions of his head as he lay in 

bed. Then he wrote down the dream: 2 I, Daniel, saw in my vision by night the four winds of heaven I 
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stirring up the great sea, 3 and four great beasts came up out of the sea, different from one another. 

  15 As for me, Daniel, my spirit was troubled within me, and the visions of my head terrified me. 16 I 

approached one of the attendants to ask him the truth concerning all this. So he said that he would 

disclose to me the interpretation of the matter: 17 “As for these four great beasts, four kings shall arise out 

of the earth. 18 But the holy ones of the Most High shall receive the kingdom and possess the kingdom 

forever—forever and ever.” 

 L Word of God, Word of Life. C Thanks be to God. 
 

PSALM 149 
(Choir/cantor sings lines in regular print, all may sing lines in bold print) 

 
 1 Hallelujah! Sing to the Lord | a new song, 

  God’s praise in the assembly | of the faithful. 

 2 Let Israel rejoice | in their maker; 

  let the children of Zion be joyful | in their ruler. 

 3 Let them praise their maker’s | name with dancing; 

  let them sing praise with tambou- | rine and harp. 

 4 For the Lord takes pleasure | in the people 

  and adorns the | poor with victory.  

 5 Let the faithful re- | joice in triumph; 

  let them sing for joy | on their beds. 

 6 Let the praises of God be | in their throat 

  and a two-edged sword | in their hand, 

 7 to wreak vengeance | on the nations 

  and punishment | on the peoples, 

 8 to bind their | kings in chains 

  and their nobles with | links of iron, 

 9 to inflict on them the judg- | ment decreed; 

  this is glory for all God’s faithful ones. | Hallelujah!  

 

SECOND READING Ephesians 1:11-23 
After giving thanks for the faith of the Ephesians, the writer of this letter prays that they might understand the wisdom, hope, 

and power of God that is embodied in Jesus Christ. 

n Christ we have also obtained an inheritance, having been destined according to the purpose of him 

who accomplishes all things according to his counsel and will, 12 so that we, who were the first to set 

our hope on Christ, might live for the praise of his glory. 13 In him you also, when you had heard the word 

of truth, the gospel of your salvation, and had believed in him, were marked with the seal of the promised 

Holy Spirit; 14 this is the pledge of our inheritance toward redemption as God’s own people, to the praise 

of his glory. 

  15 I have heard of your faith in the Lord Jesus and your love toward all the saints, and for this 

reason 16 I do not cease to give thanks for you as I remember you in my prayers, 17 that the God of our 

Lord Jesus Christ, the Father of glory, may give you a spirit of wisdom and revelation as you come to 

know him, 18 so that, with the eyes of your heart enlightened, you may perceive what is the hope to which 

I 
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he has called you, what are the riches of his glorious inheritance among the saints, 19 and what is the 

immeasurable greatness of his power for us who believe, according to the working of his great 

power. 20 God put this power to work in Christ when he raised him from the dead and seated him at his 

right hand in the heavenly places, 21 far above all rule and authority and power and dominion and above 

every name that is named, not only in this age but also in the age to come. 22 And he has put all things 

under his feet and has made him the head over all things for the church, 23 which is his body, the fullness 

of him who fills all in all. 

 L Word of God, Word of Life. C Thanks be to God. 
 

(rise in body or spirit) 

GOSPEL ACCLAMATION 

 

 
L The Holy Gospel according to St. Luke.  

 C Glory to you, O Lord.  
 

HOLY GOSPEL Luke 6:20-31 
In echoes of the prophet Isaiah and Mary’s song of praise, Jesus reveals surprising things about who enjoys blessing and who 

endures woe. He invites his disciples to shower radical love, blessing, forgiveness, generosity, and trust even on enemies and 

outsiders. 

hen Jesus looked up at his disciples and said: 

 “Blessed are you who are poor, for yours is the kingdom of God. 21 “Blessed are you who are 

hungry now, for you will be filled. “Blessed are you who weep now, for you will laugh. 22 “Blessed are 

you when people hate you and when they exclude you, revile you, and defame you on account of the Son 

of Man. 23 Rejoice on that day and leap for joy, for surely your reward is great in heaven, for that is how 

their ancestors treated the prophets. 24 “But woe to you who are rich, for you have received your 

consolation. 25 “Woe to you who are full now, for you will be hungry. “Woe to you who are laughing 

now, for you will mourn and weep. 26 “Woe to you when all speak well of you, for that is how their 

ancestors treated the false prophets. 

  27 “But I say to you who are listening: Love your enemies; do good to those who hate you; 28 bless 

those who curse you; pray for those who mistreat you. 29 If anyone strikes you on the cheek, offer the 

other also, and from anyone who takes away your coat do not withhold even your shirt. 30 Give to 

everyone who asks of you, and if anyone takes away what is yours, do not ask for it back again. 31 Do to 

others as you would have them do to you.” 

 L The Gospel of the Lord. C Praise to you, O Christ. 
 

 

 

T 
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(sit)  

CHILDREN’S BLESSING 
Children (aged 3 years through 5th grade) are invited to come forward for a blessing. Then, children in grades K-6 are invited to 

join the Children’s Choir with Barb Carlsen. Children in grades K-4 who are not wanting to participate in Choir, may join 

Kristin Boe for a children’s sermon in the Upper rooms. All children will return to the sanctuary in time to receive communion. 

There are Children’s Bibles and activity bags, in the back of the entrance hall, available to those who prefer to stay with their 

families. Once the service is over, please place the used activity bags in the baskets provided, so they can be sanitized and 

replenished for next week. 
 

SERMON Bishop Scott Johnson 
 

(rise in body or spirit) 

HYMN OF THE DAY Look Who Gathers at Christ's Table ACS 977 

 
 

Text: Thomas H. Troeger, b. 1945 
Text © 2002 Oxford University Press. All rights reserved. 
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REMEMBERING THE SAINTS OF GOD, 

JOINED TO CHRIST THROUGH THE GIFT OF BAPTISM 

 

             Gabriel’s Oboe from The Mission Ennio Morricone,  
  arr. Mark McGurty 
  Kai Johnson, violin 

 
We give thanks for the life and witness of those saints who have gone before us and now rest with 

God. Today we remember those saints of our own faith community who entered the church 

triumphant since All Saints’ Day last year.  

 
Johnas Perkins 

Jane Julia Bodnar 

Malvina “Vinn” Rose Stephens 

Marilyn Van Bibber 

Laurine Savine 

Patricia Ann Muller 

Greta Jane Jones 

Dwight Warren Kurbis 

Diana Ruth John 

Barbara Joan Chrisman 

Sandi Miller 

Dorothy Jean Stanzel 

Rev. Dr. Olaf Roynesdal 

Leonard “Jerry” Carlson 

Jan Susan Bowder 

Charles Allner 

JoAnn Janette Whitmyre 

Orville “Orv” William Knapp 

Brian Miller 

Riley Hoven 

Sharon K Waller 

Nina Cole 

Marjean Gillaspie 

Mary Ann Martens 

Russ Jensen 

Marc Dean Frease 

Elizabeth Woodhull 

Ed Nimerichter 

Gary Westerman 

Ruth Martis 

Sharon K Gruhn 

Jessica Hannon 

Beverly Traub 

Audrey Elaine Nelson 

Jane Ann Meyer 

Colene Staples 

 

 
Rest eternal grant them, O Lord; and let perpetual light shine upon them. 

 

 
We give thanks for those who have been welcomed through baptism into the Body of Christ  

and into the mission we share since All Saints’ Day last year. 

  
Olive Jade Hinrichs 

Crew Scott Wondercheck 

Thomas Wynn Hansen 

Sydney Claire Danenhauer 

Olive Victoria Nicolle Hage 

Calvin Christopher McEwin 

Alexa Margaret Adolf 

Leandro Maximus Vazquez 

Margaret Rose Kreiser 

Amanda Lauren Roynesdal 

Izabella Marie Roynesdal 
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THE APOSTLES’ CREED  

L Let us confess together the faith of the Church. 

C I believe in God, the Father almighty, creator of heaven and earth. 

 I believe in Jesus Christ, God's only Son, our Lord, 

 who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, 

 born of the virgin Mary, 

 suffered under Pontius Pilate, 

 was crucified, died, and was buried; 

 he descended to the dead. 

 On the third day he rose again; 

 he ascended into heaven, 

 he is seated at the right hand of the Father, 

 and he will come to judge the living and the dead. 

 I believe in the Holy Spirit,  

 the holy catholic church,  

 the communion of saints,  

 the forgiveness of sins, 

 the resurrection of the body,  

 and the life everlasting. Amen. 
 

INSTALLATION OF DEACON ERIC 

The Presentation 

L Having been authorized by the church to install Eric Haitz, our co-worker in the gospel, as Deacon 

and Associate Minister, I now ask for certification of this call. 
 

After prayerful deliberation, we, of Kountze Memorial Evangelical Lutheran Church, have called 

Eric Haitz to serve as a minister of word and service in the position of Associate Minister. 
 

(sit) 

Address and Questions 

L Our Lord, who came among us as a servant, calls us to faith and a life of loving service to our 

neighbor. You come among us as one called and set apart for the ministry of word and service, a 

gift from God to inspire us to love and service to Christ. 

 

A reading from Mark: Jesus said, “You know that among the Gentiles those whom they recognize 

as their rulers lord it over them, and their great ones are tyrants over them. But it is not so among 

you; but whoever wishes to become great among you must be your servant. For the Son of Man 

came not to be served but to serve, and to  give his life a ransom for many.” (Mark 10:42-43, 45) 

 

A reading from Romans: As in one body we have many members, and not all the members have the 

same function, so we, who are many, are one body in Christ, and individually we are members one 

of another. We have gifts that differ according to the grace given to us: prophecy, in proportion to 

faith; ministry, in ministering; the teacher, in teaching; the exhorter, in exhortation; the giver, in 

generosity; the leader, in diligence; the compassionate, in cheerfulness. (Romans 12:4-8) 
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A reading from First Peter: Like good stewards of the manifold grace of God, serve one another 

with whatever gift each of you has received. Whoever speaks must do so as one speaking the very 

words of God; whoever serves must do so with the strength that God supplies, so that God may be 

glorified in all things through Jesus Christ. (1 Peter 4:10-11) 

 

Eric, in the presence of this assembly will you commit yourself to this new trust and responsibility, 

in the confidence that it comes from God through the call of the church? 

Response: I will, and I ask God to help me. 
 

Will you preach, teach and carry out your ministry in accordance with the holy scriptures and with 

the confessions of the Lutheran church and in harmony with the constitutions of the Evangelical 

Lutheran Church in America? 

Response: I will, and I ask God to help me. 
 

Will you be diligent in your study of the holy scriptures and faithful in your use of the means of 

grace? 

Response: I will, and I ask God to help me. 
 

Trusting in God’s care, will you witness to Jesus Christ in word and deed, pray for God’s people, 

seek to grow in love for those you serve, strive for excellence in your skills, and adorn the gospel of 

Jesus Christ with a godly life? 

Response: I will, and I ask God to help me. 

 

Will you give faithful witness in the world, that God’s love may be known in all that you do? 

Response: I will, and I ask God to help me. 
 

Almighty God, who has given you the will to do these things, graciously give you the strength and 

compassion to perform them. 

C Amen. 

 
(rise in body or spirit) 
Affirmation 

L People of God, will you receive Eric Haitz into this ministry as one called and sent to serve all 

people in Christ’s name? 

C We will, and we ask God to help us. 
 

L  Will you pray for Eric, help and honor him in carrying out his ministry, and in all things, strive to 

live together in the peace and unity of Christ? 

C We will, and we ask God to help us. 
 

L Eric, the ministry of Deacon at Kountze Memorial Lutheran Church is now committed to you in the 

name of the Father, and of the Son, and of the Holy Spirit. 

C Amen. 
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Blessing 

L The God of peace, who brought again from the dead our Lord Jesus, the great shepherd of the 

sheep, by the blood of the eternal covenant, make you complete in everything good so that you may 

do God’s will, working in you that which is pleasing in God’s sight; through Jesus Christ, to whom 

be the glory forever and ever. 

C Amen. 
 

L People of God, I present to you Deacon Eric Haitz, your Associate Minister. Let us welcome him in 

the name of Christ.  

 

THE PRAYERS OF THE CHURCH 

Response:     L Hear us, O God.    

 C Your mercy is great. 
 

(In our prayers today, during a time of silence, pray for those listed below and for others according to their needs) 
 

Thanksgiving: for the marriage of Beth & Michael Stoynev 
 

Prayers this week: Larry & Michele Hunzeker (parents of Shannon Picha), Elizabeth Luczynski 

(granddaughter of Ron Muchmore, Goddaughter of Tom Jensen), Linda Johnson 
 

On-going Care: Lola & Lydia Baum, John Bodnar, Don Burton, Betty Callies, Nina Castro, Mike 

Cswercko, Marilyn Dichsen, Shirley Dietrich, Mike Edris, Kathy Englert, Wanda Frykberg, Tracey 

Gehringer-Steffen, Dale Grundman, Joan Jacobson-Trotter, Linda Johnson, Jason Klonglan, Julie Knapp, 

Jack & Marie Kubat, Glenn Lindgren, Charles Martis, Lara McCormick, Jane Meyer, Sharon Miley, Nita 

Mueller, Walter Nash, Dan & Ginny Rath, David Tollefson, Joyce Wachal, Allyson White, Deb Woosley 
 

Other Prayers: Those serving in the military – Takao Elliott, fiancé of Dannika Rees; Wyatt Johnson, 

grandson of Ken and Linda Johnson; Tyler Johnston, son of Robert and Michelle Johnston, Daniel 

Milstead, nephew of Darlene Anderson; Cody Ray, grandson of Betty Callies; Dannika Rees, daughter of 

Eric and Toby Rees; Joel Woosley, son of Debbie Woosley, nephew of Steph Stephens 
 

Other Prayers: Those serving in mission – Rev. Chandran Paul Martin, India; Dr. Stephen & Jodi 

Swanson, Tanzania; Katie Larson, Colombia; Rev. Bridget Gautieri, Wittenburg Center, Germany; Rev. 

Robert & Kathy Moore, Leipzig, Germany; and Dan & Ginny Rath, international translators; our sister 

congregation, the American Church in Berlin 
 

Other Prayers: Seminarians – Joseph Daffer, James Holzer 

 

THE PEACE IS SHARED 

 P The peace of Christ be with you always.  

 C  And also with you. 
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MEAL 
 

(sit) 
THE OFFERING IS RECEIVED 
We glorify God in our giving. Our offering is an act of worship that makes the ministries of this church 

possible. If you are visiting with us today, please do not feel obligated to participate in this portion of 

worship. You may use the QR code scanner on your smart phone to give online or mail in your offering or 

donate online. Thank you!  

 

THE TABLE IS PREPARED 

 

OFFERTORY ANTHEM Arise, My Soul, Arise words by Charles Wesley,  

  music by Dan Forrest 

  Kountze Choir, Kai Johnson, violin 

 
(rise in body or spirit) 

OFFERTORY HYMN        Here Is Bread ELW 483 

 
Text and music: Graham Kendrick, b. 1950 

Text and music © 1991 may Way Music, admin. By Music Services in the Western Hemisphere 
 

OFFERING PRAYER 

 L God of healing and hope, 

 C you bless those who are hungry, promising to fill them with good things. Fulfill that promise 

through us and these your gifts. Nourish us with your abundance and unite us in the body of 

Jesus Christ our Savior, now and forever. Amen. 



15 

THE GREAT THANKSGIVNG 

 
 

PREFACE FOR ALL SAINTS 
 

SANCTUS 
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EUCHARISTIC PRAYER  

 L Holy God, you alone are holy, you alone are God. 

  The universe declares your praise: … 

  … with every breath. 

 C We praise you, O God. 
 

 L Generations bless your faithfulness: … 

  … into the future. 

 C We bless you, O God. 
 

 L We give you thanks for your dear Son: … 

  … with us now. 

 C We thank you, O God. 
 

 L In the night in which he was betrayed, … 

  … Do this for the remembrance of me. 
  

  Remembering his love for us … 

  … we proclaim the mystery of faith: 

 C Christ has died. Christ is risen. Christ will come again. 
 

 L We pray for the gift of your Spirit: … 

  … Blessing, praise, and thanks 

  to you, holy God, 

  through Christ Jesus, 

  by your Spirit, 

  in your church, 

  without end. 

 C Amen. 

 

THE LORD’S PRAYER  

 L Lord, remember us in your kingdom and teach us all to pray: 

 C Our Father, who art in heaven,  

  hallowed be thy name,  

  thy kingdom come,  

 thy will be done,  

 on earth as it is in heaven.  

  Give us this day our daily bread;  

 and forgive us our trespasses, 

 as we forgive those who trespass against us;  

 and lead us not into temptation,  

 but deliver us from evil.  

  For thine is the kingdom,  

 and the power, and the glory, forever and ever. Amen. 
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AGNUS DEI 

 
 

INVITATION TO COMMUNION   

L Come, receive the food that does not perish, a taste of life eternal. 

C There is a place for us at the table of God. 

 
(sit) 

THE DISTRIBUTION 
All baptized Christians who confess Jesus Christ as Lord and his Real Presence in, with and under the bread and wine, are 

welcome to the Lord’s Supper. We believe that this is the Lord’s table and is he who invites you. So you who are strong in faith, 

come with gratitude. You who feel weak in faith, come to be strengthened. And you who feel you have no faith, come so that the 

God of steadfast love will touch your heart with hope and joy. The form of distribution is intinction: you will receive the 

consecrated bread and then you may dip the bread into the wine. Gluten free bread is available upon request. If you cannot 

or choose not to receive the wine, know that the sacrament and God’s promised forgiveness are complete in either element. 
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HYMNS DURING COMMUNION Shall We Gather at the River ELW 423 
 

1 Shall we gather at the river, 

 where bright angel feet have trod, 

 with its crystal tide forever 

 flowing by the throne of God? 
 

Refrain 

 Yes, we'll gather at the river, 

 the beautiful, the beautiful river; 

 gather with the saints at the river 

 that flows by the throne of God. 

2 On the margin of the river, 

 washing up its silver spray, 

 we will walk and worship ever, 

 all the happy golden day.  Refrain 
 

3 Ere we reach the shining river, 

 lay we ev'ry burden down; 

 grace our spirits will deliver, 

 and provide a robe and crown.  Refrain 

 

4 Soon we'll reach the shining river, 

 soon our pilgrimage will cease; 

 soon our happy hearts will quiver 

 with the melody of peace.  Refrain
 

Text: Robert Lowry, 1826-1899  
 
  By Your Hand You Feed Your People ELW 469 

 

1 By your hand you feed your people, 

 food of angels, heaven's bread. 

 For these gifts we did not labor,  

 by your grace have we been fed: 
 

Refrain 

 Christ's own body, blessed and broken, 

 cup o'er flowing, life outpoured, 

 given as a living token  

 of your world redeemed, restored. 

2 In this meal we taste your sweetness, 

 bread for hunger, wine of peace. 

 Holy word and holy wisdom 

 satisfy our deepest needs.  Refrain 
 

3 Send us now with faith and courage 

 to the hungry, lost, bereaved. 

 In our living and our dying, 

 we become what we receive:  Refrain 

 
Text: Susan R. Briehl, b. 1952 

Text © 2002 GIA Publications, Inc., 7404 S. Mason Ave., Chicago, IL 60638. www.giamusic.com. 800.442.3358. All rights reserved. Used by 

permission. 

 

(rise in body or spirit) 

POST-COMMUNION BLESSING 
 

PRAYER AFTER COMMUNION 

 L God of field and flower, wheat and grape, 
 C you have nourished us with the bread of heaven that gives life to the world. Strengthened by 

the body and blood of your Son, send us out to gather your good gifts for all who hunger and 

thirst, and embolden us to love and serve in Christ’s name. Amen. 
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SENDING 
 

DISMISSAL OF EUCHARISTIC MINISTERS 

 

BLESSING 

L The love of God the Most High strengthen you, God the Son save you, and God the Holy Spirit 

anoint you for the work ahead. 
 

 The holy Trinity bless you + and grant you a faithful and courageous heart now and forever. 

 

THREE-FOLD AMEN 

 

RECESSIONAL HYMN For All the Saints ELW 422 vs. 1, 2, 6, 7 
 

1 For all the saints who from their labors rest, 

 who thee by faith before the world confessed, 

 thy name, O Jesus, be forever blest. 

 Alleluia! Alleluia! 
 

2 Thou wast their rock, their fortress, and their might; 

 thou, Lord, their captain in the well-fought fight; 

 thou, in the darkness drear, their one true light. 

 Alleluia! Alleluia! 
 

6 But then there breaks a yet more glorious day: 

 the saints triumphant rise in bright array; 

 the King of glory passes on his way. 

 Alleluia! Alleluia! 
 

7 From earth's wide bounds, from ocean's farthest coast, 

 through gates of pearl streams in the countless host, 

 singing to Father, Son, and Holy Ghost: 

 Alleluia! Alleluia!
 

Text: William W. How, 1823-1897 

DISMISSAL 

L Go in peace. Share the harvest. 

C Thanks be to God.  

 

POSTLUDE  Mark Jones, organ 

 

 

+     +     + 
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KOUNTZE	STAFF	

Pr. Lucy Wynard Senior Pastor 
Dn. Eric Haitz Deacon 
Pr. Ashley Hall Associate Pastor 
Barbara Carlsen Dir. of Music & Fine Arts 
Kristin Boe Director of Faith Formation 
Jim Smejkal Bldg. Super./Dir. of Cong. 

Activities
Toby Rees Director of Kountze Commons 
Sheila Valquier Youth Director 
Debbie Bogue Ofϐice Manager 
Danielle Fleming Administrative Assistant 
Noni Cambridge Staff Treasurer 
Judi Boe Financial Secretary 
Louis Flake Night Manager 
Kayla Slaight Janitorial Staff 
Mark Jones Organist 
David Gerard Saturday Accompanist 
Shannon Picha Nursery Director 

November 1 & 2,	2025	
Kountze	Memorial	Lutheran	Church	is	a	vibrant,	historic	faith	
community	that	welcomes	all	and	provides	ministries	for	all	ages	
and	walks	of	life.	We	are	a	“City‐wide	Church	with	a	World‐wide	
Ministry”	and	have	been	worshiping,	growing,	and	serving	in	
downtown	Omaha	for	over	165	years.	If	you	are	new	to	Kountze	
Memorial,	we	invite	you	to	visit	the	Welcome	Desk	in	the	Fellowship	
Hall	for	more	information	about	who	we	are	and	what	we	do. 

2650	Farnam	Street	 Omaha,	NE	68131	
402‐341‐7761	 www.kmlchurch.org	

Holy	Communion	
All who are baptized and trust in Christ's presence in Holy 
Communion are invited to commune at the Lord's Table. 
Children or anyone who does not commune will receive a 
blessing. It is the understanding of the universal Church that 
those who wish to commune with bread only (for health or 
other reasons) have communed fully. Our form of 
distribution is Intinction, meaning you will receive the wafer 
in your hand and then dip it into the wine. 

Children	in	Worship	
We believe that all are welcome in worship and encourage 
families to worship together. Activity bags, children’s Bibles, 
and bulletins are available, as well as a room just off the 
west side of the main sanctuary, that includes a TV and a 
variety of toys, games, and books for young children. 

Nursery 
Our nursery is available from 8:45 AM—noon for children 
0—2 years. Please ask an usher if you are unsure as to 
where our nursery is and would like to use it. 

Attendance	Cards	
All those attending worship are encouraged to ϐill out the 
card included in your bulletin and place in the offering 
plates located by the doors in the Nave. 

E‐news	&	Social	Media	
If you would like to receive our weekly e-news and monthly 
e-newsletter, add your e-mail address to the attendance
card in your bulletin.

Large	Print	Bulletins	and	Listening	Devices	
Please speak to an usher if you would like a large print 
bulletin or an assisted listening device.	

Scan	to	Give	Online	
Thank you 

for 
supporting 

the 
ministries 

of Kountze Memorial 
Lutheran Church.	

Today	at	Kountze	Memorial	

Altar	Flowers	are given to the glory of God given by 
Debbie Bogue in memory of John Bogue 

Children’s	Choir	&	Children’s	Sermon	
9:15	AM		
Grades	K‐6	
Children in grades K-6 are invited to join the 
Children's Choir with Barb Carlsen following the 9 
AM Children's Blessing. Children in grades K-4 not 
wanting to participate in Choir may join Kristin Boe 
for a children's sermon in the Upper Rooms. All the 
children will return to their seats in time to receive 
communion.  

Kountze	Café	
9:30—11:00	AM	
Join us each Sunday for breakfast. The suggested 
donation is $5 adults, $2.50 children 12 and younger 
for the hot breakfast and a free-will donation for the 
continental breakfast.  

Sunday	School	
10:10	AM	
Ages	2	years‐6th	Grade	
Join us in the 2nd Floor Sunday School Rooms where 
the children will see how Jesus taught his followers 
to live in God’s word and spread that message to 
others through art, games, storytelling, and missions. 
The kids can enjoy the same breakfast upstairs that  
is being served in the Fellowship Hall while listening 
to the lessons of the day. If you would like to support 
the Sunday School with donations of juice boxes or 
individual milk cartons, we would appreciate it and  
will be serving those with the breakfast. 

Connect	with	Pr.	Lucy	
Schedule a time 
to meet with Pas-
tor Lucy by fol-
lowing the link or 
QR Code. https://
calendly.com/pastor-
lucy/45min 



	

Cards	with	Friends	
Thursday,	November	6	
2	‐	4	PM	
Meet in the Fellowship Hall for a time together playing 
cards. Bring a snack to share. All are welcome. 
 
KMLC	Book	Group	
Fellowship	Lounge	
Sunday,	November	9	
12:15	PM	
This month we read Small	Things	Like	These	

by Claire Keegan. New members welcome. Join us! 
 
Lincoln	Lutheran	Choir	
Held	at	Kountze	Memorial	
Sunday,	November	9	
3	PM	
The Lincoln Lutheran Choir, under the direction of 
Artistic Director Jon Marquez and Accompanist Kayla 
Wombacher, will perform in concert at Kountze Memorial 
Lutheran Church at 3:00 PM on November 9. The 35-voice 
choir has a 40+ year history of singing sacred music in 

Today	at	Kountze	Memorial,	continued	

Youth	Forum	
Sundays,	10:15	AM	
Youth	Center	
Grades	7‐12	
You are invited to grab breakfast and bring it to the Youth 
Center each week during the Sunday Faith Formation 
hour. Today all youth are invited to stay in the Fellowship 
Hall as we celebrate All Saints & Deacon Eric’s 
installation. 

Adult	Forum	
Sundays,	10:10	AM 
Join us on Sunday mornings in the Fellowship Hall for a 
lite breakfast and then stay for Adult Forum. 
Nov.	2:  Installation Reception/All Saints  
Nov	9:		 Imagine: World  
 

Grief/Anxiety	Seminar	
Surviving…	Handling…		
THRIVING	through	the	Holidays!	
Sunday,	November	2—TODAY	
12:15	PM	(A	light	lunch	will	be	served)	
Do you feel anxious, sad, or worried when you think 

about the upcoming holiday season?  

Maybe you’ve lost someone important in your life and 
the grief still weighs on you.  

Or you might feel like your role is to keep the peace and 
make sure others have a magical holiday—while for 
you, it’s stressful and difϐicult.  

The idea of gathering with family and navigating all the 
dynamics, especially in today’s world, can be 
overwhelming.  

Pease join us for a light lunch and workshop with Rev. 
Cindi Steward, Lead Pastor of Faith Westwood United 
Methodist Church, and Vikki O’Hara, Director of Caring 
Ministries. They will lead a highly practical session on 
how to not just survive, but thrive this holiday season. Go 
into the holidays equipped and encouraged so that you 
can receive the joy, peace, and beauty of the season—
even alongside grief and stress. God can meet you in the 
midst of it all and give you a holy season too! 

	

November	2	Sunday	
All Saints Sunday 
Deacon Haitz Installation 
Homebound Communion 
8:00 AM & 10:00 AM Adult Choir 

Rehearsal 
9:00 AM & 11:00 AM Worship 
9:00 AM Nursery (0-2 yrs) 
9:15 AM Children's Choir (K-6) 
9:30 AM Kountze Cafe - Breakfast 
10:10 AM Faith Formation Hour 
12:15 PM Grief/Anxiety Seminar 

November	3	Monday	
10:00 AM Pantry 

November	4	Tuesday	
9:00 AM Staff Meeting 

November	5	Wednesday	
12:15 PM Worship 
6:00 PM Conϐirmation @ St. Timothy 
6:00 PM Handbell Rehearsal 
7:00 PM Adult Choir Rehearsal 

November	6	Thursday	
2:00 PM Cards with Friends 
4:00 PM Healing Gift Free Clinic 
7:00 PM Youth Committee 

November	7	Friday	
5:00 PM Pantry 

	

November	8	Saturday	
5:00 PM Worship 

November	9	Sunday	
Pentecost 22 
8:00 AM & 10:00 AM Adult Choir 

Rehearsal 
9:00 AM & 11:00 AM Worship 
9:00 AM Nursery (0-2 yrs) 
9:15 AM Children's Choir (K-6) 
9:30 AM Kountze Cafe - Breakfast 
10:10 AM Faith Formation Hour 
12:15 PM Book Group 
3:00 PM Lincoln Lutheran Choir 

This	Week	at	Kountze	Memorial	

For	Your	Calendar/News	&	Notes	



For	Your	Calendar/News	&	Notes,	continued	

Lincoln and throughout Eastern Nebraska. The Choir will 
sing a wide variety of Christian music, including works in 
Latin and Russian, as well as a capella anthems and 
traditional spirituals. There is no admission charge, but a 
free-will offering will be gathered. The public is 
enthusiastically invited! 
 
Parent’s	Night	Out	
Friday,	November	14	
6:00	PM	to	9:00	PM	at	KMLC	
Ages	2	‐	12	
The Youth of Kountze are providing dinner, crafts, and 

fun for your kids. Enjoy a quiet dinner or knock out 
some errands while we play games. 

Please RSVP to the church ofϐice or sign up at the 
Welcome Desk. A monetary donation is suggested with 
all proceeds going to beneϐit the Youth Trip to 
Pittsburgh this coming summer. 

 
Men's	6th	Annual	Chili	Cookoff	Lunch	
Thursday,	November	20	
11:30	AM	
Guys, do you have a winning chili recipe—or just love a 
good bowl of chili and great fellowship? Join us for our 6th 
Annual Men’s Chili Cookoff! Sign up at the Welcome Desk, 
call the church ofϐice, or email jim@kmlchurch.org by 
Tuesday, November 18 and let us know if you're coming 
and if you’ll be entering a pot of chili or attending as a 
taster. 
Cost: 
 Chili entrants: Free 
 Tasters: Suggested donation is a new stuffed animal or 

toy to be given as Christmas gifts to children served by 
the Kountze Food Pantry. 

Cornbread and dessert will be provided. Come sample the 
entries, vote for your favorites, and enjoy a fun afternoon 
of food, fellowship, and friendly competition! Prizes will 
be awarded to the top three chilis. 
 
Friendsgiving	
KMLC	Young	Adults	
Thursday,	November	20	
6:30	PM	in	the	Fellowship	Hall	
You are invited to join us for our next 20’s & 30’s 
gathering! We’ll share a potluck meal, play some favorite 
board games, and spend time connecting and celebrating 
our growing community. Bring a dish to share and come 
ready for fun and fellowship! 
 

Advent	Alternative	Gift	Market	
Sundays,	November	23	‐	December	14		
9:30	‐	11:30	AM	
Saturday	December	13	(after	the	Candle	Light	Carol	
Service)	
Plan to shop now! Shop next door to the Kountze Café 
area beginning November 23.  Shop ELCA Good Gifts for 
different monetary gifts that ϐight hunger and transform 
lives. Shop physical handmade gifts from Global Mamas 
that support women and their families in Ghana. Donate 
to the Kountze Memorial Healing Gift Free Clinic and/or 
our Love Thy Neighbor Food Pantry to help local families 
in honor of your family and friends. 
	
Conϐirmation	Classes	Continue	
St.	Timothy's	Lutheran	Church	
(93rd	&	Dodge)	
Grades	7	&	8	
Wednesdays,	6	‐	7:15	PM	
During Advent—beginning Dec. 3rd—Conϐirmation 
students should come to the Advent Midweek services 
and meals at Kountze Memorial. There will be no 
Conϐirmation Wednesday, November 26th. 
 
Kountze	Food	Pantry	
Our Love Thy Neighbor Food Pantry is in need of your 
gifts and service. The current needs this week for the 
pantry are soup, chili, cereal.	You may leave 
your donation in the box marked “Food 
Pantry,” located in the Fellowship Hall. Tax 
deductible slips are available on the inside 
pocket of the box. Please join us as a 
volunteer in the pantry in the Kountze Commons 
volunteer as it ϐits your schedule. We have options for 
volunteers of all abilities. Please use the QR code or the 
following link to sign up and join our mission. 

https://tinyurl.com/uausdddp 
If you have questions about the Pantry, you can call Toby 
Rees at 402-979-1425. 
 

Special	Note:	The Food Pantry is collecting gently used 
egg cartons and grocery bags. Thanks. 

Attendance	&	Giving	
Thursday,	Oct.	23—Wednesday,	Oct.	29	

 
Saturday: 32 
Sunday: 9:00: 162   11:00: 77 
Wednesday:	12:15:	6 6:30: 0 
Total: 277 
Streaming: 43	
Pantry	Guests	Served: 668 (inc. 283 children) 
Medical	Clinic	Guests	Served: 13 
Offering:	

$12,906.03 (Regular) $5,063.54 (Specials) 
$397.15 (Debt Reduction) 

Pantry 
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Our	faith	gives	us	hope.	
  
DAILY	BIBLE	READINGS	
  
These passages are related to the Lectionary texts for this Sunday. 
Sunday  Luke 6:20-31  Blessed are you who weep  
Monday  Daniel 7:1-3, 15-18  Daniel’s vision  
Tuesday  Ephesians 1:11-23  Paul’s prayer  
Wednesday  1 Corinthians 1:1-9  Greetings to the saints at Corinth  
Thursday  Psalm 130  Trusting the Lord  
Friday  2 Corinthians 8:1-15  Encouragement to be generous  
Saturday  Psalm 149  A new song of praise  
Sunday  Luke 20:27-38  Jesus speaks of the resurrection  
  
SCRIPTURE	VERSE	FOR	THIS	WEEK	 
“Blessed	are	you	who	are	hungry	now,	for	you	will	be	ϔilled.	Blessed	are	you	who	weep	now,	for	you	will	laugh.”	Luke	6:21	(NRSV)	 
  
PRAYERS	AND	BLESSING	 
A	Prayer	for	the	Week:	 
Almighty God, help us to recall with hope and love those who have died and for whom we grieve, that we may sing your praises 
through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen.  
Mealtime	Prayer:	 
Dear God, for the family and friends that have shared your love with us over the years and for this gift of food, we give you 
thanks through Christ Jesus our Lord. Amen.  
A	Blessing	to	Give:	 
May God bless you with joy.  
  
CARING	CONVERSATIONS	 
Discuss in your home, small group, or use for personal reϐlections:  
 What brings you comfort when you are sad or grieving?  
 How does faith in God comfort those who are sad or grieving?  
  
DEVOTIONS	 
Read:	Luke 6:20-31.  
In this reading, Jesus says, “Blessed	are	you	who	weep	now,	for	you	will	laugh.”	(v.21) Jesus’ promise that laughter will come to 
those who weep and grieve puts our lives into perspective. It can be hard to laugh when a loved one has died. And yet, even at 
funerals, we can share laughter while at the same time expressing deep grief. Telling personal stories of triumphs and human 
shortcomings and everything in between can remind us of our common humanity, our mortality, and our need for faith and 
hope. All Saints Sunday reminds us of our faith that gives us hope that our joy will be restored. It frees us to see opportunities in 
our lives not only to laugh but to love, to do good to others, even our enemies (v. 27). The ϐinal verse for the reading is the 
golden rule: “Do	to	others	as	you	would	have	them	do	to	you”	(v. 31). Remembering loved ones in faith reminds us that our lives 
are meant for joy and laughter and love that will not end.  
Discuss:	What memory of a loved one who has died brings you laughter and joy?  
Pray:	Almighty	God,	you	know	our	sense	of	loss	and	grief	is	real;	let	us	hear	again	and	again	your	promise	of	life	
everlasting	that	we	may	have	laughter	and	joy	through	Christ	Jesus.	Amen.	 
  
SERVICE	 
Jesus calls us to serve our neighbor in love. Based on the Daily Bible Readings and theme for this week, how can you care for 
someone who is sad or grieving?  
  
RITUALS	AND	TRADITIONS	 
The ϐirst Sunday in November is All Saints Sunday, a day in the church year for remembering Christians who have entered God’s 
heavenly kingdom. In observance of All Saints, research online or think about those you remember as famous Christians from 
the past. For example: Francis of Assisi, John Calvin, Martin Luther, and Mother Teresa. Say a prayer of thanks for their faith and 
service: Holy	God,	we	give	you	thanks	for	those	who	are	called	by	the	will	of	Christ	to	live	for	the	praise	of	your	glory.	
Amen. 

NEXT	WEEK’S	READINGS:  Job 19:23-27a; Psalm 17:1-9 
2 Thessalonians 2:1-5, 13-17; Luke 20:27-38 




