
Last month, under the same “Imagine” header, I started 
by saying “I am excited.” This month as I sit in the pre-dawn 
darkness at the very last minute before the newsletter 
needs to be printed, here is what I want to say: I am tired! 
All the things I mentioned last month – our new Deacon, 
and now a new Youth Director, new Council leaders, and 
the many, many activities ϐilling our calendars…  – it’s all 
still exciting stuff. God is indeed at work around and among 
us! But the reality of the world is also heavy, and I am 
ϐinite. I am tired. 

Our Pantry lines are growing signiϐicantly even as the 
amount of food we are receiving from the Food Bank comes 
in at a trickle. And we are braced for even more guests 
with the announcement that SNAP beneϐits won’t be paid 
in November while the government shutdown continues. 
Neighbors around us are scared. And too many of us feel 
helpless. We are ϐinite.

Within the congregation I am overwhelmed by all there is 
that we could be doing. I have to remind myself often these 
days that this is an endurance race, not a sprint. We do 
need to work on an updated church directory, and training 
our staff and leaders on the new management software, 
and getting the Memorials Committee and the Mercy & 
Justice Committee up and running again, and ϐiguring out 
what ministry to young adults looks like… and … and… but 
we won’t get it all done this month, and that’s good. We are 
ϐinite, and we don’t want to burn out.

And perhaps like some of you, I feel acutely the 
pressures of being part of the “sandwich generation”, 
with aging parents who need more care and support 
than they ever have, and young adult children who still 
need lots of patient care and support but can be prickly 

and unpredictable about how they want to receive it. The 
“mini” griefs and the second-guessing myself, alongside of 
feeling stretched thin – it’s all very real. I am ϐinite.

I wanted this newsletter article to be about Advent – to 
preview for you the themes we’ll be talking about this year. 
And perhaps it is, in a round-about way. Though we haven’t 
picked the themes speciϐically yet, Advent is a season 
to lean into and name the heaviness, the ϐiniteness, the 
longing for rest and relief. To Imagine… not from a place 
of gleeful excitement, but from a place of humble need, of 
tiredness, that God still comes to us, that there is a Savior 
on the way. That kind of Imagining brings a different kind 
of joy and courage. The kind that perhaps can burn longer 
within us, even if it doesn’t always burn quite as brightly. 

So if, like me, you’re feeling a little tired at this point, 
wondering about all the things on your plate and looking 
at the overwhelming world around us – know you are not 
alone. The Good News is that in the midst of the tiredness, 
the stress, the anxious heaviness of the world, God is at 
work. God is doing new things, restorative, healing things. 
There is enough – enough grace and Good News for all. It’s 
okay to let some of the things drop. To admit you are ϐinite 
and a little bit frightened. God will meet you where you are, 
with tenderness and love. Join me in taking a moment to 
take a deep breath… and remind ourselves, we’ll get there. 
Together. There’s hard work ahead, but it’s good work 
and it will bear fruit. Today it’s alright to take a break, and 
Imagine… help is on the way. God is on the way.
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Worship Times
Holy Communion is offered weekly at all three weekend liturgies which use 

resources from Evangelical Lutheran Worship:
Saturdays at 5:00 PM; Sundays at 9:00 and 11:00 AM
The 9:00 AM liturgy is broadcast on Cox Cable Channel 13 and is also live-

streamed and archived on our website (www.kmlchurch.org). The Sunday 
bulletin is available on our website.

Nursery care is provided on Sunday mornings from 8:45 AM until 12:00 PM 
as well as other Occasional Special Church Services.

A brief, spoken Eucharist is offered on Wednesdays from 12:15 - 12:45 PM in 
the Rotunda. During Advent and Lent these services are in the Sanctuary.

Photo by Jake Madison

In this issue...
• A Note from Deacon Eric
• Advent Alternative Gift Market
• Advent Meals
• Annual Advent Fair
• Blessing an Advent Wreath and 

Christmas Tree
• Calling all Artists and Makers!
• Candlelight Carol Service
• Cards with Friends
• Decorate for Advent
• Grief Seminar
• KMLC Book Group
• Lincoln Lutheran Choir
• Lutheran World Relief Quilt & Kits
• Men's 6th Annual Chili Cookoff
• Parent’s Night Out!
• Thanksgiving Dinner with St. Peter’s
• Women’s Fall Gathering

Altar Flowers, Eternal Candle, TV Broadcast
You can help us beautify the altar at Kountze or sponsor 

a television broadcast if you wish. This is a simple and 
meaningful way to honor a loved one who has passed 
away, celebrate a special anniversary or milestone, or can 
be given in thanksgiving for friends or family. Their names 
will appear in the church bulletin on the weekend you 
select.

Altar Flowers are provided by Janousek Florist and the 
cost is $20 a bouquet. The Eternal Candle is $7.50. The 
television broadcast is $220 per week. 

You can sign up for a date to provide ϐlowers, eternal 
candle, and/or our television broadcast by signing up in 
the Narthex, calling the church ofϐice, going online to our 
giving page, or placing a check in the mail or offering plate 
marked ϐlowers, candle, or TV ministry. Please let us know 
if it is in honor/memory/celebration of someone. Thanks.

Children in Worship
We believe that all are welcome in worship and 

encourage families to worship together. Activity bags, 
children’s bibles, 
and bulletins are 
available. We also 
have a room, just 
off the west side of 
the main sanctuary, 
that includes a TV 
and a variety of toys, 
games, and books 
for young children.

Worship with us on TV 
or via Internet Livestream

Our 9:00 AM worship 
service is broadcast 
live on television 
every Sunday on Cox 
Channel 13. You can 
also livestream the 
service right from your 
computer on our church 

website. Go to www.kmlchurch.org and click on the 
Livestreaming link on the Worship Tab. We encourage 
you to worship with us via television or Internet as you 
are able.
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10:10 - 10:50 AM 
Join us Sunday Mornings in the 

Fellowship Hall.

Nov 2:   Installation Reception/All Saints
Nov 9:   Imagine: World 
Nov 16:   Advent Preview/Imagine Next Steps
Nov 23:   Fellowship 
Nov 30:   Advent Fair 

Dear Kountze Memorial Family,
I am grateful and excited to 

join the pastoral staff of Kountze 
Memorial Lutheran Church 
as your Deacon. Over the past 
several years, I’ve had the joy 

of serving in the Western Iowa Synod as Director for 
Evangelical Mission, walking alongside congregations in 
renewal, mission development, youth engagement, and 
creative expressions of ministry. Now, I feel deeply blessed 
to begin this new chapter here in Omaha—joining a 
congregation with such a rich history of faith, service, and 
commitment to the gospel.

In these ϐirst months, my priority will be to listen and 
learn. I’ll be reaching out for conversations with members, 
the church council, and our incredible youth and young 
adults. I want to hear your stories—how you came to 
Kountze, what gives you joy in ministry, and how you 
see the Spirit moving in this community. I’m eager to 
learn how Kountze shares the good news of Christ’s love 
through worship, service, and relationships, and how we 
can continue to grow together in those callings. Please 
feel free to email me if you’d like to have a conversation as 
well!

I look forward to the work we’ll do together: deepening 
our connections, dreaming boldly for the future, and 
sharing the gospel in word and deed with all whom we 
encounter. Thank you for the warm welcome I’ve already 
received, and for welcoming my family with smiles and 
great conversation. I’m excited for the journey ahead and 
for all that God will do among us!
In Christ’s peace,
Deacon Eric Haitz
eric@kmlchurch.org

Thanksgiving Dinner with St. Peter’s
Thanksgiving Day, November 27
(11:00 AM to 1:00 PM)
St. Peter’s Catholic Parish (709 S 28th Street)

The dinner is co-sponsored with and held at St. Peter’s Catholic Church. Preparations are under way and volunteers are 
needed to:

• help clean turkeys Monday afternoon • donate pies/desserts; 
• set up Wednesday at St. Peter's; • serve food, greet, and/or clean tables during the meal

This event brings so many people in our community together in a spirit of Christian love and 
fellowship. Join us, either to volunteer or as a guest; all are welcome.

Please ϐill out the insert in the bulletin, contact Pr. Hall, or sign up at the Welcome Desk to volunteer. 
Monetary donations to help cover the cost of the turkeys will be most appreciated.

30th Annual Interfaith Thanksgiving Service
Christian, Jewish, Muslim
Sunday, November 23
6 PM
Hosted at Temple Israel

Join us for a meaningful evening of gratitude, reϐlection, 
and community as congregations from across Omaha’s 
diverse faith traditions come together for our annual 
Interfaith Thanksgiving Service. This year’s theme, 
Reconciliation Out of Brokenness, invites us to explore how 
forgiveness, compassion, and shared learning can heal 
and renew both hearts and communities. Through prayer, 
music, and messages from multiple faith leaders, we will 
celebrate the strength that emerges when we gather 
across differences in the spirit of hope and thanksgiving.

Following the service, all are invited to enjoy a dessert 
reception, a sweet opportunity to connect and continue 
the conversation with neighbors old and new. 

In that same spirit of unity and care, this year’s service 
will also raise funds to support Together, our local Omaha 
nonproϐit working to end hunger and homelessness. 
Our collective goal is to raise $5,000 to help ϐight food 
insecurity and ensure that every neighbor has access to 
nourishing meals this season. 
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Kountze Food Pantry 
Is your garden still producing and you 

are tired of preserving all those fruits 
and veggies?  Consider donating your 
fresh produce to our Pantry.  Previously, 
the Pantry received at least a pallet 
of fresh produce each week from the 

Foodbank of the Heartland.  
Now, we are not receiving 

any, which means your green thumb could help out our 
Pantry guests.  Also,  please consider donating food, 
beverages and hygiene products.  Food items that are 
always in great demand are canned fruits, vegetables, chili 
beans, pasta, pasta sauce, cereal, and soup.  Hygiene items 
such as body wash, soap, toothpaste, deodorant, shampoo, 
and razors are always helpful.

If you would like to donate monetarily or need 
assistance getting your donation to the pantry please 
reach out to Toby Rees at 402-979-1425 or toby@
kmlchurch.org.

If you would like to donate your time and skills please 
sign up using this link.

https://tinyurl.com/uausdddp/
If you have questions please feel free to reach out to 

Toby or any of the Pantry Board Members.  Thank you for 
considering this important mission of our congregation.  

Food Pantry Report
1/1/2025 - 9/30/2025

Income:
Grants $ -0-
Donations $ 39.122.49
Memorials $ 25.00

 $    39,147.49 

Expenses:
Grant Expense $ -0- 

Regular Expenses 
  Capital San. Supp. $ 461.90 
  Family Fare $ 717.25
  MUD $ 308.48
 Other $ 17,834.14
 $    19,360.77

Balance $ 19,360.77

Help Us Collate the December Good News
Tuesday, November 25
9 AM

Come be part of the crew that 
puts together the Good News! It’s a simple way to serve—
and a great way to catch up with church friends and enjoy 
a delicious lunch while you’re at it.

If you can join us, give the church ofϐice a call at 402-
341-7761 by Friday, October 24. That way we can let you 
know if anything changes.

Thanks for helping us get the Good News out.

Lutheran World Relief Quilt & Kits
On October 18 & 19, we blessed 

over 161 quilts and 10 school kits 
and 29 care kit before we sent 
them on our way where natural 
disasters strike or war drives 
families from their homes. We also 

collected $1,028.00 for shipping to send to LWR!
This year the sewing group also donated 14 quilts 

that were taken to the Carol Joy Holling quilt auction 
and brought in $1,630, and 12  quilts were donated to 
Lutheran Family Services for their Dana Village Project 
which supports young adults aging out of foster care.

Each quilt reϐlects God's loving presence in a world rife 
with suffering. Thank you to all of you who cut, ironed, 
sewed, tied, donated materials, or helped pay postage for 
these quilts. You have helped in a tangible way to express 
love to our neighbors in need.

If you would like to help make quilts to send out next 
year, we hope you will consider joining the sewing group 
on the 2nd Wednesday of each month at 9 AM. Sewing 
experience is a plus but not necessary. If you can use 
scissors, an iron, or tie your shoes, you can help make 
these quilts.

You can ϐind out more about LWR at https://lwr.org/
quilts. Hope to see you on November 12.

Note: The Port of Baltimore is the starting point 
for most shipments of LWR Quilts & Kits. From here, 
seafarers from all over the world transport these items 
across the seas to faraway places. But this spring, for the 
ϐirst time in LWR history, the ships themselves were the 
ϐinal destinations — and the seafarers were the intended 
recipients.

On March 26, a cargo ship crashed into the Francis Scott 
Key Bridge — located just a few miles from Lutheran 
World Relief ’s ofϐice in Baltimore, Maryland. The bridge 

conƟ nued on page 11
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               September 16, 2025

Ruth Henneman called the meeting to order at 6:04 PM 
The meeting agenda was approved as distributed. 
It was moved and seconded that the minutes of the 

previous meeting be approved as presented. Motion 
carried.  

Financial Report - The ϐinancial report shows that we 
are ahead of the budget by $1,428; we are currently not 
paying a salary for the Associate Minister position and 
the ϐinancials will soon reϐlect this change. A motion was 
made, seconded and carried.  

Old Business 
Associate Minister transition process – Deacon Eric 

Haitz begins October 7th .
October Council Meeting – the third Tuesday of the 

month is October 21; however this is the same day as the 
Fall Leadership Gathering in Kearney; please pencil in 
October 28 October for now. The date will be veriϐied with 
Pastor Lucy Wynard upon her return. 

With regards to other future council meetings, February 
17 is the Tuesday before Ash Wednesday. It was suggested 
we move that meeting to the week prior; this is dependent 
upon the ϐinancial committee and the ability to have 
a ϐinancial report available that early in the month. A 
different date for the February meeting will be determined.  

The Fall Council Retreat has been postponed with a 
new proposed date of November 21-22. Plan on a Friday 
evening dinner/gathering and a Saturday morning to early 
afternoon session. An outside speaker is not planned so 
the session could be shorter in duration than previous 
years. Date is tentative for now. 

Youth Director search – A candidate is interested, 
qualiϐied ,and very familiar with our congregation and 
youth.  

Omaha Streetcar project –  upon completion of the 
Harney bridge, the Farnam bridge will be deconstructed. 
Prepare for trafϐic patterns to change. 

New Business 
New Ofϐicers for 2025-26 
Ruth Henneman has agreed to be Vice President. Jennifer 

Bunge has agreed to be Secretary. A written vote was taken 
and tallied by Pastor Hall. The voting was unanimous and 
both nominees were approved. 

Ministry Areas and Committee Assignments: 
Marsha Vance has volunteered to ϐill the Leadership area 

vacancy. Jacque Johnson has volunteered to ϐill the Music 
and Worship vacancy. Lara McCormick has volunteered to 
ϐill the Community Engagement Vacancy. Leon Valquier has 
volunteered to ϐill the Membership vacancy. 

Check Signers: Tim, Ruth, Kate, and Lara are current 
check signers. Marsha and Bruce have agreed to be added 
as additional check signers. 

Stewardship theme: Imagine… Jennifer Bunge and 
Ruth Henneman described how Imagine was the theme of 
Synod Assembly and this theme will be extended to KMLC 
for stewardship. The season begins September 28 and 
ends November 9 (with a break for Reformation Sunday). 
There will be three focal points: Imagine what Kountze 
can do a) with the congregation, b) with the community, 
and c) with the greater world. Pastor Lucy Wynard’s letter 
in the newsletter will introduce this theme and a forum 
is scheduled for September 28. There are plans to cover 
a broad spectrum of stories from members, volunteers, 
missionaries, and more. The object is to inspire others 
with stories about why people choose Kountze. Individuals 
will be asked to answer three short questions such as 
“Why Kountze? What do you imagine? What do you hope 
for?”  The plan is to include bulletin inserts with photos 
and quotes as well as potential video messages to be 
shared during forums and/or social media outlets (i.e. a 
multimedia approach covering paper, electronic methods, 
social media, etc.). If you would like to share your story, 
or know of someone whose story you feel should be 
shared, please contact Jennifer Bunge, Tim Backora, Ruth 
Henneman, or Pastor Wynard.

Staff Reports: 
All reports were read ahead of time, and no concerns 

or questions were raised. There were no council member 
concerns that were not on the agenda. 

The church picnic scheduled for this upcoming Sunday 
seems to have enough volunteers. 

The Nebraska Synod has planned an outing at Glacial Till 
in Ashland for the afternoon of September 28. Please refer 
to website to register if interested. They will highlight four 
ministries and the registration fee is nominal. 

The meeting ended at 6:53 PM with the Lord’s Prayer. 
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Pastoral Acts 
Sept. 16, 2025 - Oct. 15, 2025

Weddings:
Amanda Saxen & Andy Sifers, 

September 27

Funerals:
Paul Niehaus, September 19
Beverly Traub, September 30
Ruth Martis, October 11
Audrey Nelson, October 14

Advent Alternative Gift Market
Sundays, November 23 - December 14 
9:30 - 11:30 AM
Saturday December 13 (after the Candle Light Carol Service)

Plan to shop now! We will again have the opportunity 
to do some Christmas shopping and give a gift that shares 
God’s love and truly makes a difference in someone’s life. 
Honor your family and friends with an Alternative Gift this Christmas.

Shop next door to the Kountze Café area beginning November 23. 
• Shop ELCA Good Gifts for different monetary gifts that ϐight hunger and 

transform lives.
• Shop physical handmade gifts from Global Mamas that support women and 

their families in Ghana.
• Donate to the Kountze Memorial Healing Gift Free Clinic and/or our Love 

Thy Neighbor Food Pantry to help local families in honor of your family and 
friends.

Creating Fall Expressions - A Fall Retreat
Women's Fall Gathering
November 1
10 AM - 2:30 PM
Lunch will be provided

Step into autumn with a day designed just for you! We’ll 
enjoy:

• Tea Cup Flower Arranging – bring the beauty of the 
season to life.

• Paper Quilling – discover the ancient art of turning strips 
of paper into delicate designs.

Bring a friend and make it even more fun! This is the 
perfect time to slow down, learn something new, and share 
laughter with friends.

Please sign up at the Welcome Desk in the Fellowship Hall 
or contact the church ofϐice by Sunday, October 26 so we 
know how many to plan on for lunch.

Grief/Anxiety Seminar
Surviving...
Handling...
THRIVING through the Holidays!
Sunday, November 2
12:15 PM

Do you feel anxious, sad, or 
worried when you think about the 

upcoming holiday season?
Maybe you’ve lost someone important in your life 

and the grief still weighs on you. Or you might feel like 
your role is to keep the peace and make sure others 
have a magical holiday—while for you, it’s stressful and 
difϐicult. The idea of gathering with family and navigating 
all the dynamics, especially in today’s world, can be 
overwhelming. Or perhaps the holidays simply leave you 
feeling alone.

Pease join us for a light lunch and workshop with Rev. 
Cindi Steward, Lead Pastor of Faith Westwood United 
Methodist Church, and Vikki O’Hara, Director of Caring 
Ministries. They will lead a highly practical session on 
how to not just survive, but thrive this holiday season. Go 
into the holidays equipped and encouraged so that you 
can receive the joy, peace, and beauty of the season—even 
alongside grief and stress. God can meet you in the midst 
of it all and give you a holy season too!

Please sign up at the Welcome Desk or contact the 
church ofϐice to let us know if you'll be attending.

First Communion

On reformation Sunday, four 
of our children made their First 
Communion. Children pictured 
above are Nathan Carlberg, Winston 
Hadϐield, Emily Jensen, and Theo 
Pignatore.
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KMLC Book Group
Sunday, November 9
Small Things Like These by Claire Keegan
12:15 PM
Fellowship Lounge

This is a novel set in a small town in Ireland in 1985 a few weeks 
before Christmas.  Bill Furlong is a coal merchant and works 
hard to support his wife and ϐive daughters.  Bill had a difϐicult 

childhood and worked his way to success as a business man.  On an early 
morning delivery to the local convent, Bill makes a disturbing discovery which 
reminds him of his past and causes him to make a difϐicult decision which 
transcends the revelation of what happened in Ireland.  This is a story of hope, 
heroism, and empathy.  Claire Keegan is a powerful author who has won many 
awards.  She was raised on a farm in Ireland.

Note:  There will be no book group in December. See you in 2026!

If You are Hospitalized...

If you or someone you know is ill or 
hospitalized, please be sure to let the 

church ofϐice know
at 402-341-7761 or e-mail info@

kmlchurch. org. 

Cards with Friends
Thursday, November 6
2 PM

Join us in the Fellowship Hall on the ϐirst Thursday of each 
month for a fun and relaxed time playing cards and enjoying 
great company. Feel free to bring a snack to share, but most importantly, just 
bring yourself! Everyone is welcome—come be part of the fun!

Help Deliver Altar Flowers 
to the Sick & Homebound

After the 11:00 AM service 
on Sundays, donated altar 
ϐlower bouquets can be taken to 
hospitalized members, nursing 
homes, or care centers. This is a great 
way to brighten someone’s day and 
to grow friendships! 

If you are at the 11:00 AM service 
and know of someone who would 
like to be remembered in this way, 
please take one of the bouquets 
to them. If you attended another 
service but would like to deliver 
ϐlowers, please call the church ofϐice 
on Monday to see if they are still 
available.

Your help is appreciated!

Men's 6th Annual Chili Cookoff Lunch
Thursday, November 20
11:30 AM

Guys, do you have a winning chili recipe—or just love a good bowl of chili 
and great fellowship? Join us for our 6th Annual Men’s Chili Cookoff!

Sign up at the Welcome Desk, call the church ofϐice, or email jim@kmlchurch.
org by Tuesday, November 18 and let us know if you're coming and if you’ll be 
entering a pot of chili or attending as a taster.
Cost:

• Chili entrants: Free
• Tasters: Suggested donation is a new stuffed animal or toy to be given as 

Christmas gifts to children served by the Kountze Food Pantry.
Cornbread and dessert will be provided. Come sample the entries, vote for 

your favorites, and enjoy a fun afternoon of food, fellowship, and friendly 
competition! Prizes will be awarded to the top three chilis.

Candlelight Carol Service
Saturday, December 13
Prelude 4:30 PM
Service 5:00 PM

The annual Candlelight Carol Service has become a beloved tradition at Kountze Memorial 
Lutheran Church! We hope that you, your family, and friends can join us for this special service of 
Sacred Scripture and Poetry, Congregational Carols, Communion, and Choral, Handbell and Instrumental Music. Please 
join us for this special evening as we journey through Advent and celebrate the Birth of Our Savior! Nursery care will be 
provided.

Cheese and Dessert Reception Following the Service.
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Sunday School
10:10 AM
Ages 2 years-6th Grade

Our 2nd ϐloor Sunday School rooms 
are full of energy, creativity, and faith! 
Through storytelling, art, games, and 

mission projects, children learn what it means to live as 
followers of Jesus.

Breakfast is served upstairs so kids can eat while they 
learn. If you’d like to help, donations of juice boxes or 
individual milk cartons are always appreciated. Thank you 
for caring for our kids!

Children's Choir
9:15 AM (following 9:00 AM Children's Blessing)
2nd Floor Sunday School Music Room
Grades K-6

Join Barb Carlsen and friends for a 
joyful time of singing and sharing God’s 
love through music! Children in grades 
K–6 are encouraged to come make music 
together each week as they learn songs of 
faith and praise.

If you have any questions, please feel free to contact Barb 
in the church ofϐice at 402-341-7761.

Confirmation Classes Continue
St. Timothy's Lutheran Church 
(93rd & Dodge)
Wednesdays
6 - 7:15 PM
Grades 7 & 8

Parent’s Night Out!
Ages 2 - 12
Friday, November 14
6 - 9 PM
The Youth of Kountze are providing dinner, 
crafts, and fun for your kids. Enjoy a quiet 
dinner or knock out some errands while we 
play games.

Please RSVP to the church ofϐice. A monetary donation is 
suggested with all proceeds going to beneϐit the Youth Trip 
to Pittsburgh this coming summer.

Annual Advent Fair
November 30
10:00 AM - Noon

Join us in making a variety of Christmas decorations 

including an Advent wreath, Christmas 
cards, an Advent prayer placemat, an 
ornament, and more. There will be 
activities for the children and a photo 
booth for all. This year we will be collecting 
toiletries with an emphasis on 3 in one 
wash, razors, deoderant, lotion, and 
toothbrushes/toothpaste for the Kountze 
Pantry guests.

Sundays, 10:15 AM
Youth Center
Grades 7-12

You are invited to grab breakfast and a 
friend and go to the Youth Center each week 
during the Sunday Faith Formation hour.

Calling all Artists and Makers!
In February, the Youth will 

be hosting an Art Show to raise 
funds for their service trip to 
Philadelphia. If you would like to 
donate a piece of art or handmade 
goods to support this cause, it 
would be greatly appreciated. All 
art is welcome! Painters, quilters, knitters, stained glass, 
mosaic, collage,etc. If you are interested in participating, 
please contact Kristin Boe at kristin@kmlchurch.org.

Welcome Our Part-Time Youth Director!
After several months of 

searching, we have found the 
perfect person to serve as our new 
Part-Time Youth Director!

Please join us in welcoming 
Sheila Valquier to the Kountze 
staff. Sheila is no stranger to 
Kountze or to youth ministry, and 

we are thrilled to ofϐicially have her in this new role. Her 
passion for young people and her longtime connection to 
our congregation will be a true blessing to our youth and 
their families.

If you would like to reach Sheila, you can contact her 
through the church ofϐice, and we will make sure she gets 
your message. You may also email her directly at sheila@
kmlchurch.org.

We’re grateful to have Sheila on board and look forward 
to all that God will do through her leadership!
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December 3, 10, and 17
Lunch: 11:00 AM – Noon
Supper: 5:00 – 6:30 PM

Advent lunches and suppers 2025 are just around the corner:
• Please mark your calendars and join us for one or all three meals this year.
• Bring your family, friends, and neighbors and meet at Kountze for lunch or dinner. 

• We will have a vegetarian option at each of the meals.
• All meals are free will offering and served with choice of coffee, water, or tea. 
We can always use volunteers to help with prep, serving, or clean-up. Please sign up at the welcome desk or by emailing 

jim@kmlchurch.org if you can help.
Note: Conϐirmation Youth are expected to attend Advent services and meals as part of their continued learning.

Blessing an Advent Wreath and Christmas Tree

Blessing the Advent Wreath
The blessing 

of an Advent 
Wreath takes 
place on the 
First Sunday 
of Advent or 
on the evening 
before the First 
Sunday of Advent. All may make the 
sign of the cross as a parent/ leader 
says:
L Our help is in the name of the 

Lord.
Response (R) Who made heaven 
and earth.

Then the Scripture, Isaiah 9: (lines 
1-2 and 5-6) or Isaiah 63 (lines 16-17 
& 19) or Isaiah 64 (lines 2-7) is read. 
These readings may be done by the 
children.
L The Word of the Lord.
R Thanks be to God.

With hands joined, a parent/leader 
says:
L Let us pray: Lord our God, we 

praise you for your Son, Jesus 
Christ: he is Emmanuel, the hope 
of the peoples, he is the wisdom 
that teaches and guides us, he is 
the Savior of every nation. Lord 
God, let your blessing come upon 
us as we light the candles of this 
wreath. May the wreath and its 
light be a sign of Christ’s promise 
to bring us salvation. May he come 
quickly and not delay. We ask this 
through Christ our Lord.

R Amen.

 Blessing of a Christmas Tree
(Whether done 

on Christmas Eve or 
when the tree is put up 
earlier).
With the family 
gathered, all may 
make a sign of the 
cross. A paren leader 
says:
L Let us pray: O 

God,who made 
this holy night 
[or, if done before 
Christmas Eve: 
this holy season] 
shine with the 
brightness of new light. Bless 
this tree which we adorn with 
lights to honor him who comes 
to enlighten us. Let us see in this 
tree your beautiful simplicity and 
humble strength. Let this tree 
remind us of our responsibility for 
the care of your good earth. We 
ask this through Christ our Lord.

R Amen.

Decorate for Advent
Saturday, November 29
9:30 AM

You and your family can be part of creating an inviting atmosphere that will 
inspire hope, love, joy, and peace in our community by helping to decorate for Advent. No special skills are required—just 
your enthusiasm and willingness to contribute to this joyful project. Join us!
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November 1 Saturday
Homebound Communion
10:00 AM Women's Fall Gathering
5:00 PM Worship
Deacon Eric's Installation

November 2 Sunday
Daylight Savings--fall back 1 hour 

All Saints Sunday
Deacon Eric's Installation
8:00 AM & 10:00 AM Adult Choir
9:00 AM & 11:00 AM Worship
9:00 AM Nursery (0-2 yrs)
9:15 AM Children's Choir (K-6)
9:30 AM Kountze Cafe - Breakfast
10:10 AM Faith Formation Hour
12:15 PM Grief Seminar

November 3 Monday
10:00 AM Pantry

November 4 Tuesday
9:00 AM Staff Meeting

November 5 Wednesday
12:15 PM Worship
6:00 PM Confirmation @ St. 

Timothy
7:00 PM Adult Choir Rehearsal

November 6 Thursday
2:00 PM Cards with Friends
4:00 PM Healing Gift Free Clinic
7:00 PM Youth Committee

November 7 Friday
5:00 PM Pantry

November 8 Saturday
5:00 PM Worship

November 9 Sunday
Pentecost 22
8:00 AM & 10:00 AM Adult Choir
9:00 AM & 11:00 AM Worship
9:00 AM Nursery (0-2 yrs)
9:15 AM Children's Choir (K-6)
9:30 AM Kountze Cafe - Breakfast
10:10 AM Faith Formation Hour
12:15 PM Book Group
3:00 PM Lincoln Lutheran Choir

November 10 Monday
10:00 AM Pantry

November 11 Tuesday
Veterans Day
9:00 AM Staff Meeting

November 12 Wednesday
9:00 AM Sewing Group
12:15 PM Worship
1:00 PM Devotions @ deFreese 

Manor
4:00 PM Executive Committee
6:00 PM Confirmation @ St. 

Timothy
November 13 Thursday

Council Reports Due
9:30 AM WELCA Board
11:30 AM Property Committee
4:00 PM Healing Gift Free Clinic

November 14 Friday
Wedding Rehearsal
5:00 PM Pantry

November 15 Saturday
Good News Deadline
Rees & Elliott Wedding
5:00 PM Worship

November 16 Sunday
Pentecost 23
8:00 AM & 10:00 AM Adult Choir
9:00 AM & 11:00 AM Worship
9:00 AM Nursery (0-2 yrs)
9:15 AM Children's Choir (K-6)
9:30 AM Kountze Cafe - Breakfast
10:10 AM Faith Formation Hour

November 17 Monday
10:00 AM Pantry
6:00 PM HGFC Clinic Board
Classroom

November 18 Tuesday
9:00 AM Staff Meeting
1:00 PM Prayer Shawl Group
6:00 PM Congregation Council

November 19 Wednesday
12:15 PM Worship
6:00 PM Confirmation @ St. 

Timothy
November 20 Thursday

11:30 AM Men's Lunch
4:00 PM Healing Gift Free Clinic
6:00 PM Circle 5

November 21 Friday
5:00 PM Pantry

November 22 Saturday
5:00 PM Worship

November 23 Sunday
Christ the King
8:00 AM & 10:00 AM Adult Choir
9:00 AM & 11:00 AM Worship
9:00 AM Nursery (0-2 yrs)
9:15 AM Children's Choir (K-6)
9:30 AM Kountze Cafe - Breakfast
10:10 AM Faith Formation Hour
6:00 PM Interfaith Thanksgiving 

Service
November 24 Monday

10:00 AM Pantry
November 25 Tuesday

9:00 AM Staff Meeting
9:00 AM Good News Assembly
12:30 PM Circle 3

November 26 Wednesday
12:15 PM Worship

November 27 Thursday
Thanksgiving
OFFICE CLOSED
11:30 AM - 1:00 PM Thanksgiving 

Meal @ St. Peters
November 28 Friday

OFFICE CLOSED
November 29 Saturday

9:30 AM Decorate for Advent
5:00 PM Worship

November 30 Sunday
Advent 1
Advent Fair
8:00 AM & 10:00 AM Adult Choir
9:00 AM & 11:00 AM Worship
9:00 AM Nursery (0-2 yrs)
9:15 AM Children's Choir (K-6)
9:30 AM Kountze Cafe - Breakfast
10:10 AM Faith Formation Hour

Schedule a time to 
meet with Pastor Lucy by 
following the link or QR 
Code to the right... 

https://
calendly.

com/pastor-
lucy/45min
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1. Myrt Hinrichs, A Jones, Cameron 
McCarthy, Sherry Nickel, Daniel Reeves, 
Cody Schramm

2. Penny Matuszeski, Richard Nelson
3. Danna Grinnell
4. John McDermott
5. Lora Sarich
6. Kimberly Grassmeyer, Jane Kidder, 

Melissa Osentowski
7. Patrick Kuehn, Corey Wagg, Tiffany 

Zaporowski
8. Randy Rolfe, Wyatt Salmon, Angie Svacina
9. Tyler Anderson, Shirley Dietrich, Pamela Dufϐield, 

Leslie Hartmann, Doug Heim, Paul Nippert, Carolyn 
Wheeler

10. Robin Jones, Paulette Luetje, Katrina Venn, Tyler 
Willson

11. Janette Catron, Scott Dixon, Timothy Snyder, Dean 
Vancaster

12. Zeya Klemmensen, Deanna Lundin, Jameson McShane, 
Christina Raber, Dannika Rees, Jeanne Schramm, 
Claire Smock

13. Anthony Jones, Kris Olson, Eleanor Ward, Diana 
Wilkins

14. Sharon Anderson, Wyatt Debutts, Jeremiah 
Hashberger, Christopher Vawter

15. Blake Gittler

16. Ty Councill, Robin Ferguson, Christopher Fischer, Terri 
Krisor

18. Kristen Freier, Hailee Kjeldgaard, Cole Schramm, 
Audrey Ward

19. Vanessa Bang, Braden Bonacci, Antonio Costanzo, 
Colton Putnam, Lynn Schneiderman, Jeanette Sikora, 
Sarah Willson

20. Ken Johnson, Garrett Zaporowski
21. Jamie Andrews, Justin Diggins, Paul Gittler, Bryon Line, 

Stacy Martin, Matthew Minturn
22. Katharine Lefebvre, Derek Reichert, Sarah Reida, Carol 

Stoltenberg
23. June Anderson, Paul Carlson, Kyle Johnson, Kent 

Rasmussen, Roberta Worm
24. Benjamin Brinkman, Emma Chand, Tristan Johnson, 

Kyra Peterson, Doug Reed, Nick Wemhoff
25. Damon Bartek, Nancy Kirkvold, Jacob Stier, Benjamin 

Svacina
26. Dennis Beckman, Evelyn Fialho, Jeremy Lange, Kara 

Radwan
27. Adam Arispe, Sean McLeod, Duane Retzlaff
28. Walter Nash, Donna Reinig
29. Brigita Freier, Benjamin Hinrichs
30. Kay Bannick, Carl Englert, Stefanie Ervin, Katie 

Harshbarger, Josh Kellams, John Mertz, Debbie 
Robinson

Kountze Commons Mortgage Update
Loan Balance, 9/1/2025 .................................................... $ $697,673.40 
Principal Payment, 10/1/2025 ................................................ $3,408.89
Interest Payment, 10/1/2025 .............................................  $ $2,296.11 
Balance, 10/1/2025 ...........................................................  $ $694,264.51 

Finances: September, 2025
September Year-to-Date

Total General Fund
Income:  $     65,271.01   $    $743,714.78 
Expenses:
 Mission Support: $  5,833.33 $      52,499.93 
 Faith Formation: $ 1,738.35  $     16,157.91  
 Facility Costs: $    12,771.35  $    147,747.27 
 Staff Comp. & Beneϐits: $  52,594.29  $     472,215.76 
  Worship & Music: $  4,231.47  $     41,311.36   
 Ofϐice & Administration: $  2,090.08  $    31,571.10 
 Membership: $  1,427.59  $     13,671.54 
 Finance: $ - 0 - $ - 0 -
 Leadership: $  $  3,833.01 
 Justice & Mercy: $ 97.74  $ 97.74 
Total Expenses:  $     80,784.20   $    $779,105.62  
Total Net Income:  $     (15,513.19) $  (35,390.84)

collapsed, killing six people and trapping 11 ships 
in the port for several weeks.

Because LWR depends on the hard work and 
sacriϐice of seafarers to carry your love around the 
world, we knew we had to offer comfort, support 
and practical items to make their long stay in 
Baltimore more comfortable.

LWR Quilts & Kits continued from page 4

Bye-Bye Summer
Daylight Saving Time Is Ending
Sunday, November 2
2:00 AM
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"Sing for Their Supper"

The results are in! Thanks to all who contributed 
to our protein drive & voted with your cans for a 
favorite hymn. The ϐinal results were tight, and 

we're not sure there wasn't some "adjustments" made... but,
• in 1st place with 54 votes was Blessed Assurance, the hymn nominated by Jim 

Smejkal! 
• Almost tied for 2nd & 3rd were I Love to Tell the Story - 46 votes, nominated by 

Barb Carlsen and 
• A Mighty Fortress - 45 votes, nominated by Pastor Lucy,
• Christ is Made the Sure Foundation - 30 votes nominated by Pr. Hall, and
• last, but not least is A Place in the Choir - 12 votes, nominated by Kristin Boe.
We'll be singing each of these in the coming weeks. In all we collected almost 

200 cans of protein for our Pantry guests. Just because our hymn competition 
is over doesn't mean we're not eager for your donations, though. Do you have a 
group who might come up with a fun way to gather food for the Pantry? Or just 
pick up some extra tuna the next time you're at the grocery store! We always 
appreciate it!

Lincoln Lutheran Choir
Held at Kountze Memorial
Sunday, November 9
3 PM

The Lincoln 
Lutheran Choir, 
under the direction 
of Artistic Director 
Jon Marquez and 
Accompanist Kayla 
Wombacher, will perform in concert 
at Kountze Memorial Lutheran 
Church at 3:00 PM on November 
9. The 35-voice choir has a 40+

year history of singing sacred 
music in Lincoln and throughout 
Eastern Nebraska. The Choir will 
sing a wide variety of Christian 
music, including works in Latin 
and Russian, as well as a capella 
anthems and traditional spirituals. 
There is no admission charge, but a 
free-will offering will be gathered. 
The public is enthusiastically 
invited!


