
Holy	Communion	
All who are baptized and trust in Christ's presence in Holy 
Communion are invited to commune at the Lord's Table. 
Children or anyone who does not commune will receive a 
blessing. It is the understanding of the universal Church that 
those who wish to commune with bread only (for health or 
other reasons) have communed fully. Our form of distribution 
is Intinction, meaning you will receive the wafer in your hand 
and then dip it into the wine. 

Children	in	Worship	
We believe that all are welcome in worship and encourage 
families to worship together. Activity bags, children’s Bibles, 
and bulletins are available, as well as a room just off the west 
side of the main sanctuary, that includes a TV and a variety of 
toys, games, and books for young children. 

Nursery 
Our nursery is available from 8:45 AM—noon for children 0—
2 years. Please ask an usher if you are unsure as to where our 
nursery is and would like to use it. 

Attendance	Cards	
All those attending worship are encouraged to ϐill out the card 
included in your bulletin and place in the offering plates 
located by the doors in the Nave. 

E‐news	&	Social	Media	
If you would like to receive our weekly e-news and monthly e-
newsletter, add your e-mail address to the attendance card in 
your bulletin. 

Large	Print	Bulletins	and	Listening	Devices	
Please speak to an usher if you would like a large print bulletin 
or an assisted listening device. 

Scan	to	Give	Online	
Thank you 

for 
supporting 

the 
ministries 

of Kountze Memorial 
Lutheran Church.	

Altar	Flowers	are given to the glory of God in honor 
of Jane Kidder's 20th birthday given by Mark & 
Tarna Kidder 
 
Altar	Flowers,	Eternal	Candle	and	Television	
Broadcast	are sponsored by Glenn & Sharon  
Anderson in honor of their 70th wedding 
anniversary  
 

Children’s	Choir	&	Children’s	Sermon	
9:15	AM		
Grades	K‐6	
Children in grades K-6 are invited to join the 
Children's Choir with Barb Carlsen following the 9 
AM Children's Blessing. Children in grades K-4 not 
wanting to participate in Choir may join Kristin Boe 
for a children's sermon in the Upper Rooms. All the 
children will return to their seats in time to receive 
communion.  
 

Kountze	Café	
9:30—11:00	AM	
Join us each Sunday for breakfast. The suggested 
donation is $5 adults, $2.50 children 12 and younger 
for the hot breakfast and a free-will donation for the 
continental breakfast.  
 

Sunday	School	
10:10	AM	
Ages	2	years‐6th	Grade	
Join us in the 2nd Floor Sunday School Rooms where 
the children will see how Jesus taught his followers 
to live in God’s word and spread that message to 
others through art, games, storytelling, and missions. 
The kids can enjoy the same breakfast upstairs that  

Connect	with	Pr.	Lucy	
Schedule a time 
to meet with Pas-
tor Lucy by fol-
lowing the link or 
QR Code. https://
calendly.com/pastor-
lucy/45min 

KOUNTZE	STAFF	
  

Pr. Lucy Wynard Senior Pastor 
Dn. Eric Haitz Deacon 
Pr. Ashley Hall Associate Pastor 
Barbara Carlsen Dir. of Music & Fine Arts 
Kristin Boe Director of Faith Formation 
Jim Smejkal Bldg. Super./Dir. of Cong. 
 Activities 
Toby Rees Director of Kountze Commons 
Sheila Valquier Youth Director 
Debbie Bogue Ofϐice Manager 
Danielle Fleming Administrative Assistant 
Noni Cambridge Staff Treasurer 
Judi Boe Financial Secretary 
Louis Flake Night Manager 
Kayla Slaight Janitorial Staff 
Mark Jones Organist 
David Gerard Saturday Accompanist 
Shannon Picha Nursery Director 

2650	Farnam	Street	 Omaha,	NE	68131	
402‐341‐7761	 www.kmlchurch.org	

November	8	&	9,	2025	
Kountze	Memorial	Lutheran	Church	is	a	vibrant,	historic	faith	
community	that	welcomes	all	and	provides	ministries	for	all	ages	
and	walks	of	life.	We	are	a	“City‐wide	Church	with	a	World‐wide	
Ministry”	and	have	been	worshiping,	growing,	and	serving	in	
downtown	Omaha	for	over	165	years.	If	you	are	new	to	Kountze	
Memorial,	we	invite	you	to	visit	the	Welcome	Desk	in	the	Fellowship	
Hall	for	more	information	about	who	we	are	and	what	we	do. 



	

LFS	Refugee	Services	Winter	Coat	Drive		
This	Week	through	Friday,	November	14	
They are collecting coats, jackets, and winter gear for all 
ages and distributing them to their refugee clients to 
help prepare them for the cold season. A donation box is 
available in the lobby area for Omaha and Council Bluffs 
during business hours, 8 AM - 4  PM.  
 Omaha	ofϐice	address:	7929 West Center Rd 
 Council	Bluffs	ofϐice	address:	300 W Broadway  
 
 

Parent’s	Night	Out	
Friday,	November	14	
6:00	PM	to	9:00	PM	at	KMLC	
Ages	2	‐	12	
The Youth of Kountze are providing dinner, crafts, and 

fun for your kids. Enjoy a quiet dinner or knock out 
some errands while we play games. 

Please RSVP to the church ofϐice or sign up at the 
Welcome Desk. A monetary donation is suggested with 
all proceeds going to beneϐit the Youth Trip to 
Pittsburgh this coming summer. 

Today	at	Kountze	Memorial,	continued	

is being served in the Fellowship Hall while listening 
to the lessons of the day. If you would like to support 
the Sunday School with donations of juice boxes or 
individual milk cartons, we would appreciate it and  
will be serving those with the breakfast. 
 
Youth	Forum	
Sundays,	10:15	AM	
Youth	Center	
Grades	7‐12	
You are invited to grab breakfast and bring it to the 
Youth Center each week during the Sunday Faith 
Formation hour. 
	
Adult	Forum	
Sundays,	10:10	AM 
Join us on Sunday mornings in the Fellowship Hall for a 
lite breakfast and then stay for Adult Forum. 
Nov	9:		 Imagine: World  
Nov	16:		Imagine: What’s Next?  

Lincoln	Lutheran	Choir	
Held	at	Kountze	Memorial	
Sunday,	November	9	
3	PM	
The Lincoln Lutheran Choir, under the direction of 
Artistic Director Jon Marquez and Accompanist Kayla 
Wombacher, will perform in concert at Kountze 
Memorial this Sunday afternoon. The 35-voice choir has 
a 40+ year history of singing sacred music in Lincoln and 
throughout Eastern Nebraska. The Choir will sing a wide 
variety of Christian music, including works in Latin and 
Russian, as well as a capella anthems and traditional 
spirituals. There is no admission charge, but a free-will 
offering will be gathered. The public is enthusiastically 
invited! 

	

November	9	Sunday	
Pentecost 22 
8:00 AM & 10:00 AM Adult Choir 

Rehearsal 
9:00 AM & 11:00 AM Worship 
9:00 AM Nursery (0-2 yrs) 
9:15 AM Children's Choir (K-6) 
9:30 AM Kountze Cafe - Breakfast 
10:10 AM Faith Formation Hour 
12:15 PM Book Group 
3:00 PM Lincoln Lutheran Choir 

November	10	Monday	
10:00 AM Pantry 

November	11	Tuesday	
Veterans Day 
9:00 AM Staff Meeting 
 

November	12	Wednesday	
9:00 AM Sewing Group 
12:15 PM Worship 
1:00 PM Devotions @ deFreese 

Manor 
4:00 PM Executive Committee 
6:00 PM Conϐirmation @ St. Timothy 
6:00 PM Handbell Rehearsal 

November	13	Thursday	
Council Reports Due 
9:30 AM WELCA Board 
11:30 AM Property Committee 
4:00 PM Healing Gift Free Clinic 

November	14	Friday	
Wedding Rehearsal 
5:00 PM Pantry 
6:00 PM Parent’s Night Out 

November	15	Saturday	
Good News Deadline 
Rees & Elliott Wedding 
5:00 PM Worship 

November	16	Sunday	
Pentecost 23 
8:00 AM & 10:00 AM Adult Choir 

Rehearsal 
9:00 AM & 11:00 AM Worship 
9:00 AM Nursery (0-2 yrs) 
9:15 AM Children's Choir (K-6) 
9:30 AM Kountze Cafe - Breakfast 
10:10 AM Faith Formation Hour 

This	Week	at	Kountze	Memorial	

For	Your	Calendar/News	&	Notes	



For	Your	Calendar/News	&	Notes,	continued	

Children’s	Choir	
Sunday,	November	16	
9	&	11	AM	Service—arrive	at	8:35	AM	
Our Children’s Choir will sing We	Are	the	Church	at both 
the 9 and 11 AM services (at the beginning of the 11 AM 
service). We’ll gather for a brief practice in the sanctuary 
at 8:35 AM. Thank you for your support and 
participation—it’s always such a joy to see our children 
leading us in worship!  
 
Men's	6th	Annual	Chili	Cookoff	Lunch	
Thursday,	November	20	
11:30	AM	
Guys, do you have a winning chili recipe—or just love a 
good bowl of chili and great fellowship? Join us for our 
6th Annual Men’s Chili Cookoff! Sign up at the Welcome 
Desk, call the church ofϐice, or email jim@kmlchurch.org 
by Tuesday, November 18 and let us know if you're 
coming and if you’ll be entering a pot of chili or attending 
as a taster. 
Cost: 
 Chili entrants: Free 
 Tasters: Suggested donation is a new stuffed animal or 

toy to be given as Christmas gifts to children served by 
the Kountze Food Pantry. 

Cornbread and dessert will be provided. Come sample 
the entries, vote for your favorites, and enjoy a fun 
afternoon of food, fellowship, and friendly competition! 
Prizes will be awarded to the top three chilis. 
 
Young	Adults	Friendsgiving	
Thursday,	November	20	
6:30	PM	
Join us in the Fellowship Hall for our next 20’s & 30’s 
gathering! We’ll share a potluck meal, play some favorite 
board games, and spend time connecting and celebrating 
our growing community. Bring a dish to share and come 
ready for fun and fellowship! Sign up at the Welcome 
Desk or email Dn. Eric @ eric@kmlchurch.org. 
 
Advent	Alternative	Gift	Market	
Sundays,	November	23	‐	December	14		
9:30	‐	11:30	AM	
Saturday	December	13	(after	the	Candle	Light	Carol	
Service)	
Plan to shop now! Shop next door to the Kountze Café 
area beginning November 23.  Shop ELCA Good Gifts for 
different monetary gifts that ϐight hunger and transform 
lives. Shop physical handmade gifts from Global Mamas 
that support women and their families in Ghana. Donate 
to the Kountze Memorial Healing Gift Free Clinic and/or 
our Love Thy Neighbor Food Pantry to help local families 
in honor of your family and friends. 
	

Conϐirmation	Classes	Continue	
St.	Timothy's	Lutheran	Church	
(93rd	&	Dodge)	
Grades	7	&	8	
Wednesdays,	6	‐	7:15	PM	

 
Kountze	Food	Pantry	
Our Love Thy Neighbor Food Pantry is in need of your 
gifts and service. The current needs this week for the 
pantry are stufϐing, toothpaste, dried beans.	You may 
leave your donation in the box marked “Food Pantry,” 
located in the Fellowship Hall. Tax deductible slips are 
available on the inside pocket of the box. Please join us 
as a volunteer in the pantry in the Kountze 
Commons volunteer as it ϐits your schedule. 
We have options for volunteers of all 
abilities. Please use the QR code or the 
following link to sign up and join our 
mission. 

https://tinyurl.com/uausdddp 
If you have questions about the Pantry, you can call Toby 
Rees at 402-979-1425. 
 
Special	Note:	The Food Pantry is collecting gently used 
egg cartons and grocery bags. Thanks. 

Attendance	&	Giving	
Thursday,	Oct.	30—Wednesday,	Nov	5	

 

Saturday: 39 
Sunday: 9:00: 169   11:00: 86 
Wednesday:	12:15:	9 6:30: 0 
Total: 303 
Streaming: 41	
Pantry	Guests	Served: 723 (inc. 273 children) 
Medical	Clinic	Guests	Served: 12 
Offering:	

$9,946.46 (Regular) $16,623.62 (Specials) 
$1,097.00 (Debt Reduction) 

Pantry 

 



In Christ we know our redeemer lives. 
  
DAILY BIBLE READINGS 
  
These passages are related to the LecƟonary texts for this Sunday. 
Sunday  Luke 20:27-38  Jesus speaks of the resurrecƟon  
Monday  Job 19:23-27a  I know my redeemer lives  
Tuesday  2 Thessalonians 2:1-5, 13-17  Be faithful  
Wednesday  2 Corinthians 5:16-21  The temple of the living God  
Thursday  1 Corinthians 7:17-24  Obeying the Lord  
Friday  Romans 8:9-17  Life in the Spirit  
Saturday  Psalm 17:1-9  Prayer of an innocent person  
Sunday  Luke 21:5-19  Suffering for Jesus’ sake  
  
SCRIPTURE VERSE FOR THIS WEEK  
For I know that my Redeemer lives, and that at the last he will stand upon the earth. Job 19:25 (NRSV)  
  
PRAYERS AND BLESSING  
A Prayer for the Week:  
Almighty God, we thank you for hearing our cry for help and giving us our Lord Jesus Christ who rescues us from the pain and 
suffering of this life. Amen.  
Meal me Prayer:  
Dear God, give us thankful hearts to receive this giŌ of food with graƟtude and receive your mercy through Christ our Lord. Amen.  
A Blessing to Give:  
May God comfort your heart and strengthen you. (2 Thessalonians 1:17)  
  
CARING CONVERSATIONS  
Discuss in your home, small group, or use for personal reflecƟons:  
 When is a Ɵme someone defended you when you were being treated unfairly?  
 How can the God of jusƟce and mercy help you during unfair experiences?  
  
DEVOTIONS  
Read: Job 19:23-27a.  
This reading can be difficult to understand without some background informaƟon. The first two chapters of the book of Job describe 
Job as paƟent. For the rest of the book, Job enters a defiant stance claiming his innocence and wanƟng to argue his innocence before 
God. Job challenges the typical understandings of God that claim he must have done something wrong to suffer as he does. God 
acknowledges that Job is jusƟfied for challenging God, even if Job as a human being cannot grasp the ways of God. In the end he 
accepts this. The beauty of chapter 19 is Job’s unwillingness to give up or give in to accusaƟons of his guilt. Thank God for Job’s 
willingness to challenge established wisdom about God. It is in that spirit that the church over the centuries has sung the words, “I 
know that my Redeemer lives” (v. 25). We see in Jesus the champion that Job longed for and the one who would take up Job’s 
defense.  
Discuss: When you experience suffering, what quesƟons do you have about God?  
Pray: God of jus ce and mercy, thank you for accep ng our ques ons and doubts and giving us the confidence of the resurrec on 
through Jesus Christ, our Redeemer and Lord. Amen.  
  
SERVICE  
Jesus calls us to serve our neighbor in love. Based on the Daily Bible Readings and theme for this week, how can you help someone 
who is suffering?  
  
RITUALS AND TRADITIONS  
Jesus tells the Sadducees that life aŌer death is different. Think or talk about this difference through the lens of a caterpillar when it 
changes into a buƩerfly. They are the same animal even though the stages of life are different. We do not know what life will be like 
aŌer death. Jesus tells us it will be different, and we will be with God. Read this verse and then take a moment to think what the 
words mean to you: “Now he is God not of the dead, but of the living; for to him all of them are alive” (Luke 20:38). 

NEXT	WEEK’S	READINGS:  Malachi 4:1-2a; Psalm 98 
2 Thessalonians 3:6-13; Luke 21:5-19 

© 2024 Milestones Ministry, LLC. All rights reserved.  
In addiƟon to Taking Faith Home, celebrate milestones in your daily life 
as an effecƟve faith formaƟon tool. Go to: www.milestonesministry.org  


