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December 21, 2025  9:00 AM & 11:00 AM 
FOURTH SUNDAY of ADVENT 

 

Today Isaiah prophesies that a young woman will bear a son and name him Emmanuel, and Joseph's faithful 
obedience seals the fulfillment of the promise. Joseph's "YES" to God was quiet but bold. He protected, trusted and 
acted with compassion when fear or cynicism would have been easier. Where might quiet courage and openness 
make a difference in your life? 
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GATHERING 
 
PRELUDE  Mark Jones, organ 
 

WELCOME AND ANNOUNCEMENTS 
 
(rise in body or spirit) 
CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS 
L Blessed be the holy Trinity, ☩ one God, 
 whose home is heaven and earth, whose salvation is sure. 
C Amen. 
 

L Let us confess our sin in the presence of God and of one another. 
 

Silence is kept for reflection. 
 

L Long-expected God, 
C we confess that we look to ourselves for the peace and security only you can provide. 
 We reach for swords and spears, 
 reluctant to release our grip on the ways of war. 
 We become impatient while waiting and weary of keeping awake. 
 Free us from self-reliance, 
 and teach us to live in harmony with our neighbors. 
 Increase our trust in God’s timing, and awaken us to your advent among us, 
 that we may abound in the hope you have promised. 
 Amen. 
 
L God judges us not as we deserve, but according to God’s own righteousness. 
 ☩ You are freed and forgiven, saved by grace, and ready to welcome the Savior. 
C Amen. 

 
ADVENT WREATH HYMN Hark, the Glad Sound! ELW 239 vs. 4 
 

4 Our glad hosannas, Prince of peace, 
 your welcome shall proclaim, 
 and heav'n's eternal arches ring 
 with your beloved name. 

 
Text: Philip Doddridge, 1702-1751 
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LIGHTING OF THE ADVENT WREATH AND PRAYER 
L We light four candles for the four corners of the earth: Everything to the north, and the south, 

everything to the east, and the west.  
C We light four candles to say YES to the invitation to care for the earth and for all her good 

creation. 
 

(light the fourth candle) 
PROCESSIONAL HYMN Fling Wide the Door ELW 259 vs. 1, 2, 4 

 

1 Fling wide the door, unbar the gate; 
 the King of glory comes in state; 
 the Lord of lords and King of kings, 
 the Savior of the world who brings 
 his great salvation to the earth. 
 So raise a shout of holy mirth 
 and praise our God and Lord, 
 Creator, Spirit, Word. 
 

2 He is the rock of our belief, 
 the heart of mercy's gentle self. 
 His kingly crown is holiness; 
 his scepter is his loveliness; 
 he brings our sorrows to an end. 
 Now gladly praise our king and friend, 
 and worship him with song 
 for saving us from wrong. 

4 Come, Lord, our Savior, Jesus Christ; 
 our hearts are open wide in trust. 
 Oh, show us now your lovely grace, 
 upon our sorrows shine your face, 
 and let your Holy Spirit guide 
 our journey in your grace so wide. 
 We praise your holy name, 
 from age to age the same!

 
Text: Georg Weissel, 1590-1635; tr. Gracia Grindal, b. 1943 

Text © 1978 Lutheran Book of Worship, admin. Augsburg Fortress. 
 
APOSTOLIC GREETING 
L The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God,  
 and the communion of the Holy Spirit be with you all. 
C And also with you. 
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KYRIE 

 
 

GLORIA  

 
  
PRAYER OF THE DAY  
L Stir up your power, Lord Christ, and come. 
C With your abundant grace and power, free us from all that hinders our faith, and give us, like 

Joseph, tender and open hearts, ready to do your will. Help us to surrender our hopes and 
dreams that we might receive your plan and your promises, for you live and reign with the 
Father and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. Amen. 
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WORD 
 
(sit) 
FIRST READING Isaiah 7:10-16 
An Israelite and Aramean military coalition presented a serious threat to King Ahaz of Judah. In response, Ahaz decided to 
secure his throne and kingdom by seeking Assyrian help. Isaiah reminds Ahaz that human attempts to establish security will 
fail. The prophet gives the sign that is the only source of true safety: Immanuel, God is with us! 

he Lord spoke to Ahaz, saying, 11 “Ask a sign of the Lord your God; let it be deep as Sheol or high as 
heaven.” 12 But Ahaz said, “I will not ask, and I will not put the Lord to the test.” 13 Then Isaiah said, 

“Hear then, O house of David! Is it too little for you to weary mortals that you weary my God 
also? 14 Therefore the Lord himself will give you a sign. Look, the young woman is with child and shall 
bear a son and shall name him Immanuel. 15 He shall eat curds and honey by the time he knows how to 
refuse the evil and choose the good. 16 For before the child knows how to refuse the evil and choose the 
good, the land before whose two kings you are in dread will be deserted.” 
 L Word of God, Word of Life. C Thanks be to God. 
 
PSALM 80:1-7, 17-19 (read responsively) 
 1 Hear, O Shepherd of Israel, leading Joseph like a flock; 
  shine forth, you that are enthroned upon the cherubim. 
 2 In the presence of Ephraim, Benjamin, and Manasseh, 
  stir up your strength and come to help us. 
 3 Restore us, O God; 
  let your face shine upon us, and we shall be saved. 
 4 O Lord God of hosts, 
  how long will your anger fume when your people pray?  
 5 You have fed them with the bread of tears; 
  you have given them bowls of tears to drink. 
 6 You have made us the derision of our neighbors, 
  and our enemies laugh us to scorn. 
 7 Restore us, O God of hosts; 
  let your face shine upon us, and we shall be saved. 
 17 Let your hand be upon the one at your right hand, 
  the one you have made so strong for yourself. 
 18 And so will we never turn away from you; 
  give us life, that we may call upon your name. 
 19 Restore us, O Lord God of hosts; 
  let your face shine upon us, and we shall be saved. 
 
  

T 
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SECOND READING Romans 1:1-7 
 Children may follow along using the Spark Bible turning to page 540 
Most of the Christians in Rome do not know Paul. In this letter’s opening he introduces himself as an apostle divinely appointed 
to spread God’s gospel. The gospel’s content is the promised coming of Christ, and Paul’s mission is to bring about the 
obedience of faith among all nations, including his Roman audience. 

aul, a servant of Christ Jesus, called to be an apostle, set apart for the gospel of God, 2 which he 
promised beforehand through his prophets in the holy scriptures, 3 the gospel concerning his Son, who 

was descended from David according to the flesh 4 and was declared to be Son of God with power 
according to the spirit of holiness by resurrection from the dead, Jesus Christ our Lord, 5 through whom 
we have received grace and apostleship to bring about the obedience of faith among all the gentiles for the 
sake of his name, 6 including you who are called to belong to Jesus Christ, 
  7 To all God’s beloved in Rome, who are called to be saints: 
  Grace to you and peace from God our Father and the Lord Jesus Christ. 
 L Word of God, Word of Life. C Thanks be to God. 
 
(rise in body or spirit) 
GOSPEL ACCLAMATION 

 
 

L The Holy Gospel according to St. Matthew.  
 C Glory to you, O Lord.  
 
HOLY GOSPEL Matthew 1:18-25 

Children may follow along using the Spark Bible turning to page 196 
Matthew’s story of Jesus’ birth focuses on the role of Joseph, who adopts the divinely-begotten child into the family of David and 
obediently gives him the name Jesus, which means “God saves.” 

ow the birth of Jesus the Messiah took place in this way. When his mother Mary had been engaged 
to Joseph, but before they lived together, she was found to be pregnant from the Holy Spirit. 19 Her 

husband Joseph, being a righteous man and unwilling to expose her to public disgrace, planned to divorce 
her quietly. 20 But just when he had resolved to do this, an angel of the Lord appeared to him in a dream 
and said, “Joseph, son of David, do not be afraid to take Mary as your wife, for the child conceived in her 
is from the Holy Spirit. 21 She will bear a son, and you are to name him Jesus, for he will save his people 
from their sins.” 22 All this took place to fulfill what had been spoken by the Lord through the prophet: 
 23 “Look, the virgin shall become pregnant and give birth to a son, and they shall name him 
Emmanuel,” which means, “God is with us.” 24 When Joseph awoke from sleep, he did as the angel of the 
Lord commanded him; he took her as his wife 25 but had no marital relations with her until she had given 
birth to a son, and he named him Jesus. 
 L The Gospel of the Lord. C Praise to you, O Christ. 

P 

N 
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(sit)  
SERMON Pastor Wynard 
 
(rise in body or spirit) 
HYMN OF THE DAY Savior of the Nations, Come ELW 263 vs. 1, 2, 4 

 
1 Savior of the nations, come; 
 virgin's son, make here your home. 
 Marvel now, O heav'n and earth: 
 God has chosen such a birth. 
 

2 Not by human flesh and blood, 
 but the mystic Breath of God, 
 was the Word of God made flesh, 
 fruit of woman, blossom fresh. 

4 From God's heart the Savior speeds, 
 back to God his pathway leads; 
 out to vanquish death's command, 
 back to reign at God's right hand.

 
Text: attr. Ambrose of Milan, 340-397; Martin Luther, 1483-1546; tr. hymnal version 

Text © 2006 Augsburg Fortress. 
 

THE APOSTLES’ CREED  
L Let us confess together the faith of the Church. 
C I believe in God, the Father almighty, creator of heaven and earth. 
 I believe in Jesus Christ, God's only Son, our Lord, 
 who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, 
 born of the virgin Mary, 
 suffered under Pontius Pilate, 
 was crucified, died, and was buried; 
 he descended to the dead. 
 On the third day he rose again; 
 he ascended into heaven, 
 he is seated at the right hand of the Father, 
 and he will come to judge the living and the dead. 
 I believe in the Holy Spirit,  
 the holy catholic church,  
 the communion of saints,  
 the forgiveness of sins, 
 the resurrection of the body,  
 and the life everlasting. Amen. 
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THE PRAYERS OF THE CHURCH 
Response:     L God of grace,    
 C hear our prayer 

 

(In our prayers today, during a time of silence, pray for those listed below and for others according to their needs) 
 

Prayers this week: Ralph Morse 
 

On-going Care: John Bodnar, Don Burton, Betty Callies, Nina Castro, Mike Cswercko, Marilyn 
Dichsen, Shirley Dietrich, Mike Edris, Kathy Englert, Wanda Frykberg, Tracey Gehringer-Steffen, Dale 
Grundman, Larry & Michele Hunzeker, Joan Jacobson-Trotter, Linda Johnson, Jason Klonglan, Julie 
Knapp, Jack & Marie Kubat, Glenn Lindgren, Elizabeth Luczynski, Charles Martis, Lara McCormick, 
Sharon Miley, Nita Mueller, Walter Nash, Dan & Ginny Rath, Joyce Wachal, Allyson White 
 

Other Prayers: Those serving in the military – Takao Elliott, husband of Dannika Rees; Wyatt Johnson, 
grandson of Ken and Linda Johnson; Tyler Johnston, son of Robert and Michelle Johnston, Daniel 
Milstead, nephew of Darlene Anderson; Cody Ray, grandson of Betty Callies; Dannika Rees, daughter of 
Eric and Toby Rees; Joel Woosley, nephew of Steph Stephens 
 

Other Prayers: Those serving in mission – Rev. Chandran Paul Martin, India; Dr. Stephen & Jodi 
Swanson, Tanzania; Katie Larson, Colombia; Rev. Bridget Gautieri, Wittenburg Center, Germany; Rev. 
Robert & Kathy Moore, Leipzig, Germany; and Dan & Ginny Rath, international translators; our sister 
congregation, the American Church in Berlin 
 

Other Prayers: Seminarians – Joseph Daffer, James Holzer 
 
THE PEACE IS SHARED 
 P The peace of Christ be with you always.  
 C  And also with you. 

 
 

MEAL 
 

(sit) 
THE OFFERING IS RECEIVED 
We glorify God in our giving. Our offering is an act of worship that makes the ministries of this church 
possible. If you are visiting with us today, please do not feel obligated to participate in this portion of 
worship. You may use the QR code scanner on your smart phone to give online or mail in your offering or 
donate online. Thank you!  
 
THE TABLE IS PREPARED 
 
OFFERTORY ANTHEM Creation Will Be at Peace music by Anna Laura Page 
  freely adapted by J. Paul Williams 
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(rise in body or spirit) 
OFFERTORY HYMN        We Are Waiting for Jesus ACS 905 

 
 

Text: John Helgen, b. 1957 
Text © 2013 Augsburg Fortress 

 
OFFERING PRAYER 
 L God of every good gift, 
 C we offer what we have back to you, knowing that your son is the greatest gift we will ever 

receive. Grant us glad and generous hearts, ever and always. Amen. 
 
THE GREAT THANKSGIVNG 
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PREFACE FOR ADVENT 
 L It is indeed right, our duty and our joy, … 
  … we praise your name and join their unending hymn: 
 
SANCTUS 
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EUCHARISTIC PRAYER  
 L O God triune, how majestic is your name in all the earth. … 
  … The earth is full of your glory. 
 C The earth is full of your glory. 
 

 L O God triune, you took on our flesh in Jesus our healer. … 
  … The earth is full of your glory. 
 C The earth is full of your glory. 
 

 L We praise you for the heart of Jesus, so filled with your love for this earth. 
   

  In the night in which he was betrayed … 
  … Again, after supper, he took the cup, gave thanks … 
 

  Gathered around this table, we your children unite in song: 
  The earth is full of your glory. 
 C The earth is full of your glory. 
 

 L O God triune, your create the worlds, you uphold the living, you embrace the dead. … 
  … The earth is full of your glory. 
 C The earth is full of your glory. 
 

 L Amen, and amen. 
 C Amen, and amen. 
 
THE LORD’S PRAYER  
 L Lord, remember us in your kingdom and teach us all to pray: 
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AGNUS DEI 

 
 
INVITATION TO COMMUNION   
L Come, receive what God has promised. 
C Here is life. God is with us. 
 

(sit) 
THE DISTRIBUTION 
All baptized Christians who confess Jesus Christ as Lord and his Real Presence in, with and under the bread and wine, are 
welcome to the Lord’s Supper. We believe that this is the Lord’s table and is he who invites you. So you who are strong in faith, 
come with gratitude. You who feel weak in faith, come to be strengthened. And you who feel you have no faith, come so that the 
God of steadfast love will touch your heart with hope and joy. The form of distribution is intinction: you will receive the 
consecrated bread and then you may dip the bread into the wine. Gluten free bread is available upon request. If you cannot 
or choose not to receive the wine, know that the sacrament and God’s promised forgiveness are complete in either element. 
 
HYMNS DURING COMMUNION Come, Thou Long-Expected Jesus ELW 254 

 
1 Come, thou long-expected Jesus, 
 born to set thy people free; 
 from our fears and sins release us; 
 let us find our rest in thee. 
 Israel's strength and consolation, 
 hope of all the earth thou art, 
 dear desire of ev'ry nation, 
 joy of ev'ry longing heart. 
 

2 Born thy people to deliver, 
 born a child, and yet a king; 
 born to reign in us forever, 
 now thy gracious kingdom bring. 
 By thine own eternal Spirit 
 rule in all our hearts alone; 
 by thine all-sufficient merit 
 raise us to thy glorious throne. 

Text: Charles Wesley, 1707-1788 
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  Peace Came to Earth ELW 285 
 

1 Peace came to earth at last that chosen night 
 when angels clove the sky with song and light 
 and God embodied love and sheathed his might-- 
 Who could but gasp: Immanuel! 
 Who could but sing: Immanuel! 
 
2 And who could be the same for having held 
 the infant in their arms, and later felt 
 the wounded hands and side, all doubts dispelled-- 
 Who could but sigh: Immanuel! 
 Who could but shout: Immanuel! 
 
3 You show the Father none has ever seen, 
 in flesh and blood you bore our griefs and pains, 
 in bread and wine you visit us again-- 
 Who could but see Immanuel! 
 Who could but thrill: Immanuel! 
 
4 How else could I have known you, O my God! 
 How else could I have loved you, O my God! 
 How else could I embrace you, O my God! 
 Who could but pray: Immanuel! 
 Who could but praise Immanuel!

 
Text: Jaroslav J. Vajda, b. 1919 

Text © 1984 Concordia Publishing House 
 
(rise in body or spirit) 
POST-COMMUNION BLESSING 
 
PRAYER AFTER COMMUNION 
 L Christ Jesus, 
 C you have fed us with love incarnate, and we are utterly changed. Send us forth from this meal 

to be forces for change in this world, as we find the YES within each of us. Amen. 
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SENDING 
 
BLESSING 
L May God Most High bless you with courage, as you seek the YES within you; 
 May God the Christ be born again in every risk you take for the sake of the world;  
 And may God the Holy Spirit + remind you, again and again, that you are never alone,  
 and that you are loved beyond measure. 
 

THREE-FOLD AMEN 
 
RECESSIONAL HYMN In a Far-Off Place, Jesus Comes ACS 908 

 
1 In a far-off place, Jesus comes to earth. 
 Sheep and cattle grace the site. 
 As the angel songs begin, 
 like the whisper of the wind, 
 nature's hope awakes again; 
 Jesus comes. 
 

2 For the poor in heart, Jesus comes to earth. 
 Humble shepherds start the news. 
 For each homeless infant born, 
 for the meek and those who mourn, 
 for the weary and the worn, 
 Jesus comes. 

3 In our deepest night, Jesus comes to earth: 
 radiant star to light our way. 
 Summer's heat or winter's chill, 
 with a warm and loving will, 
 to a world that needs him still, 
 Jesus comes.

 
Text: Mary Louise Bringle, b. 1953 

Text © 2009 GIA Publications, Inc., giamusic.com. All rights reserved. 
 
DISMISSAL 
L Go in peace. Keep awake. 
C Thanks be to God.  

 
POSTLUDE  Mark Jones, organ 

 
+     +     + 
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Holy	Communion	
All who are baptized and trust in Christ's presence in Holy 
Communion are invited to commune at the Lord's Table. 
Children or anyone who does not commune will receive a 
blessing. It is the understanding of the universal Church that 
those who wish to commune with bread only (for health or 
other reasons) have communed fully. Our form of distribution 
is Intinction, meaning you will receive the wafer in your hand 
and then dip it into the wine. 

Children	in	Worship	
We believe that all are welcome in worship and encourage 
families to worship together. Activity bags, children’s Bibles, 
and bulletins are available, as well as a room just off the west 
side of the main sanctuary, that includes a TV and a variety of 
toys, games, and books for young children. 

Nursery 
Our nursery is available from 8:45 AM—noon for children 0—
2 years. Please ask an usher if you are unsure as to where our 
nursery is and would like to use it. 

Attendance	Cards	
All those attending worship are encouraged to ϐill out the card 
included in your bulletin and place in the offering plates 
located by the doors in the Nave. 

E‐news	&	Social	Media	
If you would like to receive our weekly e-news and monthly e-
newsletter, add your e-mail address to the attendance card in 
your bulletin. 

Large	Print	Bulletins	and	Listening	Devices	
Please speak to an usher if you would like a large print bulletin 
or an assisted listening device. 

Scan	to	Give	Online	
Thank you 

for 
supporting 

the 
ministries 

of Kountze Memorial 
Lutheran Church.	

Altar	Flowers are given to the glory of God by Trish 
Daffer in celebration of their wedding anniversary - 
happy anniversary, Joseph! 
 
New	Altar	Flower/Eternal	Candle/TV	Broadcast	
charts are up in the Narthex. Be sure to sign up for 
the date(s) you want to remember or honor 
someone or an event on. 
 
Children’s	Choir	
Grades	K‐6	
No Children’s Choir  from December 14—January 4. 
Join us again on January 11. 
 
Kountze	Café	
9:30—11:00	AM	
Join us each Sunday for breakfast. The suggested 
donation is $5 adults, $2.50 children 12 and younger 
for the hot breakfast and a free-will donation for the 
continental breakfast.  
 
Sunday	School	
Ages	2	years‐6th	Grade	
No Sunday School will be held from December 14—
January 4. Join us again on January 11. 
 
Youth	Forum	
Sundays,	10:15	AM	
Youth	Center	
Grades	7‐12	
Youth may join Sheila and Deacon Eric in the 
Fellowship Lounge to help with a Christmas service 
project.  

Connect	with	Pr.	Lucy	
Schedule a time 
to meet with Pas-
tor Lucy by fol-
lowing the link or 
QR Code. https://
calendly.com/pastor-
lucy/45min 

KOUNTZE	STAFF	
  

Pr. Lucy Wynard Senior Pastor 
Dn. Eric Haitz Deacon 
Pr. Ashley Hall Associate Pastor 
Barbara Carlsen Dir. of Music & Fine Arts 
Kristin Boe Director of Faith Formation 
Jim Smejkal Bldg. Super./Dir. of Cong. 
 Activities 
Toby Rees Director of Kountze Commons 
Sheila Valquier Youth Director 
Debbie Bogue Ofϐice Manager 
Danielle Fleming Administrative Assistant 
Noni Cambridge Staff Treasurer 
Judi Boe Financial Secretary 
Louis Flake Night Manager 
Kayla Slaight Janitorial Staff 
Mark Jones Organist 
David Gerard Saturday Accompanist 
Shannon Picha Nursery Director 

2650	Farnam	Street	 Omaha,	NE	68131	
402‐341‐7761	 www.kmlchurch.org	

December	20	&	21,	2025	
Kountze	Memorial	Lutheran	Church	is	a	vibrant,	historic	faith	
community	that	welcomes	all	and	provides	ministries	for	all	ages	
and	walks	of	life.	We	are	a	“City‐wide	Church	with	a	World‐wide	
Ministry”	and	have	been	worshiping,	growing,	and	serving	in	
downtown	Omaha	for	over	165	years.	If	you	are	new	to	Kountze	
Memorial,	we	invite	you	to	visit	the	Welcome	Desk	in	the	Fellowship	
Hall	for	more	information	about	who	we	are	and	what	we	do. 

Today	at	Kountze	Memorial	



	

Summer	Youth	Mission	Trip	
Dates:	July	6–12,	2026 
Location:	Pittsburgh,	Pennsylvania 
$50	Deposit	required	for	registration 
Cost	includes	transportation,	meals,	and	lodging. 
Register	ASAP	by	contacting	Sheila	Valquier.	
The Nebraska Synod Journey is a week-long 
experience for youth in grades 8 through 12 and their 
adult leaders. In 2026, we will gather in Pittsburgh for 

service, learning, worship, fellowship, and 
opportunities to grow in faith while 
learning from our neighbors in 
Pennsylvania. We will work as a team to 
raise funds to offset the cost. Presence and 
participation at fundraising events required. 
Scholarships are available. 
Contact Sheila Valquier if you are interested. 
 

Today	at	Kountze	Memorial,	continued	

 
Adult	Forum	
Sundays,	10:10	AM 
Join us on Sunday mornings in the Fellowship Hall for 
breakfast and then stay for Adult Forum. 
 
A	Service	of	Lessons	&	Carols	
Sunday,	December	21	
7:00	PM	
Trinity	Episcopal	Cathedral	
113	N	18th	St.	
The Nebraska Chapter of the American Guild of 
Organists, Cantare! Renaissance Vocal Ensemble, & the 
Trinity Episcopal Cathedral Schola & Choir have 
invited us to attend A Service of Lessons & Carols. No 
charge but they will take a free will offering. 

Refreshments served after the service. 
Pledge	Cards	
It's not too late to bring your pledge cards back. Please 
put them in the designated box in the narthex or mail 
them back to the church ofϐice. Contact us with 
questions - we'd be happy to help. And THANK YOU 
for your generous gifts - they empower us, together, to 
do even more than we could imagine toward God's 
work in our community and around the world! 

	

December	21	Sunday	
Advent 4 
8:00 AM & 10:00 AM Adult Choir 

Rehearsal 
9:00 AM & 11:00 AM Worship 
9:00 AM Nursery (0-2 yrs) 
9:30 AM Kountze Café - Breakfast 
10:10 AM Adult Forum—No 

Sunday School, Children’s Choir, 
or Youth Forum 

12:00 PM Youth Committee 
December	22	Monday	

10:00 AM Pantry 
December	23	Tuesday	

9:00 AM Staff Meeting 
12:30 PM Circle 3 

December	24	Wednesday	
Christmas Eve 
OFFICE CLOSED (at noon) 
No 12:15 PM Worship 
4:00 PM Worship 
6:00 PM Conϐirmation @ St. 

Timothy 
7:00 PM Worship 
11:00 PM Worship 

December	25	Thursday	
Christmas Day 
OFFICE CLOSED 
10:00 AM Worship 

December	26	Friday	
OFFICE CLOSED 
Pantry Closed 

December	27	Saturday	
5:00 PM Worship 

December	28	Sunday	
Christmas 1 
9:00 AM & 11:00 AM Worship 
9:00 AM Nursery (0-2 yrs) 
9:30 AM Kountze Cafe - Breakfast 

 
 

Ushers	Needed	for	Christmas	Eve	
If you are able to Usher on 
Christmas Eve, please sign up at the 
back of the Nave or at the Welcome 
Desk in the Fellowship Hall. Thanks 
for your help! 

This	Week	at	Kountze	Memorial	

For	Your	Calendar/News	&	Notes	

sheila@kmlchurch.org 

 



For	Your	Calendar/News	&	Notes,	continued 

KMLC	Week	at	Camp	Carol	Joy	Holling	
June	7‐	12/week	2	
$50	Early	Bird	Savings	Until	January	31	
Join friends and other familiar faces for fun, faith, and 
fellowship with other Lutherans from around the 
state. Kountze Memorial will cover the cost for any 
Kountze Memorial child/youth if you register by the 
January 31 Early Bird Registration date. If you register 
after this date, you will need to pay the additional cost. 
Kountze Camp Week is June 7 - 12, but you 
can attend camp whenever it is 
convenient for you. Check out the 
schedule for the different camp 
opportunities for grades K–12 as well as 
day camps and leadership training for 
high school-age youth and Special Needs camps. In 
order for the church to pay the fee, choose: 
 to mail your payment, 
 select “Pay items in Full” 
 then “Pay by Check/Money Order” 
 email a copy of the receipt to info@kmlchurch.org 

and we will submit payment on behalf of your 
youth.  

If you have any questions, please reach out to the 
church ofϐice. To register, use the QR Code or link 
below and follow the directions above: 

https://www.nlom.org/caroljoyholling/register/ 
 
Calling	all	Artists	and	Makers!	
The Kountze Art Show will be held February 6. If you 
are artistically inclined, please considered donating a 
work for a silent auction. All proceeds will beneϐit the 
Youth Group Mission Trip. Email 
kristin@kmlchurch.org for donation information. 
 
Youth	Giving	Tree	
Our youth in grades 7—12 have set up a giving tree in 
the Fellowship Hall. You will see biographies on the 
tree from some of our youth. The bios are just a little 
information about them that they want us to know. 
Their hope is that we can not only learn a little about 
them, but to sponsor them as well. There is an 
envelope attached to each bio. Simply take an 
envelope—leave the bio hanging—and place the 
envelope inside the offering basket. The funds donated 
will be used for the Youth Mission Trip and extra-
curricular activities that they will have throughout the 
year. Please help in any way possible as no dollar is 
considered too little. They appreciate our support and 
prayers as they Worship + Grow + and Serve among 
us!  

Kountze	Food	Pantry	
Our Love Thy Neighbor Food Pantry is in need of your 
gifts and service. The current needs for the pantry are 
gloves, chili, and baked beans.	You may leave your 
donation in the box marked “Food Pantry,” located in 
the Fellowship Hall. Tax deductible slips are available 
on the inside pocket of the box. Please join 
us as a volunteer in the pantry in the 
Kountze Commons volunteer as it ϐits your 
schedule. We have options for volunteers 
of all abilities. Please use the QR code or 
the following link to sign up and join our mission. 

https://tinyurl.com/uausdddp 
If you have questions about the Pantry, you can call 
Toby Rees at 402-979-1425. 
 
Pantry	Dinner	in	a	Bag:	Check out the insert in your 
bulletin and prepare a bag/bags for our Pantry. These 
kits are designed to be budget-friendly and easy to 
prepare, containing shelf-stable ingredients and a 
recipe card. A different recipe card will be in your 
bulletin now through Advent, and you can ϐind more 
recipes online if you would like to pack a bag, or two, 
or six for our Pantry guests.	

Attendance	&	Giving	
Thursday,	Dec.	11—Wednesday,	December	17	

 
Saturday: 181 
Sunday: 9:00: 149   11:00: 30 
Wednesday: 27     47 
Total: 434 
Streaming: 96 
Pantry Guests Served: 647 (inc. 196 children) 
Medical Clinic Guests Served: 16 
Offering: 
$23,608.48 (Regular) $14,858.55 (Specials) 
$797.00 (Debt Reduction) 

Pantry 

 

Celebrate with Us! 
	

Christmas	Eve	
Family	Service,	4	PM	

Candlelight	Service,	7	&	11	PM	
Christmas	Day,	10 

 

Camp Registrations 



Advent	is	a	season	of	joy.	
  
DAILY	BIBLE	READINGS	
  
These passages are related to the Lectionary texts for this Sunday. 
Sunday  Matthew 11:2-11  Jesus and John the Baptist  
Monday  Isaiah 35:1-10  The return to Zion  
Tuesday  James 5:7-10  Patience in suffering  
Wednesday  1 Thessalonians 5:12-23  A ϐinal greeting  
Thursday  Nehemiah 8:9-12  Ezra reads God’s Law  
Friday  Philippians 4:4-9  Paul encourages the people  
Saturday  Psalm 146:5-10  Praise for God’s help  
Sunday  Matthew 1:18-25  God is with us  
  
SCRIPTURE	VERSE	FOR	THIS	WEEK	 
Then	the	eyes	of	the	blind	shall	be	opened,	and	the	ears	of	the	deaf	unstopped;	then	the	lame	shall	leap	like	a	deer,	and	the	tongue	of	the	
speechless	sing	for	joy.	For	waters	shall	break	forth	in	the	wilderness,	and	streams	in	the	desert.	Isaiah	35:5‐6	(NRSV)	 
  
PRAYERS	AND	BLESSING	 
A	Prayer	for	the	Week:	 
Lord God, you who bring healing, hope, and joy to the world, give us the faith to trust your never-ending care through Jesus Christ 
our Savior and Lord. Amen.  
Mealtime	Prayer:	 
Dear God, you who made heaven and earth, we thank you for this food, a sign of your never-failing love. Amen. (Psalm 146:6)  
A	Blessing	to	Give:	 
May you receive joy and gladness through Jesus Christ.  
  
CARING	CONVERSATIONS	 
Discuss in your home, small group, or use for personal reϐlections:  
 When is a time you have been ϐilled with joy?  
 In what ways does God’s love for us bring joy?  
 
 DEVOTIONS	 
Read:	Isaiah 35:1-10.  
The people of Israel were exiled far from home, imprisoned in Babylon, a foreign land. The people were wondering if there was a 
future for them. Did the God of Abraham, Isaac, and Jacob abandon them? We can ask similar questions. Will our children have 
faith? Has our Lord abandoned us? To all such concerns and questions Isaiah responds with unbelievable images of God doing 
amazing things: the blind will see; the deaf will hear; the lame will walk; and those who can’t talk will sing for joy. God makes the 
impossible, possible. Advent reminds us of God’s power and promise that is like no other. Advent is a time for joy and being patient 
for God to do what only God can do, that is, save God’s people.  
Discuss:	How does God’s promise of care for our daily needs bring you joy?  
Pray:	Come,	Lord	Jesus,	help	us	to	trust	your	amazing	healing	power	for	our	lives	and	our	world.	Amen.	 
  
SERVICE	 
Jesus calls us to serve our neighbor in love. Based on the Daily Bible Readings and theme for this week, how can you help supply 
daily needs to those in your community who are dealing with hardships?  
  
RITUALS	AND	TRADITIONS	 
This week light three candles on the Advent wreath: The Candle of Hope, the Candle of Peace, and the Candle of Joy. The Candle of 
Joy reϐlects the joyful return of God’s people to Zion.  
Leader:	This	is	the	third	week	of	Advent.	Advent	means	coming.	We	are	waiting	for	the	coming	of	Christ.	Let	us	light	the	
Candles	of	Hope,	Peace,	and	Joy.	[Light three candles]  
All:	Then	the	eyes	of	the	blind	shall	be	opened,	and	the	ears	of	the	deaf	unstopped;	then	the	lame	shall	leap	like	a	deer,	and	the	
tongue	of	the	speechless	sing	for	joy.	For	waters	shall	break	forth	in	the	wilderness,	and	streams	in	the	desert.	(Isaiah 35:5-6)  
Leader:	Let	us	walk	in	the	light	of	Christ	that	gives	us	joy.	 
Pray:	Lord	Jesus	Christ,	we	await	your	coming	with	hope,	peace,	and	joy.	May	we	see	with	the	eyes	of	faith	the	work	of	your	
kingdom	in	our	lives	and	world.	Amen. 

NEXT	WEEK’S	READINGS:  Isaiah 7:10-16; Psalm 80:1-7, 17-19 
Romans 1:1-7; Matthew 1:18-25 

© 2024 Milestones Ministry, LLC. All rights reserved.  
In addiƟon to Taking Faith Home, celebrate milestones in your daily life 
as an effecƟve faith formaƟon tool. Go to: www.milestonesministry.org  
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