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February 1, 2026  9:00 AM & 11:00 AM 

FOURTH SUNDAY after EPIPHANY 

Who are the blessed ones of God? For Micah, they are those who do justice, love kindness, and walk humbly with 

God. For Paul, they are the ones who find wisdom in the weakness of the cross. For Jesus, they are the poor, the 

meek, the merciful, the pure in heart, the peacemakers, those who mourn, and those who hunger for righteousness. 

In baptism we find our blessed identity and calling in this countercultural way of living and serving. 
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GATHERING 
 
PRELUDE  Mark Jones, organ 
 

WELCOME AND ANNOUNCEMENTS 
 

(rise in body or spirit) 

CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS 

L Blessed be the holy Trinity, + one God, the Creator of heaven and earth, the Word who spoke life 

into being, the Wind stirring the waters. 

C Amen. 
 

L Let us turn in confession to the one who knows us completely. 
 

Silence is kept for reflection. 
 

L Mighty God, lover of justice, 

C you call us to life in community,  

 but we have served our own interests 

 at the expense of our neighbors. 

 We have sown deceit where honesty was needed. 

 We say the right words, 

 but our hearts are far from you. 

 Turn us to seek your face. 

 Knit us together and give us the mind of Christ, 

 that we may do justice, love mercy, 

 and walk humbly with you, our God. 

 Amen. 
 

L The former things have passed away, and new things God now declares: 

 Like a spring of water that never fails, God covers you in the righteousness of Christ, and forgives 

your sin in + Jesus’ name. May the Spirit give you strength to live for others, and bless you with 

the gift of peace. 

C Amen. 
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PROCESSIONAL HYMN God of Grace and God of Glory ELW 705 

 
1 God of grace and God of glory, 

 on your people pour your pow'r; 

 crown your ancient church's story; 

 bring its bud to glorious flow'r. 

 Grant us wisdom, grant us courage 

 for the facing of this hour, 

 for the facing of this hour. 
 

2 Lo! the hosts of evil round us 

 scorn the Christ, assail his ways! 

 From the fears that long have bound us 

 free our hearts to faith and praise. 

 Grant us wisdom, grant us courage 

 for the living of these days, 

 for the living of these days, 
 

3 Cure your children's warring madness; 

 bend our pride to your control; 

 shame our wanton, selfish gladness, 

 rich in things and poor in soul. 

 Grant us wisdom, grant us courage, 

 lest we miss your kingdom's goal, 

 lest we miss your kingdom's goal. 
 

4 Save us from weak resignation 

 to the evils we deplore; 

 let the gift of your salvation 

 be our glory evermore. 

 Grant us wisdom, grant us courage, 

 serving you whom we adore, 

 serving you whom we adore. 

Text: Harry E. Fosdick, 1878-1969 

 

APOSTOLIC GREETING 

L The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God,  

 and the communion of the Holy Spirit be with you all. 

C And also with you. 
 

KYRIE 
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GLORIA  

 
  

PRAYER OF THE DAY  

L Holy God, 

C you confound the world’s wisdom in giving your kingdom to the lowly and the pure in heart. 

Give us such a hunger and thirst for justice, and perseverance in striving for peace, that in 

our words and deeds the world may see the life of your Son, Jesus Christ, our Savior and 

Lord. Amen. 

 
 

  

 



6 

WORD 
 

(sit) 

FIRST READING Micah 6:1-8 
With the mountains and the foundations of the earth as the jury, God brings a lawsuit against Israel. God has “wearied” Israel 

with a long history of saving acts. God does not want or expect lavish sacrifices to attempt to earn divine favor. Rather God 

empowers the people to do justice, to love loyalty to God, and to walk shrewdly in God’s service. 

ear what the Lord says: 

  Rise, plead your case before the mountains, and let the hills hear your voice. 2 Hear, you 

mountains, the case of the Lord, and you enduring foundations of the earth, for the Lord has a case against 

his people, and he will contend with Israel. 3 “O my people, what have I done to you? In what have I 

wearied you? Answer me!  

 4 For I brought you up from the land of Egypt and redeemed you from the house of slavery, and I sent 

before you Moses, Aaron, and Miriam. 5 O my people, remember now what King Balak of Moab devised, 

what Balaam son of Beor answered him, and what happened from Shittim to Gilgal, that you may know 

the saving acts of the Lord.” 6 “With what shall I come before the Lord and bow myself before God on 

high? Shall I come before him with burnt offerings, with calves a year old? 

 7 Will the Lord be pleased with thousands of rams, with ten thousands of rivers of oil? Shall I give my 

firstborn for my transgression, the fruit of my body for the sin of my soul?” 8 He has told you, O mortal, 

what is good, and what does the Lord require of you but to do justice and to love kindness and to walk 

humbly with your God? 

  L Word of God, Word of Life. C Thanks be to God. 

 

PSALM 15 (read responsively) 

 1 Lord, who may dwell in your tabernacle? 

  Who may abide upon your holy hill? 

 2 Those who lead a blameless life and do what is right, 

  who speak the truth from their heart;  

 3 they do not slander with the tongue, they do no evil to their friends; 

  they do not cast discredit upon a neighbor. 

 4 In their sight the wicked are rejected, but they honor those who fear the Lord. 

  They have sworn upon their health and do not take back their word. 

 5 They do not give their money in hope of gain, nor do they take bribes against the innocent. 

  Those who do these things shall never be overthrown. 

 

SECOND READING 1 Corinthians 1:18-31 
According to the world’s standards of power and might, the message of the cross seems stupid and offensive. Yet this word 

reveals the paradoxical way God has chosen to work power and salvation through weakness, rejection, and suffering. Hence 

the message of the cross becomes true wisdom and power for believers. 

he message about the cross is foolishness to those who are perishing, but to us who are being saved it 

is the power of God. 19 For it is written, 

 “I will destroy the wisdom of the wise, 

  and the discernment of the discerning I will thwart.” 
20 Where is the one who is wise? Where is the scholar? Where is the debater of this age? Has not God 

made foolish the wisdom of the world? 21 For since, in the wisdom of God, the world did not know God 

H 

T 
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through wisdom, God decided, through the foolishness of the proclamation, to save those who 

believe. 22 For Jews ask for signs and Greeks desire wisdom, 23 but we proclaim Christ crucified, a 

stumbling block to Jews and foolishness to gentiles, 24 but to those who are the called, both Jews and 

Greeks, Christ the power of God and the wisdom of God. 25 For God’s foolishness is wiser than human 

wisdom, and God’s weakness is stronger than human strength. 

  26 Consider your own call, brothers and sisters: not many of you were wise by human standards, not 

many were powerful, not many were of noble birth. 27 But God chose what is foolish in the world to 

shame the wise; God chose what is weak in the world to shame the strong; 28 God chose what is low and 

despised in the world, things that are not, to abolish things that are, 29 so that no one might boast in the 

presence of God. 30 In contrast, God is why you are in Christ Jesus, who became for us wisdom from God, 

and righteousness and sanctification and redemption, 31 in order that, as it is written, “Let the one who 

boasts, boast in the Lord.” 

 L Word of God, Word of Life. C Thanks be to God. 
 

(rise in body or spirit) 

GOSPEL ACCLAMATION 

 
 

L The Holy Gospel according to St. Matthew.  

 C Glory to you, O Lord.  
 

HOLY GOSPEL Matthew 5:1-12 

Children may follow along using the Spark Bible turning to page 264 
Jesus opens the Sermon on the Mount by naming those who are blessed in the reign of God. 

hen Jesus saw the crowds, he went up the mountain, and after he sat down, his disciples came to 

him. 2 And he began to speak and taught them, saying: 

  3 “Blessed are the poor in spirit, for theirs is the kingdom of heaven. 

  4 “Blessed are those who mourn, for they will be comforted. 

  5 “Blessed are the meek, for they will inherit the earth. 

  6 “Blessed are those who hunger and thirst for righteousness, for they will be filled. 

  7 “Blessed are the merciful, for they will receive mercy. 

  8 “Blessed are the pure in heart, for they will see God. 

  9 “Blessed are the peacemakers, for they will be called children of God. 

  10 “Blessed are those who are persecuted for the sake of righteousness, for theirs is the kingdom of 

heaven. 11 “Blessed are you when people revile you and persecute you and utter all kinds of evil against 

you falsely on my account. 12 Rejoice and be glad, for your reward is great in heaven, for in the same way 

they persecuted the prophets who were before you.” 

 L The Gospel of the Lord. C Praise to you, O Christ. 

W 



8 

(sit)  

CHILDREN’S BLESSING 9:00 AM 
Children (aged 3 years through 5th grade) are invited to come forward for a blessing. Then, children in grades K-6 are invited to 

join the Children’s Choir with Barb Carlsen. Children in grades K-4 who are not wanting to participate in Choir, may join 

Kristin Boe for a children’s sermon in the Upper rooms. All children will return to the sanctuary in time to receive communion. 

There are Children’s Bibles and activity bags, in the back of the entrance hall, available to those who prefer to stay with their 

families. Once the service is over, please place the used activity bags in the baskets provided, so they can be sanitized and 

replenished for next week. 

 

SERMON Pastor Hall 
 

(rise in body or spirit) 

HYMN OF THE DAY Jesus, the Very Thought of You ELW 754 
 

1 Jesus, the very thought of you 

 fills us with sweet delight; 

 but sweeter far your face to view 

 and rest within your light. 
 

2 No voice can sing, no heart can frame, 

 nor can the mind recall 

 a sweeter sound than your blest name, 

 O Savior of us all! 
 

3 O Hope of ev'ry contrite soul, 

 O joy of all the meek, 

 how kind you are to those who fall! 

 How good to those who seek! 
 

4 O Jesus, be our joy today; 

 help us to prize your love; 

 grant us at last to hear you say: 

 "Come, share my home above."

Text: attr. Bernard of Clairvaux, 1091-1153; tr. Edward Caswall, 1814-1878 

 

THE APOSTLES’ CREED  

L Let us confess together the faith of the Church. 

C I believe in God, the Father almighty, creator of heaven and earth. 

 I believe in Jesus Christ, God's only Son, our Lord, 

 who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, 

 born of the virgin Mary, 

 suffered under Pontius Pilate, 

 was crucified, died, and was buried; 

 he descended to the dead. 

 On the third day he rose again; 

 he ascended into heaven, 

 he is seated at the right hand of the Father, 

 and he will come to judge the living and the dead. 

 I believe in the Holy Spirit,  

 the holy catholic church,  

 the communion of saints,  

 the forgiveness of sins, 

 the resurrection of the body,  

 and the life everlasting. Amen. 
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THE PRAYERS OF THE CHURCH 

Response:     L Merciful God,    

 C receive our prayer. 
 

(In our prayers today, during a time of silence, pray for those listed below and for others according to their needs) 
 

Sympathy: to the family and friends of Nita Mueller (mother of Barb Nissen) 
 

Prayers this week: Barb Nissen 
 

On-going Care: John Bodnar, Don Burton, Betty Callies, Nina Castro, Irving Collett, Mike Cswercko, 

Marilyn Dichsen, Shirley Dietrich, Mike Edris, Kathy Englert, Wanda Frykberg, Tracey Gehringer-

Steffen, Dale Grundman, Larry & Michele Hunzeker, Joan Jacobson-Trotter, Chris Jensen, Linda 

Johnson, Jason Klonglan, Julie Knapp, Jack & Marie Kubat, Glenn Lindgren, Elizabeth Luczynski, 

Charles Martis, Lara McCormick, Sharon Miley, Ralph Morse, Walter Nash, Dan & Ginny Rath, Joyce 

Wachal, Allyson White, Grant Williams 
 

Other Prayers: Those serving in the military –Wyatt Johnson, grandson of Ken and Linda Johnson; 

Tyler Johnston, son of Robert and Michelle Johnston, Daniel Milstead, nephew of Darlene Anderson; 

Cody Ray, grandson of Betty Callies; Dannika Rees & Takao Elliott, daughter & son-in-law of Eric & 

Toby Rees; Joel Woosley, nephew of Steph Stephens 
 

Other Prayers: Those serving in mission – Rev. Chandran Paul Martin, India; Dr. Stephen & Jodi 

Swanson, Tanzania; Katie Larson, Colombia; Rev. Bridget Gautieri, Wittenburg Center, Germany; Rev. 

Robert & Kathy Moore, Leipzig, Germany; and Dan & Ginny Rath, international translators; our sister 

congregation, the American Church in Berlin 
 

Other Prayers: Seminarians – Joseph Daffer, James Holzer 
 

THE PEACE IS SHARED 

 P The peace of Christ be with you always.  

 C  And also with you. 

 
 

MEAL 
 

(sit) 
THE OFFERING IS RECEIVED 
We glorify God in our giving. Our offering is an act of worship that makes the ministries of this church 

possible. If you are visiting with us today, please do not feel obligated to participate in this portion of 

worship. You may use the QR code scanner on your smart phone to give online or mail in your offering or 

donate online. Thank you!  

 

THE TABLE IS PREPARED 

 

OFFERTORY ANTHEM Blessed Are They by Lee Dengler 
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(rise in body or spirit) 

OFFERTORY HYMN        For the Fruit of All Creation ELW 679 vs. 1 & 3 
 

1 For the fruit of all creation, 

 thanks be to God. 

 For these gifts to ev'ry nation, 

 thanks be to God. 

 For the plowing, sowing, reaping, 

 silent growth while we are sleeping, 

 future needs in earth's safekeeping, 

 thanks be to God. 
 

3 For the harvests of the Spirit, 

 thanks be to God. 

 For the good we all inherit, 

 thanks be to God. 

 For the wonders that astound us, 

 for the truths that still confound us, 

 most of all, that love has found us, 

 thanks be to God. 

Text: Fred Pratt Green, 1903-2000 

Text © 1970 Hope Publishing Company, Carol Stream, IL 60188. All rights reserved. Used by permission. 

 

OFFERING PRAYER 

 L God of majesty, 

 C no eye has seen, no ear has heard what you have prepared for those who love you, yet in this 

meal you reveal the wideness of your mercy. Use what we have gathered to feed us with the 

reign of God come near, Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord. Amen. 

 

THE GREAT THANKSGIVNG 

 
 

PREFACE  

 L It is indeed right, our duty and our joy, … 

  … we praise your name and join their unending hymn: 
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SANCTUS 

 
 

EUCHARISTIC PRAYER  

 L You are indeed holy, almighty and merciful God. … 

  … For as often as we eat of this bread and drink from this cup,  
  we proclaim the Lord’s death until he comes. 

 C Christ has died. Christ is risen. Christ will come again. 
 

 L Remembering, therefore, his salutary command, … 

  … To you, O God, Father, Son, and Holy Spirit, 

  be all honor and glory in your holy church, now and forever. 

 C Amen. 
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THE LORD’S PRAYER  

 L Lord, remember us in your kingdom and teach us all to pray: 

 

 
 

AGNUS DEI 
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INVITATION TO COMMUNION   

L Come to the table; taste and see. 

C Here is the Lamb of God who takes away the sin of the world! 

 
(sit) 

THE DISTRIBUTION 
All baptized Christians who confess Jesus Christ as Lord and his Real Presence in, with and under the bread and wine, are 

welcome to the Lord’s Supper. We believe that this is the Lord’s table and is he who invites you. So you who are strong in faith, 

come with gratitude. You who feel weak in faith, come to be strengthened. And you who feel you have no faith, come so that the 

God of steadfast love will touch your heart with hope and joy. The form of distribution is intinction: you will receive the 

consecrated bread and then you may dip the bread into the wine. Gluten free bread is available upon request. If you cannot 

or choose not to receive the wine, know that the sacrament and God’s promised forgiveness are complete in either element. 

 

HYMNS DURING COMMUNION Rejoice, Ye Pure in Heart! ELW 873 vs. 1-4 
 

1 Rejoice, ye pure in heart! 

 Rejoice, give thanks, and sing; 

 your festal banner wave on high, 

 the cross of Christ your king. 
 

Refrain 

 Rejoice! Rejoice! 

 Rejoice, give thanks, and sing! 
 

2 With voice as full and strong 

 as ocean's surging praise, 

 send forth the sturdy hymns of old, 

 the psalms of ancient days.  Refrain 

3 With all the angel choirs, 

 with all the saints on earth 

 pour out the strains of joy and bliss, 

 true rapture, noblest mirth.  Refrain 
 

4 Still lift your standard high, 

 still march in firm array, 

 as pilgrims through the darkness wend 

 till dawns the golden day.  Refrain

 

Text: Edward H. Plumptre, 1821-1891, alt. 
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  Thee We Adore, O Savior ELW 476 

 
1 Thee we adore, O Savior, God most true, 

 thy glory clothed in bread and wine anew; 

 our hearts to thee in true devotion bow, 

 in humble awe, we hail thy presence now. 
 

2 O true remembrance of Christ crucified, 

 the bread of life to us for whom he died; 

 lend us this life then; feed and feast our mind, 

 be thou the sweetness we were meant to find. 
 

3 Fountain of goodness, Jesus, Lord and God, 

 cleanse us, O Christ, with thy most cleansing blood: 

 increase our faith and love, that we may know 

 the hope and peace which from thy presence flow. 
 

4 Jesus, by faith we see thee here below; 

 send us, we pray thee, what we thirst for so: 

 someday to gaze upon thy face in light, 

 blest evermore with thy full glory's sight. Amen.
 

Text: Thomas Aquinas, 1227-1274; tr. Gerard Manley Hopkins, 1844-1889, and James R. Woodford, 1820-1885, alt. 

 

 

(rise in body or spirit) 

POST-COMMUNION BLESSING 

 

PRAYER AFTER COMMUNION 

 L Radiant God, 
 C we have seen your glory in the face of Jesus Christ. In the sacrament of his body and blood 

you have drawn us to your heart. Send us from this table with delight, that our lives may 

reflect the beauty of your love, and bear witness to all we have seen and heard, through Jesus 

Christ, our Savior and Lord. Amen. 
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SENDING 
 

DISMISSAL OF EUCHARISTIC MINISTERS 

 

BLESSING 

L May the triune God, who has put a new song in your mouth and tuned your heart for praise + bless 

you now and forever. 

 

THREE-FOLD AMEN 

 

RECESSIONAL HYMN The Spirit Sends Us Forth to Serve ELW 551 
 

1 The Spirit sends us forth to serve; 

 we go in Jesus' name 

 to bring glad tidings to the poor, 

 God's favor to proclaim. 
 

2 We go to comfort those who mourn 

 and set the burdened free; 

 where hope is dim, to share a dream 

 and help the blind to see. 
 

3 We go to be the hands of Christ, 

 to scatter joy like seed 

 and, all our days, to cherish life, 

 to do the loving deed. 
 

4 Then let us go to serve in peace, 

 the gospel to proclaim. 

 God's Spirit has empowered us; 

 we go in Jesus' name.

Text: Delores Dufner, OSB, b. 1939 

Text © 1993 Delores Dufner, OSB. Published by OCP Publications, 5536 NE Hassalo, Portland OR 97213. All rights reserved. Used by 
permission. 

 

DISMISSAL 

L Go in peace. Do justice. Love mercy. 

C Thanks be to God.  

 

POSTLUDE  Mark Jones, organ 

 
+     +     + 
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Holy	Communion	
All who are baptized and trust in Christ's presence in Holy 
Communion are invited to commune at the Lord's Table. 
Children or anyone who does not commune will receive a 
blessing. It is the understanding of the universal Church that 
those who wish to commune with bread only (for health or 
other reasons) have communed fully. Our form of distribution 
is Intinction, meaning you will receive the wafer in your hand 
and then dip it into the wine. 

Children	in	Worship	
We believe that all are welcome in worship and encourage 
families to worship together. Activity bags, children’s Bibles, 
and bulletins are available, as well as a room just off the west 
side of the main sanctuary, that includes a TV and a variety of 
toys, games, and books for young children. 

Nursery 
Our nursery is available from 8:45 AM—noon for children 0—
2 years. Please ask an usher if you are unsure as to where our 
nursery is and would like to use it. 

Attendance	Cards	
All those attending worship are encouraged to ϐill out the card 
included in your bulletin and place in the offering plates 
located by the doors in the Nave. 

E‐news	&	Social	Media	
If you would like to receive our weekly e-news and monthly e-
newsletter, add your e-mail address to the attendance card in 
your bulletin. 

Large	Print	Bulletins	and	Listening	Devices	
Please speak to an usher if you would like a large print bulletin 
or an assisted listening device. 

Scan	to	Give	Online	
Thank you 

for 
supporting 

the 
ministries 

of Kountze Memorial 
Lutheran Church.	

Altar	Flowers are given to the glory of God in 
celebration of Mary Jensen’s birthday by her family; in 
celebration of Evan Laney's birthday given by
 Mark & Tarna Kidder 

Children’s	Choir	&	Children’s	Sermon	
9:15	AM		
Grades	K‐6	
Children in grades K-6 are invited to join the 
Children's Choir with Barb Carlsen following the 9 AM 
Children's Blessing. Children in grades K-4 not 
wanting to participate in Choir may join Kristin Boe 
for a children's sermon in the Upper Rooms. All the 
children will return to their seats in time to receive 
communion.  

Kountze	Café	
9:30—11:00	AM	
Join us each Sunday for breakfast, fellowship, and 
conversation. All are welcome—bring your appetite! 
The suggested donation is $5 adults, $2.50 children 12 
and younger for the hot breakfast and a free-will 
donation for the continental breakfast.  

Sunday	School	
10:10	AM	
Ages	2	years‐6th	Grade	
Join us in the 2nd Floor Sunday School Rooms where 
the children will see how Jesus taught his followers to 
live in God’s word and spread that message to others 
through art, games, storytelling, and missions. The 
kids can enjoy the same breakfast upstairs that  is 
being served in the Fellowship Hall while listening to 
the lessons of the day. If you would like to support the 
Sunday School with donations of juice boxes or 
individual milk cartons, we would appreciate it and  
will be serving those with the breakfast. 

Connect	with	Pr.	Lucy	
Schedule a time 
to meet with Pas-
tor Lucy by fol-
lowing the link or 
QR Code. https://
calendly.com/pastor-
lucy/45min 

2650	Farnam	Street	 Omaha,	NE	68131	
402‐341‐7761	 www.kmlchurch.org	

January	31	&	February	1,	2026	
Kountze	Memorial	Lutheran	Church	is	a	vibrant,	historic	faith	
community	that	welcomes	all	and	provides	ministries	for	all	ages	
and	walks	of	life.	We	are	a	“City‐wide	Church	with	a	World‐wide	
Ministry”	and	have	been	worshiping,	growing,	and	serving	in	
downtown	Omaha	for	over	165	years.	If	you	are	new	to	Kountze	
Memorial,	we	invite	you	to	visit	the	Welcome	Desk	in	the	Fellowship	
Hall	for	more	information	about	who	we	are	and	what	we	do. 

Today	at	Kountze	Memorial	

KOUNTZE	STAFF	
  

Pr. Lucy Wynard Senior Pastor 
Dn. Eric Haitz Deacon 
Pr. Ashley Hall Associate Pastor 
Barbara Carlsen Dir. of Music & Fine Arts 
Kristin Boe Director of Faith Formation 
Jim Smejkal Facility & Events Director  
Toby Rees Director of Kountze Commons 
Sheila Valquier Youth Director 
Debbie Bogue Ofϐice Manager 
Danielle Fleming Administrative Assistant 
Noni Cambridge Staff Treasurer 
Judi Boe Financial Secretary 
Dan Collett Facility Assistant  
Louis Flake Night Manager 
Mark Jones Organist 
David Gerard Saturday Accompanist 
Shannon Picha Nursery Director 

 
 



Calling	all	Artists	and	Makers!	
Friday,	February	6	
6—9	PM	
Join us for an Art Show featuring members of our 
congregation. Enjoy charcuterie while viewing the talent 
on display. There will be a silent auction for all pieces of 
art, with the proceeds beneϐitting the Youth Group 
Mission Trip.  

Scholarships	
Deadline	to	Apply:	March	1	

The KMLC Scholarship Program makes scholarship 
funds available to any eligible college-bound student 
member. Active members of Kountze Memorial planning 
or continuing to attend ANY college, university or 
seminary may submit an application. Additional 
eligibility requirements are noted on the application. 
Applications can be picked up in the Youth Center, 
Church Ofϐice, or downloaded from the church website 
at 

www.kmlchurch.org and go to Grow  
> Youth Ministries > Scholarships.  

Applications	are	due	on	March	1,	2026.	Applications	
received	after	this	date	will	not	be	accepted.	Please 
note: Scholarships are not automatically renewable and 
recipients must re-apply each year. Funds are sent 
directly to respective institutions. Submit your 
applications, along with supporting documentation, by 
mail to KMLC, Attn Scholarship Committee, 2650 
Farnam St., Omaha NE 68131; in person to the church 
ofϐice; or by e-mail to info@kmlchurch.org 

Kountze	Food	Pantry	
Our Love Thy Neighbor Food Pantry is in need of your 
gifts and service. The current needs for the pantry are 
deodorant, cornmeal, and ϐlour.	You may leave your 
donation in the box marked “Food Pantry,” located in 
the Fellowship Hall. Tax deductible slips are available on 
the inside pocket of the box. Please join us as a volunteer 
in the pantry in the Kountze Commons volunteer as it 

Today	at	Kountze	Memorial,	continued	

Youth	Forum	
Sundays,	10:15	AM	
Youth	Center	
Grades	7‐12	
You are invited to join us each week in the Youth Center 
during the Sunday Faith Formation hour. 

Adult	Forum	
Sundays,	10:10	AM 
Join us on Sunday mornings in the Fellowship Hall for 
breakfast and then stay for Adult Forum. 
February 1:  Preview of Lent 
February 8: Budget Preview 

Annual	Committee	Reports	
Due	Today,	Sunday,	February	1	
If you are responsible for a report in our Annual Report, 
please have them turned in to Debbie Bogue in the ofϐice 
no later than February 1. Reports are welcome—and 
preferred—anytime before that date. Thanks. 

KMLC	Art	Show	Preview	
Take a sneak peek at the amazing items that will be up 
for auction at our Art Show this Friday, February 6, from 
6–9 PM. Be sure to join us for the Art Show and support 
our youth. With so many great items, you’ll want to bid 
on more than one!  

	

February	1	Sunday	
Epiphany 4 
Homebound Communion 
Annual Reports Due 
8:00 AM & 10:00 AM Adult Choir 

Rehearsal 
9:00 AM & 11:00 AM Worship 
9:00 AM Nursery (0-2 yrs) 
9:15 AM Children's Choir (K-6) 
9:30 AM Kountze Café - Breakfast 
10:10 AM Faith Formation Hour 

February	2	Monday	
10:00 AM Pantry 

February	3	Tuesday	
9:00 AM Staff Meeting 

February	4	Wednesday	
12:15 PM Worship 
6:00 PM Conϐirmation @ St. 

Timothy 
7:00 PM Adult Choir Rehearsal 

February	5	Thursday	
4:00 PM Healing Gift Free Clinic 

February	6	Friday	
5:00 PM Pantry 
6:00 PM KMLC Art Show 
 

February	7	Saturday	
5:00 PM Worship 

February	8	Sunday	
Epiphany 5 
8:00 AM & 10:00 AM Adult Choir 

Rehearsal 
9:00 AM & 11:00 AM Worship 
9:00 AM Nursery (0-2 yrs) 
9:15 AM Children's Choir (K-6) 
9:30 AM Kountze Café - Breakfast 
10:10 AM Faith Formation Hour 
10:10 AM Budget Prevew 
12:15 PM Book Group 

This	Week	at	Kountze	Memorial	
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For	Your	Calendar/News	&	Notes,	continued 

ϐits your schedule. We have options for 
volunteers of all abilities. Please use the 
QR code or the following link to sign up 
and join our mission.  

https://tinyurl.com/uausdddp 
If you have questions about the Pantry, you can call 
Toby Rees at 402-979-1425. 

Summer	Youth	Mission	Trip	
Dates:	July	6–12,	2026 
Location:	Pittsburgh,	Pennsylvania 
$50	Deposit	required	for	registration 
Cost	includes	transportation,	meals,	and	lodging. 
Register	ASAP	by	contacting	Sheila	Valquier.	
The Nebraska Synod Journey is a week-long experience 
for youth in grades 8 through 12 and their adult leaders. 
In 2026, we will gather in Pittsburgh for service, 
learning, worship, fellowship, and opportunities to grow 
in faith while learning from our neighbors in 
Pennsylvania. We will work as a team to raise funds to 
offset the cost. Presence and participation at fundraising 
events required. Scholarships are available. Contact 
Sheila Valquier if you are interested. If you would like to 
help sponsor the trip, donations are welcome. There is a 
Valentine Tree at the top of the ramp to the Youth Room 
where you can take a valentine and return it to the 
church ofϐice with your donation inside. Any donation is 
welcome and appreciated. Thank you for your support! 

KMLC	Week	at	Camp	Carol	Joy	Holling	
June	7‐	12/week	2	
Kountze Memorial will cover the cost for any Kountze 
Memorial child/youth registered by the January 31, the 
Early Bird Registration date. If you register after this 
date, you will need to pay the additional cost. Kountze 
Camp Week is June 7 - 12, but you can attend camp 
whenever it is convenient for you. If you are registering 
your child/children after the early bird deadline, call/
email the church on instructions so we can pay the early 
bird cost. 

Table	Grace	Café	Gala	
Friday,	March	6	
6	‐	9	PM	
Livestock	Exchange	Ballroom	
4920	S	30th	St	

We are personally invited to attend the Table Grace 
Café Gala. See the invitation to the left. 
You won't want to miss this event - there will be 
amazing food, great auction items to help raise money 
for those who need a hand up, and entertainment.  

Camp	Carol	Joy	Holling	Heart	of	Camp	Gala	
Saturday,	April	6	
A	View	West	Shores	
110	S.	243rd	Street,	Waterloo,	NE	
5:30	–	10	PM	
Save the date for Camp Carol Joy Hollings 
gala. The night promises fun, auction bidding wars (both 
live & silent), fellowship with friends, and great food. 
Bring a friend or two or a table’s worth. The more the 
merrier. This year the gala features a fun theme & new 
ticket option. Do you have items to donate for the 
auction? You can ϐill out the Auction Donation Form by 
using the QR Code below or email Allison at 
Ablatchford@NLOM.org. More information on the night 
and to buy tickets, go to  

https://www.nlom.org/gala/ 
 

Attendance	&	Giving	
Thursday,	January	22—Wednesday,	February	28	
 

Saturday: 17 
Sunday: 9:00: 106   11:00: 53 
Wednesday:	12:15:	13  6:30  
Total: 189 
Streaming: 111	
Pantry	Guests	Served: 280 (inc. 82 children) 
Medical	Clinic	Guests	Served: 14 
Offering:	

$9,182.13 (Regular) $2,144.02 (Specials) 
$1,132.15 (Debt Reduction) 

Pantry 

 

CJH Gala 

 



Do	justice	and	love	kindness.	
  
DAILY	BIBLE	READINGS	
  
These passages are related to the Lectionary texts for this Sunday. 
Sunday  Matthew 5:1-12  Sermon on the Mount  
Monday  Micah 6:1-8  True obedience  
Tuesday  1 Corinthians 1:18-31  Message of the cross  
Wednesday  Proverbs 21:12-15  When justice is done  
Thursday  Romans 12:9-13  Marks of a Christian  
Friday  Isaiah 1:11-17  Rescue the oppressed  
Saturday  Psalm 15  Life of the blameless  
Sunday  Matthew 5:13-20  Salt and light  
  
SCRIPTURE	VERSE	FOR	THIS	WEEK	 
He	has	told	you,	O	mortal,	what	is	good;	and	what	does	the	LORD	require	of	you	but	to	do	justice,	and	love	kindness,	and	to	walk	
humbly	with	your	God?	Micah	6:8	(NRSV)	 
  
PRAYERS	AND	BLESSING	 
A	Prayer	for	the	Week:	 
Merciful God, bless us with contentment to a life lived pursuing justice, kindness, and humility. Amen.  
Mealtime	Prayer:	 
We thank you for the gift of each day and the food that nourishes us. Help us to show our thanks with compassion for others. 
Amen.  
A	Blessing	to	Give:	 
May you ϐind peace and comfort in God.  
  
CARING	CONVERSATIONS	 
Discuss in your home, small group, or use for personal reϐlections:  
 How has someone shown you kindness recently?  
 Where have you seen God’s mercy and kindness in action?  
  
DEVOTIONS	 
Read:	Micah 6:1-8 and Matthew 5:1-12.  
In the reading from Micah, God is pleading a court case against Israel. The people have turned from God, but God wonders how 
this could be. The guilt of the people is on themselves because God has done marvelous things for the people by bringing them 
out of Egypt and slavery and giving them leaders like Moses, Aaron, and Miriam. Their enemies were conquered. With their 
guilt before them, the people wonder what the appropriate penance is. Is it thousands of sacriϐices? Is it endless amounts of 
holy oils? Sacriϐice one’s own child? Nothing will do but “to	do	justice,	and	to	love	kindness,	and	to	walk	humbly	with	your	
God”	(Micah 6.8). In the Beatitudes of Matthew 5:1-12, Jesus offers a similar path for faithful followers: poverty of spirit, 
humility, and mercy. The larger Gospel of Matthew cannot be understood without the content of the Beatitudes and the 
Sermon on the Mount. This is the path for us to be satisϐied and blessed, the path of living as a disciple with purpose.  
Discuss:	How easy or difϐicult is it to live as a disciple?  
Pray:	Dear	God,	give	us	the	simple	joy	of	trust	in	you	by	living	a	life	of	purpose	that	seeks	justice,	kindness,	and	
humility	with	you	and	all	people,	through	Christ	our	Lord.	Amen.	 
  
SERVICE	 
Jesus calls us to serve our neighbor in love. Based on the Daily Bible Readings and theme for this week, how can you bless 
someone with a spirit of humility?  
  
RITUALS	AND	TRADITIONS	 
Matthew 5:3-11 speaks of blessings. A wonderful ritual to practice regularly in your home is that of blessing one another. 
When we bless another, we are calling upon God to show goodness and kindness to them, as well as demonstrating our own 
care and concern for them. There are three basic elements to a personal blessing – God’s name, words, and touch (e.g. a hand 
on a shoulder, or making the sign of the cross on their forehead or palm). Consider blessing one another at mealtimes, 
bedtimes, and at daily farewells with family and friends.  
Say:	May	God	bless	you	with	kindness	and	mercy. 

NEXT	WEEK’S	READINGS:  Isaiah 58:1-9a [9b-12]; Psalm 112:1-9 [10] 
1 Corinthians 2:1-12 [13-16]; Matthew 5:13-20 
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