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Holy Communion

All who are baptized and trust in Christ's presence in Holy
Communion are invited to commune at the Lord's Table.
Children or anyone who does not commune will receive a
blessing. It is the understanding of the universal Church that
those who wish to commune with bread only (for health or
other reasons) have communed fully. Our form of distribution
is Intinction, meaning you will receive the wafer in your hand
and then dip it into the wine.

Children in Worship

We believe that all are welcome in worship and encourage
families to worship together. Activity bags, children’s Bibles,
and bulletins are available, as well as a room just off the west
side of the main sanctuary, that includes a TV and a variety of
toys, games, and books for young children.

Nursery

Our nursery is available from 8:45 AM—noon for children 0-2
years. Please ask an usher if you are unsure as to where our
nursery is and would like to use it.

Attendance Cards

All those attending worship are encouraged to fill out the card
included in your bulletin and place in the offering plates
located by the doors in the Nave.

E-news & Social Media

If you would like to receive our weekly e-news and monthly
e-newsletter, add your e-mail address to the attendance card
in your bulletin.

Large Print Bulletins and Listening Devices
Please speak to an usher if you would like a large print
bulletin or an assisted listening device.
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Today at Kountze Memorial

Altar Flowers are given to the glory of God in celebration
of Dayle Johnson's birthday.

Kountze Café Lite

9:30—11:00 AM

Free-will Offering

Now through Labor Day weekend, we are serving a
lighter fare for breakfast. If you would like to help with
breakfast, even just for a Sunday or two, please contact
Sherri Labedz.

Children’s Sermon

Children are invited to sit with their families at the
beginning of the service. Following the children’s sermon,
youth who are going into grade four and younger are
invited to follow the adult leader upstairs for the Kountze
Summer Reading Program. The kids will enjoy a story
book on important life lessons. Coloring sheets, fidgets,
and sensory items will be provided. They will return to
their families for communion.

Are you an adult interested in reading to oran|
our youth? Use the following link or QR code
to sign up to read. You may also reach out to
Kristin at kristin@kmlchurch.org.
https://tinyurl.com/2epndk6z

Summer Reading

Adult Forum

Sundays, 10:10 AM

Join us Sunday mornings in the Fellowship Hall.

July 26:  Rev. Robert Moore, PhD, Global Missions in
Leipzig, Germany

August 2: Congregational Meeting

Sunday School Leaders Needed

The Faith Formation program is looking for enthusiastic
volunteers for the Sunday School students. All lessons are
scripted and materials provided. The children start with
breakfast upstairs, providing time for fellowship with the
youngest members of Kountze. They then split into their



Today at Kountze

classrooms for a lesson that follows the lectionary of the

day. Please contact Kristin at kristin@kmlchurch.org with

questions. You can sign up at:
https://tinyurl.com/wwjk3zut

Memorial, continued

KMLC Young Adults Coffee Talk

Urban Abbey (1026 Jackson St.)

College Age - 30’s

Sunday, July 26

12:30 PM

We'll gather with Pastor Debra McKnight to learn about the
ministry of Urban Abbey, explore its unique presence as a
coffee shop, bookstore, and United Methodist congregation,
and enjoy conversation together over coffee and non-coffee
drinks. All are welcome. Bring a friend and join the
conversation.

This Week at Kountze Memorial

July 26 Sunday
Pentecost 9
9:00 AM & 11:00 AM Worship
9:00 AM Nursery (0-2 yrs)

12:15 PM Worship
July 30 Thursday

July 29 Wednesday

4:00 PM Healing Gift Clinic

August 2 Sunday
Pentecost 10
Homebound Communion
9:00 AM & 11:00 AM Worship

9:30 AM Kountze Café Lite July 31 Friday 9:00 AM Nursery (0-2 yrs)

10:10 AM Adult Forum Wedding Rehearsal 9:30 AM Kountze Cafe - Breakfast
July 27 Monday 9:00 AM Service Friday 10:10 AM Adult Forum—

10:00 AM Pantry 5:00 PM Pantry Congregational Meeting
July 28 Tuesday August 1 Saturday August 3 Monday

9:00 AM Staff Meeting
9:00 AM Good News Assembly

12:30 PM Circle 3 5:00 PM Worship

Homebound Communion
Spearman & Schutte Wedding

10:00 AM Pantry

For Your Calendar/News & Notes

Kountze Care Companions

Do you have a few hours to share each month? We are
forming a team of volunteers to assist some of our older
members with simple tasks such as sorting and organizing
around the house, light cleaning, carrying or putting away
groceries, and spending time in conversation and
companionship. No special skills are required—just a
willing heart and a desire to serve. Whether you can help
occasionally or on a regular basis, we would love to have
you join us as we care for one another and live out Christ's
call to bear one another's burdens. If you are interested in
volunteering, please sign up at the welcome desk, or
contact the church office for more information.

Service Fridays Continue

Through July 31

9 AM - 4 PM

Grades 7 -9

Each Friday, students that are going into grades 7, 8, and 9,
are invited to Kountze to work together in partnership with
ministries connected to Kountze and other local non-
profits. While Service Fridays are limited to those going
into 7th—9th grades, we do need some adult support. If you
have time, we could use some adult volunteers during our
activities. In addition, we will be focusing on collecting

hygiene supplies to make care bags. Soap, shampoo,
conditioner, razors, deodorant, toothpaste, toothbrushes,
combs, lotion, Q-tips, and any other basic necessities you
can imagine is needed. These items can be dropped off at
the Sunday School office. If you have questions about
Service Fridays, or would like to volunteer your

time, please contact Kristin at E'I y [=]
kristin@kmlchurch.org. Sign up your middle
school student with QR code or the following
link:

[=1:%% T2

Service Fridays

https://tinyurl.com/3sjzfpmk

Halloween Costume Collection

Please bring gently used costumes to the church to be
donated! If you have questions on donations or would like
to assist in the event in the fall, please reach out to Toby
Rees (402-979-1425 or toby@kmlchurch.org).

School Supply Drive

The youth are hosting a school supply drive this summer.
We are asking for supplies and backpacks to fill for our
Love thy Neighbor Pantry in Kountze Commons.
Notebooks, folders, crayons, markers, colored pencils, pens,
glue, scissors, etc. are welcome. Please bring items to
church by August 2. We will be packing backpacks on
August 9.



For Your Calendar/News & Notes, continued

Blessing of the Backpacks

August8 &9

Saturday, 5 PM

Sunday, 9 & 11 AM

Bring your school or work bag to church to receive prayers
for a safe, productive, and exciting educational year.
Following the 9 AM worship service, students are invited to
the Fellowship Lounge to stuff backpacks with school
supplies. Bags and supplies are generously donated
throughout the summer by congregation members and are
given to pantry guests at our Love Thy Neighbor Food
Pantry.

All Congregation Game Night!

Saturday, August 15

6:00 PM

The Christian Education Committee is hosting a Game Night
for the entire congregation. This cross generational
fellowship will begin after the 5 PM Saturday Service. Join
us for friendly competition and finger foods. Bring your
favorite game night snack or appetizer to share. Games
provided, but if you have one to share, bring it!

Please RSVP at the Welcome Desk, call (402-341-7761) or
email the church office.

Kountze Food Pantry
Our Love Thy Neighbor Food Pantry is in need of your gifts
and service. The current needs for the pantry are Ramen
noodles, juice boxes, diapers. You may leave your donation
in the box marked “Food Pantry,” located in the Fellowship
Hall. Tax deductible slips are available on the inside pocket
of the box. Please join us as a volunteer in the pantry in the
Kountze Commons volunteer as it fits your schedule. We
have options for volunteers of all abilities. Please use the
QR code or the following link to sign up and join our
mission. We are always in need of gently used grocery
bags.

https://tinyurl.com/uausdddp

Truth be Tolled Bell Ringers
Community Bible Church
3616 S 132nd St

Friday, July 31

7 PM

This is a free benefit concert to celebrate the USA's 250t
birthday, but a freewill offering will be taken to support
Voter Information Project, a non-profit, non-partisan
organization. Voter Information Project is a place to
acquire non-partisan information for Nebraska elections -
including candidate responses in their own words, political
position job descriptions, ballot issue explanations, and
professional input on judges, all accessible for the
individual voter's voting districts.

Table Grace Café Golf Tournament
Friday, August 28
Miracle Hills Golf Course
(1401 N 120t St)
Tee Time 8 AM
Entry Fee: $125 Per Person
$500 Per Team of 4
Excitement is in the air! Get ready to be part of
something extraordinary at Table Grace Ministries'
fundraising event. It's an event like no other, and you
won’t want to miss it! Every registration to this event
will bring Table Grace closer to achieving their mission.
Together, we can create a brighter, more compassionate
world for all. Our support is invaluable. Golf and network
and help others with a hand up! Cost includes 18 holes of
golf, cart, lunch, mulligans, and a raffle ticket per player.
Not able to golf? Be a golf hole sponsor or putting green
sponsor. More information can be found by using the link
below or the QR Code.

https://tinyurl.com/mtdzy94y
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Table Grace Golf

Sunday, August 2| 10:15 AM | Fellowship Hall
Election of Council and Endowment Members

Attendance & Giving
Thursday, July 16—Wednesday, July 22

Saturday: 48

Sunday: 9:00: 92 11:00: 44

Wednesday: 12:15: 9

Total: 193

Streaming: 49

Pantry Guests Served: 231 (inc. 59 children)

Medical Clinic Guests Served: 20

Offering:
$14,035.81 (Regular) $2,725.83 (Specials)
$553.00 (Debt Reduction)




The Spirit helps us in our weakness.

DAILY BIBLE READINGS 9.‘. ta k I n gT

These passages are related to the Lectionary texts for this Sunday. “ . s ’ fa I th
Sunday Matthew 13:31-33, 44-52 Parables of the kingdom * Re °

Monday 1 Kings 3:5-12 Solomon'’s prayer for wisdom h 0 m e
Tuesday Romans 8:26-39 God’s love in Christ Jesus © 2024 Milestones Ministry, LLC. All rights reserved.
Wednesday Genesis 29:15-28 ]acob marries In addition Fo Talfing Faith Home, celebrate milestgnes in your Fjaily life
ThurSday Psalm 103:8-14 The Lord’s wonderful love as an effective faith formation tool. Go to: www.milestonesministry.org
Friday Hebrews 4:14-16 Jesus the great high priest

Saturday Psalm 119:129-136 The glories of God’s law

Sunday Matthew 14:13-21 Jesus feeds the five thousand

SCRIPTURE VERSE FOR THIS WEEK
Likewise the Spirit helps us in our weakness; for we do not know how to pray as we ought, but that very Spirit intercedes with sighs too
deep for words. Romans 8:26 (NRSV)

PRAYERS AND BLESSING

A Prayer for the Week:

Come Holy Spirit, help us in our weakness and strengthen us with faith that trusts your never-failing care through Christ our Lord.
Amen.

Mealtime Prayer:

Dear God, we thank you for daily food; as you restore our bodies with this meal, restore our souls with joy in your presence. Amen.
A Blessing to Give:

May God'’s face shine on you with kindness. (Psalm 119:135)

CARING CONVERSATIONS

Discuss in your home, small group, or use for personal reflections:

e Think of a person who you consider to be wise. What makes them wise?

« When you are going through tough times, do you find prayer easy or difficult? Explain.

DEVOTIONS

Read: Matthew 13:31-33, 44-52 and 1 Kings 3:5-12.

Jesus tells five short parables: two about growth, two about valuing something very highly, and one about separating the good from
the bad. There are details in these parables that have challenged Christians throughout the ages. Jesus asked the disciples if they
“understood all this,” and without hesitation they simply replied, “Yes” (Matthew 13:51). Perhaps there is a cautionary tale here.
Whereas, Solomon simply wants wisdom and is praised by God for such a humble request (1 Kings 3:5-12), yet the larger story in 1
Kings reveals that Solomon ended up wanting and claiming much more than a humble quest for wisdom. Instead of preserving the
kingdom of Israel, the twelve tribes became split into two realms because of Solomon’s failures. The Apostle Paul acknowledges our
human frailty by noting that we do not know how to pray and that the Spirit helps us in our weakness. In the midst of seeking a life
of faithfulness and wisdom, it is good to be reminded, with humility, that our wisdom has its limits. Finally, what we need is a God
who intercedes for us “with sighs too deep for words” (Romans 8:26).

Discuss: How has faith in God helped you during difficult times?

Pray: The Lord’s Prayer.

SERVICE
Jesus calls us to serve our neighbor in love. Based on the Daily Bible Readings and theme for this week, how can you help or support
someone who is struggling with a health issue?

RITUALS AND TRADITIONS

Many congregations are smaller today than years ago and may feel insignificant. The parable of the mustard seed teaches us that big
things can happen from the smallest of things (Matthew 13:31-32). Growing the church involves being intentional about sharing our
own faith story and passing the rituals and traditions we know and love onto the next generation. Think or talk about how you have
told your faith story or passed on Christian rituals and traditions to others. How might you sow seeds of faith that grow into
something great?

Pray: Dear God, thank you for Jesus who teaches us about the kingdom of heaven. Help us to grow your kingdom and take
time to learn and to tell others about what Jesus has taught us. Amen.

NEXT WEEK’S READINGS: Isaiah 55:1-5; Psalm 145:8-9, 14-21
Romans 9:1-5; Matthew 14:13-21




