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FOURTEENTH SUNDAY after PENTECOST

The prophet Jeremiah speaks of the incurable wound of his suffering yet finds in God’s words the delight of his
heart. When Peter doesn’t grasp Jesus’words about suffering, Jesus tells the disciples they will find their lives in
losing them. Such sacrificial love is described by Paul when he urges us to associate with the lowly and not repay
evil with evil. In worship we gather as a community that we might offer ourselves for the sake of our suffering

world.




GATHERING

PRELUDE

WELCOME AND ANNOUNCEMENTS

(rise in body or spirit)
CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS

Blessed be the holy Trinity =+ one God, whose compassion endures forever.

Amen.

L) Let us confess our sin to God.
Silence is kept for reflection.

L) Compassionate God,

we confess to you all our sins.
Our burden is heavy, and we cannot free ourselves.
In your mercy, call us back to you.
Your yoke is easy and your burden is light.
Restore us to dwell in your peace.
In Christ’s name we pray,
Amen.

=

Jesus says, “Come to me,

all you who are weary

and are carrying heavy burdens,
and I will give you rest.”

In the name of God,

Father, - Son, and Holy Spirit,
your sins are forgiven.

Rest in God’s love.

Amen.

Mark Jones, organ



PROCESSIONAL HYMN Son of God, Eternal Savior ELW 655 vs. 1-3

1 Son of God, eternal Savior, 2 Asyou, Lord, have lived for others,
source of life and truth and grace, so may we for others live.
Word made flesh, whose birth among us Freely have your gifts been granted;
hallows all our human race, freely may your servants give.
you our head, who, throned in glory, Yours the gold and yours the silver,
for your own will ever plead: yours the wealth of land and sea;
fill us with your love and pity, we but stewards of your bounty
heal our wrong, and help our need. held in solemn trust will be.

3 Come, O Christ, and reign among us,
King of love and Prince of peace;
hush the storm of strife and passion,
bid its cruel discords cease.

By your patient years of toiling,

by your silent hours of pain,

quench our fevered thirst of pleasure,
stem our selfish greed of gain.

Text: Somerset C. Lowry, 1855-1932

APOSTOLIC GREETING

The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God,
and the communion of the Holy Spirit be with you all.
And also with you.
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PRAYER OF THE DAY
L) O God,
we thank you for your Son, who chose the path of suffering for the sake of the world. Humble
us by his example, point us to the path of obedience, and give us strength to follow your
commands, through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord. Amen.

WORD

(sit)
FIRST READING Jeremiah 15:15-21
Jeremiah’s delight in the word of the Lord is contradicted by the heaviness of God’s hand upon him and God'’s seeming
unfaithfulness. God’s tough love to Jeremiah says that if he repents, he will be allowed to continue in his strenuous ministry.
Jeremiah is strengthened by the simple words, “I am with you.”

Lord, you know; remember me and visit me, and bring down retribution for me on my persecutors.

In your forbearance do not take me away; know that on your account I suffer insult. '® Your words
were found, and I ate them, and your words became to me a joy and the delight of my heart, for I am
called by your name, O Lord, God of hosts. !71 did not sit in the company of merrymakers, nor did I
rejoice; under the weight of your hand I sat alone, for you had filled me with indignation. '* Why is my
pain unceasing, my wound incurable, refusing to be healed? Truly, you are to me like a deceitful brook,
like waters that fail. ' Therefore thus says the Lord: If you turn back, I will take you back, and you shall
stand before me.  If you utter what is precious and not what is worthless, you shall serve as my mouth.
It is they who will turn to you, not you who will turn to them. ?° And I will make you to this people a
fortified wall of bronze; they will fight against you, but they shall not prevail over you, for I am with you
to save you and deliver you, says the Lord. 2! I will deliver you out of the hand of the wicked and redeem
you from the grasp of the ruthless.

(L) Word of God, Word of Life. Thanks be to God.

PSALM 26:1-8 (read responsively)
! Give judgment for me, O Lord, for I have lived with integrity;
I have trusted in the Lord and have not faltered.
2Test me, O Lord, and try me;
examine my heart and my mind.
3 For your steadfast love is before my eyes;
I have walked faithfully with you.
“T have not sat with the worthless,
nor do I consort with the deceitful.
31 have hated the company of evildoers;
I will not sit down with the wicked.
T will wash my hands in innocence, O Lord,
that I may go in procession round your altar,
7 singing aloud a song of thanksgiving
and recounting all your wonderful deeds.
8 Lord, I love the house in which you dwell
and the place where your glory abides.



SECOND READING Romans 12:9-21

Paul presents benchmarks for faithful relationships with Christians and non-Christians. Love is the unflagging standard of our

behavior. When we encounter evil, we do not resort to its tactics but seek to overcome it with good. While Christians cannot

control the actions and attitudes of others, we seek to live at peace with all people.

Let love be genuine; hate what is evil; hold fast to what is good; '°love one another with mutual
affection; outdo one another in showing honor. ' Do not lag in zeal; be ardent in spirit; serve the

Lord. '? Rejoice in hope; be patient in affliction; persevere in prayer. '* Contribute to the needs of the

saints; pursue hospitality to strangers.

14 Bless those who persecute you; bless and do not curse them. '° Rejoice with those who rejoice; weep
with those who weep. '® Live in harmony with one another; do not be arrogant, but associate with the
lowly; do not claim to be wiser than you are. '” Do not repay anyone evil for evil, but take thought for
what is noble in the sight of all. "*If it is possible, so far as it depends on you, live peaceably with
all. ' Beloved, never avenge yourselves, but leave room for the wrath of God, for it is written,
“Vengeance is mine; I will repay, says the Lord.” 2 Instead, “if your enemies are hungry, feed them; if
they are thirsty, give them something to drink, for by doing this you will heap burning coals on their
heads.” *! Do not be overcome by evil, but overcome evil with good.

Word of God, Word of Life. Thanks be to God.

(rise in body or spirit)
GOSPEL ACCLAMATION
Alleluia!
Alleluia. Lord to whom shall we go?
You have the words of eternal life. Alleluia!

L) The Holy Gospel according to St. Matthew.
Glory to you, O Lord.

HOLY GOSPEL Matthew 16:21-28
After Peter confesses that Jesus is “the Messiah, the Son of the living God” (16:16), Jesus reveals the ultimate purpose of his
ministry. These words prove hard to accept, even for a disciple whom Jesus has called a “rock.”
From that time on, after Peter confessed that Jesus was the Messiah, Jesus began to show his disciples
that he must go to Jerusalem and undergo great suffering at the hands of the elders and chief priests
and scribes and be killed and on the third day be raised. > And Peter took him aside and began to rebuke
him, saying, “God forbid it, Lord! This must never happen to you.” # But he turned and said to Peter,
“Get behind me, Satan! You are a hindrance to me, for you are setting your mind not on divine things but
on human things.”

24 Then Jesus told his disciples, “If any wish to come after me, let them deny themselves and take up
their cross and follow me. 2 For those who want to save their life will lose it, and those who lose their life
for my sake will find it. ® For what will it profit them if they gain the whole world but forfeit their life?
Or what will they give in return for their life?

27“For the Son of Man is to come with his angels in the glory of his Father, and then he will repay
everyone for what has been done. ?® Truly I tell you, there are some standing here who will not taste death
before they see the Son of Man coming in his kingdom.”

The Gospel of the Lord. Praise to you, O Christ.



(sit)
CHILDREN’S BLESSING 9:00 AM

Children (aged 2 years through 4" grade) are invited to come forward for a blessing. Then, they may either return to their seat
and use the Spark Bible and/or activity bags, located in the back of the entrance hall, during the regular sermon or go to the
Upper rooms for a story time. All children will return to their families in time to receive communion. Once the service is over,
please place the used activity bags in the baskets provided, so they can be sanitized and replenished for next week.

SERMON Pastor Wynard
(rise in body or spirit)
HYMN OF THE DAY Spirit, Open My Heart ACS 1043 vs.2& 3
Refrain
P ; ; — Z Z
S=SESSSEE s =
Spir-it, 0 - pen my heart to the joy and pain of
0 ; . ; . .
)" A 1 I =Y | I i M I | I
| = (7] 1 1 | 1
:@ﬁ—F—J ! ‘H—F! — { i i—‘—i::fi
liv-ing. As you love may I love in re - ceiv - ing
Q 1 | 1 1 1 f f f 1
b 1 1 i | | | f f | | |
J J 7 b_.i 65_ J == '
and in  giv - ing. Spir - it, 0o - pen my heart.
p 1 T n 1 n 3 i P
b 1 1 1 | 1 | 1
@ 5 ; I ; = P - .I—l’_r_f—!:
J I ' '
2 Write your love up - on  my heart as my law, my
3 May 1 weep with those who  weep; share the  joy of
0 , " ,
| 1 o——— o 1
G —f—=—F A M | R ’
5 ! } . ! .
goal, my sto - ry. In each thought, word, and
friend and neigh - bor. As 1 live from  day to
Refrain
——— ——F— — i ; ;
o =S SiE == SRS
deed, may my liv - ing bring you glo - ry.
day, love will be my fin - est la - bor.

Text: Ruth Duck, b. 1947

Text © 1996 Pilgrim Press. All rights reserved.



THE APOSTLES’ CREED
L) Let us confess our faith using the words of the Apostles’ Creed:
I believe in God, the Father almighty, creator of heaven and earth.
I believe in Jesus Christ, God's only Son, our Lord,
who was conceived by the Holy Spirit,
born of the virgin Mary,
suffered under Pontius Pilate,
was crucified, died, and was buried;
he descended to the dead.
On the third day he rose again;
he ascended into heaven,
he is seated at the right hand of the Father,
and he will come to judge the living and the dead.
I believe in the Holy Spirit,
the holy catholic church,
the communion of saints,
the forgiveness of sins,
the resurrection of the body,
and the life everlasting. Amen.

THE PRAYERS OF THE CHURCH
Response: Merciful God,
receive our prayer.

(In our prayers today, during a time of silence, pray for those listed below and for others according to their needs)
Prayers this week: Nakoma Baker

On-going Care: Bruce Anderson, Ryan Anderson, Judi Boe, Carol Carlson, Rod Carlson, Warren Cooke,
Mike & Candace Edris, Kathy Englert, Lucy Etherton, Bob & Sandy Fonda, Judith Hamaker, Chris
Jensen, Linda Johnson, Jason Klonglan, Kate McCoy, Lynn Meyer, Ralph Morse, Lynnette Olson, Noelle
Phelps, John Rayno, Allyson White

Other Prayers: Those serving in the military — Mallory Hoogestraat, daughter of JD & Julie Hoogestraat,
Wyatt Johnson, grandson of Ken & Linda Johnson; Tyler Johnston, son of Robert & Michelle Johnston,
Daniel Milstead, nephew of Darlene Anderson; Cody Ray, grandson of Betty Callies; Dannika Rees &
Takao Elliott, daughter & son-in-law of Eric & Toby Rees; Brayden Renken, son of Lenny & Aundrea
Renken; Joel Woosley, nephew of Steph Stephens

Other Prayers: Those serving in mission — Rev. Chandran Paul Martin, India; Dr. Stephen & Jodi
Swanson, Tanzania; Rev. Katie Larson, Colombia; Rev. Bridget Gautieri, Wittenberg Center, Germany;
Rev. Robert & Kathy Moore, Leipzig, Germany; our sister congregation, the American Church in Berlin

Other Prayers: Seminarians — Joseph Daffer, James Holzer

THE PEACE IS SHARED
(L) The peace of Christ be with you always.
And also with you.



MEAL

(sit)

THE OFFERING IS RECEIVED

We glorify God in our giving. Our offering is an act of worship that makes the ministries of this church
possible. We encourage everyone to give. If you are visiting with us today, please do not feel obligated to
participate in this portion of worship. If you would like, use the QR code scanner on your smart phone to give
online or place your offering in the plates that are located at the entrances to the Sanctuary. For those of

you watching through our media outlets, if you are able, please mail in your offering or donate online.
Thank you!

THE TABLE IS PREPARED
OFFERTORY ANTHEM Mansion Builder words & music by Anne Herring
Judi Boelts, Barbara Carlsen, Dayle Johnson, vocalist
(rise in body or spirit)
OFFERTORY HYMN Lord, Let My Heart Be Good Soil ELW 512
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Lord, let my heart, Lord, let my heart, Lord, let my heart be good soil.

Text: Handt Hanson, b. 1950
Text © 1985 Prince of Peace Publishing, Changing Church, Inc., admin. Augsburg Fortress.

OFFERING PRAYER
Loving God,
we offer at your table the gifts of our hearts. Help us take heart in you and share freely of
your love, so that all creation can taste your abundance. We ask this in the name of Jesus,
through the Spirit abiding with us now and forever. Amen.
8



THE GREAT THANKSGIVNG

The Lord be with you.
And also with you.
Lift up your hearts.
We lift them to the Lord.
Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.
It is right to give our thanks and praise.
It is indeed right, our duty and our joy,
... we praise your name and join their unending hymn:
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EUCHARISTIC PRAYER

Blessed are you, O God, ...
... may not perish but may have eternal life.

In the night in which he was betrayed, ...
... Do this for the remembrance of me.

Again, after supper, he took the cup, gave thanks, ...
... Do this for the remembrance of me.

As often as we eat this bread and drink this cup,
we proclaim the Lord’s death until he comes.
Christ has died. Christ is risen. Christ will come again.

Pour out your Holy Spirit ...
... Power of the Most High, now and forever.

Amen.



THE LORD’S PRAYER
Lord, remember us in your kingdom and teach us all to pray:
Our Father, who art in heaven,
hallowed be thy name,
thy kingdom come,
thy will be done,
on earth as it is in heaven.
Give us this day our daily bread;
and forgive us our trespasses,
as we forgive those who trespass against us;
and lead us not into temptation,
but deliver us from evil.
For thine is the kingdom,
and the power, and the glory, forever and ever. Amen.

INVITATION TO COMMUNION
Come, share in the feast!
Heaven has come near.

(sit)

THE DISTRIBUTION

All baptized Christians who confess Jesus Christ as Lord and his Real Presence in, with and under the bread and wine, are
welcome to the Lord’s Supper. We believe that this is the Lord’s table and is he who invites you. So you who are strong in faith,
come with gratitude. You who feel weak in faith, come to be strengthened. And you who feel you have no faith, come so that the
God of steadfast love will touch your heart with hope and joy. The form of distribution is intinction: you will receive the
consecrated bread and then you may dip the bread into the wine. Gluten free bread is available upon request. If you cannot
or choose not to receive the wine, know that the sacrament and God’s promised forgiveness are complete in either element.

AGNUS DEI Lamb of God
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2 O Lamb of God, you bear the sin of all the world a - way;
3 O Lamb of God, you bear the sin of all the world a - way;
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you suf-fered death our lives to save: have mer-cy now, we pray.
you set us free from guilt and grave: have mer-cy now, we pray.

e - ter-nal peace with God you made: give us your peace,we pray.

Text & music © 1990 GIA Publications, Inc.

10



COMMUNION HYMN Will You Come and Follow Me ELW 798

1 "Will you come and follow me
if I but call your name?
Will you go where you don't know
and never be the same?
Will you let my love be shown,
will you let my name be known,
will you let my life be grown
in you and you in me?

2  "Will you leave yourself behind
if I but call your name?
Will you care for cruel and kind
and never be the same?
Will you risk the hostile stare,
should your life attract or scare?
Will you let me answer pray'r
in you and you in me?

3

"Will you let the blinded see
if I but call your name?

Will you set the pris'ners free
and never be the same?

Will you Kkiss the leper clean,
and do such as this unseen,
and admit to what I mean

in you and you in me?

"Will you love the you you hide

if I but call your name?

Will you quell the fear inside

and never be the same?

Will you use the faith you've found

to reshape the world around,

through my sight and touch and sound
in you and you in me?"

5 Lord, your summons echoes true
when you but call my name.

Let me turn and follow you
and never be the same.
In your company I'll go

where your love and footsteps show.
Thus I'll move and live and grow

in you and you in me.

Text: John L. Bell, b. 1949

Text © 1987 Iona Community, GIA Publications, Inc., agent 7404 S. Mason Ave., Chicago, IL 60638. www.giamusic.com. 800.442.3358. All

(rise in body or spirit)
POST-COMMUNION BLESSING

PRAYER AFTER COMMUNION
L) Compassionate God,

rights reserved. Used by permission.

through the gifts of bread and wine our hearts are filled with the abundance of your love.
Strengthen us that we, through this holy meal, may share your love freely, as you have shared
with us. We ask this in the name of Jesus, through the Spirit nourishing us now and forever.

Amen.

1"



SENDING

BLESSING
Creator, Redeemer, Sustainer, - one God, bless, heal, and hold you today and always.

THREE-FOLD AMEN

RECESSIONAL HYMN Rise, O Church, like Christ Arisen ELW 548

1 Rise, O church, like Christ arisen, 3 Rise, remember well the future
from this meal of love and grace; God has called us to receive;
may we through such love envision present by God's loving nurture,
whose we are, and whose, our praise. Spirited then let us live.
Alleluia, alleluia; Alleluia, alleluia;

God, the wonder of our days. Spirit, grace by whom we live.

2 Rise, transformed, and choose to follow 4 Service be our sure vocation;
after Christ, though wounded, whole; courage be our daily breath;
broken, shared, our lives are hallowed mercy be our destination
to release and to console. from this day and unto death.
Alleluia, alleluia; Alleluia, alleluia.

Christ, our present, past, and goal. Rise, O church, a living faith.

Text: Susan Palo Cherwien, b. 1953
Text © 1997 Susan Palo Cherwien, admin. Augsburg Fortress.

DISMISSAL
L) Heaven has come near. Go, share the good news!
Thanks be to God.

POSTLUDE Mark Jones, organ

From Sundays and Seasons.com. ©2026 Augsburg Fortress. All rights reserved. Reprinted by permission under Augsburg Fortress Liturgies
Annual License #SAS006828. Reprinted under OneLicense.net #A-705181. New Revised Standard Version Bible, ©1989, Division of Christian
Education of the National Council of the Churches of Christ in the United States of America. Used by permission. All rights reserved.
[Evangelical Lutheran Worship ©2006 Augsburg Fortress. All Creations Sings ©2020 Augsburg Fortress, an imprint of 1517 Media. Reprinted by
permission under Augsburg Fortress Liturgies Annual License #26828. CCLI License # 2347179.
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Holy Communion

All who are baptized and trust in Christ's presence in Holy
Communion are invited to commune at the Lord's Table.
Children or anyone who does not commune will receive a
blessing. It is the understanding of the universal Church that
those who wish to commune with bread only (for health or
other reasons) have communed fully. Our form of distribution
is Intinction, meaning you will receive the wafer in your hand
and then dip it into the wine.

Children in Worship

We believe that all are welcome in worship and encourage
families to worship together. Activity bags, children’s Bibles,
and bulletins are available, as well as a room just off the west
side of the main sanctuary, that includes a TV and a variety of
toys, games, and books for young children.

Nursery

Our nursery is available from 8:45 AM—noon for children 0-2
years. Please ask an usher if you are unsure as to where our
nursery is and would like to use it.

Attendance Cards

All those attending worship are encouraged to fill out the card
included in your bulletin and place in the offering plates
located by the doors in the Nave.

E-news & Social Media

If you would like to receive our weekly e-news and monthly
e-newsletter, add your e-mail address to the attendance card
in your bulletin.

Large Print Bulletins and Listening Devices
Please speak to an usher if you would like a large print
bulletin or an assisted listening device.

Scan to Give Online Connect with Pr. Lucy
Thank you Schedule a time &
for to meet with Pas- -
supporting tor Lucy by fol- &
the lowing the link or [u]
ministries QR Code. https://
of Kountze Memorial calendly.com/pastor-
Lutheran Church. lucy/45min

Hall for more information about who we are and what we do.

Today at Kountze Memorial

Eternal Candle is given to the glory of God by Tom
Jenkins in memory of Bud Jensen and Howard Jensen

Kountze Café Lite

9:30—11:00 AM

Free-will Offering

Now through Labor Day weekend, we are serving a lighter
fare for breakfast. If you would like to help with breakfast,
even just for a Sunday or two, please contact Sherri
Labedz.

Children’s Sermon

Children are invited to sit with their families at the
beginning of the service. Following the children’s sermon,
youth who are going into grade four and younger are
invited to follow the adult leader upstairs for the Kountze
Summer Reading Program. The kids will enjoy a story
book on important life lessons. Coloring sheets, fidgets,
and sensory items will be provided. They will return to
their families for communion.

Adult Forum

Sundays, 10:10 AM

Join us on Sunday mornings in the Fellowship Hall for a
lite breakfast and then stay for Adult Forum.

August 30:  Jason Gerdes of Camp Carol Joy Holling
September 6: Fellowship

Sunday School Leaders Needed
The Faith Formation program is looking for
enthusiastic volunteers for the Sunday School
students. All lessons are scripted and
materials provided. The children start with
breakfast upstairs, providing time for
fellowship with the youngest members of Kountze. They
then split into their classrooms for a lesson that follows
the lectionary of the day. Please contact Kristin at
kristin@kmlchurch.org with questions. You can sign up at:
https://tinyurl.com/wwijk3zut

Leaders



Today at Kountze

Help Our Lost and Found Find Its Way Home!

Our Lost and Found is overflowing with items looking for
their owners! Stop by the counter in the Fellowship Hall
near the office’s back door and see if anything belongs to
you. Items will remain on display for the next couple of
weeks. After that, anything still left behind will have to find
a new home. Hope you find your missing items.

Dinners for Eight(ish)
We've been told there is still room to sign up for Dinners for
Eight. Please be sure to sign up today if you're interested.

Memorial, continued

& Get to know others in the congregation over 3 dinners
for 3 months in groups of eight(ish).

@ Meet each month for a meal in September, October, and
November

& Enjoy a meal and conversation with one another.

& Consider meeting for lunch instead of dinner!

@ Sign up at the Welcome Desk or call the church office
by Monday, August 24.

We will contact you to tell you who is in your group. See

you around the table!

This Week at Kountze Memorial

August 30 Sunday

Pentecost 14 12:15 PM Worship

September 2 Wednesday

September 6 Sunday
Pentecost 15

9:00 AM & 11:00 AM Worship September 3 Thursday Homebound Communion
9:00 AM Nursery (0-2 yrs) 4:00 PM Healing Gift Free Clinic 9:00 AM & 11:00 AM Worship
9:30 AM Kountze Café Lite September 4 Friday 9:00 AM Nursery (0-2 yrs)

10:10 AM Adult Forum
August 31 Monday

10:00 AM Pantry

11:30 AM Endowment Board
September 1 Tuesday

9:00 AM Staff Meeting

5:00 PM Pantry

5:00 PM Worship

September 5 Saturday
Homebound Communion

9:30 AM Kountze Café Lite

10:10 AM Adult Forum
September 7 Monday

Labor Day

OFFICE CLOSED

No Pantry

For Your Calendar/News & Notes

Confirmation Classes Begin Soon!

St. Timothy's Lutheran Church

(931 & Dodge)

Wednesday, September 9

Dinner: 5:45 PM

Class: 6:05 - 7:30 PM

If any students and their adults weren't able to be at the
Confirmation Orientation at St. Timothy's on August 26 but
want to participate, or if you have questions, please contact
Pr. Lucy or Dn. Eric.

We are looking forward to a fun, faith-filled year in
Confirmation!

Choir Members Wanted!!!

First Rehearsal: Wednesday, Sept. 9, 7 - 8:30 PM

Begin Singing at Worship: Sunday, September 13

Past singing experience in high school or college is a plus
but not required. High School students who are involved in
their choirs at school are also welcome. Director, Barb
Carlsen, would like to hear you sing before joining the choir
just to make sure that this group will blend with your type
of voice. If you want more information about choir or would
like to reserve a time to sing for Barb, please call the church
office at 402-341-7761. Rehearsals are generally the first
Wednesday of the month, September - May, and on Sunday
mornings. (Extra rehearsals scheduled as needed.)

Rally Sunday

Sunday, September 13

Join us to celebrate the start of the new faith formation
year. Our children will lead the procession out of the church
at the end of the 9 AM service and we will ALL gather on the
front steps for a whole congregation photo! Saturday
evening and 11 AM service attendees, plan to meet us at
10:00 AM on the front steps. During the Faith Formation
hour at 10:10 AM each age group will be welcomed to an
Open House to learn more about the learning, fellowship,
and fun opportunities ahead: 0-2 in the Nursery, pre-K
through 6t grade upstairs in the Sunday School rooms, 7t-
12th graders downstairs in the Youth Center, young adults
(18-30) in the Fellowship Lounge, and adults in the
Fellowship Hall. There will be food and opportunities to
register for the year and/or update your contact
information and tell us more about your gifts and passions.
The first day of Sunday School and Youth Forum will be the
following week, September 20th,

Children's Choir

Beginning Sunday, September 13

9:15 AM (following 9 AM Children's Blessing)

2nd Floor Sunday School Music Room

Grades K-6

Barb Carlsen is excited to have another opportunity to work
with your talented children this year. She has over 35 years
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of experience as a music teacher and enjoys working with
young people.

All children in grades K-6 are encouraged to sing in our
Children’s Choir. If you have any questions or concerns,
please feel free to contact Barb in the church office at 402-
341-7761.

KMLC Book Group

12:15 PM

Fellowship Lounge

Sunday, September 13

The Last Woman of Warsaw by Judy Batalion

The female characters are based on actual Polish women
and focuses on the struggle Jewish residents faced in a

hostile world. Please join us for enlightenment on this topic.

Young Adult Fall Kick-off Event

Ages College - 30's Adults

Smash Park

8121 S 123rd Street, La Vista

Sunday, September 13

1:00 PM

Come join us for our Young Adults Fall Kick-off! We'll have
axe throwing, food, maybe food throwing, and plenty of
time to connect and catch up. whether you've been part of
Kountze Memorial for years, just started coming, or haven't
been around in a while, you're invited!

Spamtember Men’s Lunch

Thursday September 17

11:30 AM

For the third year in a row, we will celebrate Spamtember
at the men’s lunch. Jim has been researching and creating
some of the finest recipes you're sure to enjoy. We may
even bring back some of the favorites from the last two
years. You won't want to miss your spam at the table. Sign
up today at the welcome desk in the Fellowship Hall or
email: jim@kmlchurch.org. If you have a favorite spam
recipe, please share it and we may try it!

Church Picnic Potluck and

Dedication of the Schneider Link

with Pr. Carlos & Jan Schneider

Sunday September 20

Buffet line will open at 11:30 AM

Dedication of the Link at 12:15 PM in the Link

Pr. Carlos and Jan Scneider will be joining us on Sunday
September 20t for a picnic potluck and a dedication
ceremony in the Link. An anonymous individual has
secured the naming rights for the Link and it will be named
in their honor that day. We are planning a German themed
event complete with brats for the entree and a kld s optlon
Dust off your European side dish and dessert
recipes (not required). Activities for the kids
include bounce houses, face painting and
balloons. Octoberfest games for the adults.
Did you know that in Germany, Octoberfest is

Pantry

celebrated in September? Join us in the Fellowship Hall
following the 9 AM service for coffee and pastries. Watch
the weekly bulletin for more details.

Kountze Food Pantry
Our Love Thy Neighbor Food Pantry is in need of your gifts
and service. The current needs for the pantry are pork &
beans, canned pasta, and body wash. You may leave your
donation in the box marked “Food Pantry,” located in the
Fellowship Hall. Tax deductible slips are available on the
inside pocket of the box. Please join us as a volunteer in the
pantry in the Kountze Commons volunteer as it fits your
schedule. We have options for volunteers of all abilities.
Please use the QR code or the following link to sign up and
join our mission. We are always in need of gently used
grocery bags.

https://tinyurl.com/uausdddp

Kountze Care Companions

Do you have a few hours to share each month? We are
forming a team of volunteers to assist some of our older
members with simple tasks such as sorting and organizing
around the house, light cleaning, carrying or putting away
groceries, and spending time in conversation and
companionship. No special skills are required—just a
willing heart and a desire to serve. Whether you can help
occasionally or on a regular basis, we would love to have
you join us as we care for one another and live out Christ's
call to bear one another's burdens. If you are interested in
volunteering, please sign up at the welcome desk, or contact
the church office for more information.

Halloween "Boo-tique"
Kountze Commons is going to host its first "Boo-tique" in
September. This event will allow families in need to come
shop at Kountze Commons for Halloween costumes. How
can you help? Please donate your new or gently used
costumes. Costumes can be placed in the donation box
under the coat rack on the west side of Fellowship Hall. If
you have questions or would like to volunteer to prepare
for the "Boo-tique" or the day of the event, please reach out
to Toby Rees at 402-979-1425 or
toby@kountzecommons.org

Attendance & Giving
Thursday, August 20—Wednesday, August 26

Saturday: 33

Sunday: 9:00: 141 11:00: 72

Wednesday: 12:15: 8

Total: 254

Streaming: 36

Pantry Guests Served: 681 (inc. 208 children)

Medical Clinic Guests Served: 15

Offering:
$8,436.98 (Regular)  $2,180.25 (Specials)
$417.15 (Debt Reduction)




To follow Jesus is to be open to suffering.

DAILY BIBLE READINGS ,.'. ta kl n gT

These passages are related to the Lectionary texts for this Sunday. s o fa I th
Sunday Matthew 16:21-28 Take up your cross and follow e h

Monday Jeremiah 15:15-21 Jeremiah complains 0 m e
Tuesday  Romans129-21  Rules for Christianliving st T et U AL e e
Wednesday Exodus 3:1-15 Moses at the burmng bush as an effective faith formation tool. Go to: www.milestonesministry.org
Thursday 1 Peter 4:12-19 Suffering as a Christian

Friday 2 Timothy 2:1-13 A good soldier of Christ Jesus

Saturday Psalm 26:1-8 Prayer of an innocent person

Sunday Matthew 18:15-20 Seeking reconciliation

SCRIPTURE VERSE FOR THIS WEEK
Then Jesus told his disciples, “If any want to become my followers, let them deny themselves and take up their cross and follow me.”
Matthew 16:24 (NRSV)

PRAYERS AND BLESSING

A Prayer for the Week:

Dear God, help us to pick up our cross and follow you to serve and love others even when it causes pain and suffering. Amen.
Mealtime Prayer:

Loving God, we thank you for the toil and hard work of those who grow, gather, and prepare our food so that we may be fed.
Amen.

A Blessing to Give:

May the cross of Christ give you courage.

CARING CONVERSATIONS

Discuss in your home, small group, or use for personal reflections:

e Who do you turn to for support when you are suffering or in pain?
¢ How does your faith in Christ help you when you are suffering?

DEVOTIONS

Read: Matthew 16:21-28.

In an era when we can do so many things to avoid or stop physical pain, it can be surprising that suffering is still very present. It
is also an essential part of the Christian life because Jesus shows us that the way of his painful death on the cross gets at the
heart of the Christian faith. Even if Peter knew Jesus was the Messiah, he still did not fully understand. Peter had to be humbled
and corrected, and we do, too. God shows the depth of God’s love from the cross of Christ. We are invited to join the great
movement of divine love by caring, suffering, and celebrating Christ’s victory over sin, death, and evil. Part of that celebration of
Christ’s triumph over death is our openness to the pain of the world. For the sake of love, we join in the suffering of others. It is
the path of new life, the resurrected life, which allows us to see the kingdom of God at work through empathy, justice, and a
desire to minimize the pain and suffering of others.

Discuss: How does knowing that suffering is an essential aspect of the Christian faith impact how you view life?

Pray: Compassionate God, help us to see in Jesus’ suffering and death the very path of life and love through Christ our
Savior and Lord. Amen.

SERVICE
Jesus calls us to serve our neighbor in love. Based on the Daily Bible Readings and theme for this week, how can you be
courageous and help someone who is hurting or suffering?

RITUALS AND TRADITIONS

In Jesus’ time, the cross was about death. It is not easy to understand or talk about Jesus’ death on the cross. The cross is a
Christian symbol. It reminds us that Jesus is with us through easy and hard times. We see crosses in many places in our lives. As
a follower of Jesus, notice the number of crosses you see in your home and in the community. Each time you see one, be
reminded of what it means. Pray: Thank you, Jesus, for dying on the cross to save me. Amen.

NEXT WEEK’S READINGS: Ezekiel 33:7-11; Psalm 119:33-40
Romans 13:8-14; Matthew 18:15-20




