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SIXTEENTH SUNDAY after PENTECOST

In today’s second reading Paul questions why we judge one another, since we all stand before the judgment of God.
Yet we do sin against one another, and Jesus’ challenge that we forgive seventy-seven times reveals God’s
boundless mercy. When we hear the words of forgiveness in worship and sign ourselves with the cross, we are

renewed in baptism to be signs of reconciliation in the world.




GATHERING

PRELUDE

WELCOME AND ANNOUNCEMENTS

(rise in body or spirit)

CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS
(L) Blessed be the holy Trinity = one God, who pours love into our hearts and healing upon the earth.
Amen.

L) Confident that God justifies us by grace through faith,

let us confess our sin.

Silence is kept for reflection.

(L) Compassionate God,

)

we confess that we struggle to embody your goodness
in the world and in our own hearts.

Creation groans from overuse.

Jealousy and bitterness strain our relationships.
Indifference keeps us from seeking justice.

Divisions disrupt your call to show genuine love to others.

Turn our hearts back to you.

Restore our world and reconcile us to one another.
Renew us to live as your holy people,

following the way of Jesus Christ.

Amen.

Hear this good news:

We have peace with God through I Jesus Christ,
in whom there is no condemnation,

only forgiveness and the promise of eternal life.
Receive freely this healing gift of grace.

Amen.

Mark Jones, organ



PROCESSIONAL HYMN Good Christian Friends, Rejoice and Sing! ELW 385

1 Good Christian friends, rejoice and sing! 3 Praise we in songs of victory
Now is the triumph of our King! that love, that life, which cannot die,
To all the world glad news we bring: and sing with hearts uplifted high:
Alleluia, alleluia, alleluia! Alleluia, alleluia, alleluia!

2 The Lord of life is ris'n this day; 4 Your name we bless, O risen Lord,
death's mighty stone is rolled away; and sing today with one accord,
let all the world rejoice and say: the life laid down, the life restored:
Alleluia, alleluia, alleluia! Alleluia, alleluia, alleluia!

Text: Cyril A. Alington, 1872-1955, alt.
Text © 1952, ren. 1986 Hymns Ancient & Modern, admin. Hope Publishing Company, Carol Stream, IL 60188. All rights reserved. Used by

permission.

APOSTOLIC GREETING

(L) The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God,
and the communion of the Holy Spirit be with you all.
And also with you.
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In peace. let us pray tothe Lord.
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For the peace from a-bove, and for our sal - vation, let us pray to the Lord.
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Lord, have mer - cy.
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For the peace of the whole world, for the well-being of the church of God,
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and for the unity of all, let wus pray to the Lord.
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Lord, have mer - cy.
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For this holy house, and for all who offer here their wor-ship and praise,

9]

)’
oe—=—"—"*—  — L =
o

[#]

let us pray to the Lord Lord have mer - cy.
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Help, save, comfort, and de - fend us, gra-cious Lord. A - men.

THIS IS THE FEAST

Refrain

Assisting minister
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This is the feast of vic-to-ry for our God. Al-le - lu - ia.
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strength, and  hon - or and bless-ing and glo-ry are his.
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2 Sing with  all the peo - ple of God and join in the
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PRAYER OF THE DAY
L) O Lord God,
merciful judge, you are the inexhaustible fountain of forgiveness. Replace our hearts of stone
with hearts that love and adore you, that we may delight in doing your will, through Jesus
Christ, our Savior and Lord. Amen.

WORD

(sit)
FIRST READING Genesis 50:15-21
After Jacob’s death the brothers of Joseph begged for forgiveness for the crime they had done against him. You intended to do
me harm, Joseph said, but God used this as an opportunity to do good and save many lives.
Realizing that their father was dead, Joseph’s brothers said, “What if Joseph still bears a grudge against

us and pays us back in full for all the wrong that we did to him?” '® So they approached Joseph,
saying, “Your father gave this instruction before he died, !’ ‘Say to Joseph: I beg you, forgive the crime of
your brothers and the wrong they did in harming you.” Now therefore please forgive the crime of the
servants of the God of your father.” Joseph wept when they spoke to him. '® Then his brothers also wept,
fell down before him, and said, “We are here as your slaves.” !° But Joseph said to them, “Do not be
afraid! Am I in the place of God? ?° Even though you intended to do harm to me, God intended it for
good, in order to preserve a numerous people, as he is doing today. 2! So have no fear; I myself will
provide for you and your little ones.” In this way he reassured them, speaking kindly to them.

L] Word of God, Word of Life. Thanks be to God.



PSALM 103:1-13 (choir or cantor sing verses / congregation sings refrain)
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! Bless the Lord, ' O my soul,
and all that is within me, bless God’s | holy name.
2Bless the Lord, | O my soul,
and forget not | all God’s benefits—
3who forgives ! all your sins
and heals all | your diseases;
*who redeems your life | from the grave
and crowns you with steadfast | love and mercy; Refrain

S who satisfies your desires | with good things
so that your youth is renewed ! like an eagle’s.

¢Q Lord, you provide ! vindication
and justice for all who | are oppressed.

7Y ou made known your | ways to Moses
and your works to the chil- | dren of Israel.

8 Lord, you are full of compas- | sion and mercy,

slow to anger and abounding in ! steadfast love; Refrain

?you will not al- | ways accuse us,
nor will you keep your an- ! ger forever.
19You have not dealt with us according | to our sins,
nor repaid us according to | our iniquities.
' For as the heavens are high a- | bove the earth,
so great is your steadfast love for | those who fear you.
12 As far as the east is | from the west,
so far have you removed our transgres- | sions from us.
13 As a father has compassion ! for his children,
so you have compassion for those who fear | you, O Lord. Refiain



SECOND READING Romans 14:1-12
This Christian community has significant struggles with diversity. Here Paul helps us understand that despite different
practices in worship and personal piety, we do not judge one another. All Christians belong to the Lord Jesus Christ who died
for all of us and will judge each of us.
elcome those who are weak in faith but not for the purpose of quarreling over opinions. > Some
believe in eating anything, while the weak eat only vegetables. * Those who eat must not despise
those who abstain, and those who abstain must not pass judgment on those who eat, for God has
welcomed them. * Who are you to pass judgment on slaves of another? It is before their own lord that they
stand or fall. And they will be upheld, for the Lord is able to make them stand. 3 Some judge one day to be
better than another, while others judge all days to be alike. Let all be fully convinced in their own
minds. ® Those who observe the day, observe it for the Lord. Also those who eat, eat for the Lord, since
they give thanks to God, while those who abstain, abstain for the Lord and give thanks to God.

"For we do not live to ourselves, and we do not die to ourselves. ® If we live, we live to the Lord, and if
we die, we die to the Lord; so then, whether we live or whether we die, we are the Lord’s. ° For to this end
Christ died and lived again, so that he might be Lord of both the dead and the living. ' Why do you pass
judgment on your brother or sister? Or you, why do you despise your brother or sister? For we will all
stand before the judgment seat of God. !! For it is written,

“As I live, says the Lord, every knee shall bow to me, and every tongue shall give praise to God.”

1280 then, each one of us will be held accountable.

(L] Word of God, Word of Life. Thanks be to God.
(rise in body or spirit)
GOSPEL ACCLAMATION
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L) The Holy Gospel according to St. Matthew.
Glory to you, O Lord.
HOLY GOSPEL Matthew 18:21-35

When Peter asks about the limits of forgiveness, Jesus responds with a parable that suggests human forgiveness should mirror
the unlimited mercy of God.

eter came and said to Jesus, “Lord, if my brother or sister sins against me, how often should I forgive?

As many as seven times?” 22 Jesus said to him, “Not seven times, but, I tell you, seventy-seven times.

23 “For this reason the kingdom of heaven may be compared to a king who wished to settle accounts
with his slaves. * When he began the reckoning, one who owed him ten thousand talents was brought to
him, % and, as he could not pay, the lord ordered him to be sold, together with his wife and children and
all his possessions and payment to be made. 2° So the slave fell on his knees before him, saying, ‘Have
patience with me, and I will pay you everything.” >’ And out of pity for him, the lord of that slave released
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him and forgave him the debt. 2 But that same slave, as he went out, came upon one of his fellow slaves
who owed him a hundred denarii, and seizing him by the throat he said, ‘Pay what you owe.” % Then his
fellow slave fell down and pleaded with him, ‘Have patience with me, and I will pay you.” *° But he
refused; then he went and threw him into prison until he would pay the debt. *! When his fellow slaves
saw what had happened, they were greatly distressed, and they went and reported to their lord all that had
taken place. ** Then his lord summoned him and said to him, ‘You wicked slave! I forgave you all that
debt because you pleaded with me. ** Should you not have had mercy on your fellow slave, as I had mercy
on you?’ ** And in anger his lord handed him over to be tortured until he would pay his entire debt. 3* So
my heavenly Father will also do to every one of you, if you do not forgive your brother or sister from
your heart.”

L) The Gospel of the Lord. Praise to you, O Christ.

(sit)

CHILDREN’S BLESSING 9:00 AM

Children (aged 2 years through 4" grade) are invited to come forward for a blessing. Then, they may either return to their seat
and use the Spark Bible and/or activity bags, located in the back of the entrance hall, during the regular sermon or go to the
Upper rooms for a story time. All children will return to their families in time to receive communion. Once the service is over,
please place the used activity bags in the baskets provided, so they can be sanitized and replenished for next week.

SERMON Pastor Hall
(rise in body or spirit)
HYMN OF THE DAY Our Father, We Have Wandered ELW 606
1 Our Father, we have wandered 2  And now at length discerning

and hidden from your face; the evil that we do,

in foolishness have squandered behold us, Lord, returning

your legacy of grace. with hope and trust to you.

But now, in exile dwelling, In haste you come to meet us

we rise with fear and shame, and home rejoicing bring,

as, distant but compelling, in gladness there to greet us

we hear you call our name. with calf and robe and ring.

3 O Lord of all the living,
both banished and restored,
compassionate, forgiving,
and ever-caring Lord,
grant now that our transgressing,
our faithlessness may cease.
Stretch out your hand in blessing,
in pardon, and in peace.

Text: Kevin Nichols, 1929-2006

Text from Resource Collection of Hymns and Service Music for the Liturgy © 1981 International Committee on English in the Liturgy, Inc. All
rights reserved.

Text: Monsignor Kevin Nichols © 1980, International Commission on English in the Liturgy Corporation (ICEL). All rights reserved.

Tune: Erik Reginald Routley © 1980, ICEL. All rights reserved.



THE APOSTLES’ CREED
Let us confess our faith using the words of the Apostles’ Creed:
I believe in God, the Father almighty, creator of heaven and earth.
I believe in Jesus Christ, God's only Son, our Lord,
who was conceived by the Holy Spirit,
born of the virgin Mary,
suffered under Pontius Pilate,
was crucified, died, and was buried;
he descended to the dead.
On the third day he rose again;
he ascended into heaven,
he is seated at the right hand of the Father,
and he will come to judge the living and the dead.
I believe in the Holy Spirit,
the holy catholic church,
the communion of saints,
the forgiveness of sins,
the resurrection of the body,
and the life everlasting. Amen.

THE PRAYERS OF THE CHURCH
Response:  [LJ Hear us, O God.
Your mercy is great.

(In our prayers today, during a time of silence, pray for those listed below and for others according to their needs)
Prayers this week: Nakoma Baker, Ellie Carlson, Linda Hoagland

On-going Care: Bruce Anderson, Ryan Anderson, Judi Boe, Carol Carlson, Rod Carlson, Warren Cooke,
Mike & Candace Edris, Kathy Englert, Lucy Etherton, Bob & Sandy Fonda, Judith Hamaker, Janice &
Len Hansen, Chris Jensen, Linda Johnson, Jason Klonglan, Kate McCoy, Lynn Meyer, Ralph Morse,
Lynnette Olson, Noelle Phelps, Theresa & Shawn Powell, John Rayno, Allyson White

Other Prayers: Those serving in the military — Mallory Hoogestraat, daughter of JD & Julie Hoogestraat,
Woyatt Johnson, grandson of Ken & Linda Johnson; Tyler Johnston, son of Robert & Michelle Johnston,
Daniel Milstead, nephew of Darlene Anderson; Cody Ray, grandson of Betty Callies; Dannika Rees &
Takao Elliott, daughter & son-in-law of Eric & Toby Rees; Brayden Renken, son of Lenny & Aundrea
Renken; Joel Woosley, nephew of Steph Stephens

Other Prayers: Those serving in mission — Rev. Chandran Paul Martin, India; Dr. Stephen & Jodi
Swanson, Tanzania; Rev. Katie Larson, Colombia; Rev. Bridget Gautieri, Wittenberg Center, Germany;
Rev. Robert & Kathy Moore, Leipzig, Germany; our sister congregation, the American Church in Berlin

Other Prayers: Seminarians — Joseph Daffer, James Holzer

THE PEACE IS SHARED
(L) The peace of Christ be with you always.
And also with you.



MEAL

(sit)

THE OFFERING IS RECEIVED

We glorify God in our giving. Our offering is an act of worship that makes the ministries of this church
possible. We encourage everyone to give. If you are visiting with us today, please do not feel obligated to
participate in this portion of worship. If you would like, use the QR code scanner on your smart phone to give
online or place your offering in the plates that are located at the entrances to the Sanctuary. For those of
you watching through our media outlets, if you are able, please mail in your offering or donate online.
Thank you!

THE TABLE IS PREPARED
OFFERTORY ANTHEM Sing to the Lord a New Song by Shirley Porter
(rise in body or spirit)
OFFERTORY HYMN For the Fruit of All Creation ELW 679 vs.1& 3
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1 For the fruit of  all cre - a - tion, thanks be to  God.
3 For the har-vests of the Spir-it,  thanks be to  God.
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For the plow -ing,

sow-ing, reap -ing,

si - lent growth while we are sleep-ing,

For the won - ders that as-tound us,

for the truths that

still con-found us,
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fu - ture needs in  earth’s safe-keep-ing, thanks be to  God.
most of all, that love  has found us, thanks be to  God.
Text: Fred Pratt Green, 1903-2000
Text © 1970 Hope Publishing Company, Carol Stream, IL 60188. All rights reserved. Used by permission.
OFFERING PRAYER

(L) God of creation,

you send rain and the earth springs forth abundantly. All blessings are from you; make us
generous with what we have. Use our gifts, our abilities, and our hearts in service to you and
in love to our neighbors, today and always. Amen.
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THE GREAT THANKSGIVNG
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EUCHARISTIC PRAYER

L) You are indeed holy, almighty and merciful God. ...
... and to accomplish all things for our salvation.

In the night in which he was betrayed, ...
... Do this for the remembrance of me.

Again, after supper, he took the cup, gave thanks, ...
... Do this for the remembrance of me.

For as often as we eat this bread and drink this cup,

we proclaim the Lord’s death until he comes.
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Christ has died. Christis ris - en. Christ will come a - gain.
(L) Remembering, therefore, his salutary command, ...
... be all honor and glory in your holy church, now and forever.
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A - men, a - men, a - men.
THE LORD’S PRAYER

Lord, remember us in your kingdom and teach us all to pray:

Our Father, who art in heaven,
hallowed be thy name,

thy kingdom come,
thy will be done,

on earth as it is in heaven.

Give us this day our daily bread;
and forgive us our trespasses,
as we forgive those who trespass against us;
and lead us not into temptation,
but deliver us from evil.

For thine is the kingdom,
and the power, and the glory, forever and ever. Amen.

INVITATION TO COMMUNION

(L) All who are thirsty, all who are hungry, come!

Christ invites us to this table.
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(sit)

THE DISTRIBUTION

All baptized Christians who confess Jesus Christ as Lord and his Real Presence in, with and under the bread and wine, are
welcome to the Lord’s Supper. We believe that this is the Lord’s table and is he who invites you. So you who are strong in faith,
come with gratitude. You who feel weak in faith, come to be strengthened. And you who feel you have no faith, come so that the
God of steadfast love will touch your heart with hope and joy. The form of distribution is intinction: you will receive the

consecrated bread and then you may dip the bread into the wine. Gluten free bread is available upon request. If you cannot
or choose not to receive the wine, know that the sacrament and God’s promised forgiveness are complete in either element.

AGNUS DEI Lamb of God
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sin of the world, grant us peace, grant us  peace.
Text & music © 1990 GIA Publications, Inc.
HYMNS DURING COMMUNION Where Charity and Love Prevail ELW 359
1 Where charity and love prevail, 3 Let us recall that in our midst
there God is ever found; dwells Christ, God's holy Son;
brought here together by Christ's love, as members of each body joined,
by love we thus are bound. in him we are made one.
2 With grateful joy and holy fear, 4 Let strife among us be unknown;
God's charity we learn; let all contentions cease.
let us with heart and mind and soul Be God's the glory that we seek;
now love God in return. be his our only peace.

5 Let us forgive each other's faults
as we our own confess,
that we may love each other well
in Christian gentleness.

Text: Latin hymn, 9th. cent.; tr. Omer Westendorf, 1916-1997, alt.
Text © 1960 World Library Publications. 3708 River Rd., Suite 400, Franklin Park, IL 60131. All rights reserved.
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Around You, O Lord Jesus ELW 468

1 Around you, O Lord Jesus,
your own you gather still
to share the feast you give us
with grace our lives to fill.
You say to us so lovingly,
“Take, eat! This is my body!
Take, drink! This is my blood!”

2

We hear your invitation,

and heed, O Lord, your call;
your word of consolation

is spoken here to all.

It draws us to your loving heart;
it brings to us your blessing,
which never will depart.

3 We are your own forever;

until our final breath

we will be true and never

in joy, in grief, in death

depart from you, for you are still
among your people dwelling,
as you have said you will.

(rise in body or spirit)
POST-COMMUNION BLESSING

PRAYER AFTER COMMUNION
(L) Sustaining God,

Text: Frans Mikael Franzén, 1772-1847; tr. composite

Text © 1978 Lutheran Book of Worship, admin. Augsburg Fortress.

with this bread and cup, you nourish us with mercy and abundant life. By your Spirit, send us
from this table to serve a needy world. Make us living signs of your liberation, healing, and
love, following the way of Jesus, in whose name we pray. Amen.
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SENDING
BLESSING
(L) The God of love draw you into community, in the body of Christ Jesus.

The God of hope grant you strength and joy in all circumstances through the interceding of the
Spirit.

The God of grace I bless you now and forever.

THREE-FOLD AMEN

RECESSIONAL HYMN Joyful, Joyful We Adore Thee ELW 836
1 Joyful, joyful we adore thee, 2 All thy works with joy surround thee,
God of glory, Lord of love! earth and heav'n reflect thy rays,
Hearts unfold like flow'rs before thee, stars and angels sing around thee,
praising thee, their sun above. center of unbroken praise.
Melt the clouds of sin and sadness, Field and forest, vale and mountain,
drive the gloom of doubt away. flow'ry meadow, flashing sea,
Giver of immortal gladness, chanting bird, and flowing fountain
fill us with the light of day. call us to rejoice in thee.

3 Thou art giving and forgiving,
ever blessing, ever blest,
wellspring of the joy of living,
ocean-depth of happy rest!
Thou our Father, Christ our brother,
all who live in love are thine;
teach us how to love each other,
lift us to the joy divine!

Text: Henry van Dyke, 1852-1922

DISMISSAL
L) Go out in joy. Be led forth in peace.
Thanks be to God.

POSTLUDE Mark Jones, organ
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Holy Communion

All who are baptized and trust in Christ's presence in Holy
Communion are invited to commune at the Lord's Table.
Children or anyone who does not commune will receive a
blessing. It is the understanding of the universal Church that
those who wish to commune with bread only (for health or
other reasons) have communed fully. Our form of distribution
is Intinction, meaning you will receive the wafer in your hand
and then dip it into the wine.

Children in Worship

We believe that all are welcome in worship and encourage
families to worship together. Activity bags, children’s Bibles,
and bulletins are available, as well as a room just off the west
side of the main sanctuary, that includes a TV and a variety of
toys, games, and books for young children.

Nursery

Our nursery is available from 8:45 AM—noon for children 0-2
years. Please ask an usher if you are unsure as to where our
nursery is and would like to use it.

Attendance Cards

All those attending worship are encouraged to fill out the card
included in your bulletin and place in the offering plates
located by the doors in the Nave.

E-news & Social Media

If you would like to receive our weekly e-news and monthly
e-newsletter, add your e-mail address to the attendance card
in your bulletin.

Large Print Bulletins and Listening Devices
Please speak to an usher if you would like a large print
bulletin or an assisted listening device.
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Hall for more information about who we are and what we do.

Today at Kountze Memorial

Altar Flowers are given to the glory of God by Trish
Daffer in honor of William & Patricia Grow

Eternal Candle is given to the glory of God by Tracey and
Thomas Gehringer-Steffen in memory of LeClare Steffen

Hot Breakfast is Back!

Kountze Café

9:30—11:00 AM

Join us each Sunday for breakfast. The suggested donation
is $5 adults, $2.50 children 12 and younger for the hot
breakfast and a free-will donation for the continental
breakfast.

Children’s Choir - Begins Today - & Children’s Sermon
9:15 AM

Grades K-6

Children in grades K-6 are invited to join the Children's
Choir with Barb Carlsen following the 9 AM Children's
Blessing. Children in grades K-4 not wanting to participate
in Choir may join Kristin Boe for a children's sermon in
the Upper Rooms. All the children will return to their
seats in time to receive communion.

Adult Forum

Sundays, 10:10 AM

Join us on Sunday mornings in the Fellowship Hall for a
lite breakfast and then stay for Adult Forum.
September 13: Rally Day

September 20: Fellowship

Rally Sunday

Sunday, September 13

Join us to celebrate the start of the new faith formation
year. Our children will lead the procession out of the
church at the end of the 9 AM service and we will ALL
gather on the front steps for a whole congregation
photo! Saturday evening and 11 AM service attendees,



Today at Kountze

plan to meet us at 10:00 AM on the front steps. During the
Faith Formation hour at 10:10 AM each age group will be
welcomed to an Open House to learn more about the
learning, fellowship, and fun opportunities ahead: 0-2 in the
Nursery, pre-K through 6t grade upstairs in the Sunday
School rooms, 7t-12t graders downstairs in the Youth
Center, young adults (18-30) in the Fellowship Lounge, and
adults in the Fellowship Hall. There will be food and
opportunities to register for the year and/or update your
contact information and tell us more about your gifts and
passions. The first day of Sunday School and Youth Forum
will be the following week, September 20th.

Sunday School Leaders Needed
The Faith Formation program is looking for enthusiastic
volunteers for the Sunday School students. All lessons are
scripted and materials provided. The children start with
breakfast upstairs, providing time for fellowship with the
youngest members of Kountze. They then split into their
classrooms for a lesson that follows the lectionary of the
day. A background check is required for anyone over 18.
Please contact Kristin at kristin@kmlchurch.org with
questions. You can sign up at:
https://tinyurl.com/wwijk3zut

Welcome Back Choir!

Our choir is back beginning this week and we’re happy to
hear them again! If you have had singing experience in high
school or college or are a High School student involved in
choir at school, it’s not too late to join our choir. If you want
more information about choir please talk to Barb Carlsen or
call the church office at 402-341-7761 and we'll be sure she
reaches out to you. Rehearsals are generally the first

Memorial, continued

Wednesday of the month, September - May, and on Sunday
mornings. (Extra rehearsals scheduled as needed.) We hope
to hear you in choir!

KMLC Book Group

12:15PM

Fellowship Lounge

Sunday, September 13

The Last Woman of Warsaw by Judy Batalion

The female characters are based on actual Polish women
and focuses on the struggle Jewish residents faced in a
hostile world. Please join us for enlightenment on this topic.

Young Adult Fall Kick-off Event

Ages College - 30's Adults

Smash Park

8121 S 123rd Street, La Vista

Sunday, September 13

1:00 PM

Come join us for our Young Adults Fall Kick-off! We'll have
axe throwing, food, maybe food throwing, and plenty of
time to connect and catch up. whether you've been part of
Kountze Memorial for years, just started coming, or haven't
been around in a while, you're invited!

Help Our Lost and Found Find Its Way Home!

Our Lost and Found is overflowing with items looking for
their owners! Stop by the counter in the Fellowship Hall
near the office’s back door and see if anything belongs to
you. Items will remain on display for the next couple of
weeks. After that, anything still left behind will have to find
a new home. Hope you find your missing items.

This Week at Kountze Memorial

September 13 Sunday
Pentecost 16

Rally Sunday 9:00 AM Staff Meeting
8:00 AM & 10:00 AM Adult Choir 1:00 PM Prayer Shawl Group
Rehearsal 6:00 PM Congregation Council

9:00 AM & 11:00 AM Worship
9:00 AM Nursery (0-2 yrs)
9:15 AM Children's Choir (K-6)
9:30 AM Kountze Cafe
10:10 AM Faith Formation Hour
12:15 PM Book Group
1;00 PM Young Adult Fall Kick-off
Event

September 14 Monday
10:00 AM Pantry
12:00 PM KCCOC Board

12:15 PM Worship

6:00 PM Circle 5
5:00 PM Pantry

5:00 PM Worship

September 15 Tuesday
Good News Deadline

September 16 Wednesday

5:45 PM Confirmation @ St. Timothy
September 17 Thursday

11:30 AM Men's Lunch

4:00 PM Healing Gift Free Clinic
September 18 Friday

September 19 Saturday

September 20 Sunday

Pentecost 17

Church Picnic Potluck

Dedication of the Schneider Link

8:00 AM & 10:00 AM Adult Choir
Rehearsal

9:00 AM & 11:00 AM Worship

9:00 AM Nursery (0-2 yrs)

9:15 AM Children's Choir (K-6)

9:30 AM Fellowship, coffee, & pastries

10:10 AM Faith Formation Hour

10:30 AM Bounce houses open

10:45 AM Trivia & Bingo

11:30 AM Picnic Buffett

12:15 PM Dedication of the Schneider
Link

12:30 PM Stein holding, nail driving
competition

1:00 PM Bingo & Trivia



For Your Calendar/News & Notes

Spamtember Men’s Lunch

Thursday September 17

11:30 AM

For the third year in a row, we will celebrate Spamtember
at the men’s lunch. Jim has been researching and creating
some of the finest recipes you're sure to enjoy. We may
even bring back some of the favorites from the last two
years. You won't want to miss your spam at the table. Sign
up today at the welcome desk in the Fellowship Hall or
email: jim@kmlchurch.org. If you have a favorite spam
recipe, please share it and we may try it!

Church Picnic Potluck and

Dedication of the Schneider Link

Sunday, September 20

Buffet line will open at 11:30 AM

Dedication of the Link at 12:15 PM

Pr. Carlos and Jan Scneider will be joining us on Sunday
September 20t for a picnic potluck and a dedication
ceremony in the Link. An anonymous individual has
secured the naming rights for the Link and it will be named
in thr Schneider’s honor that day. We will have a German
themed event complete with brats for the entree and a kid’s
option. Dust off your European side dish and dessert
recipes (not required). Activities for the kids include
bounce houses, face painting and balloons. Octoberfest
games for the adults. Did you know that in Germany,
Octoberfest is celebrated in September? Join us in the
Fellowship Hall following the 9 AM service for coffee and
pastries.

S'more Fun Around the Fire Pit

Youth Bonfire Night

Saturday, September 26

5-8PM

Life is s'more fun around the fire pit! Join together for
s'mores and pizza with Sheila at her home. Food, games,
and connections.

Please RSVP to sheila@kmlchurch.org

Free Community Health Fair

Monday, September 29

9AM-12:30 PM

Methodist Community Health Clinic and Kountze Commons
will host their annual Community Health Fair. The event
will include free health screenings, blood pressure, Alc and
glucose checks, flu shots, lung cancer screening, skin checks
and more! The event is free and open to all.

Confirmation Classes

St. Timothy's Lutheran Church

(931 & Dodge)

Wednesdays

Dinner: 5:45 PM

Class: 6:05 - 7:30 PM

If any students and their adults weren't able to be at the
Confirmation Orientation at St. Timothy's on August 26 but

want to participate, or if you have questions, please contact
Pr. Lucy or Dn. Eric. We are looking forward to a fun, faith-
filled year in Confirmation!

Kountze Food Pantry
Our Love Thy Neighbor Food Pantry is in need of your gifts
and service. The current needs for the pantry are cereal,
soup, and deodorant. We are always in need of gently used
grocery bags. You may leave your donation in the box
marked “Food Pantry,” located in the Fellowship Hall. Tax
deductible slips are available on the inside pocket of the
box. Please join us as a volunteer in the pantry i
in as it fits your schedule. We have options for
volunteers of all abilities. Please use the QR
code or the following link to sign up and join
our mission.

https://tinyurl.com/uausdddp

Kountze Care Companions

Do you have a few hours to share each month? We are
forming a team of volunteers to assist some of our older
members with simple tasks such as sorting and organizing
around the house, light cleaning, carrying or putting away
groceries, and spending time in conversation and
companionship. No special skills are required—just a
willing heart and a desire to serve. Whether you can help
occasionally or on a regular basis, we would love to have
you join us as we care for one another and live out Christ's
call to bear one another's burdens. If you are interested in
volunteering, please sign up at the welcome desk, or contact
the church office for more information.

Halloween "Boo-tique”
Kountze Commons is going to host its first "Boo-tique" in
September. This event will allow families in need to come
shop at Kountze Commons for Halloween costumes. How
can you help? Please donate your new or gently used
costumes. Costumes can be placed in the donation box
under the coat rack on the west side of Fellowship Hall. If
you have questions or would like to volunteer to prepare
for the "Boo-tique" or the day of the event, please reach out
to Toby Rees at 402-979-1425 or
toby@kountzecommons.org

Attendance & Giving
Thursday, Sept. 3—Wednesday, Sept. 9

Saturday: 37

Sunday: 9:00: 93 11:00: 38

Wednesday: 12:15: 9

Total: 177

Streaming: 35

Pantry Guests Served: 209 (inc. 55 children)

Medical Clinic Guests Served: 20

Offering:
$20,406.1 (Regular) $4,669.25 (Specials)
$9,322.00 (Debt Reduction)




The people of God forgive.

DAILY BIBLE READINGS ,.'. ta kl n gT

These passages are related to the Lectionary texts for this Sunday. K L fa Ith
Sunday Matthew 18:21-35 A parable about forgiveness . h 0 m e
Monday Genesis 50:15-21 Joseph forgives his brothers ' N '

Tuesday Romans 14:1-12 Do not judge another 1 additon to Takin FathHome, celebrate mestones i your daty e
Wednesday 2 Chronicles 7:12-18 The Lord appears to Solomon as an effective faith formation tool. Go to: www.milestonesministry.org
Thursday Ephesians 1:3-14 Spiritual blessings in Christ

Friday John 8:1-11 Jesus intercedes for a woman

Saturday Psalm 103:1-13 Thanksgiving for God’s goodness

Sunday Matthew 20:1-16 Parable of the vineyard workers

SCRIPTURE VERSE FOR THIS WEEK
Bless the LORD, O my soul, and do not forget all his benefits—who forgives all your iniquity, who heals all your diseases. Psalm
103:2-3 (NRSV)

PRAYERS AND BLESSING

A Prayer for the Week:

Gracious God, we praise you for your desire to forgive; help us to love and forgive as we are loved and forgiven through Christ
our Lord. Amen.

Mealtime Prayer:

Come, Lord Jesus, be our guest; let these gifts to us be blessed. Let there be a goodly share on every table, everywhere. Amen.
A Blessing to Give:

May God give you a merciful heart.

CARING CONVERSATIONS

Discuss in your home, small group, or use for personal reflections:

e When someone says something hurtful to you, how do you react?

¢ How does God’s merciful forgiveness make a difference in our relationships?

DEVOTIONS

Read: Matthew 18:21-35.

Jesus presents a very unreal story to make a very real point. In Jesus’ day, each talent was worth more than 15 years of work
and a denarius was one day’s wage. Therefore, one slave owed over 150,000 years of income while the other owed one
hundred days of wages. The differences are extreme to make a point. God’s forgiveness of us is wildly out-of-this-world and
wonderful. It leads the follower of Jesus Christ to sing or pray Psalm 103 that begins, “Bless the LORD, O my soul, and all that is
within me, bless his holy name” (v. 1). A concrete way to praise God is to “forgive your brother or sister from your

heart” (Matthew 18:35) and do so again and again and again. Or, as Jesus suggests, do you want to consider the consequences
of not showing a little forgiveness to others? That lack of forgiveness Jesus says, would destroy your life.

Discuss: How does this story challenge the way you think about forgiveness, especially God’s forgiveness?

Pray: Merciful God, give me faith to remember how kind and generous you are to me and to praise you by being kind
and forgiving to others through Christ our Lord. Amen.

SERVICE
Jesus calls us to serve our neighbor in love. Based on the Daily Bible Readings and theme for this week, how can you extend a
word of forgiveness to someone who has hurt you?

RITUALS AND TRADITIONS

The theme this week in the Bible readings is forgiveness. Genesis 50:15-21 is the story of Joseph forgiving his brothers for
throwing him in a pit and selling him into slavery. Forgiving someone who has hurt you is not easy. Think of someone who
needs your forgiveness. Write a note to that person. Take a moment to read your note silently. Hold your note as you pray the
Lord’s Prayer. Pause for thought when you pray, “forgive us our sins as we forgive those who sin against us,” then finish the
prayer. Choose whether or not to send the note to them.

NEXT WEEK'’S READINGS: Jonah 3:10—4:11; Psalm 145:1-8
Philippians 1:21-30; Matthew 20:1-16
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