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October 4, 2026  9:00 AM & 11:00 AM 

NINETEENTH SUNDAY after PENTECOST 

In today’s gospel reading, Jesus tells a vineyard parable, which serves as an image of Israel, the prophets’ mission, 

and Christ’s death. For Christians, the vineyard also speaks of God’s love poured out in the blood of Christ, given to 

us for the forgiveness of sin. Grafted onto Christ the vine at baptism, we are nourished with wine and bread so that 

we may share Christ’s sufferings and know the power of his resurrection. 
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GATHERING 
 
PRELUDE  Mark Jones, organ 
 

WELCOME AND ANNOUNCEMENTS 
 

(rise in body or spirit) 

CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS 

L Blessed be the holy Trinity + one God, who pours love into our hearts and healing upon the earth. 

C Amen. 
 

L Confident that God justifies us by grace through faith, 

 let us confess our sin. 
 

Silence is kept for reflection. 
 

L Compassionate God, 

C we confess that we struggle to embody your goodness 

 in the world and in our own hearts. 

 Creation groans from overuse. 

 Jealousy and bitterness strain our relationships. 

 Indifference keeps us from seeking justice. 

 Divisions disrupt your call to show genuine love to others. 
  

 Turn our hearts back to you. 

 Restore our world and reconcile us to one another. 

 Renew us to live as your holy people, 

 following the way of Jesus Christ. 

 Amen. 
 

L Hear this good news: 

 We have peace with God through + Jesus Christ, 

 in whom there is no condemnation, 

 only forgiveness and the promise of eternal life. 

 Receive freely this healing gift of grace. 

C Amen. 
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PROCESSIONAL HYMN Sing to the Lord of Harvest ELW 694 
 

1 Sing to the Lord of harvest 

 your songs of love and praise; 

 with joyful hearts and voices 

 your alleluias raise; 

 by him the rolling seasons 

 in fruitful order move; 

 sing to the Lord of harvest 

 a joyous song of love. 
 

2 God makes the clouds drop fatness, 

 the deserts bloom and spring, 

 the hills leap up in gladness, 

 the valleys laugh and sing. 

 God fills them with his fullness, 

 all things with large increase 

 and crowns the year with goodness, 

 with plenty and with peace. 

3 Bring to this sacred altar 

 the gifts his goodness gave, 

 the golden sheaves of harvest, 

the souls Christ died to save. 

 Your hearts lay down before him 

 when at his feet you fall, 

 and with your lives adore him 

 who gave his life for all. 
 

Text: John S. B. Monsell, 1811-1875, alt. 

 

APOSTOLIC GREETING 

L The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God,  

 and the communion of the Holy Spirit be with you all. 

C And also with you. 
 

KYRIE 
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THIS IS THE FEAST 
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PRAYER OF THE DAY  

L Beloved God, 

C from you come all things that are good. Lead us by the inspiration of your Spirit to know 

those things that are right, and by your merciful guidance, help us to do them, through Jesus 

Christ, our Savior and Lord. Amen. 

 
 

WORD 
 

(sit) 

FIRST READING Isaiah 5:1-7 
The prophet sings a sad, parable-like love song about the relationship between God and Israel. In this song Israel is compared 

to a promising vineyard. Despite God’s loving care, the vineyard that is Israel has brought forth “rotten grapes” of injustice and 

distress, when fine grapes of justice and righteousness were expected. 

 will sing for my beloved my love song concerning his vineyard: 

 My beloved had a vineyard on a very fertile hill. 2 He dug it and cleared it of stones and planted it 

with choice vines; he built a watchtower in the midst of it and hewed out a wine vat in it; he expected it to 

yield grapes, but it yielded rotten grapes. 

 3 And now, inhabitants of Jerusalem and people of Judah, judge between me and my vineyard. 4 What 

more was there to do for my vineyard that I have not done in it? When I expected it to yield grapes, why 

did it yield rotten grapes? 

 5 And now I will tell you what I will do to my vineyard. I will remove its hedge, and it shall be 

devoured; I will break down its wall, and it shall be trampled down. 6 I will make it a wasteland; it shall 

not be pruned or hoed, and it shall be overgrown with briers and thorns; I will also command the clouds   

that they rain no rain upon it. 

 7 For the vineyard of the Lord of hosts is the house of Israel, and the people of Judah are his cherished 

garden; he expected justice but saw bloodshed; righteousness but heard a cry! 

  L Word of God, Word of Life. C Thanks be to God. 

I 
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PSALM 80:7-15 (choir or cantor sing verses / congregation sings refrain) 

 
 

 7 Restore us, O | God of hosts; 

  let your face shine upon us, and we | shall be saved. 

 8 You have brought a vine | out of Egypt; 

  you cast out the nations and | planted it. 

 9 You cleared the | ground for it; 

  it took root and | filled the land. 

 10 The mountains were covered | by its shadow 

  and the towering cedar trees | by its boughs. Refrain 
 

 11 You stretched out its tendrils | to the sea 

  and its branches | to the river. 

 12 Why have you broken | down its wall, 

  so that all who pass by pluck | off its grapes? 

 13 The wild boar of the forest has | ravaged it, 

  and the beasts of the field have | grazed upon it. 

 14 Turn now, O | God of hosts, 

  look | down from heaven; 

 15 behold and | tend this vine; 

  preserve what your right | hand has planted. Refrain 
 

SECOND READING Philippians 3:4b-14 
Paul reviews some of his supposed credentials, which no longer have any bearing in comparison to the right relationship he has 

been given through the death of Christ. The power of Christ’s resurrection motivates him to press on toward the ultimate goal, 

eternal life with Christ.  

aul writes: 4b If anyone else has reason to be confident in the flesh, I have more: 5 circumcised on the 

eighth day, a member of the people of Israel, of the tribe of Benjamin, a Hebrew born of Hebrews; as 

to the law, a Pharisee; 6 as to zeal, a persecutor of the church; as to righteousness under the law, 

blameless. 

  7 Yet whatever gains I had, these I have come to regard as loss because of Christ. 8 More than that, I 

regard everything as loss because of the surpassing value of knowing Christ Jesus my Lord. For his sake I 

have suffered the loss of all things, and I regard them as rubbish, in order that I may gain Christ 9 and be 

found in him, not having a righteousness of my own that comes from the law but one that comes through 

faith in Christ, the righteousness from God based on faith. 10 I want to know Christ and the power of his 

resurrection and the sharing of his sufferings by becoming like him in his death, 11 if somehow I may 

attain the resurrection from the dead. 

  12 Not that I have already obtained this or have already reached the goal, but I press on to lay hold of 

that for which Christ has laid hold of me. 13 Brothers and sisters, I do not consider that I have laid hold of 

it, but one thing I have laid hold of: forgetting what lies behind and straining forward to what lies ahead, 
14 I press on toward the goal, toward the prize of the heavenly call of God in Christ Jesus. 

 L Word of God, Word of Life. C Thanks be to God. 

P 
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(rise in body or spirit) 

GOSPEL ACCLAMATION 

 
 

 L The Holy Gospel according to St. Matthew. 

 C Glory to you, O Lord. 

 

HOLY GOSPEL Matthew 21:33-46 

Children may follow along using the Spark Bible turning to page 302 
Jesus tells a parable to the religious leaders who are plotting his death, revealing that their plans will, ironically, bring about 

the fulfillment of scripture.  

esus said: 33 “Listen to another parable. There was a landowner who planted a vineyard, put a fence 

around it, dug a winepress in it, and built a watchtower. Then he leased it to tenants and went away. 
34 When the harvest time had come, he sent his slaves to the tenants to collect his produce. 35 But the 

tenants seized his slaves and beat one, killed another, and stoned another. 36 Again he sent other slaves, 

more than the first, and they treated them in the same way. 37 Then he sent his son to them, saying, ‘They 

will respect my son.’ 38 But when the tenants saw the son, they said to themselves, ‘This is the heir; come, 

let us kill him and get his inheritance.’ 39 So they seized him, threw him out of the vineyard, and killed 

him. 40 Now when the owner of the vineyard comes, what will he do to those tenants?” 41 They said to 

him, “He will put those wretches to a miserable death and lease the vineyard to other tenants who will 

give him the produce at the harvest time.” 

  42 Jesus said to them, “Have you never read in the scriptures: 

 ‘The stone that the builders rejected has become the cornerstone; this was the Lord’s doing, and it is 

amazing in our eyes’? 
43 “Therefore I tell you, the kingdom of God will be taken away from you and given to a people that 

produces its fruits. 44 The one who falls on this stone will be broken to pieces, and it will crush anyone on 

whom it falls.” 

  45 When the chief priests and the Pharisees heard his parables, they realized that he was speaking about 

them. 46 They wanted to arrest him, but they feared the crowds, because they regarded him as a prophet.

 L The Gospel of the Lord. C Praise to you, O Christ. 
 

(sit)  

CHILDREN’S BLESSING 9:00 AM 
Children (aged 2 years through 4th grade) are invited to come forward for a blessing. Then, they may either return to their seat 

and use the Spark Bible and/or activity bags, located in the back of the entrance hall, during the regular sermon or go to the 

Upper rooms for a story time. All children will return to their families in time to receive communion. Once the service is over, 

please place the used activity bags in the baskets provided, so they can be sanitized and replenished for next week. 

 

J 
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SERMON Pastor Hall 

 
(rise in body or spirit) 

HYMN OF THE DAY The Church of Christ, in Every Age ELW 729 vs. 1-3 
 

1 The church of Christ, in ev'ry age 

 beset by change, but Spirit-led, 

 must claim and test its heritage 

 and keep on rising from the dead. 
 

2 Across the world, across the street, 

 the victims of injustice cry 

 for shelter and for bread to eat, 

 and never live before they die. 

3 Then let the servant church arise, 

 a caring church that longs to be 

 a partner in Christ's sacrifice, 

 and clothed in Christ's humanity. 
 

Text: Fred Pratt Green, 1903-2000 

Text © 1971 Hope Publishing Company, Carol Stream, IL 60188. All rights reserved. Used by permission. 

 

THE APOSTLES’ CREED  

L Let us confess our faith using the words of the Apostles’ Creed: 

C I believe in God, the Father almighty, creator of heaven and earth. 

 I believe in Jesus Christ, God's only Son, our Lord, 

 who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, 

 born of the virgin Mary, 

 suffered under Pontius Pilate, 

 was crucified, died, and was buried; 

 he descended to the dead. 

 On the third day he rose again; 

 he ascended into heaven, 

 he is seated at the right hand of the Father, 

 and he will come to judge the living and the dead. 

 I believe in the Holy Spirit,  

 the holy catholic church,  

 the communion of saints,  

 the forgiveness of sins, 

 the resurrection of the body,  

 and the life everlasting. Amen. 

 

  



10 

THE PRAYERS OF THE CHURCH 

Response:     L Hear us, O God.    

 C Your mercy is great. 
 

(In our prayers today, during a time of silence, pray for those listed below and for others according to their needs) 
 

Prayers this week: Darlene Anderson, Judith Hamaker 
 

On-going Care: Bruce Anderson, Ryan Anderson, Nakoma Baker, Judi Boe, Carol Carlson, Ellie 

Carlson, Warren Cooke, Jinette Cswercko, Mike & Candace Edris, Kathy Englert, Lucy Etherton, Bob & 

Sandy Fonda, Janice & Len Hansen, Linda Hoagland, Chris Jensen, Linda Johnson, Jason Klonglan, Kate 

McCoy, Lynn Meyer, Ralph Morse, Lynnette Olson, Noelle Phelps, Theresa & Shawn Powell, John 

Rayno, Joel Rosen, Allyson White, Barb Zinn 
 

Other Prayers: Those serving in the military – Mallory Hoogestraat, daughter of JD & Julie Hoogestraat, 

Wyatt Johnson, grandson of Ken & Linda Johnson; Tyler Johnston, son of Robert & Michelle Johnston, 

Daniel Milstead, nephew of Darlene Anderson; Cody Ray, grandson of Betty Callies; Dannika Rees & 

Takao Elliott, daughter & son-in-law of Eric & Toby Rees; Brayden Renken, son of Lenny & Aundrea 

Renken; Joel Woosley, nephew of Steph Stephens 
 

Other Prayers: Those serving in mission – Rev. Chandran Paul Martin, India; Dr. Stephen & Jodi 

Swanson, Tanzania; Rev. Katie Larson, Colombia; Rev. Bridget Gautieri, Wittenberg Center, Germany; 

Rev. Robert & Kathy Moore, Leipzig, Germany; our sister congregation, the American Church in Berlin 
 

Other Prayers: Seminarians – Joseph Daffer, James Holzer 

 

THE PEACE IS SHARED 

 L The peace of Christ be with you always.  

 C  And also with you. 

 
 

MEAL 
 

(sit) 
THE OFFERING IS RECEIVED 
We glorify God in our giving. Our offering is an act of worship that makes the ministries of this church 

possible. We encourage everyone to give. If you are visiting with us today, please do not feel obligated to 

participate in this portion of worship. If you would like, use the QR code scanner on your smart phone to give 

online or place your offering in the plates that are located at the entrances to the Sanctuary. For those of 

you watching through our media outlets, if you are able, please mail in your offering or donate online. 

Thank you!  

 

THE TABLE IS PREPARED 

 

OFFERTORY ANTHEM United in His Love words & music by Cindy Berry 

   
 



11 

(rise in body or spirit) 

OFFERTORY HYMN        For the Fruit of All Creation ELW 679 vs. 1 & 3 

 
 

Text: Fred Pratt Green, 1903-2000 

Text © 1970 Hope Publishing Company, Carol Stream, IL 60188. All rights reserved. Used by permission. 

 

OFFERING PRAYER 

 L God of creation, 

 C you send rain and the earth springs forth abundantly. All blessings are from you; make us 

generous with what we have. Use our gifts, our abilities, and our hearts in service to you and 

in love to our neighbors, today and always. Amen. 
 

THE GREAT THANKSGIVNG 
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PREFACE FOR SUNDAYS 

 

SANCTUS 

 
 

EUCHARISTIC PRAYER  

 L You are indeed holy, almighty and merciful God. … 

  … and to accomplish all things for our salvation. 
 

  In the night in which he was betrayed, … 

  … Do this for the remembrance of me. 
 

  Again, after supper, he took the cup, gave thanks, … 

  … Do this for the remembrance of me. 
 

  For as often as we eat this bread and drink this cup, 

  we proclaim the Lord’s death until he comes. 

 
 

L Remembering, therefore, his salutary command, … 

 … be all honor and glory in your holy church, now and forever. 
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THE LORD’S PRAYER  

 L Lord, remember us in your kingdom and teach us all to pray: 

 C Our Father, who art in heaven,  

   hallowed be thy name,  

   thy kingdom come,  

   thy will be done,  

   on earth as it is in heaven.  

  Give us this day our daily bread;  

   and forgive us our trespasses,  

   as we forgive those who trespass against us;  

   and lead us not into temptation,  

   but deliver us from evil.  

  For thine is the kingdom, 

   and the power, and the glory, forever and ever. Amen. 
 

INVITATION TO COMMUNION   

L All who are thirsty, all who are hungry, come! 

C Christ invites us to this table. 
 

(sit) 

THE DISTRIBUTION 
All baptized Christians who confess Jesus Christ as Lord and his Real Presence in, with and under the bread and wine, are 

welcome to the Lord’s Supper. We believe that this is the Lord’s table and is he who invites you. So you who are strong in faith, 

come with gratitude. You who feel weak in faith, come to be strengthened. And you who feel you have no faith, come so that the 

God of steadfast love will touch your heart with hope and joy. The form of distribution is intinction: you will receive the 

consecrated bread and then you may dip the bread into the wine. Gluten free bread is available upon request. If you cannot 

or choose not to receive the wine, know that the sacrament and God’s promised forgiveness are complete in either element. 

 

AGNUS DEI Lamb of God 

 
 

Text & music © 1990 GIA Publications, Inc. 



14 

HYMNS DURING COMMUNION As the Grains of Wheat ELW 465 
 

Refrain 

 As the grains of wheat once scattered on the hill 

 were gathered into one to become our bread;  

 so may all your people from all the ends of earth  

 be gathered into one in you. 
 

1 As this cup of blessing is shared within our midst, 

 may we share the presence of your love.  Refrain  
 

2 Let this be a foretaste of all that is to come 

 when all creation shares this feast with you.  Refrain 
 

Text: Didache, 2nd cent.; Marty Haugen, b. 1950 

Text © 1990 GIA Publications, Inc., 7404 S. Mason Ave., Chicago, IL 60638. www.giamusic.com. 800.442.3358. All rights reserved. Used by 

permission. 
 

  I Come with Joy ELW 482 
 

1 I come with joy, a child of God, 

forgiven, loved, and free, 

the life of Jesus to recall 

in love laid down for me, 

in love laid down for me. 
 

2 I come with Christians far and near 

to find, as all are fed, 

the new community of love 

in Christ's communion bread, 

in Christ's communion bread. 
 

3 As Christ breaks bread and bids us share, 

each proud division ends. 

The love that made us, makes us one, 

and strangers now are friends, 

and strangers now are friends. 
 

4 The Spirit of the risen Christ, 

unseen, but ever near, 

is in such friendship better known, 

alive among us here, 

alive among us here. 

5 Together met, together bound 

by all that God has done, 

we'll go with joy, to give the world 

the love that makes us one, 

the love that makes us one. 
 

Text: Brian A. Wren, b. 1936 
Text © 1971, rev. 1995 Hope Publishing Company, Carol Stream, IL 60188. All rights reserved. Used by permission. 

 

(rise in body or spirit) 

POST-COMMUNION BLESSING 
 

PRAYER AFTER COMMUNION 

 L Sustaining God, 
 C with this bread and cup, you nourish us with mercy and abundant life. By your Spirit, send us 

from this table to serve a needy world. Make us living signs of your liberation, healing, and 

love, following the way of Jesus, in whose name we pray. Amen. 
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SENDING 
 

DISMISSAL OF EUCHARISTIC MINISTERS 
 

BLESSING 

L The God of love draw you into community, in the body of Christ Jesus. 
 

 The God of hope grant you strength and joy in all circumstances through the interceding of the 

Spirit. 
 

 The God of grace + bless you now and forever. 
 

THREE-FOLD AMEN 
 

RECESSIONAL HYMN Go to the World ACS 991 

 
 

Text: Sylvia G. Dunstan, 1955–1993  
Text © 1991 GIA Publications, Inc., giamusic.com. All rights reserved. 

 

DISMISSAL 

L Go out in joy. Be led forth in peace. 

C Thanks be to God.  
 

POSTLUDE  Mark Jones, organ 
 

+     +     + 
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